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FILM BIZ'S ANTI-SMEAR DRIVE 





Godfrey Gets Spanked by CBS 
Censor in H'wood for Loose Lip 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. * 


Arthur Godfrey and. CBS’ Holly- 
wood censor had a merry tiff last 


week and although the headman of Hollywood agent Tony Owen: hea 


two of the net’s programs got in the | ’ 
last word he hasn’t heard the last of pone in New York during the past 
it. Levelling the specific charge that | week talking representation deals 


: : : | with eastern 10%ers for the new 
Godfrey is a bit careless with his ad | 
libs. which at times are said to| | talent rep organization in which he 


A is partnered with Huntington Hart- 
breach aig ores peggy FOS go 6 ford. Hartford, heir to the A. & P. 
ton served notice on mn NeW | grocery fortune, has been making 





10% on Cash-Carry Plan 

















York that _his transcribed repeats | efforts during the past few years to 
on his daytime show would be mon- | break actively into show biz in New 
itored and the needle raised when- | York snd on the Coast. 
pd tras there Reader Mpeg pa pone ee | New outfit, which unveils in Bev- 
priety in his off-the-cuff remarks. | o-iy Hills this week, is labeled Hunt- 
Godfrey took it with a burn and jngton Hartford-Tony Owen Agency. 
mentioned the reprimand in his | 
broadcast, which was allowed to'| . a 
pass on the ground that he had right 
to defend himself. Meston accepted Revivals Posing 
it as a challenge and hereafter will | 
closely scrutinize every disk before | 
it goes on the turntable. R It P bl 
Meston took action when Ed oya y 0 €m 
Buckalew, the net’s western station 
relations manager, reported back ° 
after a tour of the area that many For P hl h 
station owners took exception to ll iS ers 
some of the Godfrey ad libs and 
asked for an expurgation before it is This year’s crop of successful song 
piped around. Understood that} revivals is creating problems for 
Meston was supported in his stand| publishers. By coincidence, most of 
by the CBS homeoffice and that| the revivals which have and may 
Godfrey will have to watch his lan-| yet become best sellers on disk8 
guage hereafter. were written prior to the 1909 copy- 
Among incidents which came un- | right law, hence their publishers do 
der CBS scrutiny, for example, was | not receive royalties from the sales 
Godfrey’s use of the Bronx cheer as | of disks. In a couple of cases, how- 
his reply on the air to an objecting | ever, where changes were made in 
station. the tunes and new copyrights ap- 
plied for and granted, royalties are 
being paid. 
: Latest problems for publishers 
More Memphis Blues As and manufacturer is Frankie Carle’s 
* © as yet unreleased version of “Glow 
Censor Binford Snips Worm.” This tune, published by E. 
e |B. Marks, was vritten in 1907. But 
2 Negro Acts From Pix Marks has advised Columbia Rec- 
, ords that since Carle’s version is 
Memphis, Sept. 2. (Continued on page 49) 
Censor Chairman Lloyd T. Bin- 
ford drew the color line twice more MU L M G 0 
the past week as he clipped a couple L FIL BIO N 
of current flickers, one beyond re- OSC S US’ CAREER 
pair. AR TRA 
The Pearl Bailey sequence was Film biography of Oscar Straus, 
ordered out of “Variety Girl,” which | today’s “waltz king,” is being mulled 
Opened at the Malco Wednesday | to coincide with a flock of revivals 
(27). However, no announcement | of his “Chocolate Soldier” and “Waltz 
was made in this connection and the | Dream.” Latter operetta, first pro- 
Negro singer's name appeared in the | duced in 1908 ‘incidentally with the 
billing and advertisements. Metropolitan Opera’s general man- 
Hal Roach’s “Comedy Carnival” | ager Edward Johnson in it) is cur- 
was left so badly hacked after all the| rently playing in Paris, Berlin, Vi- 
appearances of the little Negro boy | enna, The Hague and_ Brussels. 
with the Roach crew a la “Our| “Chocolate Soldier,” done by J. H. 
Gang” were ordered taken out, that| Del Bondio and Hans Bartsch last 
UA was forced to cancel the engage- | season, goes out Sept. 19 on tour. 
ment scheduled at Loew’s State. Ex- | Straus’ “Three Waltzes” (the other 
tremely doubtful now that picture | two by Johann Strauss Jr. and Sr.— 
can ever show here. no relations) is also slated for re- 
Local censors are acting more and | vival. 
more in star-chamber sessions, with Straus, now in his 70s, resides in 
announcements forthcoming only | NeW York. He is working on his 
when the press is able to pry them | memoirs which will be the basis of 
loose. Binford, whose advancing| the biopic. He has concert offers in 
years make it increasingly difficult} London, France and Holland but 
day by day for him to give coherent | after an intensive 8-week tour (52 
answers to questions, has taken to | concerts), during which he conducted 
hanging up the telephone on ali! everv day. he prefers to work on his 
newspaper reporters inquiring about | life’s story instead, at least for the 
board actions. time being. 











AFFIRMATIVE 
GAMPAIGN SET 


Film industry, which has been 
complacent for years under a bar- 
rage of hostile or careless smears 
and criticism, many of which have 
been undeserved, has finally reared 
on its haunches to defend itself. 

Unwilling to suffer any longer the 
barbs from press, radio, moralists | 
and others with an axe to grind, the | 
industry will embark shortly on a 
mammoth public relations campaign 
to convert its defenseless attitude | 
into one of mass offense. Campaign, 
it’s hoped, while pointing up Holly- 





wood’s side of the story in all in- | 


stances, will also put the captious 
critics in their places. 

Plans for one of the most intensive | 
industry-wide projects ever devised | 
have been mapped out by the Public | 
Information Committee of the Mo- | 
tion Picture -Assn., comprising the 
ad-publicity chiefs of each of the} 
major companies. Committee is | 
chairmanned by Charley Schlaifer of | 


20th-Fox. Plan has been received 
favorably by the prexies of the 
various MPA member companies. 


Campaign is an outgrowth of a 
(Continued on page 54) 


Chandler OKs 
1006 Gillette Bid 
For Series Tele 








Baseball commissioner 
(“Happy”) . Chandler has iad 
televising of the 1947 World Series 
at a price of $100,000. Figure is re- 
portedly a bid of Gillette Safety Razor 
for sponsorship of the series broad- | 
cast on all available tele stations | 
throughout the country. 

Chandler’s final decision on grant- 
ing the rights, after several weeks of 
wrangling among big league mag- 
nates who'd been opposed to having 
the series televised, was contained in 
weekend telegram to Mutual prexy 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Serving an Ace 

Evidence that television of 
sports events may have a bene- 
ficial effect on the boxoffice was 
overheard Monday afternoon (1) 
in the stadium of the West Side 
Tennis Club, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
During the fourth set of the ex- 


citing match between Dinny 
Pails, of Australia, and Ted 
Schroeder, of the U. S. team, 


one spectator explained his late 
arrival by saying that he’d been 
watching the ding-dong battle 
on his video set at home, and 
had decided it was too good to 
miss in person. 

Wherever the chap came from, 
he had ample time for the trip, 
as the match was the longest in 
Davis Cup history. running five 
sets (71 games) and requiring 





more than three hours to play. 


Disk Jockeys Now 


Hurting Sales, 


Gang Up on Hits and Wear ‘Em Out 


7% 





Int’! Tele Newsreel Seen 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

An international television news- 
reel, produced jointly and regularly 
by Britain, U. S. and other nations, 
is envisioned by BBC, according to 
reports reaching here. 
| foundation already laid for such a 
reel by the exchange of topical film 
by BBC with the television compa- 
nies in other nations. 

BBC is currently expanding its 
video work and hopes for a weekly 
news and topical program by the 


— of this year, with daily changes | jockey tackled his 


| of program a little later on. 


B way Show Biz 
Glad the Legion 





Has Hit the Road, 


Broadway amusement enterprises 
are thankful that the American 
Legion convention hits New York 
but once every 10 years. Aftermath 
of the vet confab left nothing in the 
way of upped b.o. receipts, many 
headaches and in some instances a 
sizable loss of coin, 

Entertainment industry isn’t put 
out at the actual drop in attendance 
during the convention, but it’s 
claimed that the Legion’s stay just 
before the three-day Labor Day 
weekend discouraged holiday visi- 


| tors, so that this resulted in a double 


loss. 
Extent of the Legion’s contribu- 
tion to Broadway boxoffice is seen 
(Continued on page 49) 


BBC sees the | | 


Disk jockeys, who at one time did 


an exploitation service for the rec- 
ord industry, have now reached the 
| point where their greatly increased 
|}numbers are in a large measure re- 
|sponsible for the slump in retail 
;sales figures the last six months 
Sgr conclusion was drawn. by one 
of the major manufacturers from a 
survey made recently in various 
| parts of the country. And the basic 
cause for the interference with 
| sales, strangely enough, is that too 
| many of the nation’s hundreds of 
| jocks got smart. 
Back in the early days of radio 
disk spinning, the average disk 
job from a hap- 
hazard point of view. He slapped 
disks on the air without regard for 
pace or any of the innumerable, but 
important, angles that make for good 
programming. Then, when the field 
was found to be a good thing and 
others joined up in droves, the 
smarter jocks began to plan their 
shows. 

As a result, the last two years or 
more have seen an approach to the 

(Continued on page 55) 


Cops Shutter Midway's 
Iron Lung Sideshow 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Minnesota State Fair police closed 
the midway’s iron lung exhibit after 
18-year-old Barbara Shea, Superior, 
Wis., complained she had been kept 
imprisoned in it nine days. 

She said she had been employed 
|as a ticket taker and then used as 
“demonstrator.” Fair officials also 
charged Mrs. Jesse Marsh, operating 
| the concession, with falsely adver- 
tising her as actress “Sally Rogers,” 
polio victim, in spiels, and also com- 
pelled patrons to pay additional ad- 
mission after entering the wees ee 





























qi¢ PERFECT ERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
a > Christmas Carols — 





by it, HOUR 


SILENT WIGHT 
“TWAS THE WIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
ADESTE FIDELIS 
GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN 
CAROL OF THE BELLS 
WARK! THE WERALD ANGELS SING 
OW LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
TWE FIRST NOEL 


OF CHARM 


ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA ..1 CHOIR 


Under the direction of PHIL SPITALNY 
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Debate 


on H'wood Commie Influence 


Snowballs Into a Major Hassle 





Radio’s Town Meeting of the Air 


@pparently skirted a complete bog- 
down in casting the affirmative roles 
to the moot question it wanted de- 
bated, “Is There Really a Com- 
munist Threat in Hollywood?” Pro- 
gram wag set for airing last night 
(Tues.) over the ABC net, but for 
a time it looked as though George 
B. Denny, program director, would 
not ,have anything but a series of 
false starts to show for his efforts 
to hook onto Hollywood names to 
chorus.“amen” to the oft-aired Con- 
gressional charge. 

Denny finally secured Mrs. Leila 


Rogers, mother of Ginger, to op- 
pose Emmet Lavery, prez of the 
Screen Writers’ Guild, and Albert 


Dekker, both inthe negative. Orig- 
inally, he had slated Hedda Hopper 
and Howard Emmett Rogers for the 
affirmative. Latter duo later. with- 
drew. Rogers punctuated his with- 
drawal. with .a lengthy letter to 
Day VARIETY explaining the reasons 
for his action. 


James Keyin McGuinness 


for the same roles. Last week 
Denny announced that neither Mc- | 
Guiness nor Menjou would be avail- | 
able. ‘Menjou supplemented by de- 
claring he had never definitely ac- 
cepted the chores. 

In his letter, Rogers asserted he 
was perfectly willing to argue af- 
firmatively on Red influence in|} 
Hollywood but that he had later | 
been asked by Denny to switch into | 
a spiel on Red propaganda in Amer- 
ican films. His objection, Rogers 
said, was becatise “the subject of | 
Communist propaganda in pictures | 
is one that could be argued for days 
on end without getting anywhere.” 
Whether a film sneaked in Kremlin 
ideology was strictly a matter of 
opinion, he added, whereas he ‘was | 
prepared “to debate the question on 





eer she as. MRP pINg | velt died. Miss Emerson stated that 


disproof of the threat in Hollywood. | the situation might have changed 


Lavery was to plug four points as 


If there was a real emergency, he 
argued, Congressman J. Parnell 
Thomas wouldn't have found it pos- 
sible to adjourn his committee’s 
hearings in June and pick them up 
in September. “You just don’t ad- 
journ national perils,” according to | 





W. C. Fields’ Widow Gets 
$800 Mo. Allowance 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Mrs. Hattie V. Fields, widow of the 
late W. C. Fields, was granted an 
allowance of $800 a month out of the 
$800,000 estate by Judge Harold B. 
| Jeffrey in L. A. superior court. 

Counsel for Carlotta Monti, con- 
testing the widow's claim, declared 





Mrs. Fields was not entitled to a 
share because she was “nota mem-! 


ber of the family” at the time of she | 
comedian’s death. 
— — — —EE | 

| 

Faye Emerson Urges U.S. | 


| Pix Abroad If Only To | 


| Sell’ Yank Way of Life 


Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Sept. 2. 


| American motion picture produ- 


and | 
Adolphe Menjou were then tapped | 


cers should make “a great effort to 
obtain distribution of American 
films in Europe, even if they lost a 
little money doing so, because our 
pictures help to sell democracy.” So 
Fays Emerson, who starred last week 
in the new comedy, “Profile,” ’at the 
Spa Summer Theatre, and who will 
soon sail with her husband, Elliott 
Roosevelt, for his second journalistic 
mission to the Continent, told 
Variety backstage Thursday night 
(28). Miss Emerson included Russia, 
which she visited with FDR’s son 
last December, among the countries 
where American pictures should be 
released, “on fair terms.” 

There is a demand for our screen 
product in the Soviet, which has 
40.000 theatres and halls available 
for movies. However, when the 
Roosevelts were there, no American 
picture—at least no new one—had 
been shown since President Roose- 


since, but it was her understanding 
,at the time that negotiations had 
| been carried on to effect a release of 
! each country’s movies in the other’s. 
| One of the things the Russians want- 
| ed was the right to make a selection 
|of American films. There were dis- 


cussions, too, of equitable terms. 


Lavery. Miss Emerson reported Deanna 

Claim of threat was unfounded, | Durbin ranked first among U. S. 
the SWG prexy felt, because it) stars with the Russian people, and 
would require cooperation of studio that Bette Davis’ pictures also were 


heads and they’re “strictly big busi- 
ness.” Moreover, 


very popular with them. She point- 


a real threat! ed out that the Durbin releases were 


would have been uncovered a long | jight stuff, principally musicals. They 


and his California committee on un- 
American activities. 


‘BEAUCOUP SHOW BIZ 
AIR TRAFFIC AT La 


Among the scores of stage and 
film personalities passing throuch 
New. York’s LaGuardia Field this 
week were: 

Conductor Bruno’ Walter on a 
three-month concert tour of Europe; 
French singer Charles Trenet re- 
tuining home after six months in 
the States; director Gregory Ratoff 
off to film for UA, “Cagliostro,” in 
Rome; Todd Duncan, baritone, off 
on three-month concert tour of 





the Russian audiences and did an 
effective job of “selling” our country. 

The Russians, like all other na- 
tionalities, hold a very high regard 
for “things American,” according to 
| the highly articulate and observing 
|Miss Emerson. “They consider our 
automobiles, jeeps, household fur- 
| nishings, products and gadgets as the 
| last word in-efficiency, comfort and 


style,” she commented. 


Metro’s ‘Edward’ Buy 
Seen Tracy Starrer 


London, Sept. 2. 
Metro closed a deal with Gilbert 
| Miller and Henry Sherek for. the 
film rights to their production of 





Europe; Lawrence Tibbett returning “Edward, My Son” currently at His 


after two-month European’ and 
South Africa tour; the Ink Spots to 
London for a six-week engagement 


Majesty's theatre. Spirited bidding 
| brought the price up to $160,000, 
Spencer Tracy may play the Robert 


at the Casino theatre; Edward Ar- | Morley role while Edwin Knopf will 


nold in N. Y. to do his radio show: 
Sonja Henie returning to the Coast 
after a month vacation in Europe; 
Robert Alda to the Coast for new 
film; tenor Richard Tucker home 
after a five-week tour in Italy; 


| produce. Metro. producer’ Ar- 
‘thur Hernblow, Jr., when here with 
his wife on vacation recently, re- 
portedly was instrumental in ar- 
|ranging the purchase. 

New play in three acts by Morley 


publicity director Jane Lait here to and Noel Langley, “Edward” opened 
get the Bing Crosby and Burl Ives auspiciously last June. Varrery de- 
show going; actress Betty. Caulfield | scribed the piece as the “saga of a 
east and Vivian Blaine and husband, | wicked newspaper baron, his spoiled 
Manny Frank, home from Paris, /and drunken son, his wife and his 

Trenet caused the slight delay of ™ tress. It’s another ‘Citizen Kane’ 
the Air France plane that was tak- except that the sets aren't so vast 
ing him home. Franctically paged by "or as arty.” Morley has the part 
employees to board his plane, he of the newspaper editor. Show is 
showed up laier with a vacuum bot- slated to transfer to the Lyric 
tle filled with vanilla ice cream. He theatre in three weeks replacing 


said that he was taking it home to 
his mother and fiancee. He was told | 
that the trip would take about 18 | 
hours. 


Originally set to sail on the SS. ' 


“Peace in Our Time” there. 


SELZNICKS DIVORCING 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Irene Mayer Selznick has filed suit | 





America the Ink Spots were in a 


for divorce from David O. Selznick | 
spot with their opening tomorrow 


on grounds of grievous mental suf- | 
(4) so they decided to fly by way cof fering. She also asked custody of | 
American Overseas Airline plane their two sons, Lewis Jeffrey 15, | 
thet would get them in London in|and Daniel Mayer. 11. oY TN 
less than a day. Returning they will They were married 


in 1930 and | 
appear at N. Y. Paramount. separated in 1945. | 








272nd WEEK! a 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Coming svon, the most unusual 
picture ever made. KEN MUR- 
RAY’S Production, “BILL AND 


Coo,” in Trucolor. 
lease, 


Laie Auxiliary Asks 
Better Pix, Radio Shows 


A Republic re- 








U. S. radio programs and motion 
pictures could be improved, of 
course, the American Legion Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary decided last week, 
but they’re not nearly so bad as the 
auxiliary’s Indiana Department feels 
them to be; 

Indiana Department delegates ar- 
rived at the Auxiliary’s national 
convention in New York last week 
armed with a biting resolution “con- 
demning radio programs and motion 
pictures which tend to glorify crim- 
inals, immorality and propaganda 
contrary to the interests of our fu- 


ture citizens and our American 
ideals, in the minds of receptive 
children.” 


Resolution noted that “during the 
past months there has developed an 
alarming tendency on the part of 
moving picture producers and radio 
to glorify gangsterism and foreign 
influences through the subtle propa- 
ganda o: entertainment.” Measure 
further deplored “the influence of 
foreign films from any country 
which tends to be the medium of 
any foreign propaganda or philosophy 
however seemingly worthy, in the 
guise of entertainment.” 

In passing, the resolution also de- 
nounced “emphasis upen actors and 
actresses whose private lives are not 
models for impressionable youth.” 

The Auxiliary’s national radio 
committee, to which the Indiana 
resolution was referred, took excep- 
tion to it as “misleading, wordy” and 
uncalled-for, and adopted instead a 
comparatively mild measure pro- 
posing that the 950,000-member 
Auxiliary “encourage radio networks 
and motion picture companies to 
produce more and better programs 
and pictures directed to the devel- 
opment of higher ideals of living and 
better citizenship.” 

Convention later adopted this res- 
olution without debate. 

Mrs. John A. Lakeman of Spring- 
field, Mass., radio committee chair- 
man, told Variery the group felt 
that radio “has grown and is con- 
tinuing to grow along the right ten- 
dencies,” that the .etworks “have 
cooperated excellently with our 
people” and that the committee saw 
no burning cause for adopting a 
measure such as the Indiana Depart- 
ment submitted. Implication was that 
the same feeling applied to the film 
industry, 


Rita’s Back, Col. Got Her 


Rita Hayworth arrived in New 
York Monday (1) aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth after a five-month tour of 
Europe. She made many p.a.’s and 
also appeared at the London preem 
of her latest film, “Down to Eearth.” 

Miss Hayworth, who said she. en- 
joyed the junket, trained to the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.). She ex- 
pects to start work on a new vehicle 
late this month and described the 
part as a “dramatic” role. Nate 
Spingold, Columbia veepee, headed 
the reception committee at the pier. 


Irv Ashers Back 


The Irving Ashers ‘(Laura La 
Plante) returned from a European 
vacation Monday (1) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth. Producer declared 
“we went away on a two-week vaca- 
tion and stayed three months.” 
Couple plans to remain in New 
York until the end of the week and 
then plane to the Coast. Asher 
stated his next production would be 
for RKO in Dec: mber but film’s title 











But Soft-Pedals Blast 


| 


More Showmanship to Paris\Fashion 
Showings Than a 


Hollywood Preem 


& 





Michael Loring Doing : 
Ecclesiastical Assist 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Samuel Mirviss, formerly of Min- 
neapolis, who has appeared in films, 
stage and radio and night clubs as 
Michael Loring, ‘will be cantor and 
assistant to Rabbi Morris Gordon of 
Adath Jeshurun synagog here at 
youth services during the high holy 
days, starting Sept. 14. 
Mirviss, now employed by the Fed- 
eral government at Portland, Ore., 
is the son of M. D. Mirviss, long sex- 
ton of Adah Jeshurun. 


Hotel Plaza, N.Y., Again 
Trying for Formality In 


‘Most Expensive’ Room 


The Hotel Plaza, N.Y., celebrating 
its 40th anniversary this fall, will 
climax the event by reopening the 
grillroom which has been shuttered 
for over a decade and which, at one 
time, enjoyed the rep of being the 
most expensive room in New York. 
It will again have its own separate 
entrance on the 59th street side-and 
will give the Persian Room a tussle 
as “the” boite in the hostelry. 


Now a Hilton chain-operated hotel, 
the Plaza in 1896 originally was a 
skating rink, later a six-story hotel, 
but had to be razed in 1906 because 
it was too hazardous to build on top 
of the basic structure. The new 
Plaza opened in 1907 with the late 
Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt and Mrs 
Clarabelle Walsh as original tenants. 
Latter, w.k. in show-biz circles, is 
still resident there. 

The Plaza grillroom will have only 
dance music and, possibly, again at- 
tempt a strictly formal policy. 


COMIC BLASTS RIVAL 
FOR COPPING MATERIAL 


Lifting of material among comics, 
longtime sorespot in the trade, had 
its natural aftermath last week at 








~~ 
¢ ~ By LUCETTE CARiny 


Paris, Aug. 
Following Christian Dior’s rather 
sensational opening, all Paris coutu- 


riers have shown their winter col- 
lections. Each opening (more than 
25 in one week) has the glamour of 
a theatre “premiere.” There is the 
| same agitation and tenseness—the 
| press and overseas (chiefly Ameri- 
|} can) buyers are all there, ready to 
| admire or criticize. 

Molyneux, Schiaparelli, Lelong, 
Fath, Balmain...almost al] have 
| adopted the famous new figure: 100° 
feminine with superfine waist, bust, 
hips, corsets and pads in unexpected 
places. The evening gowns and 
wraps are so sumptuous that all are 
fit to be worn at court receptions. 
Fashion experts seem to sense some- 
‘thing historical is happening: and 
| they are on the front line of the new 
Fashion Revolution, 

They see 500 models daily from 
10 a.m. to midnight. They occasion- 
ally have to be revived with cham- 
pagne, but luckily there is very little 
monotony in the clothes. 

Behind the scenes, the dresses are 
sketched by 10 people at once, jour- 
nalists get interviews, photographers 
want exclusive pictures. Buyers can- 
not make up their minds: everything 
is lovely, but what fabulous prices! 
Finally they are tempted and buy 
a great many things. Publicity di- 
rectors are in a daze, mannequins 
can hardly stand up. It is the gteat- 
est triumph the French couture has 
known for a decade. 

Dictators’ Op nions 

Here is what some of the fashion 
dictators say about their own col- 
lections. 

Robert Piquet: “A woman will not 
resemble a flapper any more. From 
now on she will at last look a 
a 

Lucien Lelong: “The 1948 woman 
will appear to be walking against 
the wind. Clinging materia! will re- 
veal her body, as if she were a fig- 
| urehead on the prow of a ship.” 
| Jacques Fath: “Mine is a style 
{for a sumptuous but severe winter, 
| covered with snow and enchanted by 
{violins ..” 

Countess de Polignac (Lanvin): 
“.Now that a leveling uniformity 











the Concord hotel, Kiamesha Lake, | tends to replace quality, it is vital 
N. Y., when Eddie Schaeffer pub- | to fight for beauty and give it the 


licly blasted another ‘comedian for | importance it deserves. . rd ‘ 
using his major bits at that spot As for Captain Molyneux, he is 


three days before he opened. 
Schaeffer stunned” the guests in 

this resort spot when he turned 

loose his accusations at the start of 


his regular turn on the floor. 
Schaeffer revealed that he had asked 
the rival comic to lay off, especially 
at this spot, inasmuch as he (Schaef- 
fer) was to follow him in. Accord- 
ing to Schaeffer, other comic agreed, 
| but when he reported for rehearsal, 
the orchestra members told him that 
his pieces had been done in previous 
show. i? , 
Schaeffer was very forceful in his 
assertions and declared that al- 
though he may never appear at the 
Concord again, the “audacity of 
such thievery” should be known. 


Col. Looks Set to Pay 
7506 for ‘Yesterday’ 


Columbia appeared close this 
' week to making a deal at a near 
| record figure for screen rights to the 
Broadway longrun legit hit, “Born 
Yesterday.” Price is reported to be 
$750,000, plus a percentage of the 
profits. The 750G would be divided 
over a 10-year period. 


Col wants the property as a Rita 
Haywoith starrer. Also in the run- 
ning to obtain it is Paramount, 
which wants it for Betty Hutton. 
Par’s interest waned somewhat, how- 
ever, when Abe Lastfogel, of the 
William Morris office, representing 
author Garson Kanin and producer 
Max Gordon, made known the price. 
It has only been exceeded by the 
$1,000,000 Universal-International is 
reported to have paid for “Harvey.” 

Comedy of postwar Washington is 
now in its 83d week on Broadway. 
It has only been recently offered to 
films, Kanin and Gordon having 
previously held onto it with the con- 
tention they would picturize it 
themselves. With the offers becom- 
ing so fabulous, however, it is said 








include George S. Kaufman 
Moss Hart—felt that 


and 
it would be 





as yet is not set. 


more profitable to sell. 


that they and their backers—who | 


conservative: no extreme styles. Per- 
| haps this is the reason why he may 
‘be picked out to make Princess 
Elizabeth’s wedding dress? 

Two of the most spectacular col- 
lections are those of Jacques Fath 
and Pierre Balmain. Fath had his 
opening at 9 p.m. in his garden just 
back of the Hotel George V. The 
trees were illuminated and crowds 
watched from windows and roofs of 
adjoining buildings. Fath has just 
made the dresses which Parisian 
torchsinger Edith Piaf will wear in 
|New York where she is to open 
| shortly. Maria Montez rushed to see 
| him the minute she arrived: Sonja 
'Henie is returning this week from 
| the Riviera to order her fall clothes. 
| Among his customers are Mrs. Evita 
Peron, Mrs. Ray Milland and Yvonne 
Printemps, Sacha Guitry’s wife No. 
|2 (he is to marry No. 5 very soon, 
| beautiful dark Lena Marconi). 
| At Pierre Balmain’s it was hardly 

possible to get a seat, but four chairs 
|in the front row had been reserved 
|for Viveca Lindfors, Mrs. Delmer 
| Daves, Mrs. Joe Hummel (Warners) 
| and Mms. Victor Francen. They all 
varrived together and Miss Lindfors 
_ ordered four dresses. Balmain is go- 
_ing around the world on a two 
| months’ tour. He will be in Holly- 
| wood for two weeks in October with 
‘his assistant, Irish John Cavanagh. 
| William Wyler, Daves and other 
i friends will entertain him there. 
|He has been to America be- 
fore and his English is _ perfect. 
Christian Dior by now will have 
made his first voyage to America. 

Among other things, they want to 
check American women’s reaction to 
Paris fashions and see how these 
fashions are adapted in America 
while, at the same time, they will 
bring home many new American 
| ideas that will be profitable te the 
women of France. 


Welles for ‘Moby’ 
Paris, Sept. 2. 

Orson Welles reported planning to 
_do a stage version of Herman Mel- 
ville’s novel, “Moby Dick,” in Lon- 
‘don. 

Also wants Joseph Cotten for the 
lead. 
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) FILM CRISIS UPS STARS’ COIN 





Radio Cracking Back at Pix? 


After being on the receiving end 
sters,” 
Monday night (1) hit back at the 


attitude towards the Marshall plan for Europe. 


in the film version of “The Huck- 


radio, via NBC’s documentary, “Miracle Over Main Street” 


filmmakers for their “don’t care” 
Program lashed 


Hollywood for putting boxoffice considerations before the public in- 


terest. 
was given the following lines: 


Jimmy Stewart, playing lead in the special one-shot airer, 
“In my home town, Hollywood, there 


are lots of men who learned how to use the movies for propaganda 


to teach guys how to kill. 


just like everybody else. 
want—and maybe a littte less, just 


A lot of them would like to use films to 
explain the Marshall plan to the public. 


But out in Hollywood we're 


We give the people what we think they 


to be sure.” 


Program also included a satirical story conference skit in which a 
writer, squawking against the mangling of his script, is told by a film 
producer that Hollywood can’t afford to worry about such things as 


the Marshall plan. 
comes first. 


There’s a little thing called the boxoffice that 








Tax Compromise Seen in London; 
May Lower to 50%, Freeze 257, 





Tentative meeting in the next 304 


to 60 days of U. S. film execs with 
British government officials, in Lon- 
don, set last week, has given rise to 
considerable hope in the industry 
of a compromise on the 75% tax 
issue. In the meantime, reports from 
the British capital predicted an an- 
nouncement shortly of a revision of 
the ad valorem duty to a 50% and 
25% freeze—which still wouldn't 
give much comfort to U. S. film- 
makers. 

London meeting on the tax was 
tentatively arranged by Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. prexy Eric Johnston in a 
trans-Atlantic telephone conversa- 
tion with Sir Wilfred Eady, who 
headed the British loan mission to 
this country recently. Eady hinted 
to Johnston that the door was not 
slammed and all was not over, so 
far as negotiations on the impost are 
concerned. 

Big stake the indie producers have 
in revision of the British tax was 
highlighted by the lengthy series of 
meetings in New York last week, 
attended by Grad Sears, United 
Artists prexy, and James Mulvey, 
representing the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
They are particularly concerned 
with what they term “hardship 
cases”’—those producers who are in 
a bad financial jam because they 
budgeted their films and owe money 
to banks on the basis of income from 
Britain. They have been trying to 
work out a plan for borrowing from 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp., 
or the Export-Import Bank, to help 
them overcome their difficult situa- 
tion. 

As a result of the great indie in- 
terest, it is definite that a rep of 
the SIMPP will accompany John- 
ston and other MPA officials to Lon- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Newsreels Mull Plan To 
Cut Issues to 1-a-Week 
As Cost-Saving Measure 


Economy moves of the majors may 
hit the newsreels drastically. The 
five companies which operate reels 
—Metro, Paramount, 20th-Fox, War- 
ner Bros. and Universal—are mul- 
ling a plan already discussed among 
the quintet to cut the two-per- week 
issues of the reel to one weekly issue 
by each company. 

Scheme which some company 
prexies figure would save substan- 
tial coin on the reels was presented 
in Washington at last week’s meet 
at the Motion Picture Assn. office 
which discussed international prob- 
lems. Proposal was also kicked 
around at a recent huddle among 
reps of the five reels. 

Short subjects departments of 
some of the companies, under 

(Continued on page 21) 


Kelly Back This Week 


Arthur W. Kelly, executive v.p. of 
United Artists, is expected back in 
New York at the end of this week 
from his current trip to England. He 
has been abroad for about three 
weeks, confabbing with J. Arthur 
Rank and the latter’s circuit execs 
on opening up Rank’s theatres to 
UA product. 

Kelly also made a quick trip over 
to Paris to huddle with Georges 
Rouvier, UA rep there, 








-Johnston’s Bursitis 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Eric Johnston, prexy of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn., left the Emergen- 
cy hospital here today after treat- 
ment for bursitis which developed 
on his recent trip to Europe. 

MPA prez went directly home 
where he’ll be confined for another 
week to 10 days. 


Looks All Set For 
Yates to Buy Out 
Goetz s Rep Stock 


Long negotiations between Her- 
bert J. Yates and Harry Goetz for 
purchase by Yates of Goetz’s com- 
plete holdings in Republic appeared 
close to the finish line this weék. 
Most of the details were agreed on 





bin a series of huddles last week and 


consummation may be expected al- 
most momentarily. 

Efforts were being made to close 
the arrangements in time for the 
board meeting last week, but it was 
apparently impossible. Point was to 
have things set so that Goetz and the 
other two directors he named to the 
board could resign at the meeting 
and leave Rep’s operation almost 
completely in the hands of Yates, its 
prexy, and his associates. Meeting 
was postponed from Thursday (28) 
to Friday for this reason, 

What figure Goetz is seeking for 
his holdings is undisclosed; however 
it’s cgnsiderably more than the low 
quotes on Rep in the currently de- 
pressed stock market, since it will 
give Yates undisputed control of the 
company, 

Yates admitted for the first time, 
over the weekend, that he had made 
an offer to purchase Goetz’s stock. 
Goetz, in turn, has offered to buy 
Yates out. Rep prexy said, however, 
that his holdings are not for sale at 
any price.” 

Goetz controls the third largest 
block of Rep stock, coming after 

(Continued on page 16) 


WELLES COMMUTING 





HOLLYWOOD TO LONDON 


* Orson Welles, who returned to 
Hollywood last week from almost a 
month of huddles with Sir Alexander 
Korda in London, goes back to Eng- 
land Sept. 13 for six days of addi- 
tional confabs. Welles is under con- 
tract to the British producer to write, 
act and direct a film, which, during 
the last trip it was decided, will be 
“Cyrano de Bergerac.” 

Quickie visit this month will be to 
set details for sending the film into 
production. Korda and Welles are 
both to have clarified other commit- 
ments by the time Welles returns so 
that it can be determined whether 
actual work will begin in November 
or February. 

Welles had to make a hurried re- 
turn from England to do the final 
editing on “Macbeth,” which he pro- 
duced for the Charles K. Feldman 





group for release by Republic. 





TOP NAMES; AS 
B.0. INSURANCE 


Salaries of top film stars, already 
at phenomenal heights, are para- 
doxically expected to go still high- 
er as result of the present crisis 
facing the industry. While striving 
for economy on every hand, pro- 
ducers admit that they’ll undoubted- 
ly be forced to give the marquee 
names even fatter fees than they’re 
now getting because they need them 
as “insurance.” 

With the British tax situation and 
rapidly contracting markets else- 
where abroad driving studios fran- 
tically to seek means of slashing 
budgets, the Cary Grants and Ingrid 
Bergmans are seen becoming more 
valuable than ever. They’re “insur- 
ance” in that whatever the fancy 
deal they get, they nevertheless vir- 
tually assure the films in which they 
star a profit in the domestic market 
alone. 

Agents, notoriously far from slow 
in realizing possibilities for an extra 
dollar, are well aware of the poten- 
tialities the present foreign crisis 
offers. Checks with them during the 
past week disclose they’re practic- 
ally all thinking in terms of dras- 
tically lifting asking prices for 
services of their clients. They either 
plan to demand healthy salary tilts 
or increasingly generous profit-par- 
ticipation deals. 

It’s expected, incidentally, that the 
profit-sharing arrangements will be- 
come even more popular with pro- 
ducers than they have been in the 
past. It’s one way of deferring the 
element of risk in a future of un- 
certain markets. On the other hand, 
with the income tax boys making 
capital gains setups risky, players, 
directors and writers may be ex- 

(Continued on page 6) 


CORWIN’S ‘ODYSSEY’ 
VIA FELDMAN UNIT 


Norman Corwin has been pacted 
by Charles K. Feldman Productions 
to write the screenplay of and direct 
his own yarn, “Odyssey of Runyon 
Jones,” a radio play which the 
writer did for* his CBS series and 
which appeared in his anthology, 
“13 By Corwin.” It has had some 
40 rebroadcasts. 

Feldman hasn’t as yet set a studio 
deal for the making of “Jones,” but 
it is expected that one will be con- 
summated shortly, with the agent- 
producer providing a complete or 
almost complete package that will 
include at least partial tinanci2¢. 

Attorney Arnold Grant set Cor- 
win’s deal with Feldman. 








| Another Casualty of the Currently 
Confused Foreign Market Is That Deal 
For Rathvonto Buy Out Odlum in RKO 


,% 





No Joke 


Nick Schenck, Spyros Skou- 
ras, Ned Depinet, Major Albert 
Warner, John O’Connor, Charles 
D. Prutzman, Jimmy Grainger, 
Barney Balaban, Grad Sears 
and Jack Cohn comprised the 
party flying back from Washing- 
ton last week, following pow- 
wows with Eric Johnston on the 
British situation, when they 
were caught in a terrific storm. 
Circling some 45 minutes above 
LaGuardia Airport, N. Y., with 
the tension high, Cohn cracked: 

“Do you realize what a story 
this would be for VARIETY, 
fellers, if something happened 
to all the film company execu- 
tives in this one plane!” 


June Tax Take 
Surely Indicates 
No 47 B.0. Blues 


Washington. Sent. 

Despite the howls of pe el 
1947 biz continues to bowl along at 
a better rate even than record break- 
ing 1946, according to figures of the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue on ad- 
missions taxes. Figures for Julv tax 
collections, generally reflecting June 
biz, were put out last week by Uncle 
Sam and disclose that the July 1947 
take ran about $1,000,000 ahead of 
the same month last vear. Since the 
bite is 20%, biz was actually $5,- 
000,000 better. 

The June tax total on admissions 
hit $34,972,435, compared with $33,- 
980,404 for the tax on June 1946 biz 
and only $27,829,982 for May 1947. 

These figures, of course, include 

(Continued on page 20) 


MORE OIL DOLLARS FOR 
HOLLYWOOD'S KLIEGS 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Robert Frost, Texas oil tycoon, is 
going into indie celluloid production 
with a company incorporated as 
Frost Films. 
First productis 
slated to go into 





— 

















«till untitled, is 
ux about Nov. 15. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Labor Day Boosts Biz—‘Bachelor,’ ‘Tights,’ 


‘Variety,’ 


‘Thin Man,’ _—— ‘Father’ Pace Field 


Overcoming torrid weather 
many spots and lure of outdoors in 
almost every key, Labor Day week- 
end gave film theatre biz the shot in 
the arm it had been looking for and 
tipped a strong season at key city 


firstruns. Many nabe theatres also | 


did great trade on Labor Day, 

For the second successive week, | 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
easily walked away with titular box- 
office honors. It had a hefty margin 
over “Mother Wore Tights” (20th), 
which soared up from fourth posi- 
tion to second, thereby measuring up | 
to its initial promise. Others in Big | 
Six this week in order of strength | 
and playdates are “Variety Girl’ 


(Par), “Song of Thin Man” (M-G), 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) and “Life | 
With Father” (WB). 


Runners-up, which are more im- 


| portant than usual this session be- 


cause biz was strong outside the top 
six winners, are “Deep Valley” 
(WB), “Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue), “Crossfire” (RKO) 
“Down to Earth” (Col). 
“Bachelor,” 
seven weeks at the N. Y. Music Hall, 
is uniformly strong in every one of 
14 keys where playing this stanza. 
Takes in Minneapolis and Cincinnati 
are rated colossal, with the amazing 
thing about its performance being 


and | 


which is going to stay | 


5h ng big holdover weeks it is getting. 
In St. Louis, the RKO opus is great 
in second round, big in Chi on initial 
holdover week, torrid in second 
| Providence stanza, terrific on third 
| weeks in Baltimore and K. C. The 
$137,000 it’s getting at the Music 
| Hall, N. Y., on its sixth frame, also 
is great. 
| “Tights” ranges from smash or 
| gigantic in some nine theatres over 
| the country. “Tin Man,” being 
launched in about 10 key cities cov- 
lered by Variety, is particularly 
socko in St. Louis, Washington and 
Pittsburgh, being top new film in 
last-named city. “Variety Girl,” an- 
other new entry this 
| helped by special benefit preems of 
Variety Clubs, shaping as~sock in 
| about eight keys and pacing the field 
_in Omaha and Seattle. 
| “Father,” 
ber of dates 
| particularly strong 
| Pitt and Cincy. 

“Slave Girl” (U) is doing great in 
Cincy this stanza. 
post” (Rep) is finishing a nice week | 
(in St. Louis. 
(U) appears fairly good on N. Y. 
preem. 
in five L. A. spots. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 11-13) 





week, was | 


out on a limited num- | 
at upped scale, shapes | 
in N. Y., Chi, | 
“Northwest Out- | 
“Something in Wind” | 


“Wyoming” (Rep) looks neat | 


* Syndicate which N. Peter Rath- 
von was originally endeavoring to 
assemble to purchase a controlling 
interest in RKO from Floyd Odlum’s 
Atlas Corp. is now completely out of 
the picture. And_as things stand 
now, it has been learned, all efforts 
that have been made to date by the 
RKO prexy to -aise coin to buy con- 
trol are dead. Current confused 
status of the foreign film market was 
the final brake on Rathvon’s hopes. 

However, there’s nothing to stop 
him from renewing his attempts to 
line up backers at any time. Odlum 
definitely wants to sell out or most 
of his stock in the company. And 
as long as there’s any possibility at 
all of Rathvon’s succeeding in get- 
ting the coin to buy it, the Atlas 
topper will talk to no one else. They 
have long been closely associated 
and he'd like to see Rathvon get a 
setup together which would enable 
him to continue as president. Odlum, 
in fact, turned down the offer of 
William S. Paley, Columbia Broad- 
casting System prez, because of his 
refusal to guarantee.to keep Rath- 
von active in the RKO setup. 

The syndicate that Rathvon is ree 
ported to have originally attempted 
to get together consisted of J. Arthur 
Rank, Robert R. Young, I. W. and 
M. A. Schlesinger, South African 
theatre circuit interests (associated 
with Rank and Universal); Serge 
Semenenko and Matty Fox. Young 
is controlling stockholder in Pathe 
Industries, which owns Eagle Lion 
and PRC. EL distribs Rank product 
in the U. S. and Young, railroad 
magnate and financier, was willing 

(Continued on page 20) 


CROSBY MULLS CONCERT 
DATE WHILE IN LONDON 


Bing Crosby may do a concert 
next spring or summer at Albert 
Hall, London’s counterpart of N.Y.’s 
Carnegie Hall. Singer may do a film 
for J. Arthur Rank and would at 
that time .partake of the concert 
idea. 

Crosby has never done anything 
of that sort in this country. He has 
made no p.a.’s beyond benefit ap- 
pearances since attaining a peak 
never before reached by a popular 
singer, 
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~ Anyway, After All the Mathematics, 


Looks Like DOS Has Winner in Duel 





Coin already in the till makes it¢ 
certain that David O. Selznick will 
come out with a fairish profit on 
“Duel in the Sun,” despite the tre- 
mendous negative cost and the heavy 
money thrown into advertising. Loss 
of the British market and tightening 
up in other countries abroad, how- 
ever, will cost the producer a great 
chunk of his profits, as it was ‘the 
overseas income which was counted 
on most heavily for a high net. 

With only the very roughest kind 
of estimate now possible, because of 
many undecipherable factors, “Duel” 
is figured likely to show a profit of 
about $1,000,000 on domestic distribu- 
tion alone. Under normal and fa- 
vorable circumstances it might be 
possible to add another $2,500,000 net 
from overseas., If the present British 
blackout continues and some of the 
threats in other markets are realized, 
the foreign income could be cut to 
not much over $500,000 or $600,000. 

Forecast of ‘“Duel’s” domestic gross 
on basis of income so far is that it 
will eventually hit around $11,500,- 
000. In the bank to date is slightly 
over $6,000,000 in rentals. That’s 
with about 2,500 dates. Selznick dis- 
tribution chief Neil Agnew hopes to 
get 5,000 more on the present upped 
admission policy. These will be less 
important theatres than the initial 
2,500, of course, and are being count- 
ed on to bring in at least $1,500,000. 
That should give a total of close to 
$8,000,000 on the present policy and 
present terms, which are 60%. 

When these dates are all played, 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Gents Agreement’ 
Follows ‘Kiss’ Into 
Brandts’ Mayfair, N.Y. 


Disclosure that 20th-Fox’s “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” would follow 
the current “Kiss of Death” into the 
Brandts’ Mayfair theatre offers fur- 
ther evidence of the shortage of 
suitable first run product for Broad- 
way houses. “Agreement” won’t be 
ready for release until November, 
which means that “Kiss,” which 
opened Wednesday (27), will prob- 
ably be held in the house for at 
least six weeks. 

Despite the two 20th films follow- 
ing each other into the Mayfair, 
spokesmen for the Brandt circuit, 
which operates the house, re- 
emphasized that 20th has no lease on 
the place. Theatre is open to the 
product of any company if the films 
and terms are suitable and will be 
booked exactly like the Globe and 
Gotham, Brandt's other Broadway 
first run houses. Opening of “Kiss” 
marked the conversion of the the- 
atre from its previous third run op- 
eration to a first run showcase. 
Brandt outfit recently leased the 
Mayfair from Walter Reade after 
the Loew’s lease had expired. 

Shortage of first product pre- 

viously had caused two other 
changes in the Broadway picture. 
The Broadway theatre, former le- 
giter leased by United Artists as a 
first run showcase, was closed re- 
cently, reportedly because of the 
product shortage, although UA de- 
clared the shuttering was for “al- 
terations.” RKO Palace recently 
shifted to a repertory program of 
reissues and has found the change 
so successful it will continue on that 
policy for ve or six weeks, 


W.R. Frank Now Threatens 
To Become an Actor Also 


: Minneanolis, Sept. 2. 

In from Hollyw::: ! with a camera 
crew to get authentic backgrounds 
at the Minnesota State Fair for his 
forthcoming Technicolor picture, 
“Dan Patch.” the story of the famous 
pacer, W. R. Frank, film producer 
and local theatre circuit owner, said 
he has made a deal with United 
Artists to distribute the picture 








. which he estimates will cost nearly 


$2,000,000. 

Frank also said he's negotiating 
with Joel McCrea, Walter Brennan 
and Marjorie Main, among others, 
to appear in the pictures. He'll be 
back, he announced, Sept. 15-25 to 
shoot more race scenes on the Fair- 
grounds and will use several hun- 
dred localites as “extras.” 

Frank himself will act in the pic- 
ture, playing the role 
Savage who was Dan Patch’s owner. 
He also played small parts in several 
of his other pictures. 





Squarer for Down Under 

Howard Hughes has been 
forced to shoot a new ending for 
“Outlaw” in order to have the 
film okayed for showing in 
Australia. Law and order must 
prevail on Aussie screens so in 
the Aussie version, Jack Beutel 
is brought to trial and punished, 
in order to get by the Aussie 
censor. 


‘Gone’ 4th Reissue 
May Add $5,000,000 
More to $32,000,000 


Metro’s “Gone With the Wind” in 
its current fourth time around has 
been grossing more than 100% over 
the third release of the film five 
years ago. In 11 test engagements to 
date, “GWTW” has raked in more 
than $204,000, as compared to $96,000 
grossed by the film in the same 11 
situations in 1942. Film, in its second 
national release in 1940 which 
marked the first time it played at 
popular prices, grossed more than 
$177,000 in those same theatres. 
Current gross, during which 
“GWTW” has also played at stand- 
ard admission prices, represents 62% 
of the mony taken in by the picture 
in the same 11 engagements in 1939, 
when it played at advanced scales on 
a two-a-day reserved seat policy. 
Film has grossed more than $32,000,- 
000 in both the domestic and for- 
eign markets to date and, despite the 
recent tightening of the market 
overseas, early returns have led 
Metro sales chief to be confident that 
“GWTW” will add at least $5,000,000 
more to its overall gross during the 
current release, 

Although what stand the British 
government will take on American 
reissues in England has not yet been 
officially determined, Metro has 
prints of “GWTW” in England at the 
present time, which are not subject 
(Continued on page 49) 


ILLNESS SIDETRACKS 











Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Eagle Lion has postponed “Noose 
Hangs High,” Abbott-Costello 
starrer, as result of the illness of 
Lou Costello and producer Milton 
Feld. Film had originally been 
scheduled to start next Monday (8). 

Costello has been laid up follow- 
ing a knee injury two weeks ago 
and will be out of action for eight 
weeks. Feld is seriously ill at Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital. Comedy team 
will probably make : “Brain of 
Frankenstein” for Universal-Interna- 
tional before starting “Noose.” 


Metro Guns Three 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Metro starts three pictures this 
week, making a total of five in work 
on the lot. Starters are “The Big 
City,” “Hills of Home” and “State 
of the Union.” 

Holdovers from last week are 
“Luxury Liner” and “On an Island 
With You.” 


Nick Schenck’s Gift Of 
1,000 Loew’s, Activity 
In Par Reported Via SEC 


+ Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

The gift of 1,000 shares of Loew’s, 
Inc., common to charity by Nieholas 
M. Schenck was revealed in the 
latest report of the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission covering transac- 
tions from July 11 to Aug. 10. 
Schenck’s gift brought his holdings 
in Loew’s stock to 61,727 shares. 
Howard Dietz acquired 15 shares of 
Loew’s common. 

There was brisk activity in Para- 
‘mount common. The T. G. Latouche 
trust disposed of 1,000 shares during 
the report period. The N. Griffis 
trust sold a similar amount. Stanton 
Griffis reported holding 9,000 shares; 
the F. K. Griffis trust 6,000 shares, 
and the W. E. Griffis trust 2,800. 
Maurice Newton, New York, added 
115 shares to his holdings now total- 
ling 18,620, while his trust reported 
having 18,380 shares. 

Lehman Bros. reported having 
| 2,500 shares of 20th-Fox common and 
| disposing of 400 shares of 20th $1.50 
cumulative preferred stock. 

Samuel Broidy revealed that he 
had exercised his option to purchase 
3,000 shares of Monogram common, 
bringing his total in Mono to 15,799 
shares. He still holds options for the 
purchase of 2,000 additional shares, 
he disclosed. 

Members of the family of Herbert 
J. Yates have acquired 210 shares of 
Associated Motion Pictures, Inc., the 
SEC reported, making their total 
7,535. Onsrud, Inc., a holding com- 
pany, has 46,918. 

Robert W. Atkins, New York, 
acquired 600 shares of Trans-Lux 
common during January and Febru- 
ary of 1947 in a belated report to the 
commission. 


Toronto Variety’s 236 
Preem for ‘Variety Girl’ 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 
With J. J. Fitzgibbons, president 
of Famous Players-Canadian and 
chief barker of Tent 28 of Variety 
Clubs International, supervising the 














A&C PICTURE FOR EL) pxeceetives. the only Variety Club 


in Canada grossed a sellout $23,000 
when it held its first theatre benefit 
in the some 30 simultaneous “world 
premieres” of “Variety Girl” (Par). 
Locale was the Imperial, Toronto, 
flagship of the FPC chain, with 3,464 
seater scaled at $10 and $6 a pair. 
“Sold Out” signs were up hours be- 
fore the performance. 

Two-hour stage show was pro- 
duced by Jack Arthur, with Billy De 
Wolfe as guest-star, journeying from 
Hollywood. He made his lobby en- 
trance with the newly-elected Miss 
Canada, Margaret Marshall, on his 
arm. 








~ General Short 


Broadway, the nation’s showcase, 
is still showing the effects of a 
shortage of strong pix. While the 
big pix are racking up solid busi- 
ness, a flock of the first-runs on 
Times Sq. and its fringes are fluc- 
tuating between new entries and re- 
issues with the accent on the latter. 
There’s not enough product with 


operating on a_ straight first-run 
| basis, according to industryites. 
Palace is prime example. The 
RKO ghowcase is in.its third week 
of repertory—that is one-day play- 
ings of RKO oldies—with repeats on 
those scoring best at the boxoffice. 
House will probably stretch its 
repertory operations to five-to-six 
weeks, according to company exccs. 
Criterion is also fresh out of new 
entries and is launching the fourth 
round of “Gone With the Wind” in 


the metropolitan sector. GWTW 
opened Saturday (30) following 
closeout of Universal's “Brute 


Force.” Film, of course, is unique 


of Harold /and there's better than even chances | “Frieda.” 


that it'll rake in as much as a solid 
first-run. 
Warner's Strand has taken several 





staying power to keep these houses | 


Flock of Reissues on B'way Key 


age of Film Product 


shots at the oldies which have paid 
off fairly well supplemented by its 
stage shows. Latest was the dual, 
“Marked Woman” and “Dust Be My 
Destiny,” which the Strand played 
two weeks ago. WB's showcase re- 
cently tenanted another company 
dualer, “Sea Wolf” and “Sea Hawk.” 

Republic, Victoria, Gotham, May- 
fair, Broadway, Ambassador and 
, Park Ave. have all been jockeying 
between newcomers and oldies. Re- 
public is currently playing “How 
Green Was My Valley.” Victoria 
recently tenanted “Jungle Book” 
; while the Gotham last week played 
|Republic’s “Man of Conquest” and 
“Old California.” 

Ambassador, just off Broadway, 
| has been booking real oldies on 
ens stretches. 
| Plush Park Ave., under Universal 
| Operation, recently played “106 Men 
poy a Girl” and may have to take 
on other reissues of Universe]. It’s 
| solved the problem temporarily by 
|playing the J. Arthur Rank entry, 
Broadway theatre is shut- 
| tered for a lack of product after at- 
| tempting to scrape along on a diet 
| of oldies, 








N.Y.’s Pic Pitch 


offer. 


possible” that O’Dwyer and his 
started something.” 


Ex-Mayor Fiorella La Guardia, 


Mayor William O’Dwyer’s pitch for more picmaking in New York 
accompanied by the stunt of signing 12 local unions to a five-year 
peace treaty, may leave Hollywood: cold but it garnered more news 
Besides fulsome coverage by the met- 
ropolitan sheets, his feat tickled three of the leading dailies—the 
Times, Herald Tribune and News—into editorial plaudits. 

The Times, after outlining the early rise of film producing in New 
York, potshotted at Hollywood: “As the chief legitimate theatre and 
radio production center of the country we have many advantages to 
The quality of Hollywood might be improved by a little 
rivalry. Or are we expecting too much?” 

Trib kudoed hizzoner for his “foresight” and said it. was “barely 


Gets Prize Press 


aide, Edward C. Maguire, “have 


News labeled the move “constructive stuff’ and 
added: “We think Bill deserves a round of cheers, and we hope he 
draws a goodish amount of blood out of Hollywood.” 


incidentally, did somersaults for a 


slice of the filmmaking some 10 years ago, but nothing ever came of it. 





——— 





Mayor O'Dwyer Continues Meets 
To Move Pix Production East 


7% 





Garfield’s ‘Body’ Pitch 


John Garfield, star of Enterprise’s 
“Body and Soul,” and Robert Ros- 
sen, its director, arrive in New York 
later this month to do a publicity 
pitch for the film. Garfield is a par- 
ticipant in profits of the film, which 
was made on a package deal. He 
gets in Sept. 18 and Rossen a week 
earlier, 

Garfield may do a tour on behalf 
of the pic following the bally for 
the New York preem, which tenta- 
tively is set for the Rivoli. 


ASCAP Won't Back 
Down on Theatre 
‘Seat Tax Upping 


High echelon of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers last week hotly denied 
charges that it is rocketing theatre 
seat taxes a full 300°. Maintaining 
that ASCAP would not back down 
on its announced change in sched- 
ules of license fees despite exhibitor 
spleen which threatens Congres- 
sional probes, Dept. of Justice action 
and mass litigation, officials coun- 
tered that the majority of pix houses 
would pay little or no boost. — 

ASCAP intends to put the new 
price scales into effect Oct. 1 regard- 
less of what steps are taken by 
exhib organizations, Herman Green- 
berg, ass’t general manager, de- 
clared. However, exhibs whose 
licenses expire in October would be 
granted a 30 to 60 day extension at 
their old rates upon request. 

Purpose of this extension, it was 
explained, was to enable ASCAP 
reps to call on their old customers 
and explain the new formula. So- 
ciety wants to prevent any misun- 
derstanding on the part of the the- 
atre men, an official said. No 
estimate of the number of houses af- 
fected by the extension was avail- 
able but ASCAP stressed that the 
proportion was substantial. 

Some Fancy Mathematics 

Backing its argument that the 
300% climb just wasn’t so, ASCAP 
pointed to special discounts avail- 
able under the new rate. While an 
exhib still must pay the equivalent 
of his total seating times the top 
adult price for one performance, an 
ASCAPer noted that a 15% discount 
is granted if an exhib has between 
71 and 100 film performances month- 
ly. Cut is 30% when the house plays 


(Continued on page 21) 


Arrivals in New York 


(From Europe) 

John Gielgud, Max Gordon. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hal B. Wallis ‘(Louise 
Fazenda), Mr. and Mrs. Irving 
Asher (Laura La Plante), Sir Sidney 
Clift, Rita Hayworth, William B. 
Levy, Francis L. Sullivan, Dorothy 
Kirsten, Norman Hartnell, Vivian 
Blaine, Manny Frank. 











Sailings 
Sept. 3 (New York to London) 
Maggie Teyte, David Golding (Queen 
Elizabeth). 





N. Y. to Europe by Air 
Bruno Walter, Lily Supove. 


Europe to N. Y. by Air 








Judith Abbott, Carl Fisher, 


+ Second major step in the efforts of 


the New York city administration to 
lure major film production to 
Gotham is scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thursday), - when Edward C, 
Maguire, Mayor O’Dwyer’s repre- 
sentative, will meet with represen- 
tatives of the film industry to get 
the latter’s ideas on how they think 
the city can best cooperate. O'Dwyer 
| teed off the new city campaign last 
| week by signing a five-year peace 
treaty with the 13 labor unions en- 
gaged in film production in N. Y. 

Industry reps will comprise the 
same group of men who met with 
Maguire several months ago when 
the first rumblings of the city’s all- 
out campaign began. Group is 
headed up by Harold Lewis, general 
manager of the RKO-Pathe studios; 
Maj. Leslie R. Thompson of RKO, 
and Tom Mead of Universal-Inter- 
national News. Tomorrow’s meet is 
to be largely one of organization, 
with Maguire presenting the city’s 
plans to the industry reps and seek- 
ing their advice on how best to 
carry them out. 

Maguire will ask the industry to 
form a working committee that will 
be ,available at all times to work 
out the problems involved. He'll 
also ask for the creation of a tech- 
nical committee from among the 
various film companies, which will 
sit in with him next Monday (8) at 
huddles with city department heads. 
Latter session will be given Over to 
attempts to streamline the permit 
regulations, which have been the 


(Continued on page 18) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Judith Anderson 
Phil Berg 
Joseph Bernhard 
Saul Bihari 
Sydney Box 
Marilyn Buferd 
Rodney Bush 
Sue Carol 

Louis Calhern 
Betty Caulfield 
Henry Caulfield 
Kenneth Clark 
Robert Clark 
Charles Coburn 
Charles Correll 
Paul Denis 

Dale Evans 
John Farrow 
Gloria Grahame 
Farley Granger 
Arnold Grant 
Maxwell Hamilton 
Cedric Hardwicke 
Ben Kalmenson 
Alan Ladd 
Harry Maizlish 
Dick McKnight 
Vic McLeod 
James Mitchell 
Jerry Moross 
_Audie Murphy 
Gordon Oliver 
Tony Owen 
Jack Owens 
Willard Parker 
Roy Rogers 

Leo Rose 
Arthur Rubinstein 
Babe Ruth 
George Sidney 
Martha Stewart 
John Sutherland 
Russell Wade 
Max Wilk 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Robert Alda _ 
Louise Fazenda 
Martin Goodman 
Rita Hayworth 
Harry Lewis 
eonide Moguy 
Al Schenkein 
James A. Sixsmith 














Hal B Wallis 
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PRE-PRODUCTION 





CONTRAST IN PRODUCTION COSTS 





U's Scully Keys Move to Slice 
Clearances to Boost Distribs’ Take 


Universal may key a move by the¢ 


eight major distribs to cut clearances 
nationally between first-runs and 
second and third-run houses as the 
first step in the new selling season to 
hoist distribs’ returns on upcoming 
product. Decision has already been 
reached by William A. Scully, U's 

veepee in charge of sales, to seek a 
revamping of clearances in a flock 
of situations, it’s, understood. 

Scully is currently attending a 
series of sales meets, and is expected 
back in New York shortly. An- 
nouncement by him on his return 
that U will ask for slashing of clear- 
ances, particularly those which now 
govern playdates between first and 
second-runs is predicted. 

Uncertain world situation, espe- 
cially that in Britain, is said to cue 
the drive. U’s sales staffers think a 
clearance reduction would be healthy 
for distribs and exhibs on two 
grounds. First, it would boost at- 
tendance at other than first-runs 
without hurting latter’s biz, it’s ar- 
gued. Second, unable to count on 
revenues from overseas, distribs now 
face a need for a more rapid return 
domestically on their investments— 
and faster playoffs are the answer. 

Cut 8 to 4 Weeks 

Clearance system has been static 
for many years, it’s said, and that’s 
an unprofitable condition for a dy- 
namic industry. Argument goes that 
there’s no sense to clearances of as 

(Continued on page 18) 


Simplified Pressbooks 
Further in Line With U's 
Pub-Ad Streamlining 


Pressbooks no longer sell pix to 
exhibs and consequently Universal 
is switching format and scope of the 
books to save substantial outlays by 
the company, Maurice A. Bergman, 
U’s eastern ad-pub head, said last 
week. “We're cutting out all color 
displays, covers and other chi-chi 
frippery in our pressbooks. Hence- 
forth they'll be in black-and-white 
and much smaller in size.” 

With the department eliminated on 
the Coast, Bob Wile will head the 
h.o., pressbook wing, Bergman dis- 
closed. Two fieldmen, Ralph Ober 
from Texas and Harry Keller, a trav- 
eling press agent, will be brought in 
to assist. “We want men who know 
the practical problems of exhibitors 
and how to help them,” U exec de- 
clared. 

“There’s no longer any treason for 
expensive pressbooks,” according to 
Bergman. “They used to be valuable 

(Continued on page 18) 


SOPEG and SPG Favor No 
Merge But Shift to AFL 


Despite. the halt in pinkslip dis- 
tribution after the flurry of layoffs 
in several of majors’ home offices 
two weeks ago, white collarite film 
unions in New York are pressing 
their campaign to save their mem- 
bership from the economy guillotine 
in the future. Picket lines, mass 
demonstrations, circulars and news- 
papers ads were considered by the 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild and Screen Publicists 
Guild at their joint membership 
meeting last week as channels to 
bring their anti-layoff message to 
the public. 

At the same meeting, leaders of 
both unions threw the question of 
merger into the hopper for conside- 
ration. Proposal was tabled for 
further discussion. Meanwhile, a 
faction within both unions has come 
out flatly against any merger and 
has voiced a suggestion that the SPG 
and SOPEG disaffiliate with the CIO 
and enter the office worker division 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, AFL. 
Neither faction is pressing the fight, 
however, in view of the unions’ 
current campaign against firings. 

Meanwhile, first of a series of ads 
sponsored by the SPG and SOPEG, 
appeared in the N. Y. Times under 
the name of the American Veterans’ 
Committee cinema chapter. Adver- | 








tisement asked film company execs to this country for release through “Panhandle” 








Who Says Slowdown? 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

August is usually a dull month 
on the film lots and February 
generally is hot, from a pro- 
duction standpoint, regardless 
of closed markets in England. 
Last February, when 75% tax 
was something less than a twin- 
kle in a British politician’s eye, 
the average number of films be- 
fore the lenses in Hollywood 
studios was 35. Last month, in 
the traditional doldrums of 
August, the average number was 
43. 


Upped Prices On 
Par, M-G, WB Pix 


Cues New Trend 


Duo of majors may join the pa- 
rade of companies upping admission 
prices on super-budget pix as one 
way of meeting the top production 
nut via domestic returns. Paramount 
will test the possibilities of boosting 
scales on Cecil B. De Mille’s “Uncon- 
quered,” which preems in Pittsburgh 
next month, a switch away from the 
original London intent. Metro is 
mulling similar action for “Green 
Dolphin Street,” filmization of the 
novel which copped the first Metro 
story award. Neither company has 
roadshown or boosted scales on any 
of its product in a number of years. 

Warner Bros., also, for the first 
time in some time has lifted scales 
on a pic, “Life With Father” which 
is currently playing special engage- 
ments at upped prices. Last WB opus 
to collect the higher tariff was “This 
Is the Army,” making the rounds 
during the war days. 








“Unconquered” Tests 


“Unconquered” was turned out at 
a reported budget of $5,000,000. It'll 
be played at advanced prices in Para- 
mount, Loew's and Fox West-Coast 
houses in a total of a dozen spots as 
a tester for a general upping of 
scales. Last Paramount pic to play 
at raised prices was “For Whom the 
Bell Tolls,” in 1942-43. 


Metroites are currently discussing 
boosting scales for “Dolphin” at the 
company’s sales meet at the studio. 
Last M-G pic to receive that treat- 
ment was “Gone With the Wind” on 
its first time around during 1939-40. 

RKO jis also giving the proposi- 
tion the o.o. on two of its future re- 
leases. Those pix are “Mourning Be- 
comes Electra” and “Miracle of the 
Bells,” both high budget works 
which RKOers think may carry 
enough weight to warrant upped 
prices. Sliding foreign prospects will 
probably make company officials all 
the more anxious to push through 
the boost if it can be made to stick. 

Experience wouldn't be new for 
RKO since the company is currently 


‘distributing Samuel Goldwyn's “Best 


Years.” That pic has already cor- 
ralled $6,000,000 in distrib’s grosses 
with fewer than 2,500 dates played 
—all at advanced prices. Coincident- 
ally, David O. Selznick’s “Duel in the 
Sun,” also playing at higher scales, 
has brought $6,000,000 so far, with a 
little more than 2,500 dates. 

Two top-budgeters of 20th-Fox 
will play at advance prices. They’re 
“Forever Amber” and “Captain from 
Castille.” Company hasn't done this 
for a number of years, its last two 
being “Song of Bernadeite” and 
“Wilson.” 


Greenthal’s EL Acct. 


New advertising rep for 
Lion is Monroe .Greenthal, 
fective today. First ad campaign 
will be “Love From a Stranger.” 





Eagle 
Inc., ef- 





Firm will handle all EL product | 
as well as J. Arthur Rank films sent | 


$3,490,000 FILMS 
GUT 10 31,800,000 


Difference in studio 
picture costs this year and last was 
highlighted during the past week by 


thinking on 


almost simultaneous publicity re- 
leases from two studios. Reflecting | 
the “happy-days-in-Dixie” attitude | 


of 1945 and °46, when the pictures 
were planned, 20th-Fox’s an- 
nouncement that between October 


and January seven films would be 
released representing total produc- 
tion cost of $24,000,000—an average 
of $3,430,000 a picture. 

Present-day, post-British tax budg- 
eting, on the other hand, is clear in 
Paramount’s announcement. It states 
that between now and the end of 
December eight pictures will go 
into work, representing total produc- 
tion cost of $12,000,000—an. aver- 
age of $1,500,000 per picture. 


was 


Release slate of 20th-Fox calls for | 


“Foxes of Harrow” and “Nightmare 
Alley” to be unveiled during Octo- 
ber; “Forever Amber” and “Daisy 
Kenyon” in November; “Gentlemen’s 
Agreemen” and “Captain from Cas- 
tile” in December and “Snake Pit” in 
January. This undoubtedly represents 
the greatest concentration of release 
of top cost product of any company 
in film history. 


Paramount production slate will 
be topped by “The Canadian,” based 
on Somerset Maugham’s early novel, 
“Land of Promise.” Val Lewton will 
produce. Other films on the schedule 
announced by studio chief Henry 
Ginsberg are “The Long Grey Line,” 
starring Alan Ladd; “Sainted Sis- 
ters,’ starring Betty Hutton”; “The 
Sealed Verdict,” starring Ray Mil- 
land; “A Foreign Affair,” starring 
Jean Arthur and John Lund; “A 
Connecticut Yankee,” Technicolor 
production starring Bing Crosby; 
“Hazard,” from a new novel by Roy 
Chanslor, and “Sorrowful Jones,” 
starring Bob Hope in a remake of 
Damon Runyon’s “Little Miss Mar- 
ker,” 


CHI STAGEHANDS GET 
9% RETRO WAGE HIKE 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

International Alliance of Stage 
Employees won a 5% wage increase 
in its new contract for local film and 
legit theatres. Two-year pact, re- 
troactive to Sept. 1, 1946, was signed 
last week and gives members 242% 
increase this year, to be followed by 
a like increase in ’48. 

Salary now is $115 base. 








August's Sturdy 


‘Welcome Stranger, 


’ ‘Bachelor’ Lead 
Boxoffice Winnahs 





August’s Big Six 





1. “Welcome Stranger” (Par). 

2. “Bachelor & Bobbysoxer” 
(RKO). 

3. “Kissing Her Now” (20th). 

4. “Dear Ruth” (Par). 

5. “Hucksters” (M-G), 

6. “Brute Force” (U). 








Charge Exhibitors 
‘Conspire on Bids 
To Lower Rentals 


Despite the fact that the com- 





petitive bidding procedures outlined 
jin the anti-trust decision have 
yet become law, 


not 
evidences of collu- 
sion on the part of competing ex- 


hibitors reportedly beginning to pile 
up. Whether such situations will be 
taken into account by the U. S. 
| Supreme Court in its final decision 
on the decree obviously can’t be 
predicted but they're’ certainly 
making the majors sit up and take 
notice. 


Latest instance of such collusion 
occurred in a small town situation 
where an indie first run exhib com- 
petes with a house owned and op- 
erated by one of the major affiliated 
circuits. Indie, who’s been operat- 
ing in the town almost since nickel- 
'odeon days, has most of the top 
| product sewed up, leaving the af- 
| filiated house only the features of 
|its own company, plus two of the 
lesser majors. Situation was okay 
until recently, when the circuit 
house embarked on a_=_6eé straight 
double-bill policy and ran squarely 
into a product shortage. 

Realizing that the situation rep- 
resents a strictly competitive area 
in every sense of the word and is 
thus open to competitive bidding, 
the district manager of the circuit 
nonetheless recently approached the 
indie with a proposition. If the two 
houses were to bid against each 
other for product, he pointed out, 
they would probably boost the price 
up on all films and the only one to 
benefit would be the distributor. To 
obviate that, he requested the indie 
to turn over the product of one of 
the other majors to him, with the 
indie in return getting first crack at 


(Continued on page 18) 














Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Robert Alda signed for a song- 
and-dance role in “April Showers,” 
original by Joe Laurie, Jr., to be 
produced by William Jacobs and di- 
rected by James V. Kern at War- 
ners....“I Surrender Dear” new tag 
on “Glamour Girl’ at Columbia.... 
Douglas Fowley completed his job 
in “Rose of Santa Rosa” and shifted 
to “Coroner Creek” at Columbia.... 
Producing Artists borrowed Martha 
Vickers from Warners for one of top 
roles in “Prelude to Night”... .John 
Hoyt has lawyer role in “Chris- 
topher Blake” at Warners. 

Brothers LeRoy and Eddie Prinz | 


will create and direct 11 dance se- |. 


quences for “April Shows,” 


...Fortunio Bonanova acquired 


English-language rights to Spanish | 
.’ in which he} 


film, “Pepita Jiminez 
starred for Aguila Productions.... 


Harry Grey’s next Musical Parade | 
will be | ° 


Featurette at Paramount 
“Footlight Rhythm,’ based on a 
story by Peter R. Forbes... U-I as- | 
signed five art directors: Alexander | 
Golitzen, ‘Letters 
known Woman”; 
In Central Park”; 
namillo, “Casbah”; 
“All My Sons,” 
“Another Part of the Forest.” 
Allfed Artists will start shooting | 
Sept. 16, 


Gabriel Scog- 
Hillyard Brown, 


eh 


co-star- | 
ing Jack Carson and Ann Sothern | 


From An Un-| 
Howard Bay, “Up | 


and Robert Boyle, | 


with Rod | 


Cameron, Cathy Downs, Reed Had- 
ley and Anne Gwynne topping the 
cast...Claire Trevor signed for one 
of top roles in “The Velvet Touch” 
(Independent Artists) with Rosalind 
Russell as femme lead...Sally Eilers 
signed for “Coroner Creek,” which 
Harry Joe Brown is producing for 
Columbia, 

George Marshall will direct 
“Sainted Sisters,” to be produced by 
Richard Maibaum at Paramount... 
Max Arno rounding up cast to sup- 
port Jan Kiepura and Marta Eggert 
jin “La Boheme.” which Gregor 
| Rabinovitch is producing independ- 
‘ently in Italy for Columbia release | 

.William Girard, former 20th-Fox 
producer and recently assistant to 





|...Filming of “Portrait of Jenny” 
resumed on the RKO-Pathe after a 
week’s delay, due to illness of Wil- 
| liam Dieterle, director...Elia Kazan 
finished one day of added scenes for 
‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ at 20th- 
_ Fox, with Gregory Peck and Dean 
| Stockwell in front of the cameras. 
Robert Alton to handle choreog- 
raphy for “Easter Parade” at Metro 
.. Fernando Fernandez arrived 
|!from Mexico for his singing role in 
| Argosy’s “War Party”...“‘Deep 
Water” new tag on “Spoonhandle,” 
20th-Fox production, which goes in- 
to work in Maine late this month | 
(Continued on page 18) 


Otto Preminger, checked off the lot | 


+ Bing Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald 


|scaled the boxoffice heights with 
itheir “Welcome Stranger” last 
;}month, Vartery compilations of 


| best b.o. bets for August showing the 


inew Par opus as the biggest hit 
|with the public during that period. 
|It took some new theatre records, 
}smash business in nearly every spot, 


land capacity weeks in some to ac- 
|complish this because “Bachelor and 
Bobbysoxer” (RKO) was coming up 
strong as the month closed. Others 
iin the Big Six for August were 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now” 
(20th), “Dear Ruth” (Par), “Huck- 
sters’ (M-G) and “Brute Force” 
(U). 

In the new-picture group stand- 
out, based on showings in the last 
two weeks, was “Life With Father.” 
This opus based on the Broadway 
legit long-runner made such a show 
of strength in the final week of Au- 
|gust that it edged up into second 
| position that week. Both “Mother 
| Wore Tights and “The Secret Life of 
| Walter Mitty” already have shown 
| enough to make them certain of big 
| showings in September and subse- 
} quent months. 

Other new entries showing good 
to big promise included “Singapore” 





(U), “Down to Earth” (Col), “Desert 
Fury” (Par), and “Wild Harvest” 
(Par), 


Runners-up edged out of the top 


six listings were “Cry Wolf” (WB), 
“Rosy Ridge” (M-G), “Life With 
| Father” (WB), “Gone With Wind” 


(M-G) (reissue), “Perils of Pauline” 
(Par) and “Possessed” (WB). 

It was only the fact that “Bache- 
lor” just went out to representative 
keys in the final two weeks in Au- 


(Continued on page 16) 


UA’s Switch in Summer 
Selling ‘Henry’; Exit 
4-Wall Deals, Now 707% 


Following a series of experiments 
in summer resort towns during the 
past few months, United Artists is 
doing a switch of sales policy on J. 
Arthur Rank’s “Henry V.” Company 
is abandoning the four-walls plan it 
used with great success for 15 
months and is selling the Laurence 
Olivier Technicolor starrer on 
straight 70% deals. 

Roadshow policy is being con- 
tinued, with all performances on a 
reserved seat basis and at $1.20 and 
$1.80 scale evenings, and 90c and 
$1.20 matinees. There has been 
relatively little exhib resistance to 
the 70% terms (same as Goldwyn’s 
“Best Years of Our Lives’), part of 
| this being accounted for by the fact 
that UA pays all advertising costs, 
|} the house not even being required 
to expend its regular budget. No 
unusually large-space ads are being 
used, however. 

Some 70 resort engagements this 
summer have added about $150,000 
to the picture’s gross. This brings 
the total~- distributor’s income to 
$1,200,000, which is not after deduc- 
tions of advertising and all expenses. 
Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., UA’s pub-ad 
chief, who devised the distribution 
system being used and is personally 
supervising it, hopes for $2,000,000 
by the end of the second year, 
which will be next April. 

Rank’'s share of the $1,200,000 al- 

(Continued on page 18) 


PAUL MacNAMARA NOW 
AD-PUB VEEPEE FOR DOS 


| Paul MacNamara, heretofore ad- 
| publicity director for the David O. 
| Selznick enterprises, has been upped 
}to the post of veepee over public 
'relations for both the Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization and Vanguard 
| Films. Office is a new one in both 
companies. 

MacNamara was elected to the 
jidentical post in both companies, 
|}according to Selznick, to give him 
full charge over all ad-publicity, ex- 
ploitation and public relations of the 
Selznick enterprises throughout the 
world. He'll continue to headquar- 
}ter in Hollywood. 
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Congressional Delegate Gets Tough 


“In Move to Settle Hollywood's 
Labor Strife; Resume Parleys 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. + 


After peace negotiations between 
the rival factions in the Hollywood 
jurisdictional dispute blew up yes- 
terday, Rep. Carroll D. Kearns, head 
of the Congressional labor subcom- 
mittee investigating Coast labor con- 
ditions, and Irving McCann, commit- 
tee counsel, resumed the hearings 
today (Tuesday) in a tough mood. 
Deploring the failure to achieve 
peace, Kearns said no more lengthy 
statements by witnesses would be 
allowed. From now on, he said, 
there'll only be questions and 
answers. 

Roy M. Brewer, Coast rep of the 
Internationa! Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, during his testi- 
mony at today’s session, said he 
eouldn’t remember telling producers 
in a meeting Aug. 22 that the IA 
would pull out studio, exchange men 
and projectionists if terms of the 
original directive in favor of IATSE 
in jurisdictional tangle were unmet. 
Search through the minutes, how- 
ever, showed a defintte programming 
of Sept. 23, 1946 as the layoff date, 
with a statement by Brewer to the 
effect that IATSE would attempt to 
make replacements and a suggestion 
#hat studios should put IA men to 
work so members of the carpenters 
union would quit. 

Minutes indicated that the pro- 
ducers had an arrangement with the 
IA before the layoff. Record also 
showed that individual producers | 
asked to keep the arrangement as 

uiet as possible and that Brewer 
dia say that IA would yank men 
if the directive was not fulfilled. 
Producers’ attorney, Robert Ben- 
jamin, declared on the stand that! 
these minutes were not official and 
were merely records of talks as 
noted by a secretary. They were 
never read back, he said, hence 
never approved. 

Peace negotiations parley on Mon- 

y, which resulted ffom a suggeés- 

on by Kearns that the warring 


(Continued on page 16) 


Mexico Gets That 
Nationalistic Feeling 
Too About Its Films 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Following the worldwide trend, 
Mexico’s new Congress, which 
opened yesterday (Monday), is ex- 
pected to slap some restrictive 
measures on foreign films. Although 
foreign pixmen do not foresee any 
outright limitation on film imports, 
there has been heavy nationalistic 
agitation for a bill.to force exhibi- 
tion of Mexican pictures. One bill 
is asking for a 26-week minimum 
playing time fof local productions. 

U. S. films currently dominate 90% 
of Mexico’s playing time and would 











Exports Generally Down 

U. S. Department of Com- 
merce statistics on the progress 
of U. S. international trade 
month-by-month indicate that 
the peak may have been reached 
last May and that things have 
turned downward since. For 
instance, we exported $1,421,- 
800,000 of goods last May. and in 
June this skidded to $1,241,700,- 
000. The slip was general 
around the globe, with our ex- 
port trade falling off in every 
continent but Asia. A check of 
Europe and Latin America 
shows that the U. S. skidded in 
virtually every important situ- 
ation other than Britain which 
was a little better. 


With general foreign com- 
merce off, other nations may 
crack down harder on pix which 
are generally regarded as lux- 
ury items, as in England. 


Tax May Up Prod. 
In Brit—Wallis 


New 75% British tax upon Amer- 
ican film earnings should increase 
U. S. picture production in Britain 
since such film-making is free of the 
government’s impost. That’s the 
opinion of Hal B. Wallis who arrived 
Monday (1) aboard the Queen Eliz- 
abeth after spending the summer in 
England producing the Ray Milland- 
Ann Todd .starrer, “So Evil My 


Love,” far Paramount at the Den- 
ham studios. 


Wallis, however, added the Amer- 
ican companies face a major disad- 
vantage if they attempt to expand 
production in Britain for most of the 
available producing facilities there 
have been sewed up by the Rank 
Organization and Sir Alexander 
Korda. Producer said he will prob- 
ably huddle with Paramount prexy 
Barney Balaban and other company 
execs to pass on his own personal 
Observations gleaned during his 
summer’s stay in England. 


Wallis’ next film, he declared. 
will be “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
based upon the Agnes Moorhead 
radio show. Due to roll about the 
middle of November, picture will be 
directed by Anatole Litvak. Follow- 
ing that comes an untitled yarn 
with Barbara Stanwyck as_ the 
femme lead. He also disclosed that 
he may return to Britain next spring 
to produce a film tagged “House of 
Mist” whose locale is said to fit in 
nicely with the English countryside. 














feel the pinch most severly if the 


It would be done on a setup similar 


bill is passed. Counteracting force to “So Evil My Love.” 


to the bill is the fact that the gov- | 
ernment earns plenty of tax money | 
from its 15% nick on daily grosses | 
and would proabbly find this sum | 

lower-grossing 
were generally 


reatly reduced if 
exican pictures 
played. 





RODGERS SETTING SALES 
POLICY ON 8 M-G FILMS 


Metro sales meet teed off in Los 
Angeles, Sunday (31), with sales 
veepee William ¥F. Rodgers keynot- 
ing the sales policies and handling 
for eight top films on Metro’s future 
release roster. Films include, in ad- 
dition to “Green Dolphin Street,” 
which is to be roadshown, ‘Good 
News,” “Desire Me,” “Summer Holi- 
day,” “Birds and the Bees,” “Cass 
Timberlane,” “If Winter Comes” and 
“This Time for Keeps.” 

With Rodgers on the Coast are 
assistant sales chief Eddie Aaron 
= eastern division manager John 

. Byrne. Also attending the six- 
day meet are William B. Zoellner, 
ghorts salesmanager and chief of 
the reprints and importations divi- 
sion; John J. Maloney, central divi- 
sion sdles head; Burtus Bishop, Jr., 
mid-western division manager; Rudy 
Berger, southern’ division, and 
George A. Hickey, western division. 
Homeoffice business kept assistant 
sales chief Edward M. Saunders and 
exhib relations chief H. M. Richey in 
N 





Stars’ Coin 


Continued from page 3 


pected to prefer a straight fee to 
chancing a profit that may not be 
there by the time the film gets into 
release. 


Others May Suffer Cuts 


While those players whose names 
on a marquee mean certain returns 
at the b.o. are thus seen in a posi- 
tion to become more independent, 
rather than less so, the’ medium- 


expected to suffer. Economy wave 
is certain to push studios and indie 
producers into considerably more 
| haggling over price and making sub- 
| Stitutions of “almost-as-good” play- 
;ers if the price isn’t right. In that 
way, too, they'll help make up the 
increases that are going to the top 
names. 


Although 





the studios are not 
‘name on the marquee, it’s not an- 
ticipated that agents are going to 
get their tilted demands without a 
_tooth-and-nail struggle. 
|pany execs, particularly in the east, 
are bitter about the relatively petty 
dismissals and the scrimping and 
saving they are forced to make in 
the name of economy, only to learn 
| that some stars are asking—and get- 
| ting—$300,000 a picture. 












|draw thesps and those whose name | 
carries no weight in the billing are | 


jloathe to admit the value of a big | 


Many com- | 


Tax Compromise 


Continued from page 3 


don for the meeting en the tax. 
Probably SIMPP prez Donaid Nel- 
son will go, unless he has not suf- 
ficiently recuperated from his recent 
illness. In that case it would prob- 
ably be Mulvey, who has been a 
leader in fighting the indies’ battle 
on the tax. 
Still a Tough Rap 

While the Johnston-Eady talk— 
which followed a personal confab 
in Washington the previous week— 
gave rise to the renewed hope for 
easing of the tax, there’s a general 
recognition that any compromise 
effected is going to be nowhere 
near as favorable to the industry 
as was originally thought. The 50% 
tax and 25% freeze suggested in 
the London dispatches would be 
entirely unacceptable to the U. S. 
producers as depriving them of 
much too large a chunk of their 
earnings. On the other hand, the 
25% freeze that Johnston suggested 
is known to be equally unaccepta- 
ble to the British, so, obviously, 
any compromise must be between 
those two extremes. It is thought 
likely it will be a part freeze and 
part tax. 
One of the angles on the side of 
the industry in getting favorable 
action from our State Dept. is the 
Administration's fear that Congress 
will balk at fulfilling the financial 
aspects of our international obli- 
gations. National associations and 
exhibs all over the nation have be- 
gum to jab their Federal legislators 
and to protest that they are being 
made the patsy. As a result, letters 
from Congressmen and _ Senators 
have begun to pile up at the State 
and Commerce depts. This pressure 
may well bring strong action from 
State — perhaps sotto voce to the 
British on the advisability of going 
easy if they want other commit- 
ments. ’ 


Add Sir Sidney Chift 
To Those Nonplussed 
By That 75% Tax Rap 


Branding the new 75% British tax 
upon American film earnings as 
“ridiculous,” Sir Sidney Clift, for- 
mer prexy of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. who arrived in 
New. York, Monday (1), aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth, predicted that full 
effects of the U. S. film embargo 
will be felt in six months and em- 
phasized that in order to avoid a 
“shutdown of 5.000 cinemas” every- 
one must get together to improve 
the situation. Prier to returning to 
Britain, Oct. 18, Sir Sidney declared 
he expects to confer with Motion 
Picture Assn. prexy Eric Johnston 
and other industry toppers in an ef- 
fort to ameliorate the impasse. 

Clift, who is chairman and man- 
aging director of the Clifton circuit, 
an independent chain of some 40 
houses, also expressed the opinion 
that if a change in the tax and the 
film embargo was not worked out 
the British filmgoing public might 
lose their liking of American pic- 
tures. On the other hand, he said, 
British studios are incapable of fill- 
ing in the playing time that will be- 
come blank when the loss of U. S. 
films are felt. 

Clift offered an alternative taxing 
plan which he considers fair and 
equitable in these times of economic 
stress. His suggestion calls for a 
one-third freeze of U. S. film earn- 
ings, a one-third tax while the bal- 
ance will go to America as remit- 
tances. He praised J. Arthur Rank’s 
efforts to improve the situation and 
said he was doing a “grand job.” 
Clift will remain in New York for a 
brief stay, then goes to Hollywood 
before returning to Britain. 


MPA’s Thornton Mapping 
Scheme to Aid Tax Tiff 


London, Aug. 29. 

| Roland Thornton, new public and 
| press liaison chief of Motion Pic- 
| ture Assn. of America, although only 
| in the chair two weeks, is already 
working on a detailed scheme which 
‘may bring the answer to the film tax 
battle. 

| The scheme, which he is keeping 
completely secret. will shortly be 
| submitted to Eric Johnston and then 
Britain's Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Hugh Dalton, and President 
of the Board of Trade, Sir Stafford 
Cripps . 

| It's understood 











that it is com- 


| pletely away from the genera) lines | films in this country. 


of proposals already made by the 


| Government. 





McManus’ Pix Forum of the Air 


Theodore Granik’s “American Forum of the Air” on Tuesday (26) 


jumped the gun by a week on 
debate on alleged infiltration of C 


George Denny’s “Town Meeting” 
ommunist influences on Hollywood 


films. Granik corralled a group of New York film critics, including 


Eileen Creelman of the Sun, an 


d Terry Ramsaye of the Motion 


Picture Herald, who were pretty sure of an existing Red menace: 
and Irene Thirer, of the Post, and Jack McManus, of PM, who were 


on the opposite side of the table. 


Assuming that the first requisite of any debate is equal repre- 


sentation, Granik’s forum failed to come up with a debate. 


Either 


McManus’ words and facts completely flodred his opponents, or else 
they thought they could get by with a free ride on the name-calling 
train. Always it was McManus who called a halt and asked for one 
concrete incident to illustrate the carefully-worded innuendos. He 
begged, but not one was: farthcoming. Actually, McManus and not 
Granik became the moderator, trying to keep the discussion factual 


and positive and within the bound 


s of the question under discussion. 


Miss Creelman took the floor with her prejudices fully formed. 


She just had feelings, and they were deep ones. 
to argue the point. 


was beneath his dignity 


Ramsaye thought it 
Miss Thirer merely 


echoed her teammate because McManus was so right and positive, 
and so able to defend his viewpoint in showing up his opponents’ 
lack of positive facts that it was foolish to attempt to take the floor 


from him. 

McManus was in there swinging 
to enjoy the same freedom of spee 
by the Constitution to the other 


hard for the rights of Hollywood 
ch and expression that is accorded 
arts and communications media. 


But he also wanted the name callers to put up or shut up—and 


he couldn't get to first base. 


Rose. 








Australia Lops US. 


Distrbs Gird Vs. Other 


Film Take 30%; 
Empire Cuts 





No French Reprisals 

Fact that U. S. filmmakers are 
not the only ones being hurt by 
the British 75% duty on picture 
imports was highlighted during 
the past week by announcement 
from France that no steps are 
planned there in reprisal against 
English pictures. While the num- 
ber of French pix exhibited in 
Britain is negligible compared 
with American product, the mar- 
ket nevertheless was an added 
-and needed source of income to 
French producers _ struggling 
with greatly inflated production 
costs. 


Denial of any French ban on 
British imports was madé by a 
spokesman for the French Na- 
tional Movie Theatre Centre, 
which administers film imports 
and exports. He said there have 
been no discussions along lines 
of reprisals. 








Korda’ Break Via 
15% British Tax 


While Sir Alexander Korda has 
joined with J. Arthur Rank and 
other members of the British Film 
Producers Assn. in opposing Eng- 
land’s 75% duty on American films, 
the tax places Korda in a particu- 
larly strong position, according to 
Morris Helprin, his U.S. rep. It will 
strengthen demand for his pictures 
in both this country and England, as 
Helprin sees it. 

In Britain, the embargo placed on 
shipments by American studios 
riaturally increases the demand for 
the homegrown product many times 
over. Rank is aided by the tax as 
much as is Korda in this respect. On 
the other hand, Rank needs U. S. 
product to keep his two theatres cir- 
cuits alight, while Korda has no 
houses to worry about. 


In the U. S., Helprin declared, the 
cut in British income will mean 
fewer pictures produted by Holly- 
wood leaving more playing time on 
American screens and creating more 
demand for Korda’s films. 20th-Fox, 
which is distributing them, is glad to 
have them, too, he said, since they 


+ Canberra, Sept. 2. 


Prime Minister Joseph B. 
Chifley announced today (2) a 
30% reduction in the amount of 
dollars which can be exported as 
film royalties. Ruling slices 
$1,800,000 from total annual take 
of $6,000,000 garnered by Ameri- 
can distribs. It’s not certain 
whether the 30% is in form of a 
tax or freeze. ‘ 

Chifley also declared that cash 
‘remittances of visiting perform- 
ers would alse take a cut. Other 
Yank imports such as tobacco 
and luxury items were also hit 
by the government edict. 


Tax or Freeze? 
Washington, Sept. 2. 

In the wake of the announce- 
ment by the Australian govern- 
ment that film deilar exports 
would be slashed 30%, Motion 
Picture -Assn. offic als here said 
they were not certain whether 
the cut would take the form of a 
tax or a freeze on funds. 

In huddles last week with 
Aussie reps, the film industry 
had autherized the Dominion to 
freeze 30% of their annual rev- 
enues and it’s thought that the 
cut may have been in that form. 





With some indication that easing 
of the British film tax can be ex- 
pected, the U. S. industry swung its 
guns this week on threats from the 
British Empire countries. Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada, South Africa, 
India, Bermuda and the myriad of 
other. lands which pledge allegiance 
to the Crown were threatened by 
the American industry with the 
same instant embargo on Hollywood 
films imposed on Britain should they 
follow her lead in levying “con- 
fiscatory” taxes. 

The move to help the mother 
country by saving dollars was led 
last week by Australia. Prime Min- 
ister Joseph B. Chifley declared the © 
problem “imperative and urgent” 
and proposed that a flat $2,000,000 
of the approximately $6,000.000 
taken out of Australia each year by 
U. S. films be frozen in the Com- 
monwealth. Chifly said that any 
counter-proposal from the American 
industry must be received by yes- 
terday (Tuesday), when the Aussie 
cabinet met. 

Compromise 

Compromise hurriediy agreed on 
by company execs in an emergency 





represent no investment whatsoever 
and are a source of income from 
distribution. 


Despite these personal advantages | 
resulting from the tax, the pro- 
ducer’s American rep asserted, 
Korda had opposed the 75% impost | 
as being, in all fairness, excessive | 
and an out-of-reason drain on U. S. | 


| producers. H 





| 
OK 3 British Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 





| 


jail Gainsborough product. 


Sydney Box, president of Gains- 
borough Pictures, obtained clear- | 
ances through the Breen office for | 
the release of three British-made | 


Films are “The Smugglers,” “The | sonable ta icti 
American film industry to the British Brothers” | Faas Gen er on 


and “Dear 


session at Motion Picture Assn. 


| headquarters in New York Thursday 


(28) was that the freeze be limited 
to 16 months, from Sept. 1, this year, 
to Dec. 31, 1948. Asso tnat Aimer- 
cen comvanies be permitted to in- 
vest the frozen coin in Australia. 
More important, however, was the 
strong attitude taken by the com- 
panies at the meeting, which was at- 
tended not only by reps of the seven 
member MPA companies, but Grad 
Sears, United Artists prez, and 
James Mulvey, prez of Goldwyn 
productions, representing the So- 


| ciety of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers. 


Their attitude was that there is 
no other step to take but immedi- 


‘ately to cut off films to Australia or 
| any other country imposing unrea- 
Any 
“peated! as drastic step than an embargo, 
(Continued on page 20) 
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‘Crossfire Torrid 336, Chi; ‘Earth 


Hefty 256, ‘Adventuress -Busse 506 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 





Multiple holdovers are preventing 

etter holiday take, but still 
Bosses are up near the high level 
of recent weeks. Kids back from 
their summer vacations and break- 
ing of the heat wave helped much 
during the week. Only four films 
bowed in and standout seems to be 
“Crossfire” at the Palace with sock 
$33,000. Picture does best at night 
shows. 

“Adventuress,” at the Oriental 
with Henry Busse band on stage, 
looks fair $50,000. Other two new- 
comers are “Ghost Mrs. Muir,” at 
the Roosevelt, with a moderate $18,- 


000 and “Down to Earth,” at United | 


Artists which is sturdy $25,000. 


“Bachelor Bobby-Soxer” looks big 
$22,500 in second week at the Grand. 
Best holdover is “Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty” at Woods with snappy 

28.000 for fifth week. “Life With 
Father” at $1.25 top rides into sec- 
ond frame at State-Lake with hetty 
$45,000. " 

Second week of “Trouble With 
Women” at the Chicago, with Olga 
San Juan, Gil Lamb and Charioteers 
on stage is okay $50,000. Fifth week 
of “Welcome Stranger,” at the 
Apollo, looks strong $22,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (5th wk). 
Still strong at $22,000. Last week, 
same. 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par) with 
Olga San Juan, Charioteers and Gil 
Lamb on stage (2d wk). Good $50,- 
000. Last week, fine $66,000. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—‘“Perils 
Pauline” (Par) (5th wk). Looks 
like nice $10,000, Last week, $11,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Bach- 
elor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Doing big $22,500. Opener 
was strong $25,000. 

Oriental (Bssaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Adventuress” (EL) with Henry 
Busse orch heading stagebill. Profit- 
able $50,000. Last week, “Other 
Love” (UA) with Marie McDonald 
and Clark Dennis on stage (2d wk), 
fine $40,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Cross- 
fire” (RKO). 
week of “Marked Woman” (WB) 
and “Dust My Destiny” (WB) (re- 
issues) (2d wk), only $17,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—“Out- 
law” (UA) (10th wk). Dandy $13,- 
000. Last week, $13,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th). Moder- 
ate $18,000. Last week, “Unfaithful” 
(WB) (3d wk), pert $18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (2d wk). 
Great $45,000. First week was sharp 
$55,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col). Hefty 
$25,000. Last week, “Fiesta” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $18,000. 


Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 95)— 
“Life Walter Mitty” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Keen ,000. Last week, 


husky $32,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 75)—“Happy 
Breed” (EL) (24d wk). Great $4,000. 
First week, $4,500. 


‘Variety’ Spicy $24,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Thin Man’ Fat 
216, ‘Outpost’ Tall 146 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 
_ “Variety Girl,” at the huge Fox, 
is outdrawing all other main stem 
films but “Song of Thin Man” is 
only a step behind at the smaller 
Loew's. “Northwest Outpost” is 
nice at the Missouri. “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” is big on holdover at 
the Ambassador. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘Bachelor and Bobby - Soxer” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Great $18,000 after 
big $22,000 first stanza. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Va- 
riety Girl” (Par) and “Seven Keys 
Baldpate” (RKO). Sock $24,000. 
Last week, “Wild Harvest” (Par) 





and “Philo Vance’s Secret Mission” | 


(PRC), $21,500. 

Art (S’Renco) (115; 85)—“Johnny 
Frenchman” (Indie) (3d wk). Oke 
$500 aiter good $700 second session. 
_Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Song of Thin Man” (M-G) and 
“Sport of Kings” (Col). Smash $21,- 
000. Last week, “Romance Rosy 
Ridge” (M-G) and “Blind Spot” 
(Col), $24,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Northwest Outpost” (Rep) and “Hit 
Parade 1947” (Rep). Nice $14,000. 
Last’ week, “Cry Wolf” (WB) and 
“The Web” (U) (m.o.), $8,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col) (m.o.). Good 


$8.500. Last week, “Other Love” 
(UA) and “Keeper Bees” (Col), | 
$8.000. 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) and “Three 
on a Ticket” (PRC) (5th wk). Trim 


eonen ° an 


Terrific $33,000. Last. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





ok Le, $886,000 
(Based On 22 theatres) 
{| Bee ee $910,000 





(Based on 17 theatres) 


‘Thin Man’ Socko 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 2. 


“Song of Thin Man” is smash $22,- | 


500 at Loew’s but “Deep Valley” is 
merely passable at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Brute Force” (U). Fine $10,000. 
Last week, “Egg and I” (U) (4th 
wk), $5,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-70)— 





“Down to Earth” (Col) (2d wk). Big 


000, over estimate. 


Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Song of Thin Man” (M-G). Sock 
$22,500. Last week, “Great Waltz” 


(M-G) (reissue), and “Cynthia” (M- 
G), $15,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Great 
Waltz” (M-G) and “Cynthia” (M-G) 
(m.o.). Fine $4,000. Last week, “Ro- 
mance of Rosy Ridge” (M-G), $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Corsican Bros.” (EL) and “South 
Pago Pago” (EL) (reissue). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Singapore” (U), 


’ (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB). Mild $13,500. 
‘Last week. “Cry Wolf’ (WB) (2d 
wk), nice $11,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 90-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (2d wk). 
Still smash at $30,000 after all-time 
record for house last week at $39,500. 


Fair Slows Indpls. But 
‘Thm Man’ Tall 126; 
‘Variety’ Sweet at 186 


Indianapolis, Sept. 2. 

State fair competition is putting a 
dent in this week’s biz, which other- 
wise seemed ready to go places. 
“Variety Girl’ is big at the Indiana 
and “Song of Thin Man” likewise at 
Loew’s. “Brute Force” at Circle and 
“Dear Ruth” at Lyric are holding up 
well in extended runs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
60)—“Brute Force” (U) and “Code 
of West” (RKO). Oke $8,000 in sec- 
ond stanza after great $13,000 opener. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—‘“Variety Girl’ (Par). Sock 
$18,000 plus about $2,500 via Variety 
Club benefit at $1.50 top. Last week, 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Philo 
Vance’s Gamble” (EL), terrific $19,- 
000 and summer’s top biz. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 
60)—“‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band” 
(20th) and “Western Union” (20th) 
(reissues). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
“Cry Wolf’ (WB) and “Littie Miss 
Broadway” (Col) (m.o.), slow $3,500. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Song of Thin Man” (M-G) and 
“Adventures Don Coyote” (M-G). 
Fancy $12,000 or over. Last week, 
“Gunfighters” (Col) and “Corpse 
Came C.O.D.” (Col), $10,000. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600> 40- 
60)—“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Philo 
Vance’s Gamble” (PRC) (m.o.). Tall 
$9,000. Last week, “Odd Man Out” 
(U) and “Sport of Kings” (Col), 
$5,000. 


D.C. Drags But ‘Thin Man,’ 
Revue Huge at $35,000 


Washington, Sept. 2. 
General exodus of natives for the 
Labor Day weekend plus lack of 
sparkle among the new features has 
knocked boxoffice averages down 








from thesexalted heights of last} 





week. “Going Native.” amateur re- 
vue at Loew’s Capitol, is proving 
such a draw after its war-time hiatus, 


‘Earth’-Vaude Rousing 
$23,000, Balto Leader 


Baltimore, Sept. 2. 


Labor Day weekend is not helping 
biz much. Perfect weather pulled 
citizenry out of town. Best action 
reported by combo Hippodrome with 
“Down to Earth” spliced to vaude 
for healthy trade. “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” is big on its third 
week at the Town. “Song of Thin 
Man” looks okay at the Century, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—“Song of Thin Man” (M-G). 
Not quite up to hopes with $13,000, 
but good. Last week, “Great Waltz” 
(M-G) (reissue), $14,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
25-70)—“Down to Earth” (Col) plus 
vaude. 
extra strong $23,000 or near. 





972.500 in Pitt 


$13,000. Last week, handsome $20,- | 


fine $18.800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
60)—“Variety Girl” (Par). Strongly 
sold for okay $14,000. Last week, 
“Brute Force’ (U) (3d wk-4 days), 
$4.500 and $27,400 for run of 18 days. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55 )—“Ad- 
venture Island” (Par). Above aver- 
age $8.000. Last week, second of 
“Wyoming” (Rep), fine $5,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800: 20-60)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) 
wk). Fancy $11,000 after strong get- 
away at $14,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-75)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB). Not much at 
$10,000. Last week. “Marked Woman” 
(WB) (reissue), $9,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Big $14,000 after 
sock $16,200 on second. 


Bachelor’ Big 226, 
Variety 156, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Largest number of newcomers in 
months in Loop this week, and at 
least two of them, “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” and “Variety Girl” are 





busy. Former is especially big, giv- 
ing the Orpheum one of its biggest 
sessions this vear. “Desert Fury” and 
“Slave Girl” are far behind. It’s the 
seventh downtown week for that 
boxoffice champ, “Welcome Stran- 
ger.” End of the State Fair, which 
attracted around aemillion custom- 
- and cool weather are boosting 
iz. 








Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Cover 
Big Town” (Par) and “Dick Tracy’s 
Dilemma” (RKO). Good $2,400 in 5 
days. Last week, “Little Miss Broad- 
way” (Col) and “Law of Timber” 
(EL) (reissue) split with “Little 
Men” (Indie) and “Swing Western 
Way” (Col). $2,600 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)—“Re- 
eat Performance” (EL). Mild $6,- 
00. Last week, “New Orleans” 
(UA), $6,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Spring- 
time in Sierras” (Rep) and “Robin 
Hood of Texas” (Rep). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “Corsican Brothers” (EL) 
and “Pago, Pago” (EL) (reissues), 
$4.500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) 
Could stay longer, but clearance sets 
in Uptown next week. One of best 
boxoffice bets here. Looks fine $6,- 
000 after hefty $8,000 preceding 
canto, 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Thief 
of Bagdad” (FC) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Good $2,200 after smash $3,500 first 
stanza. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par). Had $5 North- 
west Variety club benefit preem 
night before opening of regular run. 
Zooming to big $15,000. Last week 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G), light 
$12.000 and way under hopes. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)\—“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO). Boxoffice natural with one 
of season’s biggest weeks, colossal 
$22.000. Last week, “Cry Wolf” 








State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Desert 





(WB). good $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Slave Girl” (U). Critics no like but 
okay $9.000 or near likely. Last 
week, “Angel and Badman” (Rep), 
$9.000. 


Fury” (Par). Mixed opinions on this 
one, with fairly good $14,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, “Possessed” (WB) 
(2d wk), nice $9,000. 
Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55)— 
| “Cheyenne” (WB), First nabe show- 
ling. Okay $4,500. Last week, “Mir- 


| that it has shoved “Song of Thin! acje 34th St.” (20th), $5,500. 


| Man” to top spot in town, with near- 
| record fievre. “Bachelor and Bobby- 
| Soxer” is holding well in its second 
session at RKO Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2.434: 44-80)— 
| “Song of Thin Man” (M-G) with 
i vaude. Sock $35,000, mainly due to 
stage show featuring local talent. 
' Last week, “Arnelo Affair” (M-G) 
| with vaude, $24,000. 
Columbia (Loew’s) (1.263; 44-70)— 
, “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(mo.). Fine $9.000 for third down- 
| town week. Last week. “Who's Kiss- 
ing Her” (20th) (2d run), $7,500. 
| Earle (WB) (2.154; 44-85)—“Deep 
Valley” (WB). Dull $16,000. Last 
‘ Mussa om < an 


World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—‘Pos- 
sessed” (WB) (m.o.). Strong $3,500. 
Last week. “The Web” (U) (2d wk), 
okay $2,800. 





——————————————— 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indiested, in- 
> Po %-. FS mare = awed Bb. 








ca 


(2,460; | 20- | runs current in midtown deluxers. 


keeping the ticket wickets plenty. 





Biggest thing in town prt able to get hotel rooms. While some 
week, “Desperate” (RKO) plus stage | 


; ream 
show headed by Louis Prima orch, | °f ,°T¢ 


(2d | 


(7th wk).|} 





Labor Day Helps N.Y. Up From Legion 
Meet; ‘Kiss’ Lush $49,000, GWTW' Big 
556; ‘Thin Man’-Robinson-Mooney 616 


Broadway ffirstrun business ran | 


first hot, then cold and finally is 
winding up with strong Labor Day 
weekend trade. Net result is a big 


overall total for the session despite | 


the American Legion counter-compe- 
tition which some managers said ex- 
tended to keeping some visitors out 
of town on Labor Day because un- 


spots felt that the Legion took part 
off a strong Labor Day 


holiday weekend, others were in- 





clined to blame the number of long- | 


There were few complaints from 
bigger houses about Sunday (31) 
and Labor Day (Mon.) intakes. 
Business surged forward on Wednes- 
day (27) after record downpour on 
previous day (26) had broken the 
terrific heat wave. Halting of sub- 
way service by rainfall hurt on 
Tuesday night (26). Just when box- 
offices were heading for sock levels, 
the Legionnaires took over Times 
Square, Thursday (28) night being 
the worst for film houses, the mardi 
gras spirit carrying over to Friday 
night. All traffic in Times Square 
area was halted on Thursday night, 
with many femmes admitting they 
were afraid to enter the zone or 
attempt to get into a theatre. 

Saturday was somewhere near 
normal, many houses reporting the 
Legion parade up Fifth Avenue cut- 
ting in less than expected. Sunday 
(31) night was big, being pre-Labor 
Day, while Monday (1) saw the 
usual strong Labor Day matinee 
erowds in film theatres. 

Outstanding showing of new 
entries is being made by “Gone With 
Wind,” which likely will reach great 
$55,000 or better in first week end- 
ing next Friday at Criterion. This 
is remarkably strong for a reissue 
with house doing capacity the first 
few days. 

Another sock newcomer is “Kiss 
of Death” which is teeing off the 
firstrun policy at the Mayfair. ap- 


pears good for $49,000 on_ initial 
week. “Song of Thin Man” with 
Bill Robinson, Art Mooney band, 


Lew Parker and Beverly Tyler on 
stage at Capitol, while nice at $61,- 
000, is on disappointing side. 

“Something in Wind.” new Deanna 
Durbin starrer, at Winter Garden 
is doing nicely at $21,000 albeit not 
as big as hoped for despite fine crix 
appraisal. “Lured” is chalking up 
a nice $18,000 at the Victoria in its 
first week. “Last of Redmen” looks 
big $12,000 at Rialto, and will hold, 
being best at this bandbox theatre 
in many weeks. 

Strength displayed by holdovers 
and extended-runs is the most en- 
couraging thing about the current 
stanza. “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
with stageshow at Music Hall is 
fancy $137,000 in sixth round and so 
strong it will he held a_ seventh. 
Besides making it the biggest money 
grosser this year at the Hall, “Bach- 
elor” looks to hit near a $1,000,000 
gross figure on its seven weeks. 

“Welcome Stranger” with Carmen 
Cavallaro band heading stagebill at 
Paramount still is great, fourth 
stanza hitting $93,000. Picture was 
set for six weeks originally, and now 
may run seven. “Life of Walter 
Mitty” stays in higher brackets at 
the Astor. being sock $55,000 on its 
third week. 

“Deep Valley” with Count Basie 
band heading stageshow at Strand 
is holding up to rousing $60.000 in 
its initial holdover session. Combo 
was set for onlv two weeks original- 
lv, and “Dark Passage” with Victor 
Lombardo band tovping  stagebill 
opens next Friday (5). ‘ 

Strength shown by “Life With 
Father” at Warner also is remark- 
able, hitting $50,000, smash, in third 
frame. This is record third week 
at house, the former Hollywood, with 
new high recorded for Labor Day 
(Mon.). Another stalwart is “Mother 
Wore Tights” with stageshow headed 
by Jack Haley, Ella Logan and 
Harmonicats at Roxy. Helped by 
record holiday weekend. this combo 
is striking a great $133,000 in second 
frame. to top opening week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘(Citv Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—“‘Walter Mitty’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Labor Day weekend and ending of 
Legion convention enabling this to 
hit $55,000, fancy; second was $53,000. 
Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“‘Song of Thin Man” (M-G) with 
Bill Robinson, Art Mooney orch, 
Lew Parker, Beverly Tyler, others. 
on stage. Nice $61,000 and holds. Last 
week. “Hucksters” (M-G) (6th wk), 
$37,000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 60-$1.25) 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reis- 
sue). Going great guns for an oldie 
with smash $55,000 or over. Holds. 
In ahead, “Brute Force” (U) (6th 
wk-10 days), trim $27.000. 

Fulton (City Inv) (785; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Black Narcissus” (U) (3d wk). 
Getting nice boost from holiday 
weekend. Sturdy $17,000 after last 
week’s solid $21,000. 

Globe (Branct) (1.500 7N-€1.9N)— 


-_ 











Excellent $33,000 in sight after great 
$38,000 opener. Continues. 


Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)}— 
“Shark Woman” (Indie) and “Night 
Cargo” (Indie) (reissues). Good 
$8,500 but far from big. Last week 
“Man of Conquest” (Rep) and “Old 
California” (Rep) (reissues), $7,300. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
—“Kiss of Death” (20th) (2d wk), 
Launching firstrun policy here with 
a barg. On initial week ending last 
(Tues.) night going to great $49,000 
or near. Last week, subsequent-run, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1)—~ 
Fourth week of summer repertory 
(revival of oldie boxoffice winners), 
started here yesterday (Tues.) with 
“Top Hat” (RKO) (reissue) playing 
today (Wed.) and yesterday. “In- 
former” (RKO) plays tomorrow and 
Friday with “Gunga Din” (RKO), 
Saturday and Sunday, both being 
reissues. Third week of different 
film daily was good $13,000; second 
was stout $15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) 
—“Welcome Stranger” (Par) with 
Carmen Cavallaro orch, others, on 
stage (5th wk). Fourth week ending 
last (Tues.) nignt edged up to rouse 
ing $93,000, beating third session's 
tall $91,000. Originally in for six 
weeks, this seems sure of going 
seven and possibly more if stage 
bookings can be arranged. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"Frieda” (U) (3d wk). Continues 
in strong fashion with $8,000 after 
$10,000 for second. Stays over. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘“Bache'or 
and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and stage- 
show (6th wk). Despite being so 
far along in run, big upsurge on La- 
bor Day weekend is keeping this at 
high level. Current stanza likely will 
hit $137,000, great after big $135,000 
fifth week. Stays a seventh, with 
“Down to Earth” (Col) set to open 
Sept. 11. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—“Last 
of Redmen” (Col). Opened last Frie 
day (29). Probably will reach big 
$12,000. Holds. In ahead, “Corpse 
Come C. O. D.” (Col), fine $10,500 
in 10 days. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 
—“Crossfirre” (RKO) (7th wk), 
Sixth frame ended yesterday 
(Tues.) held to lofty $30,000 after 
$32,000 for fifth. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.50) — 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) with 
Jack Haley, Ella Logan, Harmoni- 
cats, others, on stage (3d wk). Sec- 
ond stanza concluded last (Tues.) 
night did remarkably well at $133,- 
000, draw being both from stout 
stage layout and screen. This beat 
first week’s great $130,000. hceat- 
wave keeping it from pop-scale rece 
ord. Theatre hit new holiday week- 
end high, doing $91,000 in four days, 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d run) with 
Max Baer and Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom heading. vaude. Solid $33,000 
Last week, “Copacabana” (UA) (2d 
run) wiih vaude headed by Thelma 
areas, Hank Ladd, others, $27, 


Strand (WB) (2.756: 75-$1.50)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB) with Count 
Basie orch heading stagebill (2da- 
final wk). Traveling at fast pace, big 
$60,000 being likely for initial hold- 
over round. Booked if only for two 
wecks, First week was sock $68,000, 
“Dark Passage” (WB) plus Victor 
Lombardo orch heading stageshow 
opens next Friday (5). 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—‘“Lured” (Col). First week ended 
yesterday (Tues.) climbed to a nice 
$18,000 or close. Holds, natch! Last 
week, fifth of “Gunfighters” (Col), 
$9,500. 

Warner (WB) (1,499: 90-$1.50)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (3d wk). 
Continues in great style at $50,000, 
a record third week here after ro- 
bust $53,000 for second. Remaiys 
here indef. Picture established a 
new house high on Labor Day 
(Mon.). 

Winter Garden (UA) 
$1.20)——"Something in Wind” (U). 
For first stanza ending today 
(Wed.) looks to get stout $21,000 or 
near, being helped by uniformly 
good reviews. In ahead, third week 
of “Green For Danger” (EL), only 
$13,000. 


(1,312; 60- 





‘Variety’ Big $14,000 In 
Omaha; ‘Privates’ 11G 


Omaha, Sept. 2. 

“Variety Girl” will end up as best 
grosser here at Paramount with 
fairly big week although “Buck 
Privates Come Home,” at the Omaha, 
will do comparatively as well. Sec- 
ond week of “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” at the Brandeis still is big 
and near normal first-week biz 

Estimates fer This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Strong $9,000. Last week, 
wow $12,000 and near record here, 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 16-65)— 
“Buck Privates Home” (U) and 
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Wednesday, September 3, 1947 








PULSE OF THE 


PUBLIC BEATS 
100% FOR 





M-G-M’s “GREEN 


DOLPHIN STREET”! 


There has never been an audience 





reaction as emphatic as the one just 
given “Green Dolphin Street” at the 
Prospect Theatre, Flushing, N. Y. This 
Preview, which topped even the thun- 
derous ovation accorded this picture in 
California, confirms industry opinion 
that M-G-M has for showmen the Big- 
gest Attraction in 15 years! 





SEE! ¥ 
EARTHQUAKE! 
TIDAL WAVE! 

SHIPWRECK! 
TRIBAL WARS! 





_ METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER presents 


“GREEN DOLPHIN STREET’ 
LANA TURNER 


VAN DONNA _ RICHARD 
HEFLIN - REED - HART 


FRANK MORGAN - EDMUND GWENN 
DAME MAY WHITTY - REGINALD OWEN 
GLADYS COOPER 
Screen Play by Samson Raphaelson 
Based on the Novel by Elizabeth Goudge 
Directed by VICTOR SAVILLE 
Produced by CAREY WILSON 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 








Cincy Hotsy; ‘Bachelor’ Colossal 296, 
‘Variety Wow 226, ‘Slave’ Great 146 


+ 





Cincinnati, Sept. 2. 
New bills have three major stands 
in the upper brackets and holdovers 
are in clover, combining ‘for satis- 


factory general biz. “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” is topping the town 
in sensational style. “Variety Girl 


next best, also smash. “Slave 
also is surprisingly strong. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). 
Colossal $29,900. Last week, “Down 
to Earth” (Col), big $22,000. 


is 
Girl” 


Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 90-$1.25)— | 


“Life With Father” (WB) (2d wk). 
Plump $17,000 following smash $25,- 
000 bow. Stays for third round. 

Gran@ (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col) (m.o.). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, “Fantasia” (RKO) 
(reissue), $10,000, 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Slave 
Girl” (U). Surprisingly strong $14,- 
000, mild notices in dailies being no 
barrier to non-regular class of pa- 
trons. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (4th wk) at 90-$1.25 scale, 
hefty $10,060. , 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“Riff- 
Raff’ (RKO) and “Likely Story” 
(RKO). Moderate $5,000. Last week, 
“Dear Ruth” (Par), fifth downtown 
sesh, sweet $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par). 
with erix raves helping. Last week, 
“Deep Valley” (WB), so-so $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (m.0o.),4 
All right $5,500, Last week, “Perils 
Pauline” (Par) (m.o.), good $6,000. 


Tights 186, Prov.: 
‘Thin Man’ Big AN 


Providence, Sept. 2. 
Last holiday weekend of summer 
sent lots of people out of town, but 
there were still more than enough 


to give all Fr. uses a fine session. On 
the hot side are Majestic’s “Mother 
Wore Tights” and State’s “Song of 
the Thin Man.” “Bachelor” is great 
on holdover at the Albee. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Albee (RKO) 2,200: 44-65)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2d wk). 
ing to terrific $23,000 in first round. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) 
—“Cry Wolf” (WB) and “Gas House 
Kids Go West” (EL) (2d run). 
$5,000. Last week, “Who's Kissing 
Her” (20th) (2d run), $4,000. 





Hotsy $22,000 


Nice | 


ba 








an” (WB) and “Dust Be Destiny” 
| (WB) (reissues) (2d wk), -swift 


| $13,000. 


| Neat $2,400 in 3 days. 


Torrid $18,000 after spurt- | 
(1,400; 44-65) | 


| 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—"Son of | 


Rusty” 
Fairly steady at $7,000. Last week. 


(Col) and vaude on stage. | 


“Springtime Sierras” (Rep) and 
vaude, $6,500. 
Majestie (Fay) 2,200: 44-65 )— | 


“Mother Wore Tights” (20th). Single | 
feature ard holiday boosting this one 
to big $18,000. Last week, “Cry 
Wolf” (WB) and “Gas House Kids | 
Go West” (EL), good $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44- 85)_—“Song | 
of Thin Man” (M-G). Quick turn- 
over and holiday boosting this to) 


solid $20,000. Last week, “Gunfight- | 


ers” (Cal) and “Accomplice” (EL), 


good $16.000. 


| 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | « 


(Par) 
“Dear Ruth” 


—‘“Variety Girl” 
Monday. Last week, 
(Par) (4th wk). 
after stout $11,000 for third session. 


‘Bachelor’ Sock $23, 000, 





Buff.; ‘Variety’ Big 206. 


Buffalo, Sept. 2. 


Biz continues fairly good here this 
week. Sock new entries are “Bach- 
elor and Bobby-Soxer” and “Variety 
Girl.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Song of Thin Man” ‘(M-G) and 
“Moss Rose” (20th). Good $16,000 
or better. Last week, “Who's Kiss- 
ing Her Now” (20th) and “Crimson 
Key” (20th), $19,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—“Variety Girl” (Par). Great $20,- 
000. Last week, “Gone With Wind” 


(M-G) (reissue) (2d wk), $12,500, 
big. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 


“Who's Kissing Her Now” (M-G) 
(m.0o.). Fancy $10,000. Last week, 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) (m.o.), stout $3,- 
000 for fourth week downtown. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Gone 
With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (m.o.). | 
Sock $8,500. Last week, “Cry Wolf” | 


(WB) and “Danger Street”. (Par), | 
oke $4.000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Down to Earth” (Col) and “13th | 
Hour” (Col) (2d — ony A at $12,- | 
500. Last week, smash $22,000 

20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 


40-70)—"‘Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 


(RKO). Socko $23,000. Last week.|“Bel-Ami” (UA).  First-run_ here. 
“New Orleans” (UA) and “Devil' Okay $4.000, Last week, “Copaca- 
Thumbs Ride” (RKO), $11,000. j bana” (UA) (2d wk), okay $3,600. 


Onened | nue. 


Very neat $8500 endar 


(3,309: 70-95 —““Cry Wolt” 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 21 cities, 195 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .......... $3,600,000 

(Based on 23 cities, 195 theatres) 














Tights Lusty 426, 


Det.; Variety 366 


| “Par Ja Porte d’Or” 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 
“Mother Wore Tights.” 
and “Variety Girl,” at the Michigan, | 
are in a photo finish for top honors | 
this week, both being big. “Duel in| 
the Sun” moved into the Downtown 
at upped prices and did nicely. “Wel- | 
come Stranger” is still strong in its 
sixth week at the United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 90- 
$1.25)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Tall 
$18,000. Last week, “Frankenstein” 
(U) and “Dracula” (U) (reissue) (2d 
wk), fair $8,500. 
Breadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(WB) and} 
“That's My Man” (Rep) (m.o.). Good 
$16, 000. Last week, “Marked Wom- 





Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)— 
'—“Gone With Wind” (MG) (reis- 
sues) (3d wk). Sock $21,000. Last 
week, about same. 

Cinema (Martin) (250:60-90)—“The | 
| vow" (Indie) (2d wk). Satisfactory | 
$1,900. Last week, $2,200. | 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60 )—“Song of Scheherazade” (U) | 
and “Undercover Mazie* (MG). | 
Last week, | 
(RKO) and “Moss | 
average $2,100 in 3 | 





“Honeymoon” 
Rose” (20th), 
days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
70-95 )—"“Variety Girl’ (Par). 
$36.000. Last week, “Cry 
(WB) and “That’s My Man” 
$35,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70- 95) | 

“Mother Wore — (20th). | 
Smash $42,000. Last week, “Miracle | 
34th St.” (20th), $32,090. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 
976: 70-95)—‘“Crossfire” (RKO) and 
“Millie’s Daughter” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Strong $21,000. Last week, surpris- 


ing $23,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,941:70-95) —“Welcome Stranger” 
(Par). (6th wk). Still stout at $16,- 


000. Last week, great $19,000. 


‘Variety’ Paces Seattle 


(4,039: 

Sock | | 
Wollf” 
(Rep), 





i “Tarzan Huntress” 
| jo” 
| big $11,000 opener. 


at the Fox, | 





Wham 216, ‘Tights’ Tall 
14, ‘Calendar’ Nice 86 


Seattle, Sept. 2. 
Best bets here this week are 
‘Mother Wore Tights” at Fifth Ave- | 
“Cry Wolf’ at Orpheum, “Va- 
| riety Girl” at Paramount and “Cal- 
Girl” in Palomar. “Ruth” 
bap for fourth week at Liberty. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— | 

“a anne Hall” (UA) (3d wk). Big | 

st week, “Red Stallion” 

‘ELD and ‘ ‘Likely Story” (RKO), (2d 
wk), $4,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th). 
Great $14,000 or over. Last week. 
“Carnegie Hall” (UA), nice $19,100 
in 10 days. 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650: 45-80)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) (4th wk). Still 
big at $12,000 after big $12,500 last 








week. 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
| “Kissing Her Now” (3d wk). Good 


$5.000, Last week, very fine $5,800. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) and 
“Vacation Days” (Mono). Moderate 
$7,000. Last week, “Romance Rosy 
Ridge” (M-G), $10,400 in 9 days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB) and “News 
Hounds” (Mono). ig $14,000. Last 
week, “Trouble With Women” (Par) 
and Sugar Chile Robinson heading 
stagebill. Great $20.000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 45-80) 

—“Calendar Girl” (Rep) and 
“Apache Rose” (Rep). Nice $8,000. 
| Last week, “Last of Mohicans” (EL) 
and “Kit Carson”’ (EL) (reissues), 
$7,300. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-86)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par). Giant $21.000. 
|Last week. “Honeymoon” (RKO) 
“Thunder Mountain” (RKO), $8.200. 
|. Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 





‘Variety’ Robust $28,000 





‘Perils’ Lofty 156, Mont’ 


Montreal, Sept. 2. 


“Perils of Pauline” looks stand- 
out this week for a second run 
at the Palace. “Carnegie Hall” at 
Loew’s is nice in third week. Long 
Labor Day weekend didn’t help other 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,578; 30-45-62)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par). Big $15,000. 
Last week, “Romance Rosy Ridge” 
(M-G ), $12,000. 





Loew’s (C.T.) 
“Carnegie Hall” 


(3,115: .35-47-67)— 
(UA) (3d wk). Good | 


$11,000 after smash $17,000 second | 
week. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,610; 30-45-62)— | 
“Miracle 34th Si.” (20th). Strong 
$13,000. Last week, “Ivy” (U), same. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,270: 30-40-53 )— 


(RKO) and “Ban- | 
(RKO) (2d wk). Nice $7,000 after 


30-40-50 )— 
“Dan- 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,916; 
“Adventure Island” (Par) and 


er Street” (Par). Just $3,000. Last | 
week, “Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) 
and “Cowboy Blues” (Col), $4,000. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119; 30-40-60 )— | 
(Par) and “Nuits 
Birmanes” (Par). Fine $3,300. Last | 
week, “L’Impossible Amour” (WB) | 
and “Maison de Mes Reves” (WB), 
$4,000. 


K.C. Biz as Torrid As 
Heat; ‘Tights’ Solid 216, 
Variety’ 206, ‘Thin’ 156 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 
High totals at theatres here con- 
tinue to keep pace with the high | 
temperatures as area goes through! 
its hottest weather. since 1936. 
“Mother Wore Tights” in Fox Mid- 
west’s three houses leads city, but 
“Variety Girl” at the Paramount is 
comparatively bigger. Doing nicely | 
is “Song of Thin Man” at the Mid- 
land. “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
in third week continues to give Or- 
pheum big money. Weekend tem- 
peratures of 104 degrees sent cus- 
tomers looking for “air-conditioned | 
theatres. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Brute Force” (U). Moves in 
from Tower-Uptown-Fairway where 
it had a bang-up session last week. 
Trim $5,500. Last week, “That's My 
Man” (Rep) and “Jewels Branden- 
| burg” (20th), $4,500 

Kimo (Dickinson) 
“Alexander Nevsky” 
it easy at $1,500. Last week, 
Happy Breed” (U) yanked after 
| wens days, $800. 

Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 45-65)— 
“Song of Thin Man” (M-G) and| 
“Guilt Janet Ames” (Col). Nice $15,- | 
| 000. Last week, “New Orleans” (UA) | 
and “King Wild Horses” (Col), fair | 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Continues pace which has 
made it biggest film in months for 
this house. Solid $12,000. Last week, 
great $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par). Rousing $20,- 
000 or near to pace city. Certain 
holdover. Last week, “Welcome 
Stranger” (Par) (5th wk), nifty $8,- 
500. 

Southtown (Ilimer) (950; 65)— 
“Love Letters” (Par) _ “Virgin- 
ian” (Par) (reissues). So-so $1,500. 
Last week, “Young Mr. Pitt’ (Indie) 
and “Thief Meets Thief” (Indie) (re- 
issues), same. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th ), Click- 
ing at $21,000 and certain to go a 











(550; 65)— 
(Indie). Taking 
“This 
4 





second week. Last week, “Brute | 
Force” (U), surprising strength at | 
$20,000 and moved to Esquire on) 


new policy. 





In Frisco; ‘Tights’ 276 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. | 


Balmy weather is hitting biz to 
some extent but holiday weekend 
trade will help. Variety Club bene- 
fit with Hollywood stars making 
personal appearances hypoed “Va- 
riety Girl” at Paramount to great 
opening week while strong cam- 
paign for world preem of “Burning 
Cross” is giving the Esquire a nice 
stanza. “Mother Wore Tights” looks 
smooth at the big Fox. “Bachelor 
and Bobby-Soxer” in third session 
at the Golden Gate with new vaude 
continues sock. 

Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-$1) 
— “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (3d wk) plus vaude headed 
by Tommy Dix and Anne Triola. 
Sock $26,000. Last week, with vaude 
headed by Joey Adams and Tony 





Canzoneri, big $29,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—‘“Moth- 
er Wore Tights” (20th). Big $27,000. 
Last week, “Marked Woman” (WB) | 
(reissue), pleasing $22,000. | 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)—)| 
“Cynthia” (M-G). Fair $13,500. Last | 

(Continued on page 20) |« 


| brightening biz for 


| Wore Tights” 


| Close. 


| “Storm in Teacup” 


| $1)—*“*Mother 


Holiday Helps L. A.; ‘Tights Terrif 
$37,000 in 5 Spots, Valley’ Hot 596, 3: 
‘Stranger’ Big 576, 2; ‘Wyoming’ 416, 5 


| ae — Hefty $20,000. Last week, 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2 


Long Labor Day weekend es 
sending takes to high 
“Mother 


with 


considerably, 
marks for new pictures. 
looks pacemaker, 


current session | 


immense $87,000 or better in five the- | 


atres, some of them smallseaters., 
“Welcome Stranger” is sock $57,000 
in two Paramount houses. 

“Deep Valley,” in three situations, 
»0inting to hefty $59,000. Double- 

headed by “Wyoming.” in five 
should reach neat $41,000 or 
Third frame of “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” still is nifty at $39,000 
in two spots. “Romance Rosy” is 


is 
bil 


spots, 


| staying only three days past the ini- 


tial week in three houses and getting 
less than $10,000, about as thin com- 
parably as done on first week. 


Estimates fer This Week 


“Deep Valley” (WB). Smooth $23.- 
000. Last week, “Marked Woman” 
(WB) and “Dust Destiny” (WB) (re- 
issues), solid $21,400. 


Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- | 


feld) (872; 50-$1)—“Carnegie Hall” 
(UA) (3d wk). Fine $10,000. Last | 
week, smart $11,200. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1.538: 50-$1)— 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) (2d | 
wk-3 days). Only $2,900. Stays only | 


3 days after 


500. Replaced Monday (1) by “Song ! 
of Thin Man” (M-G) and “Arncllo 
Affair” (M-G). 

EI Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Wyo- 
ming” (Rep) and “Trespasser” (Rep). 


Okay $4,500. Last week, “Red Stal- 
lion” (EL) and “Blondie’s Holiday” 
(ol) (2d wk). $4,400. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— 
“This Happy Breed” (U) (14th wk). 
Final frame of long run looks near 
$1,500. Last week, $1,700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Gone With Wind” 
(3d wk). Brisk $8,000. Last week, | 
sweet $9,000. 

Guild (FWC) 
ganore” (U) and “Big Fix” 
wk). Only $3,000 or near. 
good $4,500. 


(EL) (3d 
Last week, 


Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956 
50-$1)—“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (3d 
wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, good 


$6.700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 50-$1)— 
“Deep Valley” (WB). Good $18,000. 
Last week. “Marked Woman” (WB) 
and “Dust Destiny” (WB) (reissues), 
brisk $15,200. 

Hollywood Music 
feld) (475: 50-85)—“Carnegie Hall 
(UA) (3d wk). About $4,000. Last 
week, $4,500. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Sinea- 
pore” (U) (3d wk). 
Last week, nice $3,900. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85)— 
(Indie) and “Be- 
loved Vagabond” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Good $3,000. Last week. $3,209. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2.404: 50- 
Wore Tights” (20th) 
(20th). Hefty 


Hall (Blu'men- 


and “Second Chance” 
$30,000. Last week. “Kiss Death” 
(20th) and “Little Miss Broadway” 
(Col) (2d wk-9 days), neat $18.200. 
Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“‘Romance Rosy Ridge” ‘(M- 
G) (2d wk-3 days). Just $3.900. 
Stays 3 days only after very weak 
$14,700 first week. “Song Thin Man” 


(M-G) (reissue) | 


yo are (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)—~ 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Sock 
$33,000. Last week, “Blaze Noon” 
(Par) and “Blackmail” (Rep), $16,< 
500. 

Paramount Hellyweed (F&M) (1,- 
451: 50-$1)—“Welcome Stranger” 
(Par). Terrific $24,000. Last week, 
“Blaze Noon” (Par) and “Black- 
mail” (Rep). oke $12.000. 

RKO Hillistreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80)—“Bachelor and Bobbv-Soxer” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Smart $19.000. Last 
week, $26,400. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1 —" 
pore” (U) (8d wk). 
week, neat $7,700. 

Studie City (FWC) (860: 50-$1)— 
“Singapore” (U) (3d wk). Passable 


Singa- 
Fair $5,500. Last 


| $3,500. Last week. oke $4,300. 


| 
| 


dull first frame at $v.- |- 


United Artists (UA) (2,100; 50-3i) 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 50-$1)—|!—‘Singapore” (U) and “Big Fix” 
“Wyoming” (Rep) and “Trespasser” | (EL) (3d wk). Nice $10,000. Last 
(Rep). Neat $5,000. Last week, “Red week, smart $14,100. 

Stallion” (EL) and “Blondie’s Holi-| Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
day” (Col) (2d wk), $3,600. | eae pn Tights” (20th) and 

Beverly Hills Musie Hall (G&S-| Second hance” (20th). Bright 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—"“Carnegie | $13,000. Last week, “Kiss Death” 

all” 5 x4 " (20th) and “Little Miss Broadway 
Hall” (UA) (3d wk). Oke $6,000. ‘ 

Last week, $6.800. (Col) (2d wk-9 davs), nice $5.700. 

. pete ear ” | Vogue (FWC) (885: 50-$1)—“Wyo- 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: 50- ming” (Rep) and “Trespasser” (Rep). 
$1)—‘“‘Mother Wore Tights” (20th), Good $6,000. Last week. “Red Stal- 
ee ne aed a rey —— 7 lion” (EL) and “Blondie’s Holiday” 
5 000 tn) (2d wk-9 Gays), neat’ (Col) (2d wk), trim $4700 

| $5,000. | Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 56-$1)— 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50-| “Romance Rosy Ride” (M-G) (2d 
$1)—“Mother Wore Tights” (20th). | wk-3 days). Down to $2,300. Staving 
Sock $21,000. Last week, “Kiss of | only 3 extra days after weak $7,800 
Death” (20th) (2d wk-9 days), good | first frame. Rep'aced Monday (1) 
$10,700. | by “Song Thin Man” (M-G) and “Ar- 

Culver (FWC) (1.145: 60-$1)— | nello Affair” (M-G) 

“Wyoming” (Rep) and “Trespasser”| _Wiltermn (WB) (2.300; 50-%1)— 
(Rep). Oke $5,500. Last week, “Sin- | “Deep Valley” (WB). Good $18,000. 
gapore” (U) and “Big Fix” (PRC),| Last week, “Marked Woman” (WB) 
good $6,500. }and “Dust Destiry”’ (WB) (Creis- 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— | Sues), sharp $15.2 300. 


‘Thin Man’ Fast 
$40,000 Tops Hub 


Boston, Sept. 

Plenty of favorable Polidiay 
weather plus relati ve ly strons prod- 
| uct is boosting fi'm business cur- 
‘rently, with “Bachelor and Bobby- 
Soxer” second at Memorial is still on 
top. “Variety Girl” looks bie at Met, 
Louis Prima band plus “Crimson 
Key” at RKO is smash, and “Life 
With Father” -starvnch in opening 


| frame day-date at Esquire and Mod- 
ern. “Song of Thin Man” is stout 


| day-date State and Orpheum. 


| 


(968: 50-$1)—“Sin- | 
plav_ here. 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (3,200; 50-$1.10)—“Crimson 
Key” (RKO) plus Louis Prima orch, 
_others, on stage. Hee $36,000, one 
of strongest band show draws to 
Lact week, “Riff-Raff” 


| (RKO) plus Freddie Martin orch, 
| others, on stave, $24,000. 


Finales at $3,000. | 


Esquire (M-P) (700- 75-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB). Getiing 
strong play at $10.000. big for this 
small house. Last week, subsequent- 


run, 

Fenway (M-P) (1,375: 
“Desert Fury” (Par) and “Kilrov 
Ws Here” (Mono) (m.o.) Nice $9.- 
000. Last week, “Cry Wolf’ ¢wB) 
(Col), $7.500. 


40-80 )— 


and “Son Rustv” 

Exeter (1,292: 44.65)“ Mavic Bow” 
‘Incie) and “Blackowt” (indie). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Great Expecta- 
tiens” (UW) (2d wi). ¢§.090, 

Kenmore (Jndie) (700: 44-8@5)— 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue). Sixth 
week looks $2.500 a'ter nice $3,000 
lact stanza. 

Memorial (RKO) (94985: 40-80)— 
aa ue =e Robbw-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2A w yreat $28. y 
on3.0Goe fave $28.000 after wow 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4.279: 40-80) 
—“Variety Gir!” (Par) and “Jungle 
Flicht” (Par). Stronvest item house 
has had in wecks at fine $28,000. Last 
week. “Desert Fury” (Par) and “Kil- 
rov Was Here” (Mono), $22,000. 

Modern (M-P) (890: 75-$1.95)— 
“Life With Father” (WB). Off to 
a big start with $16.000 for down- 
town day-dater. Last week, subse- 


| quent-run. 


. week, “Gone With Wind” 


(M-G) and “Arnello Affair” (M-G), 
replaced Monday (1). 

Leyola (FWC) (1.248: 50-$1)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th). Fancy 
$11.000. Last week, “Kiss Death” 
(20th) (2d wk 9 days), nifty $6.900. 

Mareal (G&S) (900: 75-$1.20)— 


“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Steady 
$6,000 or near. Last week, $6.700. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210: 50- 
$1)—“Wyoming” (Rep) and “Tres- 
passer” (Rep). Trim $20,000. Last 
week. “Red Stallion” ‘(EL) and 
“Blondie’s Holiday” (Col) (2d wk), 
good $12,800. 


Million Dellar (D'town) (2,122; 55- | 


98 )—*“‘Kilroy Was Here” (Mono) with 
Miguelito Valdez orch and Three 
Blazers on stage. Okay $20.000. Last 
week, “Sarge Goes Coliege” (Mono) 
with Frankie Laine. Betty Reilly, 
Mildred Law, Ike Carpenter orch on 


stave, $26,700. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
‘Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 


Orpheum (Loew) 
“Song of Thin Man” 
Redmen” (Col). 


(3.930: 40-80)—~ 
(M-G) and “Last 
Stron’ £28.000. Last 
(M-G) (re- 
issue), (2d wk), $22,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,790: 40-80)~ 
“Desert Fury” (Par) and “Kilroy 
Was Here” (Mono) (m.o.). Neat $15.- 
000. Last week. “Cry Wolf” (WB) 
and “Son Rusty” (Col), $13.500. 

State (Loew) (3.583: 40- 80 )—* ‘Song 
Thin | Man” (M-G) and “Last Rede 


/men” (Col). Trim $12.000. Last 
week, “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 30-74) 


—"Saltv O'Rourke” 


(Par) and “O 
Body Too Many” “4 


(Indie) (reissues). 


Usual $3.000. Last week. “Amateur 
Gentleman” (Indie) and “Mugesy 
Steps Out” (Indie) (reissues), $3,- 
500. 
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German Films on High Road Back, 
Hypoed by U. S. Govt., Sez Gen. Clay 


Berlin, Sept. 2. 


4 





German films, like other media, 
were beset by basic shortages and 
technical difficulties during the year 
ending Aug. 30, 47. But they man- 
aged to forge ahead in three major 
fields of the industry—production of 
feature pictures, synchronization 
of features with German-languag@¢, 


kt 


‘ e 2 bd 
Berlin’ to Paris 
RKO’s location crew working on 
“Berlin Express” for the last four 
weeks in Berlin and Frankfurt has 
completed work there and moved on 
to Paris where additional scenes will 
be shot. Crew and cast include Merle 





tracks, and production of documen- 
taries. Gen. Lucius D. Clay, U. S. 
Military Governor, announced in an 
annual.report dealing with the film 
industry in Germany. 

One of the main problems was an 


acute shortage of film rawstock. 
Production schedules in some Iin- 
stances were delayed at various 


times during the year by such short- 
ages, but activities were able to re- 
sume promptly as rawstock arrived 
from America or foreign sources, 
the report says. . 

The former UFA studios in 
Tempelhof, Berlin, and the former 
Bavaria Filmkunst at Geiselgasteig, 
near Munich, were rehabilitated in 
the late fall of 1946, and at the end 
of this annual period were operating 
under a heavy schedule which called 
for the synchronization of about 50 
feature films a year with German- 
language tracks. 

These two studios are former 
Reich properties and, therefore, are 
being operated under U. S. Military 
Government Property Control pend- 
ing liquidation of the Reich-owned 
and controlled UFA film cartel. 

Sound synchronization of Amer- 
ican films with German voices was 
begun October, 1946, with the U. S. 
feature, “Dangerous Journey.” 

With the licensing of the first 10 
German film producers on Nov. 29, 
"46. the two studios were made avail- 
able to the licensees. The producers, 
some of whom were famous in Ger- 
man films in the pre-Hitler era, not 
only passed strict political screening 
by U. S. Military Government but 
they also met minimum professional 
standards. 

Actual production on the first of 
the German features did not get un- 
der way until April, 1947, when the 
film “Between Yesterday and To- 
morrow” was begun with an all-star 
cast. a venture hitherto unattempted 
in the German film industry. 

Two other German feature films, 
“Long Is the Way” and “And Above 
Us the Sky,” were undertaken June 
2, '47, soon after completion of the 
first production. ‘ 

In February, 1947, Military Gov- 
ernment undertook the production of 
@ special documentary film showing 
destroyed German war plants or 
other factories being dismantled for 
reparations. The film was edited and 
recorded at Tempelhof and then was 
sent to Moscow, where it was pre- 
sented by U. S. Military Government 


authorities before the Council of | 


Foreign Ministers. 
‘World-Film’s’ Anni 


“Welt Im Film” (“World In Film”), 
a weekly newsreel produced in Ger- 
many jointly by the U. K.-U. S. 
Zones, celebrated its second anni- 
versary in May, 1947. It was pro- 
duced for the first time in London, 
and the first reels were flown to 
Germany immediately after the sur- 
render, for showing in the few 
cinema houses then operating. At 
the present time the newsreel is 
shown weekly in about 2,000 theatres 
in the U. S.-British Zones. On the 
basis of Military Government public 
opinion surveys, “Welt Im Film” has 
achieved during its relatively brief 
existence a reputation for frank, fair 
and honest pictorial reporting. The 
newsreel is comprised of 50% Ger- 
man news events and features and 
60% foreign coverage. 

In April, 1947, three freight car 
loads of film equipment, including 
500,000 meters of 16m_ rawstock, 
800,000 meters 35m rawstock, and 
various types of machinery and 
equipment, were shipped from Ber- 
lin to Munich. This concluded the 
transfer of stocks and equipment 
from the Reichsanstalt fuer Wissen- 
schaft und Unterricht (State Insti- 
tute for Science and Education) to 
the Institut fuer den Unterrichtsfilm 
(Institute for Educational Films). 

Synchronization of U. S. films, 
which was suspended at Munich by 
lack of film rawstock, was resumed 
at the close of June, 1947, with the 
arrival of 250,000 feet of sound re- 
cording film sent by the U. S. Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. 

A total of 197,057 German youth 
and children in U. S.-occupied areas 
viewed 697 special film showings 
during June. The performances were 
sponsored by Military Government 
and by the German Youth Activities 
program, 


| Oberon, Robert Ryan, Paul Lukas 
|}and Charles Korvin, with Jacques 
| Tourneur directing. 

| End of work in Germany was 
| celebrated at the Berlin Press Club 
| where the cast was host to Allied 
| military leaders and the press. 





‘Chiltern’ London Click 


London, Sept. 2. 

“The Chiltern Hundreds,” enter- 
taining electioneering comedy by W. 
Douglas Home, who wrote “Now 
Barabbas,” preemed at the Vaude- 
ville theatre Tuesday (26). 

Play was well received by both 
press and audience, Veteran A. E. 
Matthews scored a triumph in the 
lead. Piece looks to have a success- 
ful run, 


Outlaw’ Upsets 





Backlog of Bad or Dated Pix Is Tipoff 
To Parlous State of Mex Film Industry 





Lirico’s U. S. Talent 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 
Teatro Lirico has resumed shows 
with American talent. Arnie Hart- 
man, U. |S. accordionist who has 
played this country previously, is on 
the current bill topped by Augustin 
Lara, Mex composer. 





Fill T 

lipmos, 100 
Manila, Sept. 2. 

view the controversal picture, “The 


Outlaw,” which is now showing at 
GTO’s downtown cinema _ houses 





Poles Show U.S. 


Pix Preference 


Lodz, Poland, Aug. 27. 


American films are still the num- | 


| ber one choice in Poland despite the 
| so-called “iron curtain” across east- 
;ern Europe, according to all factual 
| indications. Recently, Dan LaRoche, 

Motion Picture Export Assn. public- 
| ity chief in Poland, after giving a 20- 
| minute radio discussion on forthcom- 
| ing U. S. films, received 3,949 let- 
|ters from listeners of Polskie Radio 
asking for more information. 

As a result of the fan response, 
| LaRoche was invited by officials to 
conduct a series of his film chats for 
'an indefinite number of weeks each 
' Sunday with airtime extended to 45 
minutes. MPEA has also arranged 
to plug U. S. films on an expanded 
spot basis on several provincial 
broadcast stations, three or four 
times weekly. Considered as a 
| public service, plugs are going out 
on a no-charge basis. 





| 


| 


IN AUSSIE B.0. STAKES 


Sydney, Aug. 26. 

British pix are leading in the b.o. 
sweepstakes here. The Associated 
British “Piccadilly Incident,” which 
ran 13 weeks on four-a-day here, 
will inaugurate the new British pol- 
icy set out for Greater Union's Civic, 
Adelaide, Sept. 4. 

Another A.B. pic, “Quiet Week- 
end,” currently in its 11th week here 
for GUT, had been listed as being 
pulled twice, hypoed biz each time 
keeping it on. “Q.W.” did 16 weeks 
in Melbourne, and a similar span in 
New Zealand. 

“Great Expectations” (GBO) is 
terrific for Hoyt here and is set for 
many weeks. 





_Army Hoopla for ‘Pauline’ 
Preem at Jap Pyle Theatre 


Tokyo, Aug. 19. 

The U. S. Army hauled out a 
battery of searchlights at the Ernie 
| Pyle theatre here last week to 
usher in the Far East Command’s 
premiere of “Perils of Pauline.” It’s 
believed to be the first time search- 
lights have blazed over Tokyo since 
+/the end of the war. 

Other features included the un- 
veiling of a life-size bas-relief of 
Pyle by Brig. Gen. E. A. Willoughby, 
Intelligence Officer of General Mac- 
Arthur’s Headquarters, and a Spe- 
cial Services stage production, 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” 

The plaque, one of five, was made 
by Vincent V. Colby of Albuquerque, 
N. M., a close friend of the Pyle 
family. Other replicas of the famed 
war correspondent went to William 
Pyle, his father; Gov. Dwight H. 
Greene of Illinois, and two friends 
of the family. 


No Indian Sign on U.S. Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Political changes in India and the 
establishment of Pakistan as a mem- 
ber of the United Nations will re- 
sult in a break for Hollywood pic- 
jtures in that territory, according to 
Abdul Kader, veepee of the Kader- 
Siddik Corp. of New Delhi and 
| Karachi, currently visiting Califor- 
| Nia. 

English is the official diplomatic 
|language of Pakistan, which has a 
{population of 75,000,000, 900 film 
| houses and a vast unexplored mar- 
| ket for 16m pictures in prefabricated 
j}theatres. People of that country, 
_ Kader said, prefer American pic- 
jtures to all others. 








BRITISH PIX TAKE LEAD | 


after Supreme Court Justice Greg- 
orio Perfecto overruled an order of 
Secretary of the Intetior Jose Cozul- 
| etas suspending the picture’s exhi- 
bition at the Capitol and Rialto the- 
atres until he has reviewed the film 
for censorship purposes. 


|to the picture was spearheaded by 
powerful church and lay circles. 
Theatres are drawing huge crowds as 
a result of the publicity. Film was 
originally banned by the national 
board for motion pictures, but fol- 
lowing weeks of protracted discus- 
sion, it finally permitted its public 
exhibition. 


‘Police Start Check On 
Paris Theatres as Result 
Of Suburban House Fire 


Paris, Sept. 2. 
Select, cinema in Paris suburb 
| near Versailles, was guited by a fire 
during a show this weekend, which 
resulted in 87 deaths and numerous 
casualties, including many children. 
| Disastrous stampede which occurred 
after fire was discovered resulted 
from heavy overcrowding of the the- 
atre, which was filled with 200 per- 
sons above its authorized 600 seating 
capacity. Panicked crowd also found 
its escape routes blocked by folding 
seats in 








the aisles, a common 
practice in France. 
Local safety commission had 


previously reporfed this theatre un- 
safe, but no action was taken. Fire 
started in the auditorium either 
through a short circuit or a cigaret. 
A 17-year-old projectionist in charge 
fled the scene, leaving the booth- 
door open, resulting in a film fire 
and heavy smoke. 


Owner Andre Mouillade was jailed 
'on charges of breaking safety regu- 
lations through neglect to fireproof 
his house. Police are now enforcing 
regulations strictly everywhere and 
are fining smokers in Paris theatres 
on the spot. 





MORE MEX ACTORS TO B.A. 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 
Montes, Mexican film 
has been inked for three 
pix by the San Miguel Studios of 
Buenos Aires and will leave soon 
for the Argentine. She is the third 
| top Mexican pic player currently to 
be hived by Argentinian producers. 


Lina 
actress, 











Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 2. 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (13). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (19). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (32). 
“Bride West,” Fortune (3). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude. (1), 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (8). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhams (8). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (5). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (14). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” News (13). 
“Girls Quite,” St. Martin’s (2). 
“Here There,” Palladium (22), 
“Jane,” Aldwych (31). 
“Jane Steps Out,” Embassy (3). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (13). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (3), 
“Nightingale,” Princes (7). 
“Noose,” Saville (11). 
“Off the Record,” Apollo (13). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (18). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (124). 
“Piccadilly to Hayride,” Wales (25). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (20). | 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (18). 
“Separate Rooms,” Strand (2). 
“Sleeping Clergyman,” Crit. (11). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (70). | 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (20). | 
“Trespass,” Globe (7). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (67). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall 





(18). 


President Manuel Roxas may re-| 


Tivoli, Equity 


Informed sources said opposition | 


‘the top draw inasmuch as he’s be- 
ing held over for several shows 
|along with his 12-piece orch. Sal- 
|vador Garcia, radio tenor, is feat- 
ured with the band. 





In Salary Tiff 


21. 
the 


Melbourne, Aug. 
Aussie Actors Equity and 


| Set for battle over a comedian with 
loop. Equity is demanding that Jay 
Morris, comic of “Night and 


for the Melbourne dating, or else it 
will move to close loop’s ace houses 
here and in Sydney. 

Secretary of the Victorian branch 
of Equity, D. Diamond, alleges that 
Morris was “victimized” because he 
refused to take a cut in salary. Dave 
Martin, Tivoli loop managing di- 


$200 weekly on his last booking in 
| Melbourne. 


Melbourne run. Equity 
Morris should be booked for 
Melbourne season at $200. 


the 


standard contract which Equity is 
seeking became official, contracts al- 
ready made with many overseas 


cause of certain “protection” clauses. 





Mexico City, Sept. 2. 
Parlous state of the Mexican film 
industry, according to trade observ- 
ers, is reflected in a heavy backlog 
of some 50 pictures produced be- 


| tween 1938 and 1946 that never have 


been exhibted. These films repre- 
sent a heavy investment and unless 


| they can be disposed of pronto, must 
| be written off as a total loss. 


| 
Lara, however, is conceded to be 


Failure of these films to win play- 
ing time is attributed in the trade to 


either their outright bad quality or 


} American film 


lack of adequate exploitation to sell 
them to exhibs. Another obstacle 
to their future distribution, industry 
circles feel, is the fact that Latin 
fans are becoming 


|more discriminating in their choice 


| Laughter,” be put back into the cast | 


rector, declared that Morris was paid | 


In Sydney he was paid | 
$140, and was rebooked for another | 
claimed | 


Martin also pointed out that if a | 


Probably Equity and the Tivoli | 


of pictures. 

Up until a year ago Mexicar 
product was readily accepted every- 
where in South America regardless 
| of merit. Now only the cream of 
| Mexican studio output finds favor 
at the bo. Some of the pictures 
have already been written off, be- 
cause their stars and directors are 





| Tivoli vaude-revue loop are vetting | forgotten, and there’s no means of 


selling them when they’re all ear- 


one of the units routed over the | marked with the past. 


Another hindrance to local indus- 
try progress, it’s said in some in- 
stances, is the long delay in studio 
| production. Some films are practi- 
| cally completed and then lie in 
| studio vaults for as long as two 
| years awaiting musical backgrounds 
or other essentials. 
| Three pictures made in 1948 have 
recently been released — nearly : 
year after completion. Seeking th: 
| reason for the long delay, industr: 
execs learned that many retakes helc 
up distribution of the trio. To cover 
extra costs these pix must reap 
|higher returns at the b.o. whick 
they haven’t done up to now, 





FARRAR VICE DONAT, - 


acts would become null and vid be- | OUT THRU ILLNESS 


London, Sept. 2. 


will iron out present problems in! With illness forcing Robert Dona? 
time to stop the threatened closure out of the lead of “Precious 
of theatres; but it’s uuderstood, too, | Bane,” which Paul Soskin is produc- 
that Martin will not bow to any | ing for Universal-Rank, David Far- 


| stage appearances with pix. 


pressure. This is not the first clash 
| between Equity and the Tivoli. 


BILINGUAL CARTOONS 
FROM ANDRE SARUTT 


All-important American dollar, 
which has already led many foreign 
producers to groove their films for 
the U. S. market, has now taken 
hold of foreign cartoon producers. 
Les Gemeaux, French cartoon studio 
headed up by Andre Sarutt, will 
embark shortly on an _ expanded 
production schedule with all films 
earmarked for U. S. screens. Sarutt's 
outfit, although independent, is 
backed almost entirely by the 
French finance ministry. 

Foreign-produced cartoons are be- 
lieved to be naturals for the U. S. 
market, since they offer a minimum 
of language difficulty. With most of 
the interest in them being visual, it’s 
unnecessary to provide them with 
English subtitles or dubbed dialog, 
according to Sarutt. His cartoons, 
he explained, would be provided 
with a separate English soundtrack 
but, with the necessity for dubbing 
obviated, such work is almost negli- 
gible. 

Sarutt has been in the U. S. for 
the last two weeks attempting to 
line up a co-production deal on a 
forthcoming feature cartoon with 
one of the U. S. majors. Before 
leaving for France yesterday (Tues- 
day), the French producer declared 
that negotiations had almost been 
completed for such a deal. Final 
signaturing is expected to be done 
in Paris upon his return. He de- 
clined to divulge the identity of the 





latter would put up half of the, 
budget outlay. 

Feature cartoon is to be “La Ber- 
gere et Le Ramoneur,” scripted by 


Jacques Prezert, who wrote “Les 
Enfants du Paradis.” Film will be 
directed by Paul Grimault. Les 


Gemeaux has been in operation for 
the last 10 years but none of its 
cartoons has yet played in the U. S. 


AUSSIE P.A. HYPO 
Sydney, Aug. 26. 











rar has been set to replace him. 
Deal for the latter was made on a 
leasing agreement with Michaes 
Powell and Emeric Pressburger. 


Picture rolls in November, Rober* 
Siodmak handling the directoria’ 


reins. Peter Bernais came in from. 
Hollywood to write the scrips 
which as yet is incomplete. Dona: 


reportedly has not made a film in 
four years. Ann Todd has the 
femme lead, 


Greater Union Chalks Up 
Boff Year Under Rydge 


Sydney, Aug. 26. 

Greater Union Theatres, under di- 
|rection of Norman B. Rydge, hit 
higher profits and dividends last 
year than before, with an even high- 
er take expected this year. Four top 
holding companies in GUT are 
Greater J. D. Williams, Spencers, 
Wests and Amalgamated Pictures, 

GUT, the holding company, paid 
an ordinary dividend of $300,000, in 
which the four units share pro-rata. 
Amalgamated Pictures paid 5%% 
‘last year 4%2%); Greater J. D. Wil- 
liams, 44%% (last year 4%); Spen- 
cers, 4% (last year 342%); Wests, 
6% (ast year 5%). 

J. Arthur Rank has a 50% hold- 
ing in the GUT setup. He'll be out 
here early next year for a looksee. 











Berlin Gets ‘Weekend’; 


Pic in Preview Praise 
Berlin, Aug. 27. 





In keeping with American Military 


American company but declared the | Government policy of bringing Hol- 


lywood’s best to Germans in Berlin, 
“The Lost Weekend” (Par) prize- 
winning study of an habitual drunk, 
will be released for Berlin showing 
as soon as synchronization has been 
completed, Carl Winston, Chief of 


| Film Section, Information Control 
| Branch, Office of Military Govern- 
ment, Berlin Sector, announced. 


“Weekend,” directed by Billy 
Wilder, former Berlin journalist, was 
shown a few days ago to a group of 
Berlin critics and motion picture of- 


Indications point to a big play by/ ficials at Film Studio, Kleiststrasse, 
the major loops to route top vaude | Schoeneberg. The critics, who were 


| stars to the Aussie zone by air for | from every sector of Berlin, were 
j}unanimous in their praise of the film, 
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Dark Passage 


Warners release of Jerry Wald production. 
Siurs liumphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall; 
features Bruce Bennett, Agnes Moorhead, 
Tom D’ Andrea. Directed by Delmar Daves. 
Screenplay by Dzuves, from novel by David 
Coodist camera, Sid Hickox; editor, David 
Weisbart; music, Franz Waxman. Pre- 
viewed N. Y. Aug. 29, ‘47. Running time, 
106 MINS. 


Vincent Parry. ..es-eeee- Humphrey Bogart 
Jrene JANSON. .ceeesecceeeres Lauren Bacall 
Bob fea OA TE ARIPO IE Bruce Bennett 
; aT Pe ee Z : Moorehead 
Madge Rapf....ccceveeees4 Agnes } 

jam <6 ably). cccocceccceesscs Tom D'Andrea 
Fi: DN Se ..Clifton Young 





t - Douglas Kennedy 
cicieetas pothiuan’ Pisa j ..Rory Mallison | 
Dr. Walter Coley......-Houseley Stevenson | 

The Bogart-Bacall team is still box- | 
office. Sterling, sultry performances | 
by the duo in a grim story that has | 
plenty of killings and suspense, will | 
more than offset the frequent slow | 
pace and highly implausible story. 
Clever directorial bits and some 
tricky lensing will also carry the pic 
over the far-fetched hurdles, and 

ring it into the money. 

¥ The film has a sharp, brutal open- 
ing; macabre touches throughout, and 
a thick, gruesome quality. What 
starts out as a thriller switches en 
route into a sagging, psychological 
drama, but recovers in time to. give 
out with the satisfying gory stuff. 
Miss Bacall’s charm. and Bogart’s 
ruggedness count heavily in a strange 
treatment of a murder story, which 
if it doesn’t ue a ag does 
-ustain mood and interest. } 

ev scripting is superior and dialog 
frequently crackles. Direction 1s 
smart, with suggestion of the im- 
pressionistic approach. What begins 
as an apparent imitation of the Lady 
in the Lake” technique, with the cen- 
tral figure speaking but not being 
visible to the audience, explains it- 
self part way into the film in a clever 
fashion. Bogart isn’t shown at the 
start because he’s supposed to look 
like someone else. When a doctor has 
done a plastic surgery job on him to 
hide him from the police, and he 
looks the familiar Bogart, the point 
of his late appearance in the film is 

vident. 

First actual appearance of Bogart, 
his face completely swathed in white 
bandages so that he looks like a 
mummy, has its own macabre appeal. 
Such smart touches abound in the 
film—the shadowy old Bogart lurking 
in a darkened cab; the hands of the 
convict gripping the drum at the 
start of the pic; the montage effect 
as Bogart comes out of the face oper- 
ation. : ? 

Pic is a story of a man imprisoned 
on circumstantial evidence for the 


jail, and the efforts of a girl to help 
him. because her father similarly had 
suffered unjust imprisonment. The 
man, on the lam from the cops, 1s in- 
volved with all sorts of characters— 
a garrulous, altruistic cabbie; a 
small-time blackmailer; the woman 
who actually killed his wife (and 
also bumped off his friend), and the 
strange art student who hid him from 
the police and be’riended him. There 
is little rhyme or reason to much of 


esting picture, but probably a trifle 
puzzling for average American audi- 
ences, and too vague and slow-mov- 
ing for general popularity, It’s hard- 
ly promising fare for regular run 
houses, but may do moderately in the 
arty spots. The picture won't be easy 
to exploit, either, as it has only low- 
wattage love interest, no spectacular 
dramatic or topical idea and no 
names familiar to the U. S. public. 


J . 2 
Miniature Reviews 

“Dark Passage,” (WB). Hum- 
phrey Bogart-Lauren Bacall 
team in a gory, but effective 
thriller, for sure returns. 

“The Devil’s Enveys” (“Les 
Visiteurs du Soir”) (French) 
(Superfilm). Heavy dramatic 
legend moderate for foreign 
houses, but not for regular runs. 

“La Casa De La Zorra” (House 
of the Fox) (Filmex). Mexican- 
made social drama. OK _ for 
Spanish-language houses, 








Film’s story is based on an old 
French legend. It is a sort of love-| 
conquers-all version of the Good- | 
versus-Evil theme, but isn't too well 
pointed or paced in the script. The 


early scenes, in which the two Devil's enough acting ability in this rather | 


disciples arrive at the castle in time 
to entertain the banquet guests and 
presently disrupt the household, are 
promising. Some of the Devil's later 
scenes are amusing, too. But the yarn | 
itself is slow and the direction fur- 
ther retards it. Also, the picture’s 
closing scenes, in which the Devil is 
outwitted by the mortal girl, wander 
and have a letdown quality. Techni- 
cally, the picture is about average for. 
a French-made. 

“The Devil's Envoys” has the same 
writer-director-star combination as 
“Les Enfants du Paradis” (“Children 
of Paradise”), In this production, Ar- 
letty again plays an enigmatic femme 
fatale, handling the assignment with 
skill and poise suggesting Hollywood 
possibilities. Jules Berry, as Satan, 
gives a standout character-comedy 
performance, revealing excellent 
range, flexibility and personal im- 
pact. The others are less notable, 
though Alain Cuny’ is acceptable as 
the lost soul saved by a girl’s devo- 
tion, and Marie Dea is dramatically 
satisfactory as the mortal heroines 

The film’s runting time, just two 
minutes short of twq hours, would 
profit by severe cuttihg. Hobe. 


La Casa de la Zerra 





gambling casing in disappointment 
over her son’s love affairs. 

Obviously, Montalban evidences 
loosely-knit production to see why 
Metro picked him for a role. He’s 
the harum-scarum son who finds that 
money fails to bring him happiness. 
Miss Fabregas is excellent in the 
heavy mother role. Susana Guizar, 
Andres Siler, Andora Palma and Isa- 
bela Corona are best in the support- 
ing cast. 

Juan J. Oretega’s direction is much 
better than the story. Not too much 
is spent on production values here, 
most of coin apparently going to an 
unusually large cast. Wear. 











Aug. Winnahs 


Continued from page 5 











gust that apparently kept the Cary 
Grant-Shirley Temple starrer from 
top rating. Because the film not 
only piled up record grosses in nu- 
merous keys despite the worst heat 
wave in years, but also proved as 
comparatively strong in the smaller 
cities as it did at the N. Y. Music 
Hall. “Bachelor” had»been running 
at a record-pace at the Hall before 
it went out generally throughout the 


(‘House of the Fox’) country. The Musie Hall gross of 
(MEXICAN-MADE) $449,000 in the. first three weeks 
ne ee gee: Stars Ri- naturally boosted its national total 
Cardy » sMrontaliy ° . wegas, >u- 
jana iimaunne otusen aeemeee Salen ms on the month, 


hela Corona, 
Juan J, Ortega. 
ing Aug. 20, ‘47. 


Andres Soler. Directed by 
At Belmont. N. Y., atart- 
Running time, 90 MINS. 





(In Spanish; No English Titles) 


Ricardo Montalban, who by this 
time is a lot better known to Ameri- 
can audiences than when this was 
made, is the male star of this ex- 
tremely wordy social drama. He had 
one of the leads in “Fiesta,” and those 
who watched him in that Metro pic- 
ture hardly will recognize his work 
in this earlier Mexican opus. The 
picture is stolen by Virginia Fabre- 
gas, as the foxy mother. Despite its 
talkiness, this Mexican-made film is 
okay for Spanish-language houses 
and possibly for some arty theatres 
if and when English titles are added. 

Story centers around the notorious 
gambling casino or house operated by 
an elderly woman who is the fox of 
picture. Plot has her most concerned 
with the philanderings of her hand- 
some, indolent son. Returning home 





what goes on, but pic’s mood and 
performances hold the audience in 
suspense, even over the dull mo- 
ments. ¢ 

Miss Bacall, in a simple, unglamor- 
ous pose at the start, even then has a 
pleasant appeal, that hypoes intensely 
as soon as the old, sultry makeup and 
sexy charm are turned on. Bogart 
is impressive in something of a lack- 
lustre character for him. _ Agnes 
Moorehead is sufficiently vicious as 
the discarded femme who turns 
killer, giving the film some of its 
most vivid moments in her big scene 
at the close. Tom D’Andrea’s eccen- 
tric cabby study has warmth, and 
Clifton Young’s shakedown role is 
effective. Bruce Bennett’s part as the 
other fellow is routine, with Rory 
Mallinson‘s bit as Bogart’s pal more 
definite. : 

Outdoor shots, of the San Francisco 
bridge, of long steps up winding 
streets, of apartment entrances and 
facades, make good pictorial mate- 
rial. Franz Waxman’s music helps 
greatly to sustain the mood. Produc- 
tion is ample in a yarn that doesn't 
call for lavish outlay. Bron. 


The Devil's Envoys 
(‘Les Visiteurs du Soir’) 
Supertilim relesse of Andre PaulWwe produc- 
tion. Stars Arletty;: features Jules® Berry, 
Marie Dea, Alain Cuny, Fernand Ledoux. 
Dicvected by Marcel Carne. Screenplay, 
Jacques Prevert and Pierre Taroche. At 
Ambassador, N. V., starting Aug. 29, °47. 

Running time, 118 MINS, 






PIL. so 8.00.09 Cakeecedesdeakesde ss Arletty 
Devil. .......56. ----Jules Berry 
eee eooesee. Marie Dea 
Eeron Hugues... -..Fernand Ledoux 
GREG oS c.0 4.00 064 cbpdedhaestees val Alain (uny 
Le Bourreau........eeeee-.-.Gabriel Gabrio 
(hevalier Renatid..........Mareel Herrand 
Te ¢sros Seignor......:.....-: Pierre Labry 





Although it was made late in 1944, 
after the liberation, “The Devil's En- 
voys” has some of the basic charac- 
teristics of much of the dramatic 
entertainment produced in France 
during the Occupation. That is, the 
sfory is romantic legend and the 
theme is classic morality. In this in- 
stance, however, there is little con- | 
temporary significance in the yarn 
about two damned souls who return 
to earth to corrupt the human race, | 
but remain long enough for one to be | 
saved by a girl's love. 

“The Devil's Envoys” is an inter- 





from years in school, he soon is off 
on a drinking and gambling spree. 
The lad, Montalban, also never over- 
looks a comely femme, jumping from 
one affair to another. His early dis- 
covery that the boss behind the 
scenes at the luxurious casino is his 
mother prompts him to spend even 
more freely. 

Yarn becomes a bit involved as he 
apparently falls madly in love with 
girl after girl. It's only when his 
amours step on family ties that a 


felt that he had found the girl he 
finally was going to marry, straight- 
ens the whole affair out by stopping 
payment on the check she had given 
him as a wedding gift even though 
Montalban temporarily winds up in 
jail. There is a terrific scene in 
which his mother, Virginia Fabregas, 


showdown develops. His mother. who | 


‘Kissing,’ ‘Ruth,’ ‘Hucksters’ 


“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her,” a 
strong favorite in July, wound up in 
third place last month. It finished 
first in national ratings the week 
of Aug. 12, was second the week of 
Aug. 5 and fourth on Aug. 19 week, 
only falling back in the final week 
of the month in the face of many 
new entries. 


As in. July, “Ruth” and “Huck- 
sters” ran neck-and-neck last month, 
this time for fourth place money. 
In the previous month, it was for 
top place coin. Paramount comedy 
nosed ‘out the Gable-Kerr starrer 
mainly because of ponderance of 
playdates which consistently showed 
strong business. Going down to the 
wire almost a photo-finish as to ac- 
tual coin, it was this ability of 
“Ruth” to hold up in stout fashion 
even after first and second weeks 
that handed it a real advantage. In 
contrast, “Hucksters” slipped badly 
after almost uniformly sock opening 
weeks. This obviously was reflected 
in VaRIETY ratings, with “Hucksters” 
starting August in first position and 
then tumbling below “Ruth” in the 
three succeeding weeks of the 
month. 

“Brute Force” wound up sixth, 
largely through its ability to main- 


! 


sions. It was in fourth groove one 


week, and never dipped below sixth 
money all four weeks of the month. 

Of those missing the Big Six list, 
“Wolf” and “Rosy Ridge” made the 
most creditable showings. 





goes on a binge and wrecks her own 
seine eaetateeneeemeiaem eile aeieaei desi meentaneeeeenitaatiniermeemnemenenieete imental 











(Caravan 

“Caravan,” Eagle Lion release 
of J. Arthur Rank production . 
tradeshown in New York, Aug. 
28. was caught by VarIETy in 
London, April 17, 1947. Critic 
Talb opined at that time: 

“Screen adaptation of ‘Caravan’ 
suggests. a Horatio Alger script 
since one melodramatic situation 
is piled an another. But strong 
direction, brilliant individual 
performances and _ production 
values far above the usual run 
of British films are enough to 
offset this type of plot ..Stewart 
Grainger has a role made to or- 
der for him.” 

Pic originally ran 122 minutes, 
but has been sliced to 84 minutes. 
Version for the U. S. market has 
only a fair b.o. outlook. Roman- 
tic adventure tale, set in Spain 
about 1830. maintains a steady 
pace but the melodrama is 
poured on too heavily for even 
minimum level of credibility. 
Screenplay, moreover, has too 
many corny touches to appeal to 
sophisticates who patronize 
British pix for their adult 
touches. Production is stocked 
with a cast of excellent players, 
but besides Grainger, they are 
too unfamiliar in the U. 
cut any ice at the wickets. 





S. to | 
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Rep Stock 


Continued from page 3 


Yates and the Jules Brulatour 
Estate in that regard. He and his 
|family have about 80,000 shares of 
| Republic and 33,782 shares of Asso- 
‘ciated Motion Picture Industries. 
Latter is a holding company which 
owns 175,730 shares of Rep common, 
| 27,600 of preferred and $285,000 in 
debentures. Goetz’s share of AMPI 
|represents about 18% of its outstand- 
| ing stock, 

Goetz’s two associates on the 
board who will resign with him if 
the sale goes through are Col. Sam- 
uel Becker, his attorney, and Hurry 
C. Mills, an exec of J. C. Penney Co. 
'They were voted to the 14-man 
board last January, giving Goetz his 
/first representation, after he had 
| Ssquawked vociferously against Yates’ 
| Operating policies, 
| Yates and Goetz are both remain- 
|ing in New York this week. 
Republic's board has declared a 
jregular quarterly dividend of 25¢ 
iper share on preferred stock. 

Stockholders of record Sept. 10 
cut the pie Oct. 1, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 3 


Alf Kjellin, the Swedish actor just imported by David O. Selznick, 
is being cagey about his film career, Although he hopes to click with 
the U. S. public, he has made contractual arrangements to return to 
Sweden for one picture a year, and thus maintain his contacts and position 
there. He has a long-term deal with Selznick, with a year-and-a-half 
commitment before his first option comes up. His first Hollywood assign. 


tain strength after big teeoff ses- | 









Night,” adapted from the F. Scott 





the paper appeared, the British Air 


fact taken place. 
editions. 


there was no reference to it in any 


London News is Lord Northcliffe’s 


that Samuel Goldwyn’s flacks didn’t 


et al. 


Ernest Hemingway, who recently 


Hemingway, who’s been working 


recent reissue of the picture. She 


run to 50,000 copies in one day.” 


and interfaith groups. 





unions make Labor Day mean 
something, broke up Monday (1) 
after two hours of futile talks be- 
tween leaders of the striking unions 
and the IATSE. Meeting was 
arranged through the intervention of 
Archbishop John J. Cantwell. 
Richard F. Walsh, IA prexy, how- 





ever refused to attend unless 
William Hutcheson, Carpenters 
,union prexy, and I. P. Lindelof, 


| painters union chief, were also 
beangeny Walsh sent Brewer as his 
| rep at the request of Archbishop 
) Cantwell, 
Neither Side Would Yield 

Failure of peace negotiations re- 
|sulted from fact that neither side 
| would yield on matter of jobs to 
|which it believed itself entitled. 
Monsignor Thomas O'Dwyer, acting 
;as moderator for the Archbishop, 
asked each side to give up some- 
thing. 

Brewer, called in first, said: “The 
, Strike is not of our making. We 
didn’t call anybody out. We won't 
;enter any agreement to take our 
| beopie off the job. If they want to 
call off the strike, we'll cooperate. 
| We have an obligation to protect our 
| people who kept the studios running. 
If the situation is unfavorable to the 


strikers, it's because of the action 


they took.” 
| Herb Sorrell. prexy of the strik- 


jing Conference of Studio Unions, 


have caused the slightest embarrassment to the R.A.F. visitors. 


a plaster cast and am not at present. 
intend to hold onto him. Far from giving away the film rights for a 
song, I got the highest price ever paid until that time for a first novel 
by an unknown author. And I did not sell my rights in galley proof. 
Something between 250,000 and 500,000 copies had been sold and had 


Labor Prober Gets Tough 


Continued from page 6 


ment will be the romantic lead opposite Jennifer Jones in “Tender Is the 


Fitzgerald novel. It is slated to go 


before the cameras early in January. Kjellin’s name (pronounced Chelleen, 
with the accent on the second syllable) will be changed. 

The young Swedish leading man was signed by Selznick on the strength 
| of his performance in “Torment,” a Swedish Filmindustry (SFI) feature 
currently being shown in the U. S. Kjellin recently completed another 
SFI feature, “The Woman Without a Face,” scripted by Ingmar Bergman, 


who wrote “Torment,” and directed by Gustav Molander. 
has not yet been released in Sweden or abroad. 


The picture 





Walt Disney’s representatives in London are ripping mad over an item 
| that appeared in a London Evening News gossip column last Thursday, 
Aug. 30, to the effect that members: of an R.A.F. squadron, making a 
goodwill flight in America, were locked out of Disney studios in Holly- 
wood after news of Britain’s tax bite was received. 


Immediately after 
Ministry phoned the paper to explain 


that the story was absoiutely without foundation, since the visit had in 
The gossip item was withdrawn from subsequent 


J. E. Ricketts, director of Disney enterprises in London, however, 
wasn’t satisfied and wrote te the editor demanding a retraction. 
pointed out that although news of the film tax was known in Hollywood, 


Ricketts 


way by a single American that could 
The 
sheet, 





If “Don’t Be a Mitty” doesn’t become a housenold word it can't be said 


try. As a catchline for the producer's 


“Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” the word “Mitty” is being plugged in 
various advertising media to represent a typical daydreamer. 

Goldwyn is tieing in with the National Safety Council campaign. 
28-line one-column ads are being placed in New York dailies with the 
warning, “Don’t Be a Mitty! A Drive Too Fast May Be Your Last.” 
Some 15 plugs a day, each of three seconds’ duration, are being used on 
WQXR, N. Y., as well as dream song contests on disk jockey programs, 


Currently 
Series of 





was reported as having disposed of 


his entire story properties to Mark Hellinger Productions, is now in 
Cuba working on a new tome, according to his attorney, Maurice Speiser, 
Hellinger bought some of his stories but not all of the writer’s scripts. 


on his current writing chore for the 


past five years, doesn’t expect to wind up the yarn for at least another 
eight or 10 months, Speiser said. Hellinger deal, incidentally, originally 
calls for the novelist to have a participation interest in Hellinger Pro- 
ductions where his stories are utilized. 





Margaret Mitchell, author of “Gone With the Wind,” issued a state- 
ment to correct erroneous stories that have flooded her mail since the 


said in part: “I have never been in 
I have my same husband and 





Paramount's Mort Nathanson, doing a special ballyhoo job on Cecil 
B. DeMille’s “Unconquered,” solicited Henry Mencken for a stunt. 
Baltimore sage wanted to know whether Nathanson was the same p.a. 
who staged a somewhat memorable party in Maryland when “Life With 
Father” played there in '39, but otherwise exclaimed, “I haven't seen a 
picture since ‘Birth of a Nation’ and never intend to see another, and 
furthermore, I want yeu never to call me again.” Nonetheless, Nathanson 
felt paid off by just the recollection of the “LWF” party. 


The 





Unusual support for RKO’s “Crossfire” is being given by the Anti- 
Defamation league in Chicago, which has launched full-fledged campaign 
to enlist large audiences for the picture. 
organization has endersed any film. 
to provide private screenings for clergymen, newspapermen, teachers, vets 


This is the first time that 
League is asking the local lodges 











——— 
| said: “I feel this can be settled on 
a local level and that our people 
| who work in studios can get along 
if they'll keep strikebreakers out.” 
He asked that all unions return to 
| the “status quo” existing prior to 
| the 1945 arbitration directive that 
| provoked the strike. 


Msgr. O'Dwyer asked if the strik- 
ers would return under conditions 
prevailing Aug. 1. Sorrell said the 
conflict between the carpenters and 
| the IATSE would have to be settled 
, or else there would nothing for his 
| People to go back to. Also attending 
, the parley were Joseph V. Cam- 
biano,- international representative of 
| the carpenters union, and Pat Casey, 
recently retired labor negotiator for 
| the majors, who participated as a 
, Special rep for the Archbishop. 
_Casey told negotiators they were 
| Shadowboxing. 

Msgr. O'Dwyer summed it up by 
Stating, “we haven't arrived at any 
conclusion. Maybe we can assemble 
again some day.” Casey pointed out 
_ that production was lower now than 
it had been in years. Actually, he 
| pointed out, there isn’t enough work 
for either group, and unless British 
Situation changed, nothing would 
happen. Casey bet Brewer that “75‘% 
of your people are out of work 
now.” Brewer didn’t object strongly 
to the statement although he said it 
wasn't that much, 
































over that wild 
love team tn 


apvesT 


with the biggest Paramount opening 
since “Blue Skies.” And that ain't hay! 


ALAN DOROTHY 
Paramount's LA DD é LA M 0) U R 
“Fabulous Five’ — ROBERT LLOYD 


Merwe = PRESTON - NOLAN 


Perils of Pauline, 
Desert Fury 
and Variety Girl 
become: 


Paramount’s 
“Sensational 2 


Six” DICK ERDMAN . ALLEN JENKINS 
Proguded by ROBERT FELLOWS + irectes oy TAY GARNETT 


Screen Play by John Monks, Jr 


KEEP AMERICA 
UNCONQUERED 
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Du Pont Decision Creates Optimism 


Continued from page 4 


For the 5 Majors’ Non-Divorcement ==: ">=: mo 


producers who've lensed films in 





Chances of the five theatre-own- 
ing majors to beat the Government's 
divestiture plea in the main anti- 
trust suit have taken a terrific lift 
from a recent decision of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, legalites for the 
companies currently believe. Opin- 
ion of the high court handed down 
in the Government prosecution of 
the E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. 
and the National Lead Co. is now 
making the legal rounds. It’s ex- 
pected to shape big in briefs being 


prepped by the Big Five for the 
nine judges’ attention. 
The unanimous Supreme Court 


decision, rendered at the summer’s 
start, reversed a lower bench ruling 
and refused to divest du Pont or 
National of their plants which the 
Dept. of Justice urged. Legalites 
contend that the cases are parallel 
witih the D. of J.’s attempt to lop off 
their theatres. Hence the feeling 
thet it’s a turn in the legal road. 





On the divestiture point, high 
court said: “There is no finding of 
fact, and apparently no evidence, 
showing that the respective titanium . 
plants of National Lead or du Pont | 
were acquired in violation of law, 
that they ever were separately 
owned:or operated, or that they are 
adapted to such operation. Presum- 
ably, the requested’ divestiture 
would be for the purpose of provid- 
ing four instead of two independent 
major competing plants. However, 
there is no showing whether or not 
the two licensees, may not be able 
to develop, under the decree, even 
more substantial competition against 
National Lead and du Pont than 
would new concerns operating the 
divested plants. No comparable 
precedents have been presented. 
of divestiture 
provide examples of the restoration 
of pre-existing separate status to 
companies or properties which have 
been unlawfully combined rather 
than fission of units which never 
have been separated.” 

Last sentence of quote is figured 
as a prime break for the Big Five 
since it, along with other statements 
in the opinion, stress that acquisi- 
tion of properties must have been 
with an _ intention of fixing a 
monopoly. Big Five are expected 
to hammer away at the point that 
the distribs acquired their houses to 
protect their picture investments. If 
that contention § stands,  legalites 
think divestiture issue will be in the 
bag for the majors. 


Paramount, for example, has often 
plugged the argument that Adolph 
Zukor acquired and built houses be- 
cause exhibs were ganging up on him 
in the '20s to force down rentals. 
Warner Bros.’ buy of Stanley circuit 
was for same reason, defense has al- 
ways been. Showcases were acquired 
by other outfits to insure playing 


time and revenues. 


That’s all in the record and the 
majors are now planning to contend 
they fall neatly in the divestiture 


nix applied to the du Pont case. 





Exhibs Conspire 


Continued from page 5 


the product of some top-flight indie 
producers, which has recently been 
turned down by this circuit because 
the price asked by the indie produc- 


ers was considered too high. 


Interesting angle of the entire 
situation is the fact that the major 


Stalled Till ’48 


Delay by the clerk of the U. S. 
Supreme Court in completing the 
printing of the record in the 
Government anti-trust suit def- 
initely indicates that the case 
won't be heard by the court un- 
til after the first of the year, 
company attorneys say. Orig- 
inally, legalites believed the 
court would order argument on 
the appeal from the three-judge 
statutory court simultaneously 
with the Griffith and Schine cir- 
cuits’ appeals. 

Griffith and Schine actions are 
slated for October or November 
hearing. So far as the main 
equity action is concerned, how- 
ever, attorneys can’t even prep 
their briefs until] the records are 
in hand. Time lapse would pre- 
vent an early hearing. 





N. Y. to date. Industry is reported 


to have welcomed the peace agree- 
ment with the unions as “substantial 
progress” in the problems but to 
have complained anew about the 
permit regulations. 


Maguire will also ask the indus- 
try reps to work out some outline 
of advice, which is to be forwarded 
to Coast producers interested in do- 
| ing work in N. Y. Outline will 
| stress the fact that producers must 
| give the city department heads suf- 
| ficient time to clear all shooting 
|locales and that it’s impossible for 
|a producer to come into the city on 
la weekend and expect to begin 
| shooting at the start of the follow- 
ing week. 

In a statement issued in conjunc- 
tion with announcement of the labor 
peace treaty last week, Maguire em- 





i phasized that a “greater portion of 4 


| the motion picture production busi- 
/ness belongs in New York City” and 
admitted the necessity for “stream- 








‘Duel’ Winner 
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lining laws, rules and regulations.” 
Unions, “whose members for more 
'than 20 years have done all of the 
|work required in motion picture 
| production,” he said, “have signed 


1 age ; : 
film will be sent into regular release, | here an agreement which constitutes 





at which time it is counted on to do 
normal “big pictures’ business, or 
better than $4,000,000. That will give | 
it total domestic income of almost | 
$12,000,000. 


Costs 


On the cost side is the $5,250,000 
negative. Well over $2,000,000 has 


final playoffs, probably $2,750,000 
will have been spent. The long Tech- 
nicolor prints cost about $325,000. 


000 before distribution is counted in. 


What percentage of gross must be 
@llowed for distribution cost is large- 
ly enigmatic. Selznickites are being 
extremely close-mouthed on the sub- 
ject. As a matter of fact, it will be 
pretty difficult to tell until distribu- 
tion is completed. The larger the 
gross, the lower the proportionate 
cost of DOS setting up his own Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization to han- 
dle the film. SRO has been working 
on a rather economical scale so far, 
but whether later dates will pour in 
so easily as the early ones and re- 
quire so little attention of the sales 
force is problematical. Based on 
costs of other companies, a rough 
estimate of the total selling cost by 
the time distribution is completed 
might be around 20%. That would 
mean about $2,400,000. 

Adding that to the other charges 
of $8,325,000, total cost figures up to 
$10,725,000. Balanced off against the 
income of almost $12,000,000, profit of 
about a million is evidenced. 


On the foreign side, best income 
that could be anticipated would be 
about $4,000,000, with expenditures 
for making versions, prints, adver- 
tising and distribution running to 
about $1,500,000. If the present Brit- 
ish embargo sticks and some of the 
other threats to the foreign market 
materialize, total income from 
abroad could easily be chopped to 
$1,500,000, against which there would 
be charged of about $650,000. 


Another Kaimann Tangle 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 
Suit of Hyde Park Amusement Co., 








which operates the circuit house| headed by Clarence H. Kaimann, 
sells its own product via competi-|owner of a chain of indie nabes in 


tive bidding 


in similar situations. 
Whether the circuit district chief 


North St. Louis, to obtain title to a 


was working under orders of his|¥i/ding occupied by the Bremen 


homeoffice in making the offer to 
his indie competition isn’t known. 


It’s believed probable, however 


theatre was dismissed last week by 


Circuit Judge Robert L. Aronson. 
.|Kaimann testified that Mrs. Mar- 


that he had consulted with his | guerite Kaimann, as v.p. and a stock- 


bosses. 


bill operation. 





Supply Dealers’ Meet 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


Upwards of 500 dealers from all 
parts of the country are expected 
here Sept. 25-29 for the joint annual 
convention of the Theatre Equip- 
and Supply Manufacturers 
the Theatre Equipment 
Sessions 
will be at the Shoreham hotel with 


ment 
Assn. and 
Dealers’ Protective Assn. 


many exhibitors, 


and place orders. 


Indie exhib accepted the 
offer, since he'll still have plenty 
of product available for his single- 


holder of the Hyde Park organiza- 
tion, acted for the firm in making 
the sales agreement under which 


000 from Mrs. Adele Mogler, widow 
of Fred Mogler, former owner of the 
Bremen and whose murder a decade 
ago has never been solved. 


Judge Aronson said the Hyde Park 
firm had failed to substantiate its 
claim and an announcement was 
made that an appeal will be taken 
Mrs. Kaimann’'s husband, William J. 
Kaimann, died on Jan. 27, 1944, from 
a self-inflicted bullet wound after 
shooting and seriously wounding his 





projectionists, | brother, Clarence, as the outgrowth 
architects and others slated to attend | of a business deal. 


Mrs. Kaimann 


testified that her brother-in-law in- | 





already been spent on advertising, | ©Y&™ 


an outstanding contribution to 
stabilization in that imdustry and 
also to the efforts of the city to bring 
a greater portion of the industry 
ere. Under the agreement, peace 
and order are guaranteed in New 
York City for five years.” 

Despite the peace treaty, how- 
reports from Hollywood last 


which means that by the time of the | week indicated that it would have 


little effect on the Coast labor sit- 
uation or that it would cause any 
substantial shift in production to 


That means total charges of $8,325,-|N. ¥. General consensus was that 


|no studio had sufficient money at 
| hand to move its facilities to N. Y. 
in order to escape the jurisdictional 
dispute which has tied up Hollywood 
production for the last 11 months. 


UA-‘Henry’ 


—__am Continued from page 5 e 


ready in the till is slightly over 
$800,000, on the basis of his basic 
2742% distribution deal with UA. 
That’s undoubtedly more than he 
has received from any other picture 
in this country with the possible ex- 
ception of “Caesar and Cleopatra,” 
which UA also distributed. 

Boxoffice receipts have 
about $2,800,000. This summer's 
dates were played in New England, 
New York, California, Colorado and 
Virginia. Now being set up are re- 
peat engagements in cities where the 
film has already played, although 
with only 15 to 18 prints working 
many other towns remain to be 
booked. Repeats include New York, 
where “Henry” will go into the Lit- 
tle’ Carnegie, after having run 47 
weeks at the City Centre and John 
Golden, Return date scale is $1.80 
top as against $2.40 originally. 

“Henry V,” incidentally, is begin- 
ning to get competition from “Henry 
VIII.” Film Classics in sending the 
latter into reissue. By coincidence, 
it was also originally distributed by 
UA. Made in 1933, it stars Charles 
Laughton. 






































‘ 
Abandon “Henry” Fight 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Assured that the St. Paul Mu- 
| hicipal Auditorium will not book 
| Pictures generally and satisfied that 
jin the present instance there is 
| “some justification” for the booking, 
;North Central Allied has decided to 
abandon an announced fight to halt 
oy roadshow engagement of “Henry 
The original intention was to 
protest the engagement to the St. 





the building was purchased for $50,-7 Paul city council and if the booking 


was not cancelled to banner the 
Auditorium as “unfair” to regular 
‘exhibitors, the complaint being that 
a city-owned building should not be 
| used in competition with taxpayers’ 
theatres. 


Booking of “Henry V,” however, 
| Was justified to the independent ex- 
|hibitors on the grounds that it is a 
‘New York Theatre Guild-sponsored 
roadshow and that the Auditorium, 
{playing touring legitimate attrac- 
, tions, including those of the Guild, 
| was the proper spot to house it. 





Theatre video reportedly will be | tended to purchase the building for | were mollified by the promise that 
one of the equipment features this himself and not for the benefit of the Auditorium would not book pic- 


year. 





, the Hyde Park organization, 


jtures generally, 


totalled | 


—— 


Curtailment of Luxury Film Ads 
Will Hit Nat'l Mag Budgets the Most 





. 

New ‘Roadshow’ Meaning 

Roadshow engagement, which 
to the film industry formerly 
meant the playing of a picture 
on a reserved ‘seat, two-a-day 
policy, has taken on a different 
definition during the last several 
months. Two-a-days seem to 
have become a thing of the past, 
with “roadshow” now defined as 
simply the playing of a film at 
upped admission prices but on a 
straight grind policy. : 

Change in definition is prob- 
ably a result of the raft of pic- 
tures that have been released 
under the latter method during 
the last several months. David 
O. Selznick, with “Duel in the 
Sun,” and ‘Samuel Goldwyn, 
with “Best Years of Our Lives,” 
started the new trend, which has 
been picked up by almost every 
one of the majors for at least 
one or two pictures this year. 














| Clearances 








Continued from page 5 


| long as eight weeks and that a cut 
|to four weeks in such spots would 
not hit the first-runs. At the same 
time, the move would hypo grosses 
for houses following the de-luxers. 
It’s urgent, also, to devise ways of 
speeding liquidity of pix and a step- 
up on clearances would be the an- 
swer, Scully is expected to assert. 
Companies can’t continue sinking 
heavy coin now invested in product 
unless the domestic market returns 
the cash a lot faster than heretofore. 


U also figures it'll get more of an 
impact from its exploitation and ad- 
vertising campaigns if the speedup 
goes through. Fastez playoffs, it’s 
said, permits a pic to maintain its 
news value. Original penetration 
fanfare at preems would pay off a 
lot better if the subsequent runs 
booked the pix earlier. 


U’s move may stir up considerable 
opposition from first-runs naturally 
loath to cut their clearance. “Any 
action to revamb the industry’s way 
of doing business is bound to raise 
opposition,” one U exec said. “But 





we think they'll see it our way if 
they study present conditions.” 












Presshooks 


——a==as continued from page 5 





in registering an impression on the 
exhibitor as to the quality of the pic- 
ture. But with -trade screenings, 
that’s not so and it’s time we recog- 
nized that fact. Printer’s ink doesn’t 
mean a thing—it’s the picture itself.” 

Number of stunts and advertising 


books will be sliced to two or three, 
Bergman said. Entire h.o. exploita- 
tion staff will be authors of the pub- 
licity and exploitation campaigns 
outlined in the books, he added, and 
the stunts selected will be those ac- 
tually used by U's men in national 
buildups of pix. Pressbooks will 
brief exhibs on local application of 
national campaigns. 

In “The Senator Is Indiscreet,” for 
instance, national drive has already 
been mapped and it'll be used in the 
pressbooks, Another innovation will 
be breakdown of ad campaigns so 
that different selling programs will 
be outlined for keys and smaller 
cities following them. 





Kaufman Vice Dailey 


: Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
John L. (Les) Katifman appointed 
| director of studio publicity at Uni- 
versal-International to succeed Pete 
Dailey, resigned. 

For the last year Kaufman has 
been director of promotion and radio 
activity on the same lot. 





U's Streamlined Story Dept. 


With departure of James Poling 
as Universal-International’s eastern 
| story editor, department is being left 
'in the hands of two femmes. They 
are Catherine Blankenship, who 
headed the readers, and May Neglia, 








+ In line with economy moves in al] 


departments, major distributors wil} 
curtail advertising and exploitation 
expenditures on most forthcoming 
releases. The reductions will be ef. 
fected, in general, by cutting “lux. 
ury” advertising, including national 
publications and various kinds of 
stunt advertising and promotion. 

According to admen, luxury ad. 
vertising is any kind that has an 
indirect sales effect, in contrast to 
on-the-spot lineage in local news- 
papers for current pictures. Thus, a 
spread in a national magazine might 
be read months before that particu- 
lar picture was released in a certain 
community, so the ad would have no 
immediate or direct sales result. 
Presumably it would ultimately re- 
inforce the on-the-spot ad for the 
picture in that community, but such 
secondary effect is impossible to 
measure and, in any case, is inevit- 
ably a supplementary effort. As the 
ad executive of one major company 
expressed it, “Luxury advertising is 
fine if you can afford it, but with 
shrinking budgets it’s the first item 
cut.” 

Despite reports of falling circula- 
tion among the picture fan mags, 
film ad execs deny any intention of 
singling out such publications for 
particular advertising reductions, 
It’s said that all national advertising, 
including general circulation as well] 
as fan mags and particularly siunts, 
will be trimmed. Space in local 
dailies, to plug current releases in 
those communities, will probably be 
continued at about the usual volume, 
it’s predicted, 

In some cases, the reduced ad 
budgets will not apply to current re- 
leases, since advertising appropria- 
tions for them have been set for 
some time. But future releases, on 
which the advertising and exploita- 
tion campaigns have not been 
mapped, will generally feel the 
pinch. However, major releases will 
probably not come in for as much 
advertising curtailment as the sec- 
andary pictures will. 

For instance, according to Paul N. 
Lazarus, Jr., of United Artists, the 
advertising budget for “Arch of Tri- 
umph” is $1,000,000, against an an- 
ticipated gross revenue of $15,000,000 
on the picture. The $1,000,000 out- 
lay will cover not only on-the-spot 
ads in local dailies, but all sorts of 
national publications, _ billboards, 
radio and novelty or stunt adver- 
tising. 








However, the percentage of ad- 
vertising expenditure in proportion 
to anticipated gross revenue varies 
according to the type of picture and 
various other intangibles. For ex- 
ample, UA is taking its time about 
releasing “Henry V” and, as the 
film is figured to have more appeal 
in major population centers than 
throughout the country, there will 
be relatively more money spent for 
on-the-spot ads in ‘the dailies and 


campaigns generally outlined in the | less for space in national publica- 


| tions. 





a secretary. 
Gals will carry on servicing of the 


the full department. 









Briefs From Lots 


——— Continued from page 5 





with Sam Engel producing and 
Henry King directing...H. C. Potter 
will direct “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House” at RKO...Elaine 
Riley femme lead with William 
Boyd in “Strange Gamble,” last of 
the 1947-48 Hopalong Cassidy series 
...Metro starts its new Lassie pic- 
ture, “Hills of Home,” Sept. 15 on 
location at Sonora Pass. 

Frankie Hyers will make his film 
bow in “A Palooka Named Joe” at 
Monogram...Metro sending camera 
unit to Italy and Austria to lens 
backgrounds for “Vespers in 


Vienna,” which Carey Wilson will - 


produce, starting late in October... 
Charles Winninger and Gene Lock- 
hart drew key roles in “End of the 
Rainbow” at  Republic...Charles 
Bennett will report in London Jan. 
1 to direct his first picture for Two 
Cities Productions...Frances Good- 
rich and Albert Hackett turned in 


|the screenplay for “Easter Parade” 
iat Metro. 





GOLDWYN’S P.A. LETOUTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Two members of the Samuei Gold- 
wyn publicity department were !et 
cut and one moved to New York !1 
a weekend economy shakeup. 
Hoilywood foreign flackery folded, 


The independent exhibitors also Studio, but there will be no effort,| moving topper Dan Russell to the 

pes course, to cover the whole story N. Y. sales office. Planter Len Simp- 
and play market, as was done by|son and foreign flack Eve Orabuen 
were laid off. 
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Postwar Auto Travel Booms More 
Drive-Ins; Other Briefs from Keys 


The postwar boom on auto travel- 
jng is currently zooming construc- 
tion of theatre drive-ins at an _ un- 
paralleled pace. Process is getting 
a shot-in-the-arm from the Federal 
maintenance of restrictions on the 
building of orthodox flickeries. Op- 


erators have also been turning in- | 


creasingly to the open-airs in view 
of the prohibitively high 


building materials for roofed-in 
theatres. 
Dozen drive-ins in New Jersey 


eslone are now being constructed, 
checkup of that state discloses. Habit 
has also spread widely to the mid 
and southwest where reports of 
building activities are coming in by 
the bair hes. Number cf exhibs are 
incorporating novel services such as 
special] attentions for the kiddies to 
hypo attendance at the new drive- 
ins. 
First Kansas Drive-In 
Kansas City. 

Drive-In theatre on the Kansas 
side opened last week, the first of 
its kind in eastern Kansas. Despite 
a capacity of 1,100 cars, an estimated 
500 cars were turned away opening 
night. Theatre includes a 50x60-ft. 
screen on an 85-ft. steel framework, 
speaker for each car, playground for 
children, bottle warming service for 
babies. It is located on a 10-acre 
tract directly west of Kansas City, 

ans, 

Theatre is first of several to be 
built in the state by the newly 
formed Kansas Drive-In Theatres, 
Inc. Rube Finkelstein, Kansas City, 
Mo., exhibitor, H. Barth Arends, 
Kansas City, Kans., and Sam Weiss, 
New York, are named as some of the 
incorporators. Finkelstein operates 
the Belmont, Byam and Paseo thea- 
tres, all subsequents, on the Missouri 
side. Harry Stone is manager of the 
theatre. 





Deluxe Texas Drive-In 


the Oska, a 225-seater, Oskaloosa, 
Kans., recently purchased from Ver- 
non D, Gelabert. 

The new MaTague, at Denison, Ia., 
will open Oct. 1. It will be opposish 


to the Ritz, an 800-seater in the same | 


town. 

W. A. Solterman, 
Ralph H. Welsh, Wood River, Mo., 
| have formed a partnership and will 


Alton, Ill., and 





cost of | build a_new $60,000 film house in | tg give Rank the permission to make 


| Alton. It will’ be tagged the Milton. 
Mike Horne, Gillespie, Ill., has re- 
| ceived the green light to build a 
| new. $45,000 house in Bethalto, II. 

| Milton Paul has sold his Eddy, a 
180-seater, Eddyville, Ill., to Earl D. 
McConkey, Ottumwas,' Ia. 

| A combo policy of roller skating 
|and pictures has been fixed for the 
| Winthrop, Winthrop, Ia., recently 
| sold by W. T. Reinhold to Steve Og- 
| burn and Patrick Reilly, formerly 
of Los Angeles. Skating will pre- 
vail two nights and the films the 
balance of the week. 





Roberts Aide to Levy 
Minneapolis. 

Glen Roberts at 20th-Fox pro- 
moted from booker to assigtant to | 
M. A. Levy, district manager, suc- 
ceeding Irving Mills, who resigned 
to join the Republic sales staff. 

Jerry Weisfeldt transferred by 
the same company from Panama 
representative to local office man- 


|given Rathvon the choice of two 





Rathvon Buyout 


-— Continued from page 3 


‘to go along on the deal as long as 
| Rank was in it. Semenenko is v.p. 
|of the First National Bank of Boston, 
which was said ready to put up 
‘about 40% of the funds needed to 
‘swing the deal. Fox is executive 
v.p. of Universal, which also has 
‘close ties with Rank via reciprocal 
distribution deals. It is reported that 
he was to be chairman of the board 
| of RKO had the deal gone through. 
'Refusal of the British government 








| the 


} 


necessary dollar expenditures 
|for the RKO purchase is said to 
|have been the stumbling block on 
| which it fell. 
| Fox Says U-Rank Nixed Bid 
! Fox, queried on the setup in New 
York last week, strongly denied that 
ihe or any of the other Rank asso- 
\ciates mentioned in the syndicate had 
|made any proffers or entered into 
‘negotiations with Rathvon. He said 
‘rather that Rathvon had come to 
them, offering them the opportunity 
to get into the syndicate, and the 
deal was turned down. 
It’s understood that Odlum has 
possible deals. One is for stock 
amounting to a 12% ownership of 
RKO at $9,000,000 and the other is 
for an 18% ownership at $13,000,000. 
If Rathvon took the lesser amount, 
Odlum presumably would retain the 





ager. He replaces Luke Steger, re- 
turned to home office. 





Feteing Col. Frudenfeld 

Cleveland Variety Club's testi- 
monial Friday (5) to Col. Arthur 
Frudenfeld, district supervisor of 
RKO theatres in the Ohio area, in 
honor of his retirement after many 
years with RKO. Dinner at the 
Netherland-Plaza hotel, Maurice 
White exec chairman. 





Fights Ft. Wayne Emboyd Name 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Harrison theatre and Realty Corp., 
operator of the Emboyd theatre, 


Port Arthur, Texas. | Fort Wayne, has filed an injunction 


Underwood & Ezell’s latest drive- 
in theatre, The Surf, has been 
opened here. Duo also operate 
drive-in theatres at Houston, Dallas; 
Fort Worth, Waco, San Antonio and 
Pharr. The Surf has_ individual 
speakers for each car and special 
lighting which facilitates entry and 
exit. There is available seating for 
those who live in the vicinity of the 
theatre and a special section for 
kids where various types of toys are 
available to keep them out of mis- 
chief, There is also a bottle warm- 
ing service for mothers who desire 
it. A concession bar rounds out the 
ultramodern setup. 

House will change bills four times 
a week and have single bills every 
night except Thursday. 


suit against the Emboyd Theatre 
Corp., an Illinois firm, to prevent it 
from using the name “Emboyd” in 
its theatre and amusement activities 
here. 





FWC’s New Fresno Deluxer 
Fresno, Cal., Sept. 2. 

New $500,000 film house will be 
built here by Fox-West Coast to re- 
place the Fox State, on which it re- 
cently lost the lease to Robert L. 
Lippert. Theatre will be a_ 1,200- 
seater of the stadium type, known 
as the Crest. 

Fox State has been operated by 
FWC for years, but its lease expires 
Jan. 1. New house will be erected 
on a downtown corner site recently 
purchased for $156,000. 





‘Public Service’ Drive-In 
Minneapolis. 

Henrietta, Minn., near here, has 
‘its own novel drive-in theatre set- 
up. Residents of the small town 
drive their ears on an empty lot and 
the screen is hoisted on the side of 
a garage. 

Business firms contribute, so 
there’s no admission charge. It’s a 
sort of public service idea and peo- 
ple from as many as a half-dozen 
surrounding towns are attracted. 





New Texas Drive-In 
z Longview, Texas. 


The_ Colonial drive-in has been! . ‘ 
opened by William Morrow on the | his recent resignation. 
road between Longview and Glade- | @'S Cincinnati 


water. Capacity is 750 cars. 





St. Leuis Activity 
St. Louis. 

The drive-in theatre cgnstructed 
for the Flexer Theatres, Inc., Mem- 
pe Tenn., near Sappington, Mo., 

ights Sept. 15. 

Out-of-town exhibs on local buy- 
ing trips include Elvin H. Wiecka, 
Staunton, Ill.; C. Spaulding, Taylor- 
ville, Ill.; Russell Armentrout, 
Louisiana, Mo.; Joe Goldfarb, Upper 
Alton, Ill.; Joe Katz, Benld, Il.; Wil- 
liam Griffin, chief booker for the 
J. W. Rodgers Circuit, Cairo, IL; 
Bernie Palmer, Columbia Amuse- 
ment Co., Paducah, Ky.; Tommy 
Bloomer, Belleville; Charles Beni- 
nati, Carlyle, Ill.: Charles Wells, 
Sparta, [ll.; Forrest Pirtle, Jersey- 
ville, I1l.; Lee Horton, Sullivan, I1.: 
Herman Ferguson, Malden, Mo., and 
Mrs. William Collins, DeSoto, Mo. 

Plans have been drawn for a new 
RKO house in Marshalltown, Ia. 
will be a_ 1,000-seater. 
make the sixth theatre for the town. 

The Fox - Midwest Amusement 
Corp. will take bids for a new house 
in Raytown, Mo. 

Kerasotes Bros. have earmarked 
$75,000 for a face-lighting job on 
their Strand, a 700-seater, Spring- 
field. Ill. 

The Colonial, a 200-seater, Athens, 
il, has been relighted by W. J. 


Rodell after being shuttered during the northwest, report enlargement of | 


a face-lifting job. 


Marvin Banks, son of Sol Banks, , Southern Idaho and Utah. This adds | ‘0 make convertible into dollars the 
owner of a number of theatres in| 167 theatres in Montana, 135 in Utah CIM Of third countries. 
Missouri and Kansas, is following in , and 45 in Idaho to the membership. |POrts from Argentina are that the 

his father’s footsteps. 


Last week he 
took over the active management of 





Ev Nestell to Switzer Bros. — 
Ev Nestell named eastern district 
manager for Switzer Bros., manu- 
facturers of black light equipment 


before the war, Nestell managed ex- 


sound systems. 





M-G Adds Pitt te Watson’s Setup 
Pittsburgh. 





tory, replacin 


Watson cov- 
area besides Pitts- 
i 

Lloyd Rogers acquired the Welch, 
W. Va., theatre from T. V. Field and 
is closing the house temporarily. 
| Rogers also _ elraga the Pocahontas 
‘and Temple there. 

Lou Hanna, of the Acme and 
Frankling exchanges here, named 
‘booker for the Brockway, Pa., the- 
atre run by Joe and Charlie Kesco. 

Allan Treuhaft joined the Eagle- 
Lion-PRC sales department. He's 
been booker for theatres in 
Cleveland. 

Jack Tucker, temporarily filling 
|in here at his old RKO exploitation 





| post, is shuttling between Pittsburgh | 


and Ogdensburg, N. Y., where his 
| wife recently underwent a serious 
| operation. 





Elmer DeWitt Upped in Ohio 
Toledo. 
Elmer N. DeWitt, assistant man- 
ager of Bryan and Temple theatres 





It | at Bryan, O., for several years, made was taken with the British threats 
This will Manager of Valentine and Strand | which materialized 


|in Defiance, O 


; —_———— 


PCCITO Expands 
Seattle. 
Back from attending the regional 
meet of the PCCITO (Pacific Coast 
| Conference Independent Theatre 
| Owners) at Salt Lake City. trustees 
| Le Roy Johnson and L. O. Lukan, 
the two members on the board from 





the association to include Montana. 


| Next trustees meeting. will be in 
| Portland. 


and fluorescent paints. For 15 years 


port sales for several manufacturers 
of electronic equipment and picture 


J. E. (Waddy) Watson named to UP nicely, the entire year is running 
Metro exploitation post in this terri- | ahead of 1946 by almost $10,000,000. 
Charlie Baron, who | 


‘had the job about 10 years prior to | was a bad month for niteries, whose 


| Other 6%, as he is desirous of reduc- 
|ing the RKO holdings in the Atlas 
| portfolio, although not necessarily 
| divesting of them completely. 
| One of the things that has made it 
difficult for Rathvon to line up back- 
ers is the fact that buying up even 
the 18% interest in RKO would still 
leave control tenuous. That’s plenty 
now to give Atlas control, but 
nevertheless, should someone start a 
' strong fight for proxies, it’s conceiv- 
able that the management could be 
overturned. On the basis of the 
j}above figures, total value of RKO 
| would be something over $70,000,000. 
|It also has a considerable debt, 
| which would place its book value at 
| well over $100,000,000. 














| June Taxes 


mall 
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| the boxoffice on such things as base- 
ball and other sports, plus other out- 
door and indoor recreations besides 
pictures. However, between 70 and 
|80% of the total is figured to come 
|from film houses. 

The 3d New York District (all of 
Manhattan above 23d St. which 
takes in the hot Broadway sector) 
paid $7,345,048 in taxes on June biz, 
contrasted with $3,956,629 for May. 
| However, this is misleading and does 
not include only business done in 
that area. Fact is that companies 
which have their main offices in 
Manhattan but their theatres else- 
where frequenty make payment for 
an entire circuit out of the main 
office,.so that the 3d District of N.Y. 
can get credit for biz done in Cali- 
fornia or South Dakota. 

With the June admissions holding 








In addition to the above, June 


| figures are now reported separately 
| by the Revenue Bureau. Nationwide, 
| the 20% bite on nitery tabs in June 
/amounted to only $5.153.242 a million 
‘under the $6,130,571 for the same 
|month in 1946. This continues to 
support the wails of the bistro and 
, tavern keepers who have been com- 
'plaining that business has been 
/murder all this year. 


} 
| 


|| Aussie 30% Cut 


' 
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‘it was said, would lead other na- 
tions to follow the British example. | 

All the British Empire countries, 
including Canada, have on their 
agendas discussion of some form of 
| dollar saving. The American indus- 
| try knows it and is attempting to 
| head it off with stronger action than 





\¥ in the present 
75% tax. 
Argentine a Bright Ray 

Outside the Empire countries, the 
situation brightened in Argentina. 
It was reported last week that an 
| embargo had been placed by tne Ar- 
|gentine government on American 
| films because of the recent revision 
|of the U. S.-British loan agreement 
providing that England didn’t have 


Latest re- 


embargo applied to certain other 


Brazen Clocking of B'way House 


Harry Goldstein, manager of Brandts’ Broadway houses, did a 


audacity rather than being mad. 


straight. 


late President. 


double-take last week when he came out of the Globe and found a 
Trans-Lux usher—in full uniform—standing next to the boxoffice 
with a counting machine in his hand, checking the house. 
ting over his initial shock, Goldstein found himself amused by the 


After get- 


He sauntered over to the kid and 


asked casually: “How are we doing?” Guy looked at the counter and 
at his watch and replied seriously: 
7144 minutes.” The clocking went on during the conversation. 

Goldstein, never cracking a grin, 
the guy standing at the boxoffice, but he feared that people might 
get the Globe mixed up with the Trans-Lux on account of the uniform. 
Goldstein asked if he’d mind changing into his street clothes and 
promised that when he came back he’d have a seat fixed up for 
him near the door so he could clock 
He left, assuring Goldstein he’d be right back. 

He turned out to be a novice who, when given instructions to check 
the Globe, had no idea he was supposed to be surreptitious about it. 
Trans-Lux was apparently clocking the house since it is playing 
“The Roosevelt Story,” a feature made up of newsreel clips of the 


“Pretty good, 18 people in the last 
then explained that he didn’t mind 


in comfort. Kid took it all 
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Grosses | 








WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 11) 
week, “Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d 
wk), big $19,000. 

Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)— 
“This Happy Breed” (2d wk). Sock 
$3,500 after big $4,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Fine $19,000 after smash 
$25,000 opening week. Holds again. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-74)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB) (2d run). Sluggish 


$7,000. Last week, “Gunfighters” 
(Col), big $11,000. 
Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 


“Variety Girl” (Par). So-so $21,000, 
but could have been worse, consider- 
ing beating it took from local crix. 
Last week, “Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue) (2d wk), $20,000. 


‘STRANGER’ HUGE 246 
IN DENVER; ‘WOLF’ 236 


Denver, Sept. 2. 
“Welcome Stranger” is packing 
the Denham this week, and may hit 
a new high. “Cry Wolf” is also 
strong at two houses. Labor Day 
parade brought folks downtown and 
helped most firstruns. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) and “Road 
to Hollywood” (Indie). After week 
at Denver, Webber. Thin $2,500. 
Last week, “Ivy” (U) and “Crimson 
Key” (20th) (m.e.), good $4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) * (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Welcome Stranger” (Par). Smash 
$24,000 and possible record. Holds. 
Last week, “Trouble With Women” 
(Par), fine $12,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)—"“Cry 
Wolf” (WB) and “Son of Rusty” 
(Col), day-date with Webber. Big 
$20,000. Last week, ‘“Dishonored 
Lady” (UA) and “Road to Holly- 
wood” (Indie), okay $14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 90-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Day-date with Paramount. Fair 
$2,500. Last week, big $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Fine $15,000. Last week, 
new record for non-holiday week, 
huge $25,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 90-$1.25) 
—“Life With Father” (WB) (2d wk). 





Also Esquire. Mildish $8,000. Last 
week, big $17,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 90-$1.20)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO), sixth week 


downtown. Good $9,000. Last week, 
“Brute Force” (U) and “Millerson 
Case” (Col), after week at Esquire, 
Paramount, fair $3,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 
“Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) and 
“Newshounds” (Mono). Neat $9,000. 
Last week, “The Web” (U), $8,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Cry 
Wolf” (WB) and “Son of Rusty” 
(Col), also Denver. Trim $3,000. 
Last week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) 
and “Road to Hollywood” (Indie), 
okay $2,500. 


OMAHA 


(Continued from page 11) 
“Seven Were Saved” (Par). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “Dear Ruth” 
(Par) (m.o.) and “Back Lash” (20th), 
strong $10,500. 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 


35-74 )— 





—“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
“Danger Street” (Par). Passable 
$12,000. Last week, “Copacabana” 


(UA) and “Joke Son” (EL), $10,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
65)—"Variety Girl” (Par). Big $14.- 
000. Last week, “Wild Harvest” 
(Par), $12,000. A 

State (Goldberg) (865: 15-50)— 
“Sioux City Sue” (Rep) and “Gas- 
house Kids West” (PRC) (1st runs). 
Okay $2,500. Last week, “Decoy” 
(Mono) and “Train to Memphis” 





jimports, but not films. 


(Rep), $3,000. 


44-80)— | 


L’VILLE SLOW ALBEIT 
‘VARIETY’ LUSH 186 


Louisville, Sept. 2. 

Town is still a little groggy from 
the protracted heat spell, and every- 
body who could knock off business 
or job and take a final long -week- 
end vacation over Labor Day, 
scrammed out of town. Rialto catch- 
ing big trade with “Variety Girl.” 
Strand looks to catch a high figure 
with “Happened on 5th Avenue.” 
Otherwise, biz is slowish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 40- 
60 )—"Desert Fury” (Par) and “Thun- 
derbolt” (Mono) (m.o.). Medium $3.- 
500. . Last week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) 
and “Jungle Flight” (Par) (4th 
downtown wk), neat $4,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘Fiesta” (M-G) and “Cheyenne” 
(WB). Fairish $3,000. Last’ week, 
“High Barbaree” (M-GY and “It’s 
Wonderful Life” (RKO), fine $3.400. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: 
40-60)—“‘Deep Valley” (WB). Fair 
$7,000. Last week, “Last of Redmen” 
(Col), good $8,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400: 40-60) 
—‘Ivy” (U) (2d wk). Slowed up 
considerably to $7,000, mild. Last 
week, sturdy $9,500. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 40-60)—‘Va- 
riety Girl” (Par). Excellent $18,000. 
Last week, “Desert Fury” (Par) and 
Thunderbolt” (Mono), alright $13,- 
000 and m.o. 

Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; 
40-60)—“Sis Hopkins” (Rep) (reis- 
sue), Nice $2,300. Last week, “Brew- 
os Millions” (UA) reissue), $2,- 


State (Loew’s) (3,300: 40-60)-~ 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Slowed up to a walk by hot 
weather, mild $13,000 after initial 
stanza’s solid $19,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 40-60)—“Hap- 
pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) and 
“The Guilty” (Mono). Bumper $7.- 
000. Last week, “Wyoming” (Rep) 
and Trespasser” (Rep), $5,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 13) 
week, “Living In Big Way” (M-G), 
nice $16,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Variety Girl” (Par). Smash $28.000. 
Last week, “Hit Parade 1947” (Rep), 
Satisfactory $15,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (7th 
wk). Great $13,000. Last week, big 
$15,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) 
55-85)—“Singapore” (U) 
Okay $10,000. Last 
$11,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 
207; 55-85)— “Carnegie Hall” (UA) 
(4th wk). Drab $8,500. Last week, 
steady $10,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: 60- 
85)—“Magic Bow” (U) (3rd wk). 
Mild $1,700 in 5 days. Last week, 
healthy $2,500. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (1,000: 55- 
85)—“Burning Cross” (SG). Nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Last of Red- 
men” (Col), good $9,500. 

Center (Lippert) (300; 90-1.20)— 
“Duel In Sun” (SRO) (3rd wk). 
Oke $5,500. Last week, oke $6,800. 

Guild -(Lippert) (400: 35-85)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(4th wk). Fine $6,500. Last week, 
strong $6,900. 

Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
“Children of Paradise’ (Indie) (5th 
wk). Mild $1,800. Last week. $1,900. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Pageant of Russia” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Good $1,600. Last week, $1,700. 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 60- 
85)—“‘Marked Woman” (WB) (re- 
issue) (m.o.). Forte $4,500 or near. 





(2.448; 
(3rd wk). 
week, fair 





Last week, “Red Stallion” (EL) (2d 
wk) (m.0.), pleasing $3,500. 
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its program less than 70 times per 
month, 

ASCAP claims that the average 
for the 16,000 U. S. houses is 80 per- 
formances monthly. Consequently, 
most theatres would receive a 15% 
slash on the base charge while a 
number would fall into the 30% 
bracket. 

“Most of the outcry is coming 
from operators of big first-run the- 
atres which are hit hardest by the 
boost and deservedly so,” an 
ASCAPer declared. “As a matter 
of fact, there are 9,000 houses in the 
U. S. that charge 25c or less for a 
performance,” he asserted. “Those 
. theatres are paying little more un- 
der the new rate.” 

Meanwhile, exhibs were already 
moving on a number 
battle the hiked rates. 
lied States, via its general counsel, 


Abram F. Myers, huddled with Dept. | 


of Justice officials in an effort to 
light a criminal anti-trust prosecu- 


tion under ASCAP.  Exhibs also 
snared a promise from N. Y. Con- 
gressman Emanuel Celler_ that 


ASCAP would be subjected to a 

full-stage investigation by the 

solons. 

Allied Would Appeal! to D. of J. 
Sounding off, Myers attacked the 

rate as “extortionate” and said he 

would appeal to the D of J. “An- 


other civil proceeding, long-drawn- 
out and ineffectual, will serve no 
good purpose,” he asserted. “We 


believe that ASCAP will abandon its 
mad course only when its officerg 
and members feel on the backs of 
their necks the hot breath of a 
United States Marshal armed with a 
warrant of arrest.” 

“Under copyright law as it now 
stands,” Myers added, “the cards are 
stacked in favor of ASCAP in any 
direct contest with the exhibitors. 

“Except for that, 
might all refuse to take out licenses 
at the new rates and force ASCAP 
to bring thousands of suits all over 
U.S. Without that statute ASCAP 
could recover, at most, only the 
reasonable value of the performing 


ASCAP Won’t Back Down 


Continued from page 4 





of fronts to) 
National Al- 


the exhibitors 











rights exercised by the theatre 
owners. 

“Despite Judge Nordbye’s recent 
decision in the Berger _ aases, 


ASCAP’s present outrageous action 
might well lead the courts to hold 
that the copyright owners did not 
come in with clean hands and thus 
deny them any recovery whatever. 
But under the copyright law, if the 
issue should go against the exhibi- 


tors, the copyright owners would 
sue for the minimum § statutory 
damages of $250, which provision, 


ASCAP claims applies to infringe- 
ment by exhibitors.” 
Allied biggie opined that refused of 


exhibs, en masse, to pay the license | 
risk to | 
incur and that to “call a cop” was | 


fees would be too great a 


the only satisfactory recourse. 








| pendent Artists, 








Newsreels 


Continued from page 3 











orders from top-drawer execs, have 
already prepped reports analyzing 
the effect of a cut to a weekly issue. 
It’s understood that Warners which 
only recently acquired the RKO 
Pathe reel is strongly opposing the 
move. Whether other company 
prexies sold on the idea can 
over Warners is problematical. 

Film biggies proposing the plan 
claim it will save considerable by 
way of a drastic slash in rawstock 
consumed. They argue that the rise 
in price of rawstock and _ inability 
of the reels to jack their rentals 
to meet cost boosts warrant a 50% 
lopving of issues. 

Opponents of the move, and prac- 
tically. all reel officials afe in that 


win 


camp, claim that revenues from the 
reels will drop proportionately to| 
the 50% cut in service. Moreover, 


it’s argued, contracts with exhibs | 
provide for two-per-week deliveries 
of issues. Reels couldn’t drop one 
of the issues, it’s 
ing those pacts. 





| Russell-Dudley Nichols 


Del Goodman New Coast 
Division Head for EL 


Appointment of its first division 
sales manager has been made by 
Eagle Lion with the upping of Del 
Goodman to the post of Coast chief. 


Goodman takes over immediately to 
head up a territory covering the 
Portland, Seattle, San Francisco, 
Salt Lake City, Denver and Kansas 
City exchanges. 

At the same time Sam Milner and 
Beverly Miller have been named dis- 
trict managers under Goodman. 
Milner will handle the Coast trio of 
exchanges and Miller the other 
three. 

Goodman formerly was Para- 
mount’s Coast district manager. 





Jerry Hoffman’s New Spot | 


{four months with major bone of con- 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Jerry Hoffman is new director of 
advertising and publicity for Inde- 
Inc., the Rosalind 
indie pro- 
ducing combo. 
Hoffman’s first chore will be to 


ballyhoo “The Velvet Touch,” which 


gets under way Sept. 29. He moves 
over tomorrow (Wed.) from _ Sol 
Lesser Productions, where he has 
been chief flack for three years. 


| last 
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N. Y. Indies Grant 306 a 15% Increase; 
Boothmen s 347% Demand vs. Deluxers 


Strike action of New York the- 
atre projectionists Local 306, which 
was scheduled to begin on Labo 
Day (1) against several major cir- 
cuits and Broadway houses was 
postponed by union heads following 


an emergency negotiations meeting 
Friday (29). Agreement 
reached at that time between cir- 
cuit and union negotiators to con- | 


tinue contract talks for several 
weeks longer in order to avert 
the drastic strike step. Talks 
ihave now been going on for about 


tention being the union’s wage hike 
and 5% welfare fund demands. ¢ 
Meanwhile, six-year contracts, 
with provisions for wage reopen- 
ing talks every two years, were 
signed by Local 306 with the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, Joelson, Studio, Trans-Lux, 
Randforce and Skouras circuits. Pact, 
which covers 400 men, gained an ini- 
tial 15°% wage increase. Union is 
currently negotiating with RKO, 





was | James J. Brennan, 
| parent 


| recently, 





Loew’s, Warner and Paramount in 
addition to the Roxy and Musie 
Hall theatres for a 34% wage in- 
crease, an additional week's vacation 
pay, time-and-a-half for Saturdays 
and double-time for Sundays. 

Local 306's deferment of sirike 
action was made on the advice of 
vice-prexy of the 
International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employees, who 


| was assigned by IATSE prexy Rich- 


ard F. Walsh to aid the local in its 
negotiations. In a similar situation 
Walsh’s intervention head- 
ed off a strike by film lab techrii- 
cians, Local 702, and gained wage in- 
creases averaging 25% 

Major Leslie R. Thompson, RKO’s 
labor relations consultant, is head- 
ing the circuits’ negotiating commit- 
tee with Herman Gelber, Local 306 
prez, labor’s spokesman. Gelber said 
if the circuits persisted in what he 
termed “their uncompromising atti- 
tude and stalling,” the boothmen 
would ultimately take to strike ac- 
tion. 























said, without violat- | | 
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EDMUND | GWENN « ZASU PITTS 


MOWARD LINDSAY & RUSSEL CROUSE 
Produced by ROBERT BUCKNER 


Music by Max Steiner 


THEATRE: BWAY at 5ist 


DOORS OPEN. 10:30 A.M 
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Humphrey BOGART ® Lauren BACALL 


in Warner Bros. New Hit 


“DARK PASSAGE" 
With 
Bruce Bennett, Agnes Moorhead, Tom D'Andrea 
Directed by Delmer Daves 
Produced by Jerry Wald 


In Person VICTOR LOMBARDO 
and His Orchestra 


With Borrah Mineviteh’s Harmonica Rascals 


Siarrieg JOHNNY PULEO 
BROADWAY WARNERS’ 
AT 47TH STREET sy T R A in| D 
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JUNE HAVER - MARK STEVENS 
"| WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW" 


A 26th Century-Fox Picture in. Fee hnicolor 
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SMITH and DALE 
JOE HOWARD 
Extra! MAURICE ROCCO 


| ROXY ith Ave & 


50th St. 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
Cary Myrna Shirley 
GRANT LOY TEMPLE 
‘The BACHELOR and the BOBBY-SOXER’ 
An RKO Radio Picture 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN presenis 7 


DANNY KAYE VIRGINIA MAYO! 


and the Goldwyn Girls in 
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An Opportunity For Exhibitors 


TO UNITE 


FOR PROTECTION 


OF EXHIBITOR INTERESTS against un- 
fair trade practices, unjust taxation, 
censorship, unreasonable government 
regulation and many other threats to 
exhibition as a free business enter- 
prise, and 


TO IMPROVE 


the public standing of the industry to 
its lasting benefit. 


The Directors of the AMERICAN 
THEATRES ASSOCIATION and the 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRE OWNERS 
OF AMERICA invite ALL exhibitors re- 
gardless of size or affiliation to attend 
a JOINT CONVENTION where a con- 
solidation of these two national organ- 
izations will be considered, and where 
vital industry problems will be studied. 


SEPTEMBER 19-20 


SHOREHAM HOTEL, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The Senet Life of Malin Miley | 


in TECHWICOLOR 
bs 


‘exe 










For reservations address: HARDIE MEAKIN ® RKO-Keith Theatre ® Washington, D. C. 
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FMA’s 


First Annual Get-Together To 


Push Sharp Plans for FM Expansion 





Washington, Sept. 2. 


Savvy FM’ers are counting on the 
NAB convention date of Sept. 15 in 
Atlantic City to swell attendance at 
their first annual convention, skedd- 
ed for two full days Sept. 12-13 at 
ihe Hotel Roosevelt in New York 
City. The infant FM Assn., less than 
a year old, is counting on at least 
400 FM enthusiasts to turn out for 
its sessions in Manhattan and then 
to catch the Sunday train for the 
shore. 

Not to be outdone by the plushier 
NAB meet, the FM boys have signed 








Dillard in Line 


Washington. Sept. 2. 


Everett Dillard, flywheel of 
the pioneer Continental FM net- 
work and owner of indie FM 
stations WASH. Washington and 
KOZY, Kansas City, Mo. has the 
inside track to become the next 
prexy of the FM Assn., accord- 
ing to word here. FMA prexy 
Roy Hofheinz could hdve the job 
a second year if he wanted it, 
it was reported, but is rumored 
ready to swing his support 
behind Dillard at the upcoming 
elections during the FMA con- 
vention in New York, Sept. 12-13. 
Dillard is now vice-prez of FMA. 
Other officers are Frank Gun- 
ther of Radio Engineering Labs, 
secretary, and Arthur Freed, 
prexy of Freed-Eiseman Corp., 
treasurer. Neither has indicated 
whether he will make a play to 
retain his post next year. 
Dillard has support of majority 
of FM contingent who point to 
his record as proof of his ability 
to continue promoting FM. 
Cece manna SAECO SAREE RI, 
up FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny, 
dr., to headline their get-together. 
Denny, having accepted the NAB in- 
vite, could not very well have 
turned down the bid from FMA. 

Agenda for the FM parleys is jam- 
packed and FMA hopes to make up 
in enthusiasm what it lacks in num- 
bers. Convention will feature an 
FM progress report by prexy Roy 
Hofheinz, KTHT and KTHT-FM, 
Houston; launching of the first com- 
mercial FM network show over the 
Continental FM web; demonstrations 
of FM’s high-fidelity from Major 
Edwin Armstrong's Alpine, N. J., sta- 
tion W2XMN; and a round-robin of 
discussions on that all-important 
subject of how to make FM pay off. 

Here is the way the schedule looks 
now: 








Convention Agenda 


Friday’s morning session will open 
with address by prexy Roy Hofheinz, 
continue with appointment of new 
FM committees; showing of the Gen- 


(Continued on page 40) 


“First Nighter’ In 
Chi Exit for Coast 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Chicago radiodom’s struggle to re- 
eover its former standing as a pro- 
— production center wasn’t 

elped last week when the Wallace- 
Ferry-Hanley agency let it be known 
that “The First Nighter” program 
will originate from Hollywood when 
it returns to the air (CBS) Oct. 4. 
What makes the pill particularly bit- 
ter is the fact that the leads, Barbara 
Luddy and Olan Soule, and the di- 
rector, Joe Ainley, have all been 
residents of Chicago and developed 
their careers in local radio. The 
agency’s headquarters are also in 
Chicago. 

Reason given for the leads’ migra- 
tion to the Coast is that they will be 
in a better position to find additional 
work. Ainley’s actress-wife, Betty 
Lou Gerson, also formerly of Chi- 
cago, is reported doing well in Hol- 
Jywood radio. 

The central divisions of the net- 
works look on this continued exodus 
to the Coast with grim reproach. 
They recall that for years many of 
the player-migrants waxed rich off 
the Chicago soap operas and now, 
when they get a crack at a program 
Jead which could originate from Chi- 
cago, they immediately prevail upon 
the agency to move the show to Hol- 
lywood, with the twin view of living 
in more dulcet climes and picking up 
what they can pick up in Hollywood 
Fadio jobs. 





Network Premieres 
(SEPT. 4-14) 





Thursday, Sept. 4 

Burns and Allen, comedy, spon- 
sored by General Foods for Max- 
well House coffee (Benton & 
Bowles): NBC, from Hollywood; 
Thur., 8:30-9 p. m. EDT. 

Friday, Sept. 5 

“Baby Snooks,” comedy, with 
Fannie Brice, sponsored by Gen- 
eral Foods for Jello (Young & 
Rubicam); CBS, from  Holly- 
wood; Fri., 8-8:30 p. m., EDT. 

Saturday, Sept. 6 

“Life of Riley,” comedy, with 
William Bendix; sponsored by 
Procter & Gamble for Prell 
shampoo (Benton & Bowles); 
NBC, from Hollywood; Sat., 8- 
8:30 p. m., EDT. 

“Truth or Consequences,” audi- 
dience participation, with Ralph 
Edwards; sponsored by Procter 
& Gamble for Duz soap (Comp- 
ton); NBC, from Hollywood; 
Sat., 8:30-9 p. m., EDT. 

Sunday, Sept. 7 

“Juvenile Jury,” kid discussion; 
sponsored by General Foods for 
Gaines dog food (Benton & 
Bowles); MBS, from New York; 
Sun., 3:30-4 p. m., EDT. 

Phil. Spitalny orch, music; 
sponsored by Electric Companies 
Advertising Co. (Ayer); CBS, 
from New York; Sun., 4:30-5 
5:30 p. m‘, EDT. 

“The Shadow,” mystery, spon- 
sored by D. L. & W. Coal Co. for 
bluecoal (Ruthrauff & Ryan); 
MBS, from New York; Sun., 5- 
5:30 p. m., EDT. 

“Quick as a Flash,” audience 
participation, sponsored by Hel- 
bros watches (Weintraub); MBS, 
from New York; Sun., 5:30-6 
p. m., EDT. 

Drew Pearson, comment, spon- 
sored by Lee hats (Weintraub); 
ABC, from Washington; Sun., 6- 
6:15 p. m., EDT. 

“Charlie McCarthy,” with Ed- 
gar Bergen, sponsored by Stand- 
ard Brands for Chase & Sanborn 
coffee; NBC, from Hollywood; 
Sun., 8-8:30 p. m., EDT. 

“Theatre Guild of the Air,” 
drama, sponsored by U. S. Steel 


(B.B.D&0.); ABC, from New 
York; Sun., 9:30-10:30 p. m.,, 
EDT. 


Monday, Sept. 8 
“Charlie Chan,” mystery, spon- 
sored by Pharmaco Co. (Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan); MBS, from New 
York; 8:30-9 p. m., EDT. 
“ Tuesday, Sept. 9 
Red Skelton, comedy, spon- 
sored by Brown & Williamson 
tobacco (Seeds): NBC, from Hol- 
lywood; Tues., 10:30-11 p. m. 
EDT. 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 
“Great Gildersleeve,’ comedy, 
with Hal Peary, sponsored by 
Kraft cheese (Thompson); NBC, 
from Hollywood; Wed., 8:30-9 
p. m., EDT. 
Thursday, Sept. 11 
Dick Haymes, music, spon- 
sored by Auto-Lite (Ruthrauff & 
Ryan); CBS, from Hollywood; 
Thur., 9-9:30 p. m., EDT. 
“Village Store,” comedy, with 
Jack Carson and Eve Arden, 
sponsored by Sealtest (McKee & 
Albright); NBC, from Holly- 
wood; Thur., 9:30-10 p. m., EDT. 
Sunday, Sept. 14 
Eddy Heward orch, music, 
sponsored by Sheaffer pen 
(Seeds); NBC, from New York; 
Sun., 8-8:30 p. m., EDT. 


CBS to Capsulize 
Howard K. Smith News 


Howard K. Smith, CBS’ European 
news chief whose weekly roundups 
of events and trends in his area 
have long been aired Sundays at 
1:45, will boil down his commentary 
to fit into intermission time on the 
CBS Symphony, Sundays at 3, start- 
ing Oct. 12. 

Net has appropriated the 1:30-2 
p.m. Sunday segment for its “Door- 
way to Life,” effective Oct. 5, which 
also knocks out Lyman Bryson’s 
“Time for Reason” talks which oc- 
cupy the first half of this period. 
Bryson, currently in Paris on loan as 
advisor to UNESCO, is expected to 
become permanent chairman of 
CBS’ “People’s Platform” when he 
returns from Europe next month. 
He formerly moderated the “Plat- 
form” airers. 











KLZ’s “Budget Brigadier” 


PALMO FULLER 


In addition to miscellaneous 
scripting duties, Palmo Fuller writes 
and appears as “Sue Carson” on 
KLZ’s popular daily participating 
program, “Budget Brigade.” 


Stations Balk At 
Golenpaul Terms 
Set for Info 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Number of Mutual’s midwest af- 
filiates have expressed themselves to 
their reps as somewhat stymied by 
the sales conditions imposed by Dan 
Golenpaul in his co-op deal on “In- 
formation, Please,” with the net- 
work. Provision the stations partic- 
ularly don’t like is that requiring a 
firm 44-week contract from the local 
or national spot account buying the 
program. 

The complaining stations feel that 
they will have a tough enough time 
trying to get away with Golenpaul 
restrictions on commercial copy 
without having to insist on a 44- 
week noncancellable contract. The 
demand, they point out, runs 
counter to the custom of local radio, 
which is bought with the privilege 
of cancelling on two or four weeks’ 
notice. An influential factor in local 
and spot broadcasting has always 
been its flexibility. 

As for the plug angle in the “In- 
formation” co-op contract, commer- 
cials must be sent to Golenpaul when 
requested. If the finds them objec- 
tionable, the station is required to 
have them changed, and if the client 
refuses to conform with Golenpaul’s 
requirements the contract may be 
cancelled on Golenpaul’s part on four 
weeks’ notice. 

Midwest broadcasters are also ex- 
pressing themselves as puzzled by 
the yardstick, or whatever it is, that 
the networks are using in determin- 
ing co-op programs costs for the 
various markets. ABC is operating 
on the basis of 80% of the gross 
nighttime hour rate of a station and 
CBS is asking 60% of that rate.. The 
local price of an MBC co-op differs 
with the program. Using Chicago as 
an illustration, Abbott & Costello on 
WENR or WLS will cost $720, Joan 
Davis 0n WBBM would figure $540 
and Mutual is asking $625 for “Meet 
Me at Parky’s” on WGN. _ All three 
stations have the same rate, namely, 
$900. For “Parky’s” it’s 39 weeks, 
play or pay. 

Following are some sample com- 








parative prices on “Information, 
Please” and “Meet Me at Parky’s.” 
Town “Info” “Parky’s” 
= ae sesese $2,500 $1,000 
Chicago ........ 1,800 625 
Ph a casaceaess 500 250 
PT 400 250 
er 400 250 
i OUD. . drow 250 200 
_. . Set eae s 175 150 
Des Moines ..... 90 60 
i Se ee . 100 44 





. b J e 
Chi RDG’s Victory 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Chicago Radio Directors Guild 
won a last-minute victory over the 
Taft-Hartley bill last week. CRDG 
signed a contract with WLS, day 
before the bill became effective that 
would have banned guild shop. New 
pact that expires Dec. 31, 1949, calls 
for 8% to 10% raises. It sets a basic 
salary for new directors at $82.50; 
eliminates split shifts; sets up a 40- 
hour week with time and half for 
overtime. 

Contract also covers for 10% cost 
of living increase next June if 
prices rise. 








L.A. to N. Y. Production Swing 


For the first time in several years, the production trend in commere 
cial radio is from Hollywood to New York. According eo the fall 
schedule, there will be 88 network evening dand Saturday and Sunday 
daytime, which are in the same talent and production category) pro« 
grams originating from New York, compared to only 57 from the Coast, 
Even excluding news and miscellaneous shows, which involve rela- 
tively little production, Manhattan will have 69, as against Hollywood's 


51. Last season, 


there were 63 stanzas originating on the Coast and 


only 57 in New York. In 1937, the figures were New York 54, Holly- 


wood 14. 


In comedy shows alone, Hollywood holds a big edge over New York. 
Because of its preponderence of talent, both writer and performer, Hol- 
lywood has 27 comedy shows, compared to only six in New York. 
However, because of its lower production costs and the presence of 
most of the ad agencies here, Manhattan dominates in the other cate- 
gories, as follows: Drama, New York, nine, Hollywood seven; Mystery, 
New York 24, Hollywood seven; Music, New York 20, Hollywood 10; 
Audience Participation and Quiz, New York 11, Hollywood three; News 
and Miscellaneous, New York 18, Hollywood two. 


NEW YORK 


Comedy 
Aldrich Family 
Can You Top This? 
Fred Allen 
Henry Morgan 
The Sheriff 
Milton Berle 
Drama 
Theatre Guild 
Ford Theatre 
Reader’s Digest 
Real Stories 
Big Story 
Greatest Story 
Let’s Prétend 
Theatre of Today 
Grand Central Station 
Mystery 
Mystery Theatre 
Shadow 
Charlie Chan 
Gangbusters 
Mr. District Attorney 
Big Town 
Inner Sanctum 
Thin Man 
F. B. I. in Peace and War 
Crime Photographer 
Mr. Keen ‘ ‘ 
Crime Doctor 
Ellery Queen 
Nick Carter 
Falcon 
Counterspy 
Famous Jury Trials 
Fat Man 


. Green Hornet 


Mr. & Mrs. North 

Warden Lawes 

Deadline Mystery 

House of Mystery 

True Detective Mystery 
Music 

Voice of Firestone 

Telephone Hour 

Phil Spitalny 

Contented Program 

Merry-Go-Round 

Album Familiar Musie 

Arthur, Godfrey 

Saturday Nite Serenade 

American Melody Hour 

Waltz Time 5 

Jack Smith 

Highways in Melody 

Guy Lombardo 

Big Break 

Fred Waring 

Sammy Kaye 

RCA Show 

Carmen Cavallero 

Teentimers Club 

Supper Club 

Audience Participation, Quiz 

Quick as a Flash 

Juvenile Jury 

Information, Please 

Bob Hawk 

Break the Bank 

20 Questions 

Fish & Hunt Club 

Prof. Quiz 

Darts for Dough 

County Fair 

Give & Take 

Strike It Rich 

News, Miscellaneous 

America’s Town Meeting 

We, the People 

Walter Winchell 

Lowell Thomas 

Arthur Hale 

Bill Stern 

News of the World 

Doctors Talk 

Elmer Davis 

Fish & Hunt Club 

Gabriel Heatter 

Henry J. Taylor 

H. V. Kaltenborn 

Edward R. Murrow 

Inside Sports 

Leland Stowe 

Boxing Bouts 

Monday Morning Headlines 


SCHWARTZ A F-C-B VEEPEE 


. Chicago, Sept. 2. 

When Milt Schwartz rejoins the 
Foote, Cone & Belding agency in 
Chicago late this month he will take 
the title of v.p. in charge of radio. 
Dick Fonda, who comes from FCB’s 
Hollywood office Sept. 15, will be 
production head, 

Schwartz's connection with the 
agency dates back many years. 





HOLLYWOOD 
Comedy 

Burns & Allen 
Life of Riley 
Edgar Bergen 
Red Skelton 
Great Gildersleeve 
Fannie Brice 
Village Store 
Duffy’s Tavern 
Jimmy Durante 
Judy Canova 
Bob Hope 
Jack Benny 
Ozzie & Harriet 
Jack Paar 
My Friend Irma 
Abbott & Costello 
Faye & Harris 
Fibber & Molly 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Date with Judy 
Dennis Day 
Eddie Cantor 
Morgan-Ameche-Langford 
Blondie 
Corliss Archer 
Lum ‘n” Abner 
Those Websters 
Show of the Year 


Drama 
Lux Theatre 
Screen Guild 
One Man’s Family 
Dr. Christian 
Mayor of the Town 
Cavalcade of America 
Stars over Hollywood 
First Nighter 

Mystery 
This Is Your F. B. I. 
Man Called X 
Murder & Mr, Malone 
Suspense 
Whistler 
Sherlock Holmes 
Sam Spade 


Music 
Your Hit Parade 
Dick Haymes 
Nelson Eddy 
Al Jolson 
Kay Kyser 
Meredith Willson 
Burl Ives 
Club 15 
Gene Autry 
Tony Martin 


Audience Participation, Quiz 
Truth or Consequences 
People Are Funny 
Take It or Leave It 


News, Miscellaneous 


Louella Parsons 
Jimmy Fidler 


“Show of the Year” will theoretic- 
ally originate from both Hollywood 
and New York, according to what 
program is selected for rebroadcast, 
but most of the top-rating shows are 
comedies from the Coast, so it is in- 
cluded in the Hollywood list. 


In addition to the above programs, 
Vaughn Monroe, “Dr. I. Q.” and 
“Vox Pop” broadcast from different 
locations each week; “Quiz Kids,” 
“Adventurer’s Club,” “Meet the 
Meeks” and “Curtain Time” are from 
Chicago; Elmer Davis, Eric Sevareid, 
Fulton Lewis and Drew Pearson are 
from Washington; “Lone Ranger” is 
frem Detroit and “Grand Ol’ Opry” 
is from Louisville. 


Chi Pact Stalemate On 
Staff Continuity Writers 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Ben Myers, counsel for Chicago 
Radio Writers Guild, declared last 
week that the webs were refusing 
to negotiate for contracts covering 
staff continuity writers. 

Lawyer claimed that webs fooled 
around until T-H act banned cer- 
tain phases of the proposed contract. 
Officials of the nets responded that 
it was not their fault, if many of 
the people involved in the nego- 








tiations were on vacation during 
August. 
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TWILIGHT OF FOUR-WEB SYSTEM? 





e- 


Sales and Vacancies 


In the June 11 issue of VarRIETY appeared a list of ’47- 
of personalities and programs that, 
were thrown on the open market. 


tions, etc., 


48 availabilities 
as a result of last season cancella- 
Despite sponsor jockey- 


fing, network maneuvers and other agency-client-web activity in the 


intervening period, the majority of them are still for sale. 


Here’s how 


the picture has resolved itself as the curtain lifts on the new broad- 


casting season: 


Abbott & Costello—Dropped by 


Camel at end of last season, they 


return in the fall under co-op sponsorship as part of the ABC Wednes- 


day night top name parlay., 
Don Ameche—Goes into new 


Phil Baker—For sale. 
new quiz show deal. 


Old Gold show. 
Kenny Baker—Still for sale. His “ 


Glamour Manor” dropped by P&G. 


Exiting “Take It Or Leave It” and negotiating 


“Beulah”—ABC network, unable to sell it, dropping it off schedule. 


Mel Blanc—Dropped by Colgate, 


Sublime” regional network show. 
Victor Borge—For sale. 
Goodman show. 
Eddie Bracken—For sale. 
Texaco. 


he’s returning to his ex-“Point 


Socony took a powder on the Borge-Benny 


“Eddie Bracken Story” last sponsored by 


Bob Burns—For sale. Dropped by American Home Products. 


Hoagy Carmichael—F or sale. 

Carmen Cavallaro—For sale, 
show by Eddy Howard. 

Cass Daley—For sale, 

Joan Davis—For sale. 
to grab her. 

Eddy Duchin—For sale. 


Sponsored last season by Ludens, 
Being replaced on Schaeffer Sunday 


CBS wanis to co-op her; ABC aiso anxious 


Was last year’s Kraft Music Hall emcee. 


His 15-minute ABC Kreml commercial also going off. 


Benny Goodman—For sale. 


Bill Goodwin—His CBS Saturday night sustainer still unsold. 


Jack Haley—For sale. 


Has switched over to MCA in new bid for 


sponsership. Replaced on Sealtest show vy Jack Carson 


“Gregory Hood”—For sale. 
Hedda Hopper—For sale. 


Whodunit dropped by Petri wine, 
Her Camay show now off. 


“Information Please”’—Goes co-op on Mutual. 
Frances Langford—Into new Old Gold show. 


“Maislie—For sale. 


“My Friend Irma”—Snared Swan Soap (Lever Bros.) as sponsor, 


Garry Moore—Takes over 
Eversharp. 


“Take It Or Leave It” 


emcee role for 


Frank Morgan—Into new Old Gold show. 
“Mr. and Mrs. North—Now sponsored by Colgate. 
Parkyakarkas—Going co-op on Mutual. 


Georgie Price—For sale. His 
while looked hot for sponsorship. 


“The Bigtime” auditioned show for a 


Roy Rogers—-For sale. Cowboy star last on NBC for Miles Labs. 


Mickey Rooney—His 
Dinah Shore—For sale. 


“Boys Town” package still up for sale. 
Sponsored last season by Ford. 


Ginny Simms—Now vocalist on the new Coca-Cola Sunday night 


show. 
“Kate Smith Sings”—For sale. 


Danny Thomas—For sale. Sponsored last season by Drene (Procter & 


Gamble). 


Jehn Charles Thomas—For sale. Last sponsor was Westinghouse, 


Rudy Vallee—For sale. 


“Vox Pop”—Has new sponsor, American Express, and moves into 


strong ABC Wednesday parlay. 


Orson Welles—Doing transcribed show this fall under Fred Ziv 


auspices. 


Alan Young—For sale. Dropped last season by Bristol-Myers. To 
do series of guest shots for Texaco as possible trailer to sponsorship. 





Downey on Own 
As Spike Jones 
Tie Blows Up 


The Morton Downey-Spike Jones 
half-hour CBS musical show for 
Coca Cola blew up suddenly over 
the weekend, following a lot of dis- 
Satisfaction. The upshot is that 
Downey will go it alone, reverting to 
his old format, with Coca Cola 
plunking down an additional $750,000 
a year in order to spot Downey on 
Mutual, three nights a week (Mon- 





Heavy Sugar 
Coca Cola’s re-entry’ into 
radio, after a full year’s hiatus 
due to the sugar situation, rep- 
resents one of the year’s major 


spiurges, coin-wise and _ pro- 
gram-wise, among air bank- 
rollers. 


Four-way program ride on the 
networks includes: the Percy 
Faith-Ginny Simms Sunday 
night CBS show; the Spike Jones 
Friday night CBS show; the 
three-times-a-week Morton 
Downey show on Mutual, and 
the cross-the-board “Claudia” 
afternoon program. 

i St LACAN NR REED = 
day, Wednesday and Friday) in the | 











CBS Has Until Sept. 16 
To Meet Joan Davis 7G 
Wkly. Sales Guarantee 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Co-op deal which was consum- 
mated between Joan Davis and 
Hubbel Robinson, CBS v.p. in charge 
of programs, at a meeting here last 
week, gives the network until Sept. 
16 to come up with enough sales to 
cover the guarantee of $7,000 week- 
ly. The comedienne also has coroll- 
ary deal with Ziv, Inc. giving the 
latter the distribution rights to re- 
cordings of her CBS co-op programs 
in markets outside the Columbia 
coverage. 

CBS has had feelers out on the 
Davis proposition since Wednesday 
(27). If the option Robinson got 
leads to a contract, it will be CBS’ 
first nighttime co-op. The _ series 
would start Oct. 15. 

Miss Davis plans to retutn to the 
Coast as soon as she gets’ the final 
word, one way or the other, from 
Robinson, who himself is now in 
Hollywood and is due back in New 
York between Sept. 15 and 20. 





Downey, it’s reported, was far from 
happy over the setup. So Coca 
Cola negotiated the Mutual deal. 


Plan is to buy up as much of the | 


Mutual web as is possible and spot 
Downey following the news broad- 
cast. Meanwhile the client is trying 
|'to wrap up a deal which will permit 
| for the Downey showcasing at 11:15 | 


11:15 period. The CBS program will | |in all time zones, which will prob- 


be known as the “Spike Jones Show” 
and negotiations are now under way 
for a femme singer. 
Dorothy Shay will get the nod. 


Spotting of the Spike Jones music 


along with Downey as a combo, an | 
MCA brainchild, provoked consider- | 
able eyebrow lifting in the trade. | 
| likelihood that he’ll also reprise his 


Apparently the coke people started 
to do some eyebrow lifting, too, and 


'from the east, 


| ably necessitate delayed pickups in 
some areas of the country. Downey 


It look like | will pick his own orchestra. 


With the program originating 
it will also permit 
Downey to retain nitery commit- 
ments, including his upcoming Stat- 
ler, Washington, engagement, with 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. engagement. 





17-48 SEASON TI 
ANSWER QUESTION 


Some of the top economic survey- 
ors of the broadcasting scene are of 
the opinion that the 1947-48 broad- 
casting season may well furnish the 
answer as to whether or not, under 
the current system of operation, 


there is sufficient room to support 
four major networks. 

Actually, they point out, no prece- 
dent exists as yet in determining 


whether, under a get-tough economic 
era, there'll be enough coin pouring 
into radio coffers to justify the ex- 
istence of four networks. 
years, of course, with the sponsor- 
ship splurge of tax-deductible coin, 
was another story. 

The webs then were well-heeled; 
there was more than enough business 
to go around. The vears immediately 
preceding the war found ABC (then 
the Blue), just getting its bearings 
after its divorcement from NBC, and 
until a dozen years ago, when Mu- 
tual came into being, it was all NBC 
and CBS. 

The question of a four-network 
survival takes on particular signifi- 
cance at this time, with the NAB 
ready to spring its new Standards 
of Practice code. Designed for the 
industry as a self-policing move, the 
new code is plenty tough in clamping 
down on objectionable sponsorship 
auspices, such as laxatives, deodor- 
ants and a flock of others that come 
within the “sensitivity” bracket. 

True, NBC and CBS have been 
enforcing their own stringent poli- 
cies on such bankrollers. If the 
new code is to have any teeth at 
all, it’s argued, it must be a case of 
all four webs sticking to the letter in 
complying with the limitation on 
types of commercials. 

Coming as it does in a hard-to-sell 
era, it raises the question whether 
networks with time to sell on their 
hands may not be economically 
forced to accept such cemmercials. 
If so, it would obviously weaken the 
whole structure of the code. 





Plenty Gripes Loom on Code 
Washington, Sept. 2. 

NAB’s proposed new industry 
code—clamping a three-minute ceil- 
ing on commercial copy in any 15- 
minute time period—is the No. 1 
issue at this year’s annual conven- 
tion. This, at any rate, is the way 
NAB officials here size up the situa- 
tion. Right now, plans call for dis- 
tribution of the code document 
Sept. 14-15 as NAB members regis- 
ter. The press will be given advance 
copies with a strict “hold for re- 
lease” date of Sept. 14. 

As NAB’ers see it, bulk of long- 
time broadcasters look on the Code 
as a considerable improvement over 
the present standards of practice. 
However, the new ceilings on com- 
mercial copy will be tough to sell 
to some of the smaller operators, it 
was believed. The Thursday (Sept. 
18) open session on the Code is ex- 
pected to bring these gripes into the 
open. 

It is pointed out that once a spon- 
ser knows he can just get so much 
plug out of his airtime, he may be 
inclined to shop around more care- 


(Continued on page 40) 








‘H’ wood Star Preview’ Into 


‘Ellery’ Spot on Sept. 28 


| Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bay- 

| les agency has set its new Whitehall- 
| sponsored “Hollywood Star Preview” 

| for a Sept. 28 preem in the NBC 





| Sunday 6:30 p.m. spot now occupied | 


|by “Ellery Queen.” Latter is being 
| yanked because of net's objection to 
a whodunit being slotted following 
'the “Catholic Hour.” 


Sponsor was permitted to move | 


“Ellery” into the spot on a tem- 
|porary basis following cancellation 
of the Bob Burns show last spring. 
Format of “Preview” calls for top 
|/name film stars to make air intros 
of promising young actors and act- 
resses from various picture studios, 
with the stars-of-tomorrow talent 
appearing in original dramats. Num- 
ber of studios have already been 
lined up to cooperate in the deal. 
Joe Thompson will produce the 
airer, with Jack Van Nostrand di- 
recting. 


$-5-C-B Snags Pall Mall Account 


From F-C-B, But on Maybe Basis 





CBS’ $15,000,000 


With the sale of “House Party” 
to General Electric, CBS has 
wrapped up 22 and a half hours 
of new business since the first 
of the year. In terms of billings 
it adds up to an approximate 
$15,000,000 for the network. | 

The GE biz also gives CBS a 
complete daytime sellout on net- 
work time, with the exception 
of a quarter-hour segment. 





The war | 








GE's $4,000,000 
3-Show Splurge; 
‘House Party’ Set: 


Genera! Electric, which bowed out 
of radio completely last 
re-entering the picture in a big way 
this season, with a three-way pro- 
gramming schedule that includes an 
institutional show, another = ear- 
marked for the Merchandise and 
Appliance Division and the third for 
the Lamp Division. All told it rep- 
resents a time-talent expenditure in 
excess of $4,000,000. 


GE, via Young & Rubicam agency, 
has just concluded a deal for spon- 
sorship of John Guedel’s “House 
Party” five times a week on CBS, 
representing $1,250,000 in billings 
alone for the network. It’s a $5,000 
a week package. GE Home Appli- 
ance Division had sponsored the 
show a couple seasons back, with 
CBS keeping it on co-op during the 
past seasOn. When it returns Dec. 
1 under GE auspices, it will move 
into the 3:30-3:55 afternoon period. 

GE Lamp Division is picking up 
the tab on ABC's “Willie Piper” 
show and company has just bought 
Fred Waring and his orchestra-glee 
club as an institutional program for 
the Monday night 10:30-11 segment 
on NBC. 


Ford Theatre’ to Do 
All-Negro ‘Carmen Jones’; 
Lindsay’s 1G as Emcee 


With the signing of Howard Lind- 
say as m.c., at $1,000 a week, the 
regular talent for the “Ford Thea- 
tre” is all set. Show premieres Oct. 
5 with Lillian Schoen’s adaptation 

f “A Connecticut Yankec.” It will 
take over the 5-6 p.m. spot Sundays 
on NBC, forcing that network’s 
NBC Symphony concerts to move to 
a Saturday night time. 

The revised schedule for the en- 
suing weeks is “The Great McGinty,” 
adapted by Stanley R. Evans, Oct. 
12; “On Borrowed Time,” adapted 
by Nancy Moore, Oct. 19; “Coffin 
for Dimitrios,” adapted by Evans 
from the Eric Ambler whodunit, 
Oct. 26, and “Ah, Wilderness,” 
adapted by Sylvia Berger, Nov. 2. 
Subsequent offerings, the rights of 
which have been bought, but which 
have not yet been assigned for 
adaptation, include “Carmen Jones,” 
Kaufman and Hart’s “George Wash- 
ington Slept Here,” Priestley’s 
“Dangerous Corner” and Norman 
Corwin’s “We Hold These Truths.” 

“Carmen Jones” will be done with 
an all-Negro cast, as in the Billy 
Rose stage production of several 
seasons ago. It will use the Oscar 
| Hammerstein, 2d, translation and 
lyrics, with special arrangements of 
|'the Bizet score. “We Hold These 
Truths,” Corwin's drama about the 
Bill of Rights, is tentatively sched- 
uled for Dec. 7, the sixth anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor day. 


TOM MOORE FOR ‘LADIES’ 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Tom Moore will 
|named m.c. of “Ladies Be Seated” 
| within a few days, replacing Johnny 
Olsen. 
Toni, which shares the show with 
Quaker Oats wants first to give 
; Moore a Schwerin test. 











+ Don 


| date of the 


season, is 


probably be! 


Stauffer, of the Sullivan, 
Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles agency, 
has snagged the Pall Mall account 
from Foote, Cone & Belding on con- 
dition he can deliver his projected 
“Show of the Year” program within 
two weeks. The announced starting 
series is Oct. 1 and it’s 
Slated to replace the same client's 
“Big Story” in the 10-10:30 spot 
Wednesday nights on NBC. 
According to Stauffer he had ten- 
tative clearances from 27 agencies 
and sponsors, provided “Show of the 
Year” involved no product or time 
conflict with their programs. Now 
that he has revealed the Pall Mall 
sponsorship and the Wednesday 
night NBC spot for the series, Stauf- 
fer figures he'll get final answers 
within 10 days on the various pro- 
grams he seeks. Without being able 
to disclose any actual names, it’s ob- 
vious that he expects to get such 
stanzas as Jack Benny and Jack Paar 
(both 





having the same American 
Tobacco sponsorship), as well as 
| Bob Hope, Fibber & Molly, Eddie 
Pos Burns & Allen, Edgar Bere 
gen, Fred Allen, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Fanny Brice, Milton Berle, Jack 


Carson-Eve Arden, 
Ozzie & Harriet, 
etc. 

However, there are numerous 
complications involved. For one 
thing, it would be difficult if not im- 
possible to do a Wednesday night 
show from any other network, since 
the other sponsor would not want 


Hooper Coverage 


Survey Gets Fast 
Nix From BMB 


As expected. Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau said “no” last week to 
C. E. Hooper’s proposal that BMB 
adopt his coverage as a substitute 
for its own listening measurement 
methods. Bureau's research com- 
mittee concluded that Hooper’s plan 
“did not provide figures as valid as 
those of BMB Study No. 1 and that 
the economies claimed by Mr. 
Hooper are not substantiated by the 
cost figures in his proposal.” 

A BMB spokesman explained that 
the committee did not wish its ac- 
tion to be regarded as “an arbitrary 
move,” the “reasons for rejecting 
Hooper’s plan being more important 
than the turndown itself.” 

At the same time, Plil Frank, 
BMB exec secretary, announced that 
the deadline for stations to submit 
subscriptions to BMB in time to 
qualify for rate discounts has been 
extended from Sept. 15 to Oct. 1, 
primarily “because so many broad- 
casters have been or are now on va- 
cations.” 

Advancement of the deadline also 
gives BMB a chance to offer the dis- 
count inducement to broadcasters 
during the NAB convention in Ate 
lantic City this month. 

Hooper's reaction to the turndown 
was that he'd stand by his claims, as 
far as doing a job for BMB is con- 
cerned, and that he’d go ahead, any- 
way, with his offer of “listener cov- 
erage” reports to individual stations 
and groups of stations during the 
coming year. 


DROP IN RAZOR BIZ 
CUES ‘FALCON’ FADEOUT 


“Adventures of the Falcon” is due 
for a fadeout on Mutual after its 
Sept. 23 stanza. Net is reported 
making a final stab to hold the ac- 
count, but American Razor (Gem 
blades) is said to have been hit so 
hard by falling off of razor biz that 
it’s unlikely to renew. despite the 
| show's 8.1 yearly Hooper average, 
| which makes it Mutual's top-rated 


Faye & Harris, 
“Aldrich Family,” 











| stanza. It's a Bernard L. Schubert 
| package. 
i “Falcon’s” spot Tuesdays at 8:30 


| will be filled by “Official Detective” 
| starting Sept. 30 unless Gem has a 
j change of mind. 


ett pe 
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| ABOUT BILL GOODWIN 








-when all America already knows he’s certain star-stuff! 





John Crosby, brilliant radio critic of the New York Herald 
Tribune,* made his report on Bill Goodwin, August 4,1947, 
listening to Goodwin’s own CBS show: “I should like to venture 
the prediction that Goodwin...will develop into one of the top comedians 
in the business. And now, having laid my curse on him, I'll steal 
quietly away.” 

But Crosby has just caught up with the rest of the country! 

For who listens to the radio, or goes to the movies, and 
doesn’t already know that Bill Goodwin is a comedian of 
highest rank? 

Haven’t you heard him, for years, take the microphone 
away from Bob Hope, Burns & Allen, and other top come- 
dians on the air? (Everyone else has!) 

Haven’t you seen him in “The Jolson Story”, “Wake 
Island”, “Spellbound”, or any dozen of the twenty-one pic- 


tures in which he has been featured? (Everyone else has!) 
Bill Goodwin is cne of the great household names in 


America now: friend and entertainer of millions and millions 
and millions of Americans. 

That is what you get —already delivered —when you 
buy Bill Goodwin. 

Plus the equally well-known fact that Goodwin is “the 
sales-message that walks like a man”; unquestionably one of 
the greatest sales-voices in America today. 

Goodwin is now available for sponsorship in a program 
built entirely around his wonderfully-developed comic 
talent: a vehicle ready to deliver the extraordinary 


profits which top Radio brings its sponsors. 


* 4nd other papers, north, south and west 
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ZZIE AND HARRIET SHOW 

ith Ozzie Nelson, Harriet Hilliard, 

Janet Waldo, John Brown, Henry 

Blair, Tommy Bernard; Vernie 

Smith, announcer; Billy May, con- 

ductor. 

Writers: Ozzie Nelson, Sol Saks, Poot 

Pray, Ben Gershaman, Paul West. 
Producer: Ted Bliss 
30 Mins., Sun., 6 p. m. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Ozzie and Harriet, back from vaca- 
tion, have established residence once 
more at 1847 Rogers Road. Which is 
to say that one of the prize situation 
comedy packages is back on the air, 
again entrenched in its early Sunday 
evening slot on CBS. 

Here is a type show that, like Fib- 
ber & Molly, is a sure guaranty for 
a season-after-season reprise. multi- 
plying in stature as the years pass 
by. And just as Johnson’s Wax, 
years ago, was willing to gamble 
with its Fibber & Molly comedy duo 
in the face of initial unenthusiastic 
audience returns, but convinced that 
the F & M formula would eventually 
pay off (as it has done in spades), 
so, too, will International Silver reap 
the benefits of the qualities that have 
gone into the O & H stanza. At the 
moment, the 6 to 6:30 segment may 
be a mitigating factor in holding 
down those precious Hoopers, but 
it’s a foregone conclusion that it will 
eventually be yanked out of that 
spot and given prime time showcas- 
ing. Right now it’s one of CBS’ most 
valuable properties. 

The Ozzie and Harriet Show is one 
of those happy blendings of strictly 
professional qualities. It strikes a 
responsive chord with the listener- 
at-home; it has a warmth and natu- 
ralness about it that suggests to 
mother, dad or the youngsters: “this, 
too, has happened to me”; the writ- 
ing and the casting remain top- 
drawer, with the Janet Waldo and 
John Brown characterizations, along 
with the Nelsons, combining a note 
of realism with a wonderful exag- 
inch aoa of an €éveryday incident. 

erhaps one of the secrets in the suc- 
cess of the show is that it knows 
when to halt these delightful exag- 
gerations before they enter the realm 
of absurdity. 

Commercials accent the new Re- 
membrance pattern of 1847 Rogers 
on the occasion of the company’s 
100th anniversary. Copy on last 
Sunday’s opening show was a bit on 
the rhapsodic side. Aside from an- 
nouncer Verne Smith, both Ozzie 
and Harriet also get in their own 
personal opening and — a. 

ose. 


LISTEN, LADIES! 
With Monica Mugan and guests 
Writer: Monica Mugan 
Producer: Howard Milsom 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 Noon 
CHRISTIE’S BISCUITS 
CKEY, Toronto 
(MacLaren) 

After eight years with the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp., Monica 
Mugan has switched to a private 
station for her pleasant noon chit- 
chats with the femme listeners and 
has such a pleasant voice and choice 
of gab-subjects as not to infuriate 
the male who may be hanging 
around the house. The ex-prairies- 
schoolma’am, who got into Canadian 
radio in 1936, is reputedly the first 
woman commentator in the British 


Empire to have a daily series but 


she’s still young enough to be back 


on the airwaves this season after 


havin 


her first child. 
Wit 


she is not 


scene. 


the “10  best-dressed 
America,” who is 


commercials are unobtrusive. 


breezy in delivery, 


McStay. 


YOU HAVE SEEN ITS SHAD 
With Henry Fonda saad 
Director: omas Teluso 
Producer: John Swallow 

30 Mins.; Fri. (29), 10 p.m. 





Sustai 
WNEW, N. Y. 
This is a plattered documentary 


being distributed in behalf of the 
Foundation of Infantile 
It details, through brief 


National 
Paralysis. 
dramatic sequences tied together 
with narration by Henry Fonda, the 
long battle’ by medical science to 
isolate and destroy “the invisible 
foe” of polio. It’s a worthy theme, 
deserving wide airing, but the over- 
all effectiveness of this stanza is 
only fair. 

Fonda is the program's greatest 
weakness. It’s not his fault— 
although he did seem to walk 
through the assignment. Obviously 
he was picked because of his name 
appeal, but if the producers had to 
have a picture star as narrator, they 
could easily have chosen one with 
a voice better suited for the chore 
than Fonda's, which is thin-strained 
and uncommanding. 

Script, however, was packed with 
3 good quota of facts on the polio 
ght and the dramat sequences, 


the help of @ legman, she 
whips her own program together 
and does her own writing, using 
Howard Milsom as vis-a-vis when 
interviewing a guest. 
Format is three stories of current 
interest, particularly of the Ontario 
Guest, on program caught, 
was Mrs. Walter Thornton, one of 
women in 
A currently estab- 
lishing a model agency in Toronto. 
Monica Mugan writes good copy, the 

F and 
she has a rich contralto voice that is 
without that 
breathless chi-chi that is often the 
annoying trademark of lady gabbers. 











CLAUDE THORNHILL 


Fresh from a triumphal road tour 
through the middle western states, 


Hotel Pennsylvania's Cafe Rouge 
(September 8th). 

During his stay in New York. 
Claude will cut a second series of 
transcriptions for Lang-Worth sta- 
tion affiliates—now 500! 
LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 








MR. KEEN : 
With Bennett KiIpack, Jim Kelly, 
John Raby, Vivian Smolen, Walter 
Greaza, William Zuckert, Florence 
Freeman, Joe Curtin; Larry Elliott, 
announcer; Al Rickey, music 
Writer: Lawrence Klee 
Director: Richard Leonard 
Producers: Frank and Anne Hum- 
mert 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
WHITEHALL PHARMACAL 
CBS, from New York 
(Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) 
Mr. Keen (played by Bennett Kil- 
pack) returned last week (28) for 
another season of sure-footed sleuth- 
ing, courtesy of the makers of Koly- 
nos tooth powder and Anacin tab- 
lets, for whom he’s been gumshoe- 
ing for several years now. Still 
around giving Mr. Keen a hand at 
bringing a criminal to brook once 
each week is his Irish sidekick, Mike 
Clancy (Jim Kelly). Larry Elliott is 
still on the delivering end of solid, 
straight-forward (but too numerous) 
commercials. The whodunit con- 
tinues in the slick Hummert mold— 
technically neat, professionally 
packaged. 
From a story standpoint, it’s stand- 
ard stuff. Preem edition was “The 
Case of the Man Who Traveled with 
Death,” death catching up with him 
in a hotel room after he licked an 
envelope—his wife had poisoned the 
glue on the flap. A public stenog 
al is held for the murder until Mr. 
een clears her and traps the vic- 
tim’s wife by inviting her to lick 
another envelope from the same 
pack. : ; 
Programming-wise, it can be said 
for the stanza that it is less gory 
than some and doesn’t indulge in 
creepy or fiendish goings-on. It 
could, however, have a little more 
personality. Mr. Keen doesn’t come 
through as much of a “character.” 


why it clings to the “tracer of lost 


favor of ordinary private-eyeing 
several years ago. Doan. 


EDITH DUNNE SINGS 
With Edith Dunne, Gerry Duval 
Quartet; Bill Bellman, announcer 
Producer: Charles Wright 
Writers: Bellman, Dunne 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBO-CBC, Ottawa 
Here’s a gal who’s filling a va- 
cancy on Canadian radio. Former 
femme voice with Len Hopkins’ 
Chateau Laurier Grill orch, Edith 
Dunne has a set of pipes built for 
the mike and she knows how to feed 
it to the air, both singing and talk- 
ing. It’s a gal and a show that ought 
to draw raves from Trans-Canadian 
web dialers. What she needs is bet- 
ter musical backing than she had on 
teeoff (28) but the quartet’s short- 
comings seemed more mechanical 
than musical, and with shifting and 
improved _— in the studio, the 
little band will probably give her 
the support she requires. 


Miss Dunne uses “Linger Awhile” 
for her theme, a song particularly 
suited to her low, almost but not 
quite husky voice. First show, she 
also sang “Peg O’ My Heart,” “Do 
I Worry?” and “Alamo.” Quartet, 
with Woody Hill on guitar, Marcel 
Lafortune on violin, J. A. Brisbois 
on piano and Gerry Duval on clar- 
inet, gave with “Pair of Nylons” 
and “Should I?”, 


First few Dunne shows will be 
— by CBO manager Charles 
right, then announcer Bellman 


will take over. Gorm. 





while not overly well enacted, were 
injected with sufficient frequency 
to keep Fonda's narration from pall- 
ing on the listener. The platter, all 
told, is worth airing, but it’s impact 
should, with proper handling, have 
been 100% greater. oan, 





One mystery about this mystery is 


persons” tag. Mr. Keen gave up this 
novel (for radio, at least) pursuit in 


DENNIS DAY SHOW 

With Barbara Eiler, Dink Trout, 
John Brown, Bea Benaderet; 
Charles Dant, conductor; Verne 
Smith, announcer 

Writers: Frank Galen, Arthur Alls- 
berg, Chuck Stewart 

Producer: Bill Harding 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 

NBC, from Hollywood 

(Bates) 


Starting its second season, “A 
Day in the Life of Dennis Day” im- 
presses as a sure click for commer- 
cial success. It has the ingredients 
of thoroughly professional radio en- 
tertainment. At the same time, it’s 
precisely the sort of program that 
gives outside-the-industry critics the 
fidgets. That is, the show’s rigidly 
set story flavor, its carefully exag- 
gerated and maintained characters, 
and the America’s boy aura of its 
star make it a natural for mass pop- 
ularity, but inevitably draw the sar- 
castic comment of “intellectual” lis- 
teners. 

The basic quality of the series re- 
mains the same as last season. As 
developed over several years on the 





the great Claude Thornhill aggrega- | Jack Benny show, the hero remains 
tion will come to New York fur a | a callow, eager, timid and essentially 
lcix-week return engagement at/| likable boob entangled with various 


dominant characters. On Wednes- 
day night’s (27) seasonal premiere, 
he was still trying to win the girl, 
although any normal modern youth 
would have recognized her as self- 
Janded long ago. In this episode, 
Day was trying to put the skids 
under a visiting summer theatre 
star, and he worked out a ludi- 
crously complicated plan of becom- 
ing drama critic of the local paper 
to carry out the,scheme. 


_ If the plotting was a bit less than 
inspired, it at least supplied hooks 
for the required number of gag 
lines, nearly all of which were 
neatly laid out and expertly de- 
livered. The theatre angle per- 
mitted Day to do various of his cap- 
sule impersonations of Hollywood 
stars and there were numerous jibes 
at the drama and radio critical fra- 
ternity (but which were mostly too 


tradey for studio audience compre- 
hension). 


Day’s singing is, of course, a 
recognized asset for such a show, 
and the stooge performances of such 
dependables as Dink Trout, John 
Brown and Bea Benaderet, are un- 
questionably an essential ingre- 
dient. But without that professional 
scripting job, there’d be no frame- 
work for the operation. 


The commercial copy on the series 
conforms to the Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet trip-hammer pattern, with 
several voices in a dramatized bit 
and two announcers reading the sell. 
Some of the blurb about tooth paste 
“cleaning the breath while it cleans 
the teeth” sounds silly, and the 
whole halitosis approach is distaste- 
ful for living room reception. Be- 
sides the regular product plugs, 
there’s a closing announcement for 
Lustre Cream shampoo and a hitch- 
hike for Palmolive’s “14-day plan.” 


Hobe. 
eeenneaaaaaaaaaaaaaenay 
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Wallace Beery put in an unpre- 
tentious, leasant interview spot on 
We, the People” last Tuesday night 
(26). He pulled the biggest audience 
response of the show, incidentally, 
with an affectionate reference to 
the late Marie Dressler. Arthur 
Tracey, also guesting on the stanza, 
had one of those concocted human 
interest stories that habitually serve 
singers on such shows, and in this 
case it seemed slightly skimpy. 
Roger Pryor had range, flexibility 
and warmth as the temporary m.c. 
of the show and Danny Seymour 
again proved himself one of the 
most versatile and persuasive an- 
nouncers in the business. But Oscar 
Bradley’s music was only as usual. 





“Big Town” was just another 
cops ‘n’ robbers potboiler Wednes- 
day night (27) on CBS. The re- 
porter-gets-gangster yarn was 
hackneyed, the characters were 
rubber-stamps and the playing of 
Ed Pawley and Fran Carlon was 
stock. Just to wrap up the package 
consistently, the commercial copy 
for Ironized yeast and Phillips milk 
of magnesia was unpleasant living 
room confab. However, the Molle 
shave cream hitch-hike was one un- 


obiectionable moment out of th 
half-hour, : 





Eddie Canter, who’s turning more 
and more of his attention to causes 
for the public welfare, didn’t kid 
for a second last Wednesday (27) 
when he narrated a_ special 15- 
minute airer via WNBC, N. Y., in 
behalf of the New York Infirmary. 
Stanza, with dramatic sequences, 
told the story of Dr. Elizabeth 
Blackwell, the first woman doctor, 
and her struggle to start the first 
hospital (on N. Y.’s lower eastside) 
ever to open its doors to the sick and 
poor, regardless of race, creed or 
color. This is the N. Y. Infirmary, 
and today it’s seeking contributions 
| to build a modern 12-story medical 
9 Cantor's appeal was from the 
| hear 
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JACK SHAINDLIN 


Leading film musical director in| 
the East. Universal Pictures? March | 
of Time, Columbia Pictures, Louis | 
De Rochemont Prod, Conductor 
Carnegie “Pop” Orch. Last all- 


Gershwin concert at 
Stadium drew 10,000. 
Lang-Worth Transcriptions; 
“Moo‘d Music” - “Silver Strings”; 
“Radio Production Aids,” 
FOX MOVIETONE STUDIO, 
NEW YORK CITY. 


Bridgeport 








RETURN ENGAGEMENT 

With Peggy Stanley, Burford Hamp- 
den, Bill Keene, Jim Boles, Edgar 
Stehli, Vinton Hayworth, Joe Con- 
way 

Writer: Irve Tunick 

Director: John Becker 

Producer: Leon Levine 

30 Mins.; Tues.; 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS; from New York 


“Return Engagement” is CBS's 
summer series based on reprises of 
standout shows presented during the 
past several years by the “American 
School of the Air.” Slotted at a late 
evening hour to serve as a trailer for 
adult audiences for the 1947-48 sea- 
son which opens Oct. 4, these re- 
peats are a representative display 
of the “School’s” educational prow- 
ess. But a show that’s excellent at 
5:30 p.m. doesn’t always hit the same 
mark at 10:30 p.m. Heard in this 
new late hour context, the pedagogic 
tone sounds a bit broader and the 
series’ high school slant becomes far 
more obvious. Nothing, however, not 
even the fact that its shows cannot 
stand up as sock entertainment at 
10:30 p.m., can detract from the un- 
compromisingly high standard set by 
the “School” in its own field of edu- 
cational radio. 


Third show in this nighttime series 
was entitled “Figuring the Odds,” 
originally aired about two-and-a-half 
years ago. Part of the “School’s” 
science curriculum, this program’s 
objective was to humanize _ the 
‘meaning of statistics. Scripter Irve 
Tunick handled the problem via an 
imaginative little fantasy in which 
a new born babe’s future was cal- 
culated by acturial tables. Show 
was a pleasant blend of fact and 
whimsy which was handled from all 
aspects of thesping and direction 
with care and finesse. But aside 
from the cleverness with which it 
made its point, it was lacking in 
sheer entertainment value. Herm. 





CREED, COLOR AND COOPERA- 
TION 

With Kenneth Johnson; Wakefield 
Holley, announcer 

Director: Hoyt Andres 

15 Mins.; Sun., 11 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WKY, Oklahoma City 


One encouraging sign in radio is 
the growing awareness of the me- 
dium to its social responsibility, 
especially in the area of race rela- 
tions. WKY, an.indie operating in 
a city that is predonffnantly south- 
ern in its outlook and prejudices, 
has recently joined that group of 
stations, many below the Mason- 
Dixon lines, which are bending their 
efforts to the problem’s solution. 
WKY ’s approach in “Creed, Color 
and Cooperation” is to skip the 
rough spots and concentrate on the 
rosier side of progress already 
achieved. Program is straight com- 
mentary with Kenneth Johnson, a 
Negro student at Langston Univer- 
sity, handling the chatter. 


As the series shaped up on its 
first session (10), it was not too im- 
pressive either from the viewpoint 
of its intellectual boldness or dra- 
matic effectiveness. Johnson angled 
his talk exclusively to the Negroes 
in the community, thus severely lim- 
iting the scope of a program which 
is ostensibly aiming for cooperation 
between the races. Commentary, 
moreover, in being compelled to 
play up the brighter side, magnified 
out of all proportions the progressive 
significance of Oklahoma Governor 
Turner’s appearance at an all-Negro 
town where he straddled the fence 
with some shopworn platitudes about 
race harmony. Johnson hailed the 
event as a major step forward but 
his analysis lacked conviction, and 





in general, his commentary was 
marked by a deficiency in critical 


} penetration. 


| 
| 











| 





WALTER WINCHELL 
With Hugh James, announcer 
Producer: John Hoagland 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9 p. m. 
JERGENS ' 
ABC, from New York 

(Orr) 

The unique qualities that have 
made Walter Winchell the top solo 
radio act and established his name 
as an international byword are again 
evident as he returns for the fall sea- 
son on the ABC network for Jergens. 
The columnist remains a controver- 
sialist and his broadcasts pulsate 
with excitement. Whether the lis- 
tener agrees with Winchell or vio- 
lently disagrees, he won't remain 
passive. No one can hear his show 
and fail to have feelings about it. 
That demonstrably means high 
Hoopers and enormous influence. 
And, incidentally, though Winchell’s 
taste may be questionable at times, 
no one can quarrel with him about 
his enemies—he has a collection of 
enemies anyone misht be proud of. 

As frequently happens on a Winch- 
ell broadcast, his show Sunday night 
(31) lacked any particularly explo- 
sive material, so he apparently felt 
it necessary to use an even higher 
voltage delivery than usual. It was 
still extremely provocative listening. 
Among his items was «2 prediction 
that the Army will whitewash Gen. 
Lee of the current charges against 
him (Winchell muttered an eloquent 
“Oh, my God” aside comment), quo- 
tations from a patriotism talk he re- 
cently made in a veterans’ hospital, 
a report that Nazi agent George Syl- 
vester Viereck claims to write the 
speeches of Sens. Langer and Wherry 
and a tip that Mayor O’Dwyer will 
be a candidate to succeed Sen. Wag- 
ner. 

As usual, Jergens had an opening 
commercial spot and a major sales 
spiel near the end. The latter an- 
nouncement used male and female 
commercial voices, with announcer 
Hugh James socking the hard-selling 


| pitch. The products mentioned were 


Jergens lotion and under-arm cream. 
Ben Grauer, currently out of the 
country, returns to the show as an- 
nouncer next week. Hobe. 


KID’S WORLD 
With Vern Swartsfager, John Hicks, 

Wayne Babb, Joe Hogan, Johnnie 

Kitts, Bob Kennamer, Tommy 

Mills, Bob Sheridan, others 
Writer-Director: John Hicks 
Producer: Roy George 
Sustaining 
KRLD, Dallas 

A program of documentary sta- 
ture, “Kid’s World” constitutes a 
potent contribution to stem the 
spread of juvenile delinquency in 
the Dallas area. Actually, show is 
an offshoot of a wide movement, 
having the support of the entire 
region inasmuch as there’s an actual 
organization which picks up way- 
ward boys and attempts to set them 
straight. 

There’s no hocus-pocus 
session. Interviews with delinquents 
recorded in jail, and talks with 
families of the boys provide a com- 
plete case history that’s dramatically 
presented. There’s fodder for pa- 
rents, social agencies and the public 
at large in what the boys have to 
say. Unfortunately on the session 
caught, regeneration came too late. 
A trio of lads had been sentenced 
for a total of 18 years for a series of 
armed robberies: Their talks served 
the purpose of pointing out that 
crime doesn’t pay to other boys, 
which in itself serves a useful pur- 
pose. 

Leader in this movement 
Texas pastor, Vern Swartsfager, 
known as the Padre. He has formed 
an organization Gremlin Club, to 
keep the kids in line, help former 
delinquents get started again. Club 
has its own kangaroo court which 
metes out punishment to malefac- 
tors, generally by putting them in a 
boxing match. Other. program by 
the organization “Kid’s World Court” 
describes their judicial proceedings. 

This airshow represents an ex- 
ceedingly high type of public serv- 
ice programming and could be re- 
peated in other cities throughout the 
country inasmuch as juve delin- 
quency is a national problem. 


in this 





FAIR WEATHER HOUR 
With Rosalind Marquis, Bill Pickett, 

Kenneth Meeker, Bob Flournoy, 

Fair Weather Quartet, Robert Hut- 

sell’s Orch 
Writer: Jack Brooks 
Producer: Peter Disney 
25 Mins.; Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
FEHR BREWING CO. 
WHAS, Louisville 

(Benson & McClure) 

Probably the most ambitious com- 
mercial show on this 50.000 clear 
channel CBS outlet, 25 minute suds 
stanza packs a lot of wholesome 
listening into the abbreviated half 
hour (cut five minutes short to ac- 
commodate the Johns-Manville news 
shot from CBS). Session is scripted 
by Jack Brooks, currently ae pro- 
gram director for a Lexington. Ky. 
station, and he turns in a profes- 
sional job. Stresses the quality of 
the sponsor’s product, particularly in 
combination with fine food. and as 
an adjunct to parties, picnics, and 
family gatherings. a slant which 
never strays over the border line of 
good taste. 

Program’s title fs a natural. as is 
the opening and closing bars by the 
male quartet “For It's Always ‘Fehr’ 
Weather.” At show caught, vocalist 
Rosalind Marquis displayed plenty 

(Continued on page 40) 
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‘No More Kestens Around: CBS 


CBS’ promotion-advertising exec 


the conviction—long shared by the network—that 


tough man to follow.” 


situation has resolved itself into 
“Paul Kesten’s a 


Since, years ago, Kesten moved up, and 
eventually retired from the network operation, CBS, 


in a multiple 


turnover of executives, has tried to duplicate the inspirational quali- 
ties that went into the web’s top promotional job. Without admitting 
s0 in so many words, CBS now has practically resigned itself to an 
awareness that “there aren’t any more Kestens around.” 

Latest of the promotional-advertising execs relinquishing the berth 


~is Dave Fredericks, who has been 


CBS says they’re not even going to try to get a new man. 
who handled the job prior to Frederick's entry, 
It’s the opinion of the web echelon that Golden, and 
is a man of considerable talents with 
But the quest for another Kesten 


Golden, 
taking over. 
for that matter Fredericks, 
proper promotional know-how. 
has definitely ended. , 


transferred to other activity. And 
William 
is again 


Meanwhile the web is continuing its search for a top operator, 
preferably a man with agency background, to move in on sales- 
programming as liaison -between the sales and program depts. and 


clients and agencies. 
crack. 


That, too, CBS concedes, 


is a tough nut to 








Radio-Conscious AFL Planning 
Major Drive Vs. Taft-Hartley Law 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


The chip-heavy American Federa- 
tion of Labor is getting ready to dish 
out another healthy block of dough 
for purchase of radio time to defeat 
the Capitol Hill solons who voted 
for the Taft-Hartley Act. The usually 
conservative Federation, which got 
its feet wet in radio with a $400,000 
ether campaign to block passage of 
the T-H legislation last June-July, 
is writing off that abortive attempt 
as “too little and too late.” How- 
ever, enthusiastic audience response 
to that initial flier has apparently 
sold the DAR of trade unions on 
radio as a propaganda medium. As 
a result, the AFL is about to break 
with the past, become an active po- 
litical partisan and spark an all-out 
ether fight to upset the labor law. 

Teeoff is expected this week in a 
radio address by George Meany. 
The AFL secretary, who worked 
closely on this summer’s radio cam- 
paignh, will make the first affirmative 
plug for funds in a recommendation 
to the AFL’s all-powerful executive 
board, which meets in Chicago next 
week. And, if the executive board 
backs him up, Meany is expected to 
have little trouble selling the AFL 
membership on the idea when they 
get together at their Frisco conven- 
tion in October. Same technique of 
pooling talents of the AFL enter- 
tainment unions to produce the 
shows—with each performer accept- 
ing the lowest union rate for his 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Richards to Package, Sell. 
Time on Trio of 50 Kw’s; 


‘Blanket the Nation’ Bally 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 

Pitching for national accounts, | 
G. A. Richards plans to “package’’ | 
his three 50,000-watt stations, KMPC, 
Los Angeles; WJR, Detroit, and 
WGAR, Cleveland, as a unit. Over- | 
all promotion being planned will 
stress the combination, rather than 
stations singly, aim being to impress 
that Richards’ enterprises virtually 
blanket the nation. 

The Stanley Boynton Co., of De- 
troit, is currently working out de- 
tails of the plan, first discussed at a 


managements of all three, and over 
which Richards himself presided. 
Promotional campaign will probably 
break around the first of the year. 
heavy concentration being planned 
in trade journals, etc. 











CORWIN’S UN SHOW 


TO GET CBS AIRING . 


Norman Corwin's specially tran- | 
scribed United Nations show will be) 
aired on CBS on Tuesday night, Sept. | 
16, in the 10-10:30 period, with a live | 
pickup by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. 

Program, describing the results of 
the UN General Assembly and the) 
forecast for the next Assembly, will | 
get a world-wide distribution. 
will transcribe the Corwin show, 
with platters being sent to other | 
parts of,the globe. 
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‘to do. 
is a comedy shut ‘sneaiiales and | 
Another | 


, Philip Wylie. . 
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Toni Technique: 
Integrating Show 
To Fit the Plug 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Toni Permanent Hair Wave, 


Belding, is reversing the process of 
selecting a program. The custom 
has been to first buy a show and 


|} then see about integrating the com- 


mercial. For the 11-11:15 a.m. strip 
which Toni bought on NBC last 
week the account will base its 
choice of a soap opera on how snugly 
or effectively the plug itself fits into 
the show. 

The Schwerin organization, with 
| whieh Toni recently signed a con- | 
tract, will have the task of testing 
the idea. Candidate soapers with 


ithe commercials dubbed into the) 
audition records will be played for | 


audience panels and the reactions 
(Continued on page 38) 


MAX WYLIE PASSES UP — 
MBS POST TO FREELANCE. 


Max Wylie, until recently with | 
Young & Rubicam, has since ac- 
cepted and then turned down a pro- 
duction supervisory job with the 
Mutual network, in order to devote 
full time to writing. 
ments include fiction, magazine arti- 
cles and several book reviews, as 
well as audition scripts for radio 
and work on a legit play. He figures 
his present commitments will re- 
uire about a year, full time. 

The Mutual job, which Wylie first 
agreed to take but reconsidered and 





refused, is said to have called for a} 


big salary. However, 
the various freelance writing stints 


will pay off higher and, in any case, | 


are something he’s long w anted time 


sal af 


progressive education. 
|play, “The Greatest of These,” was 


but dropped. 
Wylie is a brother of novelist 


os f 


His assign- | 


he believes | 


BARGAIN BASEMENT LICENSES 





‘Airwaves Heavy With Smoke as Cig 


Their Best Showing 











| Day may Pcie i tia Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
| licensees will be trading their radio Call it an oddity, irony or 
station permits for not much more what you will but ABC last 
than the price of a new car, if the week sold a piece of time that 
present trend continues. In the past} will evoke both anguish and tit- 
three weeks, the FCC has been on tering. Right after Drew Pear- 
the receiving end of at least a son goes on his prediction binge 
dozen requests to barter off licenses and before Jimmie Fidler gives 
and construction permits at what| out with his exclusives—in be- 
look like rock bottom prices. tween, mind you—a chap selling 
| Apart from the price factor, there| 01 shampoo will shriek, “don't 
|is an unusual amount of just plain} you believe it.” That's the name 
horse-trading among permit-lolders. | of the show and the sponsor 
A lot of stockholders are backing out | won't change it. If they. don't 
| 





of new station bids, new money like their neighbors they can 
| (though not much of it) is coming} always move. 
in. In other instances, well-known | 


radio figures, who have bought and | 

















tossed their hats into the transcrip- ' 
| tion ring. 
Cowan's upswing into the bigtime 





sold one or more stations during the ¢ 
lush war years, are appearing as po- owan S “Way 
tential buyers of new station prop- | 
erties. All of which is making rec | 
sit up and take notice, particularly R | t T 
on the “license trafficking angle.” 0S er mpe us 0 
Another unioue angle is the up- 
| surge in swapping of mere construc- 
| tion permits at what looks like no T ti Bi 
more than the organizational costs ranscrip on 1Z 
of getting the original corporation 
together. As the competition gets Emergence of the Louis G. Cowan 
touzther, the bidders appear to be| transcription busineSs from a single 
getting scared and trying, at least,| show (“Murder at Midnight”) opera- 
to salvage their investment. tion one year ago to a current eight- 
Here are a few of the transfer ap- | Program showcasing with billings 
plications which have reached FCC | covering 375 stations throughout | 
in the past week: 
| z: Clarenee L. Menser, ! the fall an winter 
i veepee in charge of programming, Steet ‘tieieeuentinds 
| anplied to take over the c.p. of sta- |? hin th — 
tion WBLW. Lake Worth, Fla., tor | Within the trade that the open-end | 
: ety” |transcription biz, aimed‘ at 
$10,214 in cash and a promise to pay | : : ‘ 
‘ , : (sponsorship, will reflect itself in 
off outstanding obligations (about | inprecedented <a 
$2500 worth to station’s radio law- ; sy 
| yer and engineer). James Edmund- 
son. who masterminded the original 
apnvlication, says he is getting out of | 
radio because of bad health. If FCC | 
| eoproves, Menser will move to Lake is also evidenced by his “live pro- 
| Worth and supervise the station. gramming” activities; which will 
| WBLW was authorized last April, include an upcoming “FRD America” 
| 2. Elsewhere in Florida, the Wab-|farm show series scheduled for a 
ash Broadcasting Corp. put in a bid | Mutual teeoff next month, with most 
| for the license of 10-month-old|of the programs originating from 
WDHL, Bradenton, for a bare $70.-|WGN in Chicago. Also on tap is a 
000. Station, a fulltime outlet, has| new show tabbed “Mr. Unknown.” 
|/a net income under $3,000 for its ten The Cowan transcription roster 
ee" on the air. 
3. In Michigan, owners of WABJ,/|disk jockey show for five or more 
ae wanted the FCC okay to} full hours a week (it preems Sept. 


| through its agency, Foote, Cone & transfer this fulltime station to one |8 on 150 stations, with WMCA, N.Y., 


James Gerity, Jr., for $62,000. In| carrying it 12 hours a week): the 
| Flint, Mich., the Drohlich brothers,|“Murder at Midnight” half-hour | 
present owners of WWOK applied | mystery package; “Smiths of Holly- 
|to sell it to the Cooperative Radio | wood,” the half-hour situation com- 
'Co. of Houston, Tex., for $100,000. 
|The Drohlichs earlier sold KDRO,| Marshall and Harry VonZell; “Red 
Sedalia, Mo. They claimed that with | Ryder,” the half-hour comic-strip 
at least seven other grants in the western; “David Street Song Shop,” 
| Flint area they are unwilling to con- | |quarter-hour musical; “Theatre of 
ltinue a hazardous radio operation.| Famous Radio Players.” prestige 
_They expected to get their station on | dramatic series; “Barbershop Har- 
the air for $40,000 but actually spent monies,” 15-minute musical and 
over $80,000 with the hikes in con- | Gaslight 











struction and labor costs. povernnon five-minute sports com- 
fgg Bernard Johnpell, rfe- 

cently authorized to build a local . : ae 

‘walter in Liberty, N. ¥.. applied to! Waring Shift to Give NBC 

| Sullivan County Broadcasting Corp. 
for a sales ticket covering his actual : f 

letters of the Liberty station are While Hiking Show Rate 
WVOS. Fred Waring’s morning NBC show | 
123 other cases by actual FCC count. | Sept. 29, when it moves from the 11 
t- looks like the “gold rush” days in|@™. (opposite “Breakfast in Holly- 

s The three-way Breneman, Waring 

and Arthur Godfrey (CBS) opposi- 


4. In New York state. ex-news- mentary. 
assign his construction permit to the ‘ > 
A Sock Curtain-Raiser 
| organizational expenses. The call 
The situation can be duplicated in 8ets off the Tom Breneman hook | 
radio are definietly over. wood”) period to 10 a.m. 
tion programming has consistently 





Sponsor Trouble Causes tthe former In ete 
wi the lates oopvers showing 
Russell ‘Break’ Bowout oer with a 41 for the first 


15-minute segment and 4.5 for the | 

Chicago, Sept. 2. (latter quarter, while Waring snared | 
Sponsor trouble caused Connie 39 for the American Meat Institute 

| Russell, chanteuse, to bow out of the |sponsorship days and 3.3 under the 
finals for the NBC “Big Break” show. | Minnesota Canning bankrolling. God- 
| Singer was one of the four con-| frey’s Chesterfield stanza has a 2.7. 
Variety of factors were ifvolved in 
ithe Waring shift, with the imminent 
| McLaughlin House Coffee, which ‘sale of the 11 a.m. segment. of course. 
'air Miss Russell locally, nixed the not the least among therm. NBC. too. 
deal when it found out that she!on the basis of the Waring top audi- 
would have to miss several broad-/}ence pull in the mountain zones, 
casts here in order to appear in N. Y. | when he’s heard at 8 a.m.. 


|testants due to originate Sept. 7 from | 
| New York. 


| was going to get big break at last. | sock curtain-raiser on the day. 


| Figured that was what they were| “Katie’s Daughter,” formerly heard 
paying her for all this time. ‘at 10, moves into 11:15, 


the country, offers evidence anew of 
ex-NBC the competitive situation shaping up 
among the! 
It’s the opinion | 
local | 
returns during | 


| the °47-’48 semester, particularly now | 
| that top show biz personalities have | 


includes the new Tommy Dorsey | 


edy with Arthur Treacher. Brenda | 


Quartet, and the Joe) 


put the former in the rating lend. | 


feels the | 
BBC |tried out on the road last spring, | Sponsor also chilled to idea that gal |10 o’clock eastern slotting gives it a | 


# The new broadcasting season finds 
the cigaret companies more firmly 
}entrenched in radio than at any 
|previous time. They’ve been buy- 
jing up shows—daytime and night- 
|time—at an accelerated pace within 
|the past couple of months. indicative 
jot a competitive era that’s probably 
'unprecedented. All told, the net- 
works are pocketing additional mil- 
|}lions in billings this fall as the 
lciggie firms tee off their multiple 


| programming roster. 


Chesterfield’s “Supper Club” on 
|CBS has long satisfied its client as 
ja solo network effort, but now has 
}splurged into the daytime field with 
{the cross-the-board bankrolling of 
|the Arthur Godfrey CBS show. 

American Tobacco (Lucky Strikes 
and Pall Mall) is practically shoot- 
jing the works. Besides Jack Benny 
and “Hit Parade,” Jack Psar joins 
the fall-winter roster as an LS’MFT 
| standard-bearer, with Pall Mall hik- 
ing its budget to take on the high- 
priced “Best Show of the Year” 
reprise program. 

Philip Morris,*already entrenched 
|with a flock of network commer- 
cials, including Milton Berle on 
NBC, “Crime Doctor” and “It Pays 
to be Ignorant” on CBS, and “Heart's 
Desire” on Mutual, is in the market 
|for an additional show, aimed spe- 
cifically at the under-21 age cus- 
tomer bracket. 
| Old Gold has the $17,500-budgeted 
‘Frank Morgan-Frances Langford-Don 
Ameche CBS show on tap and Camel 
goes to the post with “Screen Guild 
Players,” Bob Hawk and a 15-minute 
idaily segment of Paul Whiteman on 
|ABC, Raleigh repeats with both 
|\Red Skelton and “People Are 
Funny.” 


GOLD RUSH DAYS 
OF RAL GONE Companies Make 











Ask New Method 
In License Bids 


Washington, Sept. 2 

An FCC Bar Assn. Committee has 
recommended a brand new method 
of handling new station bids which, 
lit adopted by the Commission, may 
revolutionize present methods of 
| processing station requésts. 

Committee has suggested that, once 
an application is fi'ed, all standard 
broadcast bidders be required to ad- 
vertise the fact twice a week for 
| three weeks in their hometown pa- 
per. FCC would wait 90 days after 
| the date on which the bid was filed, 
and then announce flatly that no 
competing requests would be con- 
sidered for that channel. FCC eni- 
| neers and lawyers would then proc- 
ess the request. regardless of eny 
conflicting bids which might be filed 
before a construction permit could 
be handed out. 
| As the Bar Assn. committee sees it, 
this would give everybody fair warn- 
ing when a new bid is filed, and at 
the same time speed up FCC action 
on applications. It would also tend 
to discourage last-minute filing of 
block applications, which now tie 
FCC’s hands for years et a time 

The recommendation has been for- 
warded to the Commission informal- 
| ly, but has not yet gone before the 
executive committce of the Bar Assn, 
| The exec committee must okay the 
| procedure before it becomes official. 
| Idea was advanced by committee 
| composed of radio a:torneys Leonard 
| Marks, chairmen; Philip Bergson, 
| Francis Welch, Omar Crooks, David 
| Tolman and Robert Irwin. 


JAP RADIO AIDS IN INFO 
ON U.S. ARMY WAR DEAD 


Tokyo, Aug. 19. 
| Jap radio stations last week were 
enlisted in a new role—that of aid- 
ing in the. recovery of bodies of 
'American war dead still buried in 
Nippon. 

Stations daily devote spot ane 
nouncements urging Japs to volun- 
'teer information regarding burial 
spots to U. S. Army personnel. Of- 
ficials believe almost all bodies have 
| been located, but are making one 
final, far-reaching search just to 
make sure. 
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WHAT PUBLICITY! 


Sammy Kaye and his popular So You Want to Lead a Band pro- 
gram are making news. Exciting news! Millions of radio listeners 
have been reading big feature stories in leading national magazines 
about Sammy and his great variety show. What’s more, they're 


tuning in... and they love it! Seems like everybody wants to lead 
a band! 





LOOK had a wonderful 3-page word-and-picture story re- 
cently! Here’s a sample: 7 


“It’s a musical free-for-all, this So You Want to Lead a Band. 
It’s also a chance for every would-be bandleader to get his hands 
on the conductor’s stick. And if his creative instincts are not sat- 
isfied, his practical ones are. To the winner goes a chance at fairy- 
tale prizes. 


‘The contestant list of So You Want to Lead a Band reads like 
the classified directory. Taxi drivers, ministers, undertakers, 
jockeys, teachers and school kids have all been on the program. 


So have bus drivers, bartenders and plumbers. The youngest was 
13, the oldest 73.” 


And in NEWSWEEK a few weeks ago did you see the big fea- 
ture story on page 82 titled “They Lead the Band’’? It tells the 
details (complete with photos) of the thrilling finals at Carnegie 
Hall of this year’s national amateur bandleader contest. 





The winner—his prizes included a two-week trip to the Do- 
minican Republic, a television set, matched luggage, a lady’s ward- 
robe valued at $750, an outboard motor, matched golf clubs, ten- 
nis racquets, a badminton set, a week’s stay in New York, a spe- 
cially engraved watch and cigarette lighter! — was Rodney An- 
drews, a 17-year-old high school graduate from Dayton, Ohio. 























WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY! 


Some smart advertiser is going to make hay with Mr. Kaye! Here’s 
a show for sale that 1s already established, already a hit; there are 
no chances to take. 





SO YOU WANT TO LEAD A BAND has two other unique ad- 
vantages. First, the sponsor—with Sammy Kaye as his star sales- 
man—can do a tremendous LOCAL PROMOTION job. The pro- 
gram is broadcast from cities all over the nation. In each city there 
are newspaper stories, store displays, and plenty of word-of-mouth 
publicity. Under sponsorship there could be a big sales meeting, a 
banquet, a dance after the broadcast for dealers and their wives, 
etc. Think of the thrill for the wholesaler who is playing host in 
his city—think of the goodwill, the increased interest in the spon- 
sor’s product. Imagine having city after city declare a holiday when 
YOUR salesman comes to town. And, of course, SO YOU V/ANT 
TO LEAD A BAND is a natural for television! Imagine what fun 
it will be when audiences can see as well as hear the contestants in 
action! 





WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR! 


SO YOU WANT TO LEAD. A BAND is for sale. If you’re on the 
lookout for a big-time variety show with the added advantage of 
local promotion, don’t delay: write, wire or phone for complete de- 
tails to ABC Program Department, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York City. 





American Broadcasting Company 
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Celluloid? Net in Place Radio-Type 
Seen Closer Due to Fairbanks Films 





Replacement of the radio-type net- # 
work for television by a “celluloid 
network” established by individual 
advertisers was seen in the trade 
this week via interest shown by ad- 
vertisers in the recently-disclosed 
Jerry Fairbanks films produced spe- | 
eifically 

Although no deals have yet been | 





for video. 


inked for the films, McCann-Erick- | 
gon’s Russ Johnston, Fairbanks’ | 
spokesman in New York, revealed | 


that at least one topcoin advertiser | 
has sought exclusive rights to the | 
first series of pictures. Advertiser. | 
Johnston said, wants to place them 
on every station curréntly in opera- 
tion, with the intent of adding each 
new station as soon as it begins 
broadcasting. If the plan goes 
through, therefore, stations tied in 
with NBC, CBS, DuMont, Mutual 
and the other tele “webs” would all 
be running the same shows, but the 
network thus set up would be con- 
trolled by the individual advertiser 
ard not by a single broadcasting 
ou fit. 

Radio nets, as they’re known to- 
day, came into being through the 
necessity of local stations to affiliate 
themselves with a network that | 
could offer them topdrawer shows | 
on which they could make a profit, | 














MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
It Pays to Be. Ignorant, 
Scotland Yard, MBS. 

Variety (Aug. 27): “Harry Salter’s 

sock musical job on the CBS ‘We 

Went Back’ documentary still excit- 
ing considerable trade comment.” 
Direction-M.C.A. 


CBS; 








scriptions in the early days of the 
AM medium had been. developed to! 
their present technical excellence, | 
the present radio nets would prob- | 
ably have developed only for air- 
ings of on-the-spot pickups, such as 
sports events. With film forming 
video’s transcriptions, it’s believed 
entirely possible that tele networks 
comparable to those in radio will 
only exist for the same type of on- 
the-spot show. | 

Entire premise, of course, is based | 
“ on the question of whether filmed 
shows will play as large a part in 
tele programming as film proponen 
optimistically hope they will. 
There’s still much to be said, it’s 
argued, for the belief of top NBC, 
DuMont and other tele execs that 
live studio shows offer the typd of 
spontaneity and intimacy that tele 
should have. Question of economics 
is even more important, it’s pointed 
out, since any film show must pre- 
sent quality comparable to that of a 
live show at the same or lower cost 
to the initial producer and to each 
station carrying the program. 

New Rate Card 


In line with that, Johston has re- 
vealed the rate card to be put into 
effect immediately for the Fair- 
banks films. All-embracing rate 
structure has been set up for all 
existing stations and for those still 
building, based primarily on the 
number of sets in circulation in each 
city and the population. New York, 
of course, tops the list at $1.500 for 
each film in the series, followed by 
Chicago at $750: Los Angeles, $750; 
Philadelphia, $500; Detroit, $500; 
Washington. $400; St. Louis, $400, 
and Schenectady, $390. Retes are 
a'so given for 30 cities 
construction permits have been 
g ~nted, ranging from $500 for San 
F -ncisco to $100 for Ames, Ia. 

Discount of 10% of the toial is to 
be given for any advertiser buying 
the films for five or more markets: 

15% of the total for 10 or more 
markets. and 20% for 20 or more. 
Under Fairbanks’ present plans of 
lensing only 17 films in each series 
at the outset and permitting two 
reneat showings of each film gratis, 
Johnston pointed out, an advertiser 
buying the service for N. Y. would 
pay only $590 a showing. And that. 


Johnston pointed out. If radio wan | 























he declared, is certainly much less}. 


than the production cost of a 20- 
minute live show. 

Johnston declared that a celluloid 
network such as he envisages would 
only be a temporary expediency but 
exvressed the belief that film would 
enioy at least a three-year pcriod 
all its own, when stations will be 
linked together largely through film. 
“We can't kid ourselves,” he de- 
clared. “Television must develop as 
a network. If television is going 
to be of value to the people of the 
U. S.. they must be able to see the 
world series, the championship 
fights, races, etc.. as they occur.” 

High cost of the coaxial cable or 


a radio relay, only two systems 
developed thus far for networking 


in which | 
find additional funds for the work- 


SF Pulls in Tele 


Coin Reins; Sez It 
Wants to Research 


Young & Rubicam’s dwindling tel- 
evision billings wilt take it on the 
chin again after Sept. 25, when Gen- 
eral Foods is slated to drop sponsor- 
ship of the Thursday night 8:30 to 9 | 
slot on WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Money 
that G-F saves via the move will be 
channeled into “a more extensive 
televisio research program this 
fall,” according to Howard M. Cha- 
pin, head of the firm’s tele commit- 
tee. 


Y. & R. earlier lost another half- | 
hour on WNBT. when Bristol-Myers 
decided to cancel its sponsorship of 
the “At Home With Tex & Jinx” 
show on Sunday nights. Agency is 
now left with only the Gulf-spon- 
sored “You Are an Artist’ show, 
which is aired on WNBT Thursday 
nichts from 9 to 9:10. G-F, mean- 
while, continues as sponsor of the 8 
to 8:30 Thursday night slot on WNBT 
through Benton & Bowles, the 
weather signals on DuMont and as 
co-sponsor with Ford of the Dodger 
baseball games over CBS tele. 


Decision to drop the half-hour time 
segment doesn’t mean that G-F is 
losing interest in tele, Chapin de- 
clared. With the firm’s decision to 
conduct more research into the me- 
cium, however, it was necessary to 


from the fixed video budget, and so 
the time was dropned. G-F tele di- 
rector didn’t snecify what form the 
“expanded research” was to take. 
but-it’s believed to have been started 
alreadv via a “television diary” 
which B. & B. has mailed out to tele 
set owners throughout metropolitan 
New York. Since the only tele show 
handled by B. & B. is that of G-F, 
it’s believed that at least a part of 
the funds for this type of research 
will come from the food organiza- 
tion. 

Diary is to contain a record of tele- 
viewing of each family, its guests 
and neighbors who might drop in to 
watch a show. Set owners are asked 
not to change their habits of viewing 
because of the diary, but to keep an 
| accurate record of viewing by 15- 
/minute periods of times when the 
| set is turned on, the station tuned in 
|and who is viewing. B. & B. “in- 
| vestigator” is to collect the diaries at 
| the end of each week. Under the 
“who is viewing” category, set own- 
ers are left space to differentiate be- 
tween men and women and children 
| from 5-11 years and 12-18. 











Detroit — Oldsmobile Motor Co. 





live shows, have yet to be proved 
economically, he pointed out. “Al- 


available now,” 


of the Univ. of Michigan 


 sebbeaaeeah naa naias 


_ 

ee e 4 
Television Reviews ~ 
90450000000 


AMERICAN LEGION PARADE 
Producer: Bill Garden 
570 Mins.; Saturday (30), 9 a.m. 
WNBT-NBC, N. ¥. 
WNBT established a new mara- 
thon record of some kind in cover- 
age of the American Legion parade 
in New York last Saturday (30). 
Station went on the air at 9 a.m., 
when the 13-hour affair started, 
took a four-hour break at 2 p.m. to 
pick up the Davis Cup tennis finals 
and then returned to the parade at 
6 p.m. to remain on the air until 
the last weary Legionnaire had 
dragged his tired dogs past the re- 
viewing stand at 10:3( Saturday 
night. 
As with other such events, tele 
coverage was comparatively a sim- 
ple affair, requiring only the train- 
ing of cameras on the centre of 
activity and. keeping them there. 
Despite that, the NBC crew _per- 
formed an admirable job. Outfit did 
as much as possible to break up the 
boring aspects of watching hun- 
dreds of thousands of marching 
Legionnaires, bands and drum and 
bugle corps parade past the corner 
of Fifth avenue and 4lst street, by 
employing a constant variety of 
shots. Crew also brought in as much 
human interest as possible, cutting 
to the reviewing stand and specta- 
tors at intervals, getting full screen 
closeups of the pretty drug major- 
ettes for cheesecake effects ad fol- 
lowing the moppet majorettes in 
their baton-twirling antics. 
Three cameras were located at 
strategic points around the review- 
ing stand. Announcer Jim Stevenson 
confined his.remarks to an occa- 
sional explanatory note to the au- 
dience, leiting the Legion’s loud- 
speaker system on the scene pro- 
vide most of the description. Show 
must have represented a hefty out- 
lay of money by NBC for air time 
and facilities and the station is to 
be commended for an all-out job of 
public service programming. Stal. 





DAVIS CUP TENNIS 
With Bob Stanton, announcer 
Producer: Garry Simpson 
120 Mins.; Saturday (30), 2:15 p.m. 
RCA-VICTOR 
WNBT—NBC, N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
WNBT broke into its all-day cov- 
erage of the American Legion 
Parade up New York's Fifth avenue 
Saturday (30) afternoon to bring 
viewers the finals of the Davis Cup 
tennis matches from Forest Hills, 
Long Island. Idea was decidely a 
good one, offering a neat and wel- 
come change of pace from the tiring 
AL parade. , 
As with other sports it covers, 
WNBT production crew has cover- 


(Continued on page 38) 


SHIRTMAKER PACTS 
YANKEE GRID SERIES 


Springs Mills, Inc., men’s shirt 
manufacturers, yesterday (Tues.) 
signed to bankroll all games of the 
N. Y. Yankees’ pro football team 
over WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Eight- 
game schedule tees off Friday (5) 
night with a game between the Yan- 
kees and Chicago Rockets. 

Price of the deal was not dis- 
closed. No ad agency figured in 
negotiations, with WABD toppers 
reportedly working directly through 
Dan Topping, chief representative 
for Col. L. S. MacPhail’s fodtball 
interests. Topping, it’s pointed out, 
is a close friend of Elliott White 
Spring, prexy of the shirt outfit. 

Signing of a sponsor for the Yan- 
kee games exactly reverses the situ- 
ation existing in big-league baseball 
this year. Baseball Yankees and 
Giants went a-begging for sponsors 
throughout the season, while games 
iof the Brooklyn Dodgers over 
| WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) were bank- 
rolled jointly by Ford and Genera] 
Foods. Football Dodgers haven’t 
yet latched on to a sponsor, while 
the Gianis preceded the Yankees by 
several weeks in signing with the 





| Hoffman Beverage Co. for Giant 
broadcasts -over WNBT (NBC, 
Nw 3, 





Tele Package Operation 
Set by Duo in Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
Les Waas and Len Bach. Philly 
ad men, have organized Telepak, a 
new television package show agency 
aimed at snaring biz from small 
budget advertisers who, they feel, 


but disregard the possibilities due 





will sponsor televising of all home | 
| games 
|played at Ann Arbor,-it was an- | material for production at minimum 
though we have network operations | nounced by D. E. Ralston, general | costs 


to relatively high costs of presenta- 
| tion.” 

In this connection, Waas and Bach 
‘said their firm will stess program 
To accomplish 


this, they 


he said, “film will} sales manager of Olds. They will be | added. scripters, directors and talent 


not hold up development of net-/| televised over WWJ-TV. Michigan's | have been lined up as freelance as- 


work operations.” 


schedule begins (27). 


sociates. 


“are greatly interested in television, 





——, 


Western Union Bares Chi-N. Y, 


Tele Web Plans; Rolls 


im 6 Mths. 








EDDY ARNOLD 


“The Tennessee Plowboy and 
His Guitar” 


RCA Victor reeording — artist. 
Singing star Checkerboard Jam- 
boree. 


Breaking all records personal ap- 
pearances. 
Guest artist RCA Victor 
Sunday, September 7, NBC. 
Exclusive Management 
THOMAS A. PARKER 


show, 


. 5 








Austrian-F CB The 
Seen Cueing Client 
Splurge Into Tele 


Naming of Ralph B. Austrian as 
veepee over television for the Foote, 
Cone & Belding ad agency is be- 
lieved to presage the entry of some 
of the top-spending national adver- 
tisers into the tele fold within the 
near future. Austrian was formerly 
prexy of RKO Television. 

F.C.&B., which handles such ac- 
counts as American Tobacco, Lever 
Bros., Armour and Cities Service, 
has had a tele department in the 
past but has yet to produce its first 
show on the new medium. Acquisi- 
tion of Austrian, who’s been active 
in the tele industry almost since its 
inception, means that some of those 
accounts are almost most certain to 
inaugurate tele sponsorship. 

Austrian is currently on the Coast 
but a spokesman for F.C.&B. de- 
clared the agency is currently lining 
up shows for several of its clients 
on different tele stations through- 
out the country. First to go will 
probably be American Tobacco, 
which is slated to institute a one- 
minute spot campaign produced en- 
tirely on film and, with Austrian’s 
known predilection for film over live 
shows, it’s believed that FIC.&B. 
might advise canned shows for all 
its clients, 

American Tobacco, meanwhile. 
will plug its Luckies on football 
games this fall through the N. W. 
Ayer agency. Firm assigned this 
account to Ayer because the agency 
had sewn up tele rights to all games 
of Army and Notre Dame, both of 
which Luckies wanted to bankroll. 

Austrian, former assistant vee- 
pee of RCA, has been prexy of RKO 
Television since the end of the war. 
He served as chairman of the Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. program 
committee in 1945 and was general 
chairman of the TBA’s second an- 
nual conference last year. He's a 
fellow of the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Engineers, a member of its 
tele committee and has been nomin- 
ated treasurer. He's also a senior 


member of the Institute of Radio 
Engineers. 


KXOK Into Tele 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 
KXOK, owned and operated by 
the St. Louis Star-Times, a p.m. 





| sheet, is prepping to enter the local 


telebroadcast field now oecupied 
solely by KSD, owned and operated 
by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
(Pulitzer), another p.m. rag. 

Firm of Richard W. Hubbell and 
Associates has been engaged by 
KXOK exccs as tele and facsimile 
consultants. Station already is ac- 


‘tive in the facsimile and FM field. 


‘ Chicago, Sept. 2. 
‘Western Union, in a meeting be- 
fore members of the Newspaper 
Television here last. week, revealed 
that it would have a tele net be- 
tween Chicago and New York in 
operation within six months. Web 
calls for three microwave setups: 
one, viagAlbany, Cleveland, and De- 


troit; two, via Pittsburgh, Cleveland 
and Detroit; third, via Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, and St. Louis. Net will 
be the first of a proposed country- 
wide hookup. 


E. Z. Ziezel, Chicago division man- 
ager, revealed that work has al- 
ready started and towers are being 
erected 30 to 60 miles apart. 


Real estate and right-of-way have 
been cleared. Web had been con- 
templated since 1940, but war in- 
terfered with proposed plans. 


The telegraph company will offer 
the facilities, on a leased basis, to 
individual broadcasters or to nets, or 
as a common carried service to sta- 
tions that desire it for short periods 
of time. This will enable sponsors 
to feed programs to stations direct 
at time intervals that they wish. 
WU, which was a spectator at the 
Washington hearings on A. T. & T. 
coaxial rates, said that tariffs for 
their service would be radically 
cheaper. 


Also presented before the group 
was the plan by the four newspaper 
photo agencies to submit still photos 
with added continuity for telecast- 
ing. New service presented by AP, 
UP, INS, and Acme will be avail- 
able to all tele stations. While news- 
reel companies were not present, in- 
dications were that they would sub- 
mit plans for interchange of news- 
reels among stations. 


Delegates who were here for the 
three day exchange of information 
regarding station operations were 
George Burbach and Robert Coe, 
KSD-TV, St. Louis; B. O. Sullivan, 
Daily News Syndicate, N. Y.: C. E. 
Denton and Ken Stowman, WFIL- 
TV, Philadelphia; Woody Magnuson, 
WBEN-TV, Buffalo; R. A. Thorn- 
burgh and R. W. Clapp, WFIL: L. W. 
Herzog, WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee: J. 
Hanrahan, Scripps-Howard, Cleve- 
land; N. H. Swanson, WMAR, Balti- 
more; F. Van Konyenbeyer, WTCN, 
St. Paul; K. Berkley, WMAL, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Harry Bannister; 
WW4J-TV, Detroit; Frank Schrieber, 
Frank Brooks, and Car] Myers from 
WGNA, Chicago, and H. W. Batch- 
elder, WBAL, Baltimore. 


Meeting was one-time shot to dis- 
cuss technical and sales problems. 
Following problems were discussed: 
studio lighting, live vs. film pro- 
grams, production techniques, studio 
construction, microwave links for 
remote pickups, selling and pro- 
graming, and the use of the Zoomar 
lens in television. 


Chi Tele’s Juicy 
Grid Plum; Inks 
American Tobacco 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

WBKB here pulled out the juiciest 
tele plum of the 1947 sports season 
last week with the signing of the 
home games of the Notre Dame and 
Northwestern Universities football 
teams. Games will be sponsored by 
American Tobacco Co. through 
Foote, Cone & Belding. Lineup will 
give Chicago station the heaviest 
game schedule of any video caster 
in the country. 


Schedule includes the coveted 
Army-Notre Dame game Nov. 8. 
Other N. D. games are Iowa-N. D.,, 
Oct. 25 and Tulane-N. D., Nov. 22. 
Northwestern tees off with Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles on 
Oct. 4, followed by Michigan. Oct. 18; 
Wisconsin, Nov. 1, and ending with 


a Dame at Northwestern Nov. 


WBKB also televizes the Chicago 
Rockets, pro football, who opened 
with game against the Los Angeles 
Dons (29). Other contests are Buf- 
falo, Sept. 19; Cleveland, Sept. 26; 
Brooklyn, Oct. 7; New York. Oct. 21; 
Baltimore, Nov. 7, and San Francisco, 








Nov. 21. Remotes are sponsored by 
Keely Brewing. 
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Charlotte « The South's Pioneer Station W “ 


50,000 watts « CBS + Jefferson Standard Broadcasting Co.+ Repre- 
sented by Radio Sales, the Spot Broadcasting Division of CBS 














Day and night, 50,000-watt WBT is the on/y Carolina station that serves the 
entire Piedmont Section—a billion dollar market with over 2,500 factories 
turning out a half-billion dollars worth of goods...with 231,985 farms harvest- 


ing a half-billion dollar cotton and. tobacco crop. 


Within this advertisers’ ““Must Market,’ WBT is... 


FIRST WITH 24.4% MORE PEOPLE ‘Three and a half million people live anu 
work in WBT’s 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area. This is three-quarters 
of a million more people—more by 24.4% —than the total population living 
within the 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area delivered by any other radio 


station in North or South Carolina. 


FIRST WITH 25.0% MORE RADIO FAMILIES More than a half-million 
families own radios in the ninety-five wealthy Piedmont counties that fall within 
the WBT 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area. That’s 25.0% more radio 
families than live in the 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area of any compet- 


ing radio station in the Carolinas! 


FIRST WITH 28.5% MORE RETAIL SALES In 1946, Piedmont people rany 
up $1,370,390,000 in retail sales.* That’s a quarter of a million more— mor 
by 28.5% —than was spent in the 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area « 


any other Carolina station ! 


FIRST WITH 21.7% MORE BUYING POWER In 1946, effective buyin; 
income in WBT’s 50-100% BMB Daytime Area was $2,063,993,000—21.7% 
more than the buying power in the 50-100% BMB Daytime Audience Area of 
any other station in the Carolinas !* y 

To be first in sales in the Carolinas, use W BT— first by far in the Carolina: 
For program availabilities, call us or Radio Sales, the SPOT Broadcastin. 


Division of CBS. 





*Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, May 47 
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Webs Stall Gov't Move vs. AFM 
Pending Meeting with Petrill 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


Reps of the four networks did an 
effective job here last Thursday 
(29) in convincing the Justice De- 
partment that the industry doesn’t 
have a case against James Ceaser 


Petrillo at the present time. As a 
result, it was believed that Justice | 
will make haste slowly in its probe | 
of the AFM _  cezar’s_ prohibition 
against AM-FM duplication until the 
webmen call the signals. 

The net officials came to town 
armed within their contracts, which 


they claimed do not give them a 
clear go-ahead on duplication. Also 
persuasive in their talks with the 
sovernment jurists was an NAB 
Legal Department brief which takes 
‘he position that Petrillo’s wires to 
1e webs can in no way be con- 
ued as a violation of either the 
‘a or Taft-Hartley Acts. Accord- 
‘¢ to this opinion, this test can 
me only if the AFM uses coercion 


to force a station or web which is 
| duplicating shows to take them off 
the air. 

The webmen were also reported to 
| have done a good job in selling Jus- 
| tice on the idea that—contrary to 
| charges levelled by FM Assn. men— 
| they are not in cahoots with Petrillo 
to block the development of FM. 
|It was looked on as significant that 
| Justice did not ask the nets to file a 
| statement. Before the network men 
| came to town, Department men gen- 
|erally predicted that they would fol- 
|low the same procedure used with 
| the FMA reps and ask for a brief on 
| the FM situation. 


Meanwhile, no further develop- 
ments are expected on this end un- 
til the webs have held their sched- 
uled meeting with the AFM chief in 
Chicago next week. It was re- 
ported that Attorney General Tom 
C. Clark has been personally ap- 
proached on the Petrillo FM squab- 








| . . 
ble and shares the networks’ view 


that the Government has no case 
against him at this time. 

On the FMA front, general coun- 
|sel Leonard Marks revealed that he 
'will not file his Petrillo brief with 
‘the Justice Department before the 
| week of Sept. 8 and possibly not 
‘until conclusion of the web-Petrillo 
|parleys in Chicago. Marks had in- 
tended to file it this week, but was 
| called to the Coast on other mat- 
| ters. 
| Web toppers who met here last 
| week with Peter Brown, acting chief 
lof Justice’s Criminal Division in- 
| cluded: Frank Mullen, v.p., and 
Henry Ladner, NBC acting genera) 
counsel; Frank White, v.p., and 
| Julius Brauner, counsel, CBS; 
Robert Kinter, ABC exec veepee, 
land Joseph McDonald, general coun- 


|sel, and Robert Swezey, exec veepee | 


| for Mutual. 





Detroit—Nash Motors Division of 
the Nash - Kelvinator Corp. has 
signed as sponsor of 1947 University 
of Detroit football games over 
WJBK. The schedule will include 
10 games, including contests at Mil- 
waukee. Philadelphia and Tulsa. 





— 


Reinsch in the Dog House? 


It came as no surprise to some top radio execs that President Harry 
Truman left radio adviser J. Leonard Reinsch at home when he took 


off for Rio Sunday (30). 


It is an open secret that the chief executive is still burned up over 
the unfavorable publicity which attended his sudden switch on GOP 


nominations to the FCC last June. 


Reinsch partially responsible. 


And it is also known he holds 


Reinsch is reported to be one of the men who recommended that 
Mr, Truman withdraw the name of Ray C. Wakefield after it had al- 
ready gone to Capitol Hill, a move which followed closely the Presi- 
dent’s speech at Princeton bewailing his inability to keep good .men in 
the Government and the difficulties of building up a Civil Service of 
top-level men. Reinsch’s chagrin that FCC (including Wakefield) had 
turned down his bid for a new station in Cincinnati was reported 


behind his recommendation. 


Pres, Truman is also reported burned up over press reports plug- 
ging Reinsch as FCC’s next chairman, and feels that Reinsch himself 
has been putting bugs in the scribes’ ears. 











Minneapolis—Police and safety of- 
ficials were invited guests at WLOL 
here Tuesday morning to hear MBS 
o*ficials chatter over a closed wire. 
The discussion was over pjans to 
continue the Tom Mix show‘s safety 
campaign—the show on which safety 
reminders are used in place of spon- 
sor commercials, and the localites’ 
reactions and opinions were desired. 
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7 BACK IN HOLLYWOOD 
and AVAILABLE FOR — > 


It’s like old times with The Texas Rangers back in Hollywood. In the 
short time these famous Western singers have been back, they’ve picked up 
their radio career where they left it when they went to war. Already 
they’ve appeared on the CBS Hawk Larabee series, and they have their 
own half-hour Sunday program on KFWB, where they inaugurated that 
station’s new Preview Theatre of the Air series. Having The Texas Rangers 
in Hollywood again is like pre-war days when they starred on such network 

- shows as “The Texas Rangers,” “Under Western Skies,” “Nighttime On 
The Trail” and “Circle G Ranch.” And by the way, the boys notched up 
a 27.4 Hooper at Scranton, Pa., with their famous transcriptions for a 
Monday through Friday strip at 6:30 PM (Fall-Winter, 1946-47). 


RADIO — 


PICTURES 


And the boys have picked up their picture career again, 
too. They’ve just completed their first post-war western — 
“The Last Roundup” with Gene Autry. And that’s like old 
times, when they began their long series of pictures for 


Universal, Columbia and Republic. 
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PERSONALS 


And the boys already are clicking again in personals. Variety 
rates them, “America’s foremost singers of western songs.” 
The Pasadena Star-News described them as“... finest singers 
of western songs in America.” It’s just like the days when 
they starred on the Camel Caravan and on KMBC’s famous 


Brush Creek Follies. 


PUT THEM TO WORK FOR YOU 


The Texas Rangers, America’s foremost singers of Western melodies, are available now in person or 
by transcriptions. Their songs of the West, songs that never grow old, will highlight any production 
«Radio... Stage... or Screen. They are available. 





AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES FOR PICTURES AND PERSONALS — Mitchell J. Hamilburg Agency 





Platter Chatter Midst 
Kitchen Clatter Is Chi 
Station’s Newest Quirk 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Val Sherman, acting program head 
of WBBM, Chicago, has come up 
with a novel twist anent the orig- 
inating point for a disk jockey pro- 
gram. Sherman is planning to spot 
Cliff Johnson, who does an early 
morning platter comment show over 
WBBM daily, in the kitchen of his 
own home. 

Johnson has four daughters, the 
oldest seven, and the plot is to have 
the wife and the .youngsters par- 
ticipate in the program, with the 
chitchat taking place around the 
breakfast table and while Mrs. John- 
son is preparing the older of the 
two girls for school. The records 
themselves will be played from the 
WBBM studios. 


Johnson’s half-hour stint is now 
underwritten by four local accounts. 
These will be reduced to two when 
the program moves its chatter mike 
to the jockey’s home. 


CO-OP PROGRAM GUILD 
OFFERS FIRST PLATTER 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Broadcasters Guild, Inc., the co-op 
program exchange service which 
Don Davis, of WHB, Kansas City, 
and other broadcasters organized 
some months ago, is about to dis- 
tribute for member-station comment 
its first production, a mystery. In 
a letter sent to stations last week 
the Guild asks that the recipients 
play the recording as promptly as 
possible and let it know what they 
think about its quality and suitabil- 
ity and what they estimate they can 
get for the show locally. 

The Guild, which is founded on 
the Book-of-the-Month idea, charges 
the station a membership fee for the 
right to “preview” from 12 to 25 
recorded programs over the space of 
a year. If the station buys any of 
the shows the membership fee is 
deducted from the purchase price 
and if there are no deals consum- 
mated during the course of the year 
the Guild returns the annual fee 
to the broadcaster. 


Plan of the Guild also centers 
around what it terms “preview test- 
ing.” Before accepting a show for 
sales presentation it seeks to make 
sure that all the elements. produc- 
tion, price, etc., conform with the 
consensus of reaction from the memes 
bers. 


ABC Eyes ‘Action Theatre’ 


As ‘Poor Man’s Lux Airer’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Another try at bucking CBS’ 
strong Saturday morning dramatic 
lineup augurs with ABC here, now 
considering “Action Theatre,” a 
“poor man’s ‘Lux Theatre’.” 

As the name implies, the hcur- 
long show would be built around 
screen properties of the action and 
adventure school, familiar to inde- 
pendents, and Monogram has the in- 
side track to supply the majority of 
scripts a la the majors for “Lux.” 

Idea belongs to Don Sharp, who 
buiit it with the Saturday a.m. buck- 
ing plan in mind, aiming the CBS’ 
“Adventure Club,” ‘Armstrong The- 
atre of the Air.” “Stars Over Holly- 
wood” and “Grand Central Station,” 
strong 7:30 to 9:30 a.m! CBS lineup 
that has long withstood assault: by 
opposition nets. For sponsor at- 
tractiveness, show would be broken 
Into quarters for cooperative buys if 
too cosily for solo sponsorship. 











Schenectady — Al Zink, who was 
promoted to program supervisor of 
WGY last year, has been appointed 
supervisor of programs for WRGB. 
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a big audience... 


or SONG! 









117 quarter hours 
for local and regional sponsorship 


You can count on the counter of THE DAVID STREET SONG SHOP for 
fast-moving sales! David Street is the new romantic singing star who 
made an instant hit on the Old Gold and Sealtest shows over NBC. 
He's an outstanding recording artist... the singer Twentieth Century- 
Fox is grooming for top billing in every theatre in the country. (You've 
heard. him in Bing Crosby's ‘‘Going My Way."’) 


There's more! Lucille Norman, bright new NBC star, adds her voice to 
this wonderful 15 minutes of music. Hear familiar tones? It's the Mello- 
Larks, the vocalists whose styling made them famous with Tex Beneke 
and his Glenn Miller Orchestra. Orchestra Magazine rates them the 
singing group of 1947. Another find is the sparkling background music 
of Gene Plummer and his men. , 





Yes, here's the kind of musical show 
that makes your customers say, ‘‘I'll 
buy it!"’ It's easy listening all the way. 
So get your facts today on this high- 
quality, low-cost program. THE DAVID 
STREET SONG SHOP brings the shop- 
pers to you! 
























fon LOUIS G. COWAN, Inc. 


CHICAGO: 8 So. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago 3, W., Randolph 2022 





HOLLYWOOD: Guaranty Buiiding, 
6331 Hollywood Bivd. Hollywood 
28, Calif. Hillside 5337 
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WEW YORK: 485 Madison Ave, 
New York 22, N.Y. Plaza 9-3700 








NOW AND FROM NOW ON THE BEST IN TRANSCRIBED SHOWS 
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KONO, 


KMAC Back in FCC Favor: 


Fewer Comm's, More Live Shows 


Washington, Sept 2. 
Six stations, whose licenses were 
placed on the hook last year in the 
wake of Blue Book pronouncements 
on what constitutes good program- 
ming, now have a clean bill of| 
health. FCC last Friday (29) handed | 
out ré ar renewal licenses to the 
last ...o--KONO and KMAC, both of 
San Antonio, Tex. 
| 
This leaves only William Randolph | 
Hearst's 50-kw WBAL, Baltimore, | 
still on the hook for alleged pro-| 
gram deficiencies... The WBAL| 
license was tabbed for hearing be-| 
fore release of the Blue Book and | 
is now tied up in litigation before | 
the U. S. Court of Appeals. 
FCC rapped both San Antonio sta- | 
tions ‘for over-commercialization, | 
over-spotting, and absence of local 
live talent shows or airings of con- 
troversial issues in the years before | 
1946. However, Commission con-| 
cluded that since the Lone Star sta- | 
tions were put on notice, they have 
“shown an increasing awareness of 
their responsibilities as radio li-! 





censees” and now rate regular three- 
year licenses. 


FCC’s scratch sheet on KONO)! 


shows that before 1946 the station 
carried as many as 2,290 spot an- 
nouncements a week, jamming as 
many as six in a single 15-minute 
period. By 1946, after the FCC hear- 
ing notice came out, station had 
more than halved its count on spots. 
In the future, the Commission said 
KONO has promised a limit of three 
spots totaling not more than two 
minutes in each quarter-hour seg- 
ment. About 13% of its schedule 
between 6 and 11 p.m. will be de- 
voted to local live talent shows. 


The FCC decision made much of 
the fact that throughout its history 
—and this goes for 1946 as well— 
KONO had carried no programs de- 
voted to controversial issues. “The 
manager of the station testified that 
he was aware of no such issues dur- 
ing the year 1946 and that he was 
not approached by anyone who re- 
quested the use of the facilities for 
this purpose.” FCC added, “Under 
KONO’s proposal for programming 
in the future, the views of the sta- 


tion manager upon this subject will 
no longer be followed.” 

As for KMAC, the station carried 
as many as 1,687 commercial spots 
a week in 1945, but had shaved this 
down to aroung 670 in 1946. KMAC 
has now taken the pledge, however. 
Hereafter, it will limit spots to three 
in a 15-minute period, devote 30% 
of its time between 6 and 11 p.m. 
to sustainers, one-third of which will 
be local, live talent airings. KMAC, 
like KONO, has had a change of 
Keart on controversial slots and will 
throw open its mike for some verbal 
slugfests next year. 





Commission also awarded KONO a 
|new FM station permit. The FM bid 
| had been held up pending acting on 
|'the AM renewal license, 





| TED CHAPEAU’S NEW TIEUP 
Jacksonville, Sept. 2. 
Ted Chapeau has resigned as gen- 
eral manager of WJHP here, and 
will join WMBR, Jacksonville CBS 
outlet, after a month’s vacation, as 
director of public relations. He'll 
switch his two programs, “Old Lazy- 
bones” and “The Sky Commuter,” to 
WMBR. 


Chapeau was formerly connected 
with WTOC, Savannah; WBDO, 
Orlando, and WJAX, Jacksonville, 
before joining WJHP in 1940, when 
last named station was established. 








On the basis of these promises,| growing discord. 


| 
j 
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|Carpenter, are 





Coast AFRANS Square Off 
For Hot Local Election 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

A small scale repeat performance 
of the union’s convention battling is 
shaping here among AFRANS as 
Sept. 8 deadline was set for return 
of ballots in election of officers and 
board members. Campaigning looks 
to be the hottest in the chapter’s 


history as the left and right wings 
square off for another round amidst 
Slate, itself, in- 
dicates considerable action as known 
“sides” are lined up in opposition, 

For president, Knox Manning and 
John Brown are named. George 
Backus and incumbent prexy, Ken 
running for first 
v-p. ‘Frank Martin and Lou Merrill 
are opposed for second v-p. Eddie 
Max and Earle Ross are third v-p 
candidates, and Joe Forte and John 
Hiestand seek fourth v-p post. Allan 
Watson is running alone for record- 
ing secretary. Stanley Farrar and 
Paul McVey are after treasurer’s 
job. 

There are 15 actors on ballots to 
fill seven posts representing thesps 
on the board. Three announcers 
will also be named from among 
seven listed and one of two singers 
will be named to rep vocalists. 
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dollar, the following table com- 
pares WGN’s June Baker show with the competing women’s pro- 
grams in Chicago......any WGN representative will gladly identify 
the other programs for you. We believe that radio advertisers today are 
more interested than ever in finding out what their dollars are doing. 


RELATIVE AUDIENCES OF CHICAGO PARTICIPATING PROGRAMS BASED ON NIELSEN RADIO 
INDEX CHICAGO AREA REPORT FOR A FULL YEAR — MAY, 1946, THROUGH APRIL, 1947 


WGN 
JUNE BAKER PROGRAMA PROGRAM B PROGRAM C PROGRAM D 
Aver. Homes per wk. 552,000 275,000 200,000 415,000 335,000 
Cost per week (13 week rate) $400.00 $366.55 $500.00 $600.00 $283.50 
Homes per doliar 1381 747 400 692 1185 
Chicago 11 
A Clear Channel Station... mune 
; 50,000 Watts 
Serving the Middle West 720 
On Your Dial 





Eastern Sales Office: 220 East 42nd Street, New York By, NM. Fe 


West Coast Representatives: Keenan and Eickel 
235 Montgomery 8t., San Francisco4 « 411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles 13 









Mutual Has Flock. 
Of New Shows On 
Revamped Roster 


Mutual unwrapped a string of fall 
show shifts and program injections 
this week; a trio of new stanzas— 
Cal Tinney’s “Stop Me If You've 
Heard This One,” a Zane Grey se. 
ries starring Vic Perrin, and a new 
Morton Downey coke show—plug 
likelihood that a “Racketbusters” 
series currently aired over WHN, 
N. Y. indie, will be inserted in the 
Wednesday night schedule. 

Net totaled up 12 new shows, rep- 
resenting eight hours and 10 min- 
utes of commercial time sales, to 
start in the next month and a half, 
not including three new co-ops. At 
the same time it appeared, how- 
ever, that the web would lose its 
top-rated “Falcon” as result of a 
sponsor (Gem razor blades) bowout. 

“Stop Me,” new jokefest, with Cal 
Tinney, Morey Amsterdam and Col. 
Stoopnagle, is set for a ride in the 
9 p.m. Saturday period in a bid to 
cop some of NBC’s “Can You Top 
This?” following. “Top This,” which 
has had the 9:30 spot on NBC, is be- 
ing shifted to Friday nights. 

Here are the latest changes and 
fills in the Mutual sked, and their 
starting dates where set: 


Sundays 

1 p.m.—News, with Cecil Brown, 
Sept. 28 (an addition to his present 
chores). 

1:15—American Bird Warblers, 
Oct. 19 (formerly at 1). 

1:30-2—For Your Approval, Sept. 
28 (replacing Music For An Hour), 

3.-3:30—Cole Milling variety show, 
format not set. 

8—Alexander’s Mediation Board, 
as co-op, Oct. 5. ; 

8:30—Jimmy Fidler, Sept. 7. 

8:45—News commentator, still to 
be selected. 

9:00—Meet Me at Parky’s, co-op, 
Oct. 19 (originally set to tee off Oct. 
5, but delayed owing to Parkyakar- 
kus being hospitalized for minor op- 
eration). (Spot vacated by “Explore 
ing Unknown.”) 

9:30—Jim Backus Show, goes com- 
mercial (Pharmaco) Sept. 28. 

10-10:30—Voices of Strings, from 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Mondays 

8:30-9—Charlie Chan, goes com- 
mercial (Pharmaco) Sept. 29. 

9:30-10— Did Justice Triumph?, 
Oct. 6 (replacing Guy Lombardo’s 
orch, sponsored by Army Recruiting, 
which is going off). 

11:15-30 — Morton Downey coke 
show, new series, 


Tuesdays 

8— Mysterious Traveler, 
over from Sundays, Sept. 30. 

8:30-9 — Falcon probably to be 
dropped; Official Detective starts 
Sept. 30, if Falcon not renewed. 

9:30—Zane Grey Show, new series, 
Sept. 23. 

19-10:30—American Forum of the 
Air, Sept. 23 (cut down from 45 
minutes to 30, formerly aired at 
9:30). 


moving 


Wednesdays 

8:30-9—Quiet Please, moves over 
Sept. 10 from Mondays (replacing 
Johnny Madero, which is fading). 

9:30—Let’s Go to the Movies, Sept. 
24 (in shift from Thursdays). 

10-10:30 — Racketbusters, 
(now on WHN, N. Y.). 

11:15-30 — Morton Downey coke 
show, new. 


Oct. 1 


Thursdays 

8-8:30—High Adventure, Sept. 11 
(now aired Saturdays). This brack- 
ets it with Scarlet Queen, at 8:30. 

Fridays 

8:15— Barry Gray’s Scout About 
Town, Sept. 26 (shifting from Tues- 
days at 10:15). 

9:30-10—Information Please, as co- 
op, Sept. 26. 

11:15-30 — Morton Downey coke 
show, new. 

Saturdays 

1:45 to conclusion—Army football, 
Sept. 27. 

5-5:30—So This Is Jazz, Sept. 27 
(moving from 2:30). 

6:30-6:45—LaGuardia, co-op, Sept. 
27 (now at 7:45). 

7:30-8 — What's Name of This 
Song?, Sept. 27 (moving from 
Wednesdays at 9:30). 

8:30-9—- Harlem Hospitality Club, 
Sept. 13 (from 2 p.m.). 

9—Stop Me If You've Heard This 
One, new series, Sept. 20. 

9:30-10—The Betier Haif, Sept. 13 
(now at 8:30). 





Detroit— WJR (CBS) announced 
the regular quarterly dividend of 25 
cents a share would be paid Sept. 13 





to stock of record Sept. 3. 
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iB THEY LOVED US IN JULY AND AUGUST... 











$ THEY DID IN FEBRUARY... 

















. NETWORK STATION “A” 


> WHEW 


3. NETWORK STATION “C” 
4. NETWORK STATION “B” 
5. NETWORK STATION “D” 


(8 A.M.-8 P.M.—MON.-SAT. AUGUST PULSE. JULY PULSE, TOO, - 
SHOWS WNEW IN THE SAME POSITION ) 






Hot or cold... 
New York’s 











24 HOURS A DAY 


Represented by John Blair and Compony 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Lily Supove, WNYC director of special events, flew to London Friday 
(29) for a week on the Pan-American special nonstop flight. While 
there she appeared on BBC in its newsreel description of the junket. 
She’s also recording interviews with average British listeners on 
their reactions to BBC’s Third Program dramats, which WNYC is 
picking up, and will play those recordings on her return . ... Harry 
Wismer handling the commentary tonight (Wed.) for ABC on the College 
All-Stars-N. Y. Giants football game, after doing likewise for the Stars- 
Bears Aug. 22 in Chicago over Mutual. Wismer, ABC sports director, 
incidentally, handled last week’s game for Mutual because of the in- 
sistence of Wilson sporting goods, the sponsor. 

Clay Daniel, WNBC producer-director, named production supervisor of 
the station... .“Front Page Farrell” billing on NBC for Whitehall switched 


from Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample agency to Duane Jones... .Roy Danish, 
assistant director of Mutual research, has moved over to Bob Schmid’s 
station relations staff as manager of station information....Bob Wolfe, 


associate radio director of Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, relaxing in Ver- 
mont....Garry Moore’s trying to interest Ransome Sherman, with whqm 
he worked in NBC’s “Club Matinee” several years ago, in reviving the 
show and buying title from NBC....WNBC’s housing documentary 
series, celebing the station’s silver anni, has been slotted in the prime 
Thursday 7:30-8 p.m. period (“Grand Marquee” time) for four weeks, 
starting Sept. 11....Prexy Ed Kobak will unveil Mutual's engineering 
coverage findings at a Waldorf spread for the trade press tomorrow 
(Thurs.)....Mutual’s top femme execs, Elsie Dick and Dorothy Kemble, 
back today (Wed.) from Canadian sojourns....WOR is prepping a docu- 
mentary series, probably of hour-long stanzas, detailing NYC’s public 
service facilities (water system, sanitation, etc.)....Clarence. Worden, of 
CBS’ press info staff, who was a lt. col. in Army PRO during the war, 
has been drafted by the Nat’l Guard to assist its recruiting drive.... 
Scripter Lillian Schoen spending weekends on a Bucks County farm.... 
Arthur Pine, the flack, has been reappointed to the CCNY faculty to 
teach publicity and radio courses....Eileen Palmer, Audrey Egan and 
Arthur Kohl into the “Young.Widder Brown” cast....Virginia Dwyer new 
to “Rose of My Dreams” and Grant Richards added to the “Lora Lawton” 
players....George P. MacGregor, formerly with Coca-Cola and Young & 
Rubicam, annexed by Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample for exec duties on drug 
accounts. 


Frank Cooper and Woody Klose, who just sold “Strike It Rich” to 
Luden’s, have cooked up another audience participationer, “Battle of the 
Ages,” with Ken Roberts as m.c....Leggy Lloyd has turned in her resig- 
nation to WOV sand is checking off her “Wake Up New York” morning 
session. Bill Williams, formerly of WNEW, is taking over, starting 
Sept. 8....Monica Lewis bowed out of the Bloch Party last week to re- 
sume vaude and nitery engagements. No replacement set yet... Les 
Tremayne replacing Dick Kollmer as narrator on the Readers Digest 
show, starting Sept. 11....Arthur Godfrey, who was 44 last Sunday (31), 
was presented on his Chesterfield show last Friday (29) with a big cake 
baked at Colbee’s—with 44 lit cigs stuck in it!....Bob Reid, singer, whose 
show is being knocked out by Robert Q. Lewis’ switch to 2-2:45 p.m. 
Sundays on CBS, will be worked into the Lewis stanza. . 


Review of “Strike It Rich” in last week’s Variety was unjustly critical 
of Todd Russell, m.c. of the show. He did not, as stated, call one of the 
contestants, a Negro, by his last name only, but by his first, as he does 
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RUDY | 
VALLEE 


! PRESENTS THE FIRST 


“TELE-PIC” Production 


‘Pinto Ben’’ 


An innovation in screen-making, combining beautiful color- 
ink sketches, music, and narration, with a fine original poem 


by WILLIGM S. HART. 


fF 


THE FUTURE OF TELEVISION 


inquiries: RUDY VALLEE 
: Equitable Bldg.——Hollywood 28, Calif. 















































with all male participants....The Stephen Frys to Canada this week to 
have their visas renewed. They're English subjects....Harry Maizlish in 
from the Coast. . 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Charlie Morin and Roy Maypole finally sold the Hollywood Brown 
Derby on the idea of doing a daily broadcast from the main dining room 
at the peak lunch period. It'll be an interview and gossip session, with 
Maypole presiding as “Cholly Wood of Hollywood.” It will be offered 
to all four nets as a sustainer until a sponsor latches on....Howard Petry 
won the audition over 25 announcers for the Judy Canova show, the 
spot made vacant when Kay Kyser moved end-on to Judy and Verne 
Smith no 9.5 man on the 100. He’ll continue to do the other Colgate 
shows....Wildroot renewed “Sam Spade” for another quarter from Sept. 
26....Marjorie Grant of the McKee & Albright staff gets hitched this 
week toe Jack Geyer, L. A. Times sports writer....Hubbell Robinson in 
town to look over the Coast CBS setup and rub noggins with Ernie Martin 
and his production staff....Amos Baron resigned his sales managerial 
post at KECA after three years to be commercial manager of KSDJ, San 
Diego ...L. G. Moseley, who formerly handled the Armour account in 
Chicago for Foote, Cone & Belding, named manager of the agency’s 
Frisco office, succeeding Herbert Reynolds, retiring after 17 years with 
FCB in S.F. to do freelance writing....Only yes man in Hollywood with 
a southern accent is Y&R’s Bob Hussey. Spell it backwards and you'll 
see....Hi Averback drew the call as announcer for the new Jack 
Carson-Sealtest exhibit....Ed Cashman was rushed in to produce last 
week’s Sealtest show while Bob Redd lay sick....It can be officially 
denied that Mannie Manheim and Charlie Isaacs will write the Al Jolson 
scripts down on one knee....Artie Auerbach (Kitzel) has been signed 
through ’48 by Jack Benny and he gets paid whether he’s written in or 
out of the script....Forty colleges around the country are using the vol- 
ume on radio announcing by Art Gilmore and “Doc’’ Middleton as a text 
on the subject and a second printing is coming up....Bob Hope dropped 
three of last season’s writers and will try out fresh talent with new 
ideas... Frank DeVol drew the music assignment on the Sealtest show.... 
Walter Craig around for the kickoff of Burns and Allen....Bill Burch of 
the Gene Autry show and Truth or Consequences became a papa for the 
first time....Plymouth is planning to have a record cut of Alan Young’s 
capers not knowing, perhaps, that Texaco gets first refusal if he’s offered 
around....It is suggested by one producer of a late afternoon show 
going east that the audience be fed before the light goes on. He holds 
that they don’t laugh as hard on empty stomaches. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


“Platter Party” featuring Linn Burton, replaced “Rhythm at Random” 
on WENR Sept. 1. Program originates on Mondays from WENR studios 
and four times weekly from the Hotel Sherman’s College Inn ee 
Margaret Harris, three-year old sepia pianist who made her debut here 
last week, guested on “Wpman in the News” Tuesday (26)... Cynthia 
Cline, grown-up Quiz Kid, object of several parties’ at studios to help 
celebrate announcement of her engagement When Jim Conway 
vacations, Fahey Flynn will pitch in as shopper interviewer on “Shopping 
with the Missus.” ... Pat Millbank joins the list of Chi contestants on 
the “Big Break” Sept. 7... “Fact or Fiction” with Myron Wallace as 
narrator has received renewal from Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co. 
for another 52 weeks ... WBBM’s “Musical Clock” show now conducting 
contest to rename broadcast, to date has received over 600 suggestions 
.. . Marilyn Palmer, of the “Northerners” doubling at television station 
WBKB as dancer . . . Dave Garroway, who pilots the “11:60 Club” on 
WMAQ, has been seen around town sporting flowing cape in addition 
to his corduroy suits and beep bop glasses ... Nannette Sargent inter- 
viewed by Tommie Bartlett on “Meet the Stars” ... Don McNeill of 
the “Breakfast Club” was emcee at the Chi Federation of Labor celebra- 
tion in Soldiers’ Field on Labor Day ... The interview section of 
“Famous Names” resumes Sept. 8, and will again originate from the 
Blackstone hotel, with Myron Wallace asking the questions . . . Leon 
Schooler, former radio director of Roosevelt College, appointed director 
of radio division of the Chi Community Fund, with Don Herbert as 
asst. .. . Virginia Renaud in Canada and Madelyn Masters in California 
on vacations. Both with WBBM ... Adele Scott joined the “Adventurers 
Club” as organist .. . George Janda appointed mew radio director for 
Agency Service. Formerly statistics writer for Bert Wilson and Jack 
Brickhouse, sports commentators . . . Shelby Gordon of the “Lights Go 
Out” show in Massachusetts for rest ... Miles Laboratories took 52-week 
renewal on “Quiz Kids” show .. .-William Flynn, brother of Fahey 
Flynn of WBBM, now with station WIBU, Madison, Wis. ... Sealy 
Mattress Co., sponsors of “Mr. and Mrs.,” will air a new 15-minute 
show over WGN, five times weekly beginning Sept. 8. Although time 
is set, program title or details have not been announced. i 

Jay Walker and Dr. George Washington Crane, both of whom have 
daily programs on WGN, together with John Toothill, of the Burns-Smith 
rep firm, are putting out religious phono albums under the name of Spire 
Record Co....Rita Ascot, of “Ma Perkins,” commutes to Chicago week- 
ends to visit husband, Al Boyd, of WLS production, and to read Sunday 
funnies over that station....Chick Showerman, top man of NBC central 
division, back on job though slightly shakey from operation... Paul 
McClure, head of NBC sales, had chic bit of art ready to help plug 
availability of 11-11:15 a.m. “strip” when Toni gobbled up the period. 


ABC Fall Program Shifts to Include 
New Whiteman Stanza, Alsop Spot 


A new Paul Whiteman musical 
stanza for the National Guard, in a 
new time slot and with a nationwide 





ing the talent for pickups. Full de- 
tails of plan are still in the works. 
Plan adds still another network 


talent-search angle added, was the 
biggest news imparted to ABC affili- 
ates in a closed-circuit detailing by 
the net late last week of program 
shifts and new shows for the fall. 
Still another disclosure was that 
Washington columnist Joseph Alsop 
is to get a weekly spot on the net. 


Whiteman’s “General Assembly” 
sessions for the Guard, aired 
Wednesdays at 8:30, will become “On 
Stage, America,” Mondays at 8, 
| Starting Sept. 29, Half this time 
\period currently is occupied by 
Lum 'n’ Abner, who are moving 
shortly to CBS; the other half is 
occupied by the Honeydreamers, 
Chi vocal group, which apparently 
— bow off the net after summer 

s. 








| Feature of the new NG stanza will 
|be a quest for young American tal- 
| nt—singers, actors, musicians, etc. 
| —who will be given an opportunity 
|to do guestshots on the show. Net's 
| affiliates will be invited to submit 
‘names of promiging artists in their 


beaeages. areas and the Whiteman 


airer will cut in stations nominat- 





outlet for showcasing of new talent, 
following trend now paced by Arthur 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts on CBS and 
“Big Break” on NBC. 


The Alsop stanza is tentatively 
set to preem in November, follow- 
ing the columnist’s return from a 
European trip, in the Tuesday 8-8:15 
p.m. period. Slotting of the Capitol 
observer, former columning team- 
mate of Robert E. Kintner, now exec 
veepee of ABC, in the Tuesday time, 
follows the net's scheme to power- 
house public service programming 
Tuesday nights. Already in the 
evening’s lineup are America’s Town 
Meeting, the Boston Symphony, and 
the net’s labor-management series. 





Charlotte — Station WBT’s Shelby 
station has been completed at a cost 
of $75,008 and is operating, accord- 
ing to Charles H. Crutchfield, veepee 
of Jefferson Standard Broadcasting 
Co. and general manager of WBT. 
Shelby station is operated synchron- 
ously with WBT quring the night- 
time hours, which means that all of 
WBT’s night programs are dupli- 
cated by the Shelby transmitter, 





Midwest Spot Biz 
Holds Up Strongly 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Spot business emanating from 
Chicago and nearby agencies con. 
tinued to hold up strongly last 
week. The outstanding bit of news 


in this field was the return of Jelke 
to the spot field after a long ab- 
sence. Before going all out on its 
Good Luck brand of mayonnaise 
Jelke is making tests in the New 
Orleans, Birmingham, Baltimore 
and Montgomery, markets, using 18 
spots a week for 13 weeks, or more. 
Young & Rubicam, Chicago, is the 
agency. 

Dr. Caldwell is coming back after 





time change with a minute cam- 
paign through Sherman & Mar- 
quette. 


Morton Salt is buying announce- 
ments and local quarter-hour pro- 
grams for 13 weeks starting in No- 
vember via Klau-Van-Pieterson- 
Dunlap Associates, of Milwaukee. 

La Fenrich Cigar is inquiring for 
availabilities through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan preliminary to lining up a 
minute campaign, and there’s ac- 
tivity with Willard Cold Tablets 
(First United), Jay Potato Chips 
{Lieber Advertising Co.) and Leaf 


‘Gum (Bozell & Jacobs). 





06's Chi Hockey Ride 
Hits Chesterfield Snag 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
WIND, Chi indie, last week had to 
turn down Old Gold’s bid for the 
Blackhawk hockey team’s games for 
this fall and winter because Ches- 
terfield saw no reason why it should 
cede the required spot to a com- 
petitor. Chesterfield backs a nightly 
disk jockey session on the station 
and the hockey games would run 
over into the Chesterfield hour. 
Chesterfield let it be known, how- 
ever, that it would yield the time for 
the games so long as it wasn’t a cig 
account. 
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That's a whale of a rating, 
But that’s what the Texas 
Rangers get at WGBI, Scran- 
ton, Pa. They get it with their 
famous transcription service—_ 
which features the western 
and folk songs that never 
grow old. And they get the 
tall Hooper at 6:30 p. m., too, 
when there is a 37 per cent 
sets in use figure. Yes, Scran- 
ton listens to and likes the 
Texas Rangers. It’s no wonder 
WGBI renews year after year. 
Buy the Texas Rangers trans- 
Criptions for your market. 
They build a big audience at 
WGBI and at scores of other 
stations, too. They can do the 
same for you. Wire, write or 
telephone. 


© 


The Texas Rangers 
AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 


GEORGE HALLEY, Mgr. 
Syndicated Features 
Pickwick Hotel © Kansas City 6, Mo. 
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ove vere WHDH BECOMES 
BOSTON’S BEST RADIO BUY! 


“Share of Audience” up 459% 








For the first time, an independent station has attained Bruins hockey; numerous “sports ‘roundups,” and 
overall leadership in Boston radio. With 100% local Herald-Traveler news every hour on the half hour. 
programming, WHDH has swept into top spot for sports, Musically, too, WHDH offers easiest listening with many 
airing Red Sox and Braves baseball games; Boston popular participating features, including the “Carnival 
Yanks football, plus headline college games; Boston of Music,” and the new “Tommy Dorsey Show,” 


THEN (june-July 1946) 
HOOPER STATION LISTENING INDEX woet | HERE’S WHY 


~"sHaRE oF AUDIENCE WHDH 
IS BOSTON’S 
BEST BUY 


And if you’re buying Boston, you want 
the best. In one year, WHDH has sky- 
rocketed from a poor 6th to leadership 


















































among all Boston stations! Your John 








Blair man has the whole story—but here 





are two facts you should know now: 


ve “a * 
pn o; Nee sai 1. Wh D H will deliver you lowest cost per thousand radio time 
Network Station A “560.00 available in Boston. 


Network Station B. $25.00 

Network Station © 440.00 wh rR al ; 

Network Station D 400.00 2. superior coverage will assure you of reaching the 
*from SR & DS, August 1947 maximum number of listeners for every dollar spenta 
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BOSTON’S BEST BUY 





HERALD. TRAVELER 8TATION * &§,000 WATTS * CP 50,000 WATTS 
Represented Nationally by ‘John Blair & Company 
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FCC Grants First Two Tele Permits 
For Smaller Stations in East 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


FCC handed out the first two East 
Coast grants of community-sized 
video stations here last Thursday 
(28), when the Elm City Broadcast- 
ing Co. of New Haven, Conn., and 
WDEL, Wilmington, Del., copped off 
the first assignments in their areas. 

Elm City, licensee of WNHC, was 
given the No. 6 tele channel, and 
J. Hale Steinman’s WDEL took the 
No. 7 slot. Both propose construc- 
tion of smaller-sized tele stations and 
both are within reach of network 
shows sent over the New York- 
Washington coaxial cable, or may be 
able to hook up with radio relay 
links in prospect between 
points. Only other community sta- 
tion grant is KPRC, Riverside, Calif. 

Meanwhile, a new bid for commer- 
cial video operation hit FCC this 
week, when the Empire Coil Co.,, of 
New Rochelle, N. Y., entered a re- 
quest for Avon, Conn. Like the Elm 
City Broadcasting Co., tele bidder in 
nearby New Haven, the Empire Co. 
is long on engineering know-how but 
short on ready cash. Company turns 
out coils and transformers for radio 
and video sets. 

The Avon bid pegs station con- 
struction costs at $246,250 and ex- 
pects a monthly revenue of $15,000, 
with 60% of its programming com- 
mercial. To foot the bill, however, 
company has only $50,000 earmarked 
for immediate use on the video op- 
eration. The rest will be raised 
through a $250,000 bank loan and a 
sale of $135,000 worth of stock. Com- 
pany is headed by Henry Mayer, for- 
mer partner in the Manhattan law 
firm of Kramer & Mayer. Other of- 
ficers are his associates in the Em- 
pire Coil Co. 

At the same time, Earle C. An- 
thony, licensee of KFI, Loe Angeles, 
put in bids for two experimental tele 
relays to be operated in L. A. and 
neighboring communities in conjunc- 
tion with high-powered video station 
there. 


STANLEY JOINS FINLEY 
TO HANDLE VIDEO DEPT. 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


New television department set up 
by Larry Finley Transcriptions will 
be headed by J. Clinton Stanley, 
named veepee in charge of video. 

Stanley resigned from Teleways, 
Inc., this week to accept position. He 
was formerly with NBC for 10 years 
as a writer, director and producer. 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EDST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 
; “It Happened in Brooklyn” 
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Berle Show Moving To 
Coast Under Pix Deal 


Saratoga, Sept. 2. 

Milton Berle will move his NBC 
show (for Philip Morris) to Holly- 
wood in January, when he begins a 
commitment of “two or three pic- 
tures” for Hal Roach, 

Berle goes into the Roxy, N. Y., 
| “probably for four weeks,” at the 
ieonclusion of the engagement of 
|“Mother Wore Tights.” This will be 
|either Sept 17 or 24. 





TELEFILM READIES 
FIRST VIDEO REEL 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Telefilm, Inc., is readying its 
“Television Snapshots,” 10-minute, 
16 m. feature type newsreel? Initial 
issue is now in the cutting stage and 
will probably be released by Sept. 
15, according to Don MacNamara, in 
charge. of video for minifilm outfit. 
Once weekly release is planned 
for the exclusive television feature, 
contents of which are nearer mag- 
azine type material without time 
element. Introductory reel will con- 
tain shots of Howard Hughes’ flying 
boat, forest fire fighting in Califor- 
nia, radio and film comics baseball 
game here, bathing beauty contest 
of “Tip Toppers,” taken during recent 
Los .Angeles convention of the 
femme giants, etc. 

Opener will be sold to stations as a 
one time shot show but may be per- 
manently retained by stations as an 
audition reel to show prospective 
sponsors. Staff of freelance photogs 
has been set up in all keys to feed. 
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age of tennis matches down to an 
exact science. Outfit employed two 
image orthicon cameras, both of 
which were placed above the spec- 
tators’ stands directly behind the 
court in play. Location there, in- 
stead of at the side of the court, 
obviated the necessity for constant 
panning from one player to another, 
which might have engendered sea- 
sickness in some of. the viewers. 
Through constant cuts from long 
shots to mediums to closeups, it was 
still possible to present a variety of 
camera angles to maintain viewing 
interest. 

Bob Stanton handled the play-by- 
play in his usual excellent fashion. 
It’s almost amazing the way the guy 
can change his voice modulation 
with each different sport he an- 
nounces. In tennis, for example, his 
voice took on a “more gentlemanly,” 
leisurely pitch, in keeping with the 
more formal aspects of tennis as 
pemperes with baseball or boxing. 

RCA-Victor bankrolled the show 
as part of the “World in Your 
Home” series. Commercials were 
confined to an adequate opening and 
closing filmed announcement. Stal. 




















Des Moines—Herb Plambeck, farm 
editor of WHO, Des Moines, has 
been named chairman of the Kiwanis 
International Committee on Agri- 
culture. 
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ON TARGET 


Good timing is as essential in selling 
as in polo. Weed’s nationwide organi- 
zation is fully aware of the importance 
of proper timing in all elements that 
influence the buying of radio time. 


Convention Address — 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Atlantic City 
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+ SAN FRANCISCO - ALTANTA- HOLLYWOOD 


RCA ALSO GRANTED 
A MASTER ANTENNA 


Television industry this week re- 
ceived its second master antenna 
system when the engineering com- 
mittee of the Television Broadcasters 
Assn, granted full approval to the 
RCA Television-FM-AM Antenna- 
plex, Committee had previously 
okayed for commercial use the. Teli- 
con “Intra-Video” system. 


New RCA unit, which has not yet 
been demonstrated publicly, pro- 
vides the same solution to the long- 
standing problem of serving a large 
number of tele receivers through a 
single master antenna. Telicon’s sys- 
tem has already been purchased by 
several large New York realty firms 
land it’s believed addition of the RCA 


|unit to the okayed ranks will make 


tele available to thousands more 
N. Y. apartment house dwellers. Lat- 
ter had previously been denied tele 
through the ban by landlords on use 
of a separate antenna for each set 
in a building, 


Following comprehensive tests of 
the RCA unit, the TBA committee 
declared it “feels the approach to 
the problem is fundamentally cor- 
rect andxit is capable of providing a 
solution to the apartment house dis- 
tribution problem. From its obser- 
vations, the committee feels the 
equipment demonstrated is ready for 
commercial use.” 





Phileco Enters Coast Video 
With 100G Programming 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Phileo (Gough Industries here) 
launched its $100,000 Coast dip into 
video programming yesterday, and at 
the same time introduced welcome 
new programming ideas to the local 
scene, all aimed at hypoing sale of 
newly arrived receivers with the 
help of Paramount’s KTLA. Event 
puts the Coast’s only commercial sta- 
tion on 50% sold basis, with roughly 
15 of its weekly 30 hours of opera- 
tion, sponsored, plus spots. 


Actually, Phileco (Gough) will 
spend $102,600 for time, talent and 
production over the next 26 weeks, 
and this* will be increased with the 
arrival of winter and hockey, which 
the firm will also sponsor. For an 
opener, it'll be bankrolling a mini- 
mum of seven hours weekly, replac- 
ing RCA as the top time buyer lo- 
cally. 


Remainder of the paid for time is 
split between Stewart-Warner, Ford 
and Ford dealers, Sears Roebuck, 
Schwabacher-Frey, Pep Boys, Elgin, 
Botany, Philco and dealers, Broad- 
way-Hollywood department § store, 


RCA and dealers, and American To- 
bacco, 


Toni 
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charted. Among the serials under 
consideration are “Lone Journey” 
and “Masquerade,” 


Toni feels that the type of com- 
mercial it uses requites special in- 
tegration and that this can be 
achieved by making sure that the 
sales twist does not conflict with 
the program’s theme, mood or con- 
text. The manufacturer specializes 
in the testimonial-interview type of 
commercial, with an actual user of 
the product on to get over the in- 
tegrity factor by relating how she 
found that she could get the same 
results at home with a bottle of Toni 
as she had with beauty parlor de- 
vices, 


The soap opera on NBC, scheduled 
to start Oct. 27, will give Toni five 
network programs. Toni’s radio ex- 
penditures have within less than a 
year mushroomed from nothing to 
$2,250,000 for time and around $750,- 
000 a year for talent. There’s been 
nothing like it in the drug field since 
the early 30’s when Lady Esther 
sprawled out over the networks with 
five weekly half hours. The four 
other programs are “Ladies Be 
Seated” and “Breakfast Club” on 
ABC, ‘Give and Take’ (CBS) and 
the Mel Torme quarter-hour on 
NBC. 


FTC has worked out an arrange- 
ment with B.B.D.&O. whereby the 
Mel Torme program and the King 
Cole Trio quarter-hour (Wildroot), 
which follow each other, will ex- 
change promotion plugs. Listeners 
to Torme will be asked to stay tuned 
to the Cole stanza and the latter pro- 
gram will urge listeners to tune in 
next week for a ‘swell half hour of 
entertainment consisting of, etc.” 
The reciprocity was made easier by 
the fact that both acts are handled 
by the same management. 












Inside Stuff—Radio 


A number of proposed resolutions, acted on during the recent American 
Federation of Radio Artists national convention, were overshadowed 
in the controversy over the Actors Committee group. Among them 
was a suggestion of the St. Louis local that national board meetings be 
held once a month in the midwest and Coast regions, in order to give 
chapters in those areas more effective representation. The proposal was 
referred to the national board. 


Another resolution, also proposed by St. Louis, was for the establish. 
ment of an insurance, health and welfare fund for the union member- 
ship. It was voted to devote some of the funds from the proposed “Show 
of the Year” radio series, which would bring AFRA a reenue of $2,500 
a week, for that. purpose, 


The Chicago chapter proposed a resolution calling for the “re-establish- 
ment of basic unity in.the New York and Los Angeles locals” and 
specifically urging an end to “further futile name-calling.” The — reso- 
lution aroused considerable discussion, but was finally withdrawn after 
Ken Carpenter, in a speech accepting reelection as president, called for 
cooperation by all groups within the union. 

Another resolution, also referred to the National board, would pre- 
vent two actors from using the same professional name. Any performer 
joining the union would not be allowed to use a name already being 
used professionally by another actor. Equity already has a similar rule. 

Also proposed by the Chicago local was a resolution instructing the 
national board to report twice yearly on all resolutions and action 
voted at the annual national convention. This was passed. 


A suggestion by the New York local that annual conventions and 
election of officers be held semi-annually, instead of annual as at present, 
was withdrawn, 

The Washington local proposed a resolution commending the League 
of New York Theatres for accepting Equity’s proposal to end racial 
discrimination at the National theatre, Washington. This was passed 
by a voice vote, with Alan Bunce registering the single negative. 








A huckster expose has come to light in Hollywood with the disclosure 
that it was Martin Block and not George Washington Hill who contrived 
the now famous “LSMFT” slogan. Moreover, it was at first ostensibly 
rejected as unusable by the late legend-laden American Tobacco tycoon. 
Block suggested it four years ago when Luckies were among his accounts 
on WNEW, New York, idea being that it was a good word-saving as well 
as catchy tag. He suggested that Hill repeat the words to himself sev- 
| eral times to see if they wouldn’t stick with him. Block then had a 
| special deal on ad copy that allowed for complete disapproval of copy 
but no alterations if acceptable. Flat rejection came through via the 
usual agency channels, Foote, Cone & Belding. Block, however, per- 
sisted in offering it, and four weeks after initiating the notion was re- 
leased. He ha@since devised the equally familiar Chesterfield motto, 
A.B.C. for his current bankroller. 





| 
} 





Minor feud exists between the producers afid casts of “Counterspy” 
(ABC) and “The Abbott Mysteries” (Mutual). They’re opposite each 
other, Sundays at 5:30, the ABC show for Schutter Candy fulltime, the 
Mutual stanza just for the summer, replacing Helbros’ “Quick As a 
Flash.” Feud started when the upstart Abbotts, a low-price package, beat 
; out “Counterspy” at 4.7-3.9 on the first summer Hooper, following up by 
topping the ABC whodunit on the next two Hoopers. Then “Counterspy” 
edged ahead, on the fourth Hooper. On the latest report, however, the 
Abbotts are again out front. "Tis said the two shows’ casts and producers 
aren't speaking to each other. 





Ronald Dawson, whose.Local Station Script Syndicate for “renting” 
of scripts to stations was detailed in last week’s issue of Variety, discloses 
that he already has 60-odd stations on the list, including some in Canada, 
Hawaii, Alaska, New Zealand and Australia. 

Among his fellow-members of the Radio Writers Guild who are already 
contributing scripts to which they still own the rights, are Paul Milton, 
George Axelrod, Al Morgan, Sylvia Berger, William Kendal Clarke, 
Wayne Shoemaker, Ray Richmond, Howard Rodman, Bob Sloane, Elwell 
Hoffman, Bill Morwood and others. 
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CHI TRIB VIDEO SET 
FOR OCTOBER PREEM 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

WGNA, Chicago Tribune tele 
station, will become the second 
commercial video station in the 
Windy City in late October, accord- 
ing to Carl Myers, chief engineer. 
Myers said that station will begin 
doing test patterns this month and 
will do remotes, mainly football 
games, Commercial programming 
will be limited until the first of the 
year when station wil go full time. 

Other station in town is WBKB, 
owned by Balaban & Katz, picture 


house chain and _ subsiduary. of 
Paramount. 
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For further information wire, phone or write ~ 
John Blair & Co.—National Representative 
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Now in its third big year... U. S. Steel’s award- 
winning radio show... presenting full-hour per- 
formances of the theatre’s most memorable plays... 
starring distinguished actors of stage and screen. 
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services—will be followed. Morris 

Novik, New York City radio con- 

sultant, who sold the AFL on the 

eriginal radio campaign, will prob- 

ably be drafted to handle this one. 
Over $400,000 for Rally 


AFL is expected to top its earlier 
$400,000 expenditure and to make a 
strong pitch for air time to discuss 
general principles of the T-H Act 
as well as straight political time to 
defeat its supporters. The Federa- 
tion can make a strong case that the 
Act, even though on the statute 
books, is still a highly controversial 
issue. AFL men quote a recent Gal- 
lup poll which found 52% of the 
respondents of the opinion there are 
more bad than good features to the 
law. 

AFL first got hepped up over 
radio when an informal survey 
showed that bulk of the 845,000 
“veto” wires, postcards and letters 
which reached the White House in 
July appeared in response to the 
radio shows. The Federation itself 
got more mail on the six-week radio 
series than it did on its more ex- 
pensive press promotion. 

And, through cooperation of the 
AFL Entertainment Unions Commit- 
tee, the Federation can put on for 
peanuts an air show that would cost 
any independent time-buyer a small 
fortune. Auditor’s report on the 
summer campaign, for example, 
showed that only $85,631 was paid 
out to union entertainers. Rest of 
the $400,000 kitty went for adminis- 
trative expenses, actual purchase of 
radio time on ABC and spot cam- 
paigns on individual stations. 


For each airing of the top-talent 
daytime soap opera, “The Best 
Things in Life,” AFL paid out any- 
where from $1,700 to a top of $3,000 
in salaries and expenses. For the 
elaborate, all-star music-dramatic 
stints out of Hollywood or New 
York, involving services of any- 
where from 65 to 135 artists and per- 








“HIRES TO YA‘’” 
FOR THIRD YEAR 


ON CBS 








adio-Conscious AFL 
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formers, the AFL put out an average 
$5,000 per broadcast, with most of 
the stints pegged at the $4,000 level. 
The AFL spot campaign cost a mere 
$2,671, while five discussion slots on 





‘Best Things’ Come Low . 
Washington, Sept. 2. 


It could only happen in the 
U.S.A.—and in show business, at 
that. 

Under the AFL entertainment 
unions’ agreement to accept the 
rock-bottom union rate for all 
services performed by their 
members in the AFL anti-Taft- 
Hartley radio campaign this sum- 
mer, situation frequently arose 
where an AFM member or a rel- 
atively obscure thesp pulled 
down more than big-name pix or 
radio stars for their program 
stints. As usual, the AFM scale 
showed up as one of the highest 
in the biz. 

For example, Fredric March 
and spouse Florence Eldridge, 
co-stars in the soap opera, “The 

Best Things in Life,¥ drew a mere 
$130.76 each for their thesping. 
AFM organist Eugene Perazzo 
pulled down $136.78 on the same 
show. Lester Vail, director, got 
$275, bottom rate for the Radio 
Directors Guild, and Elinor Ab- 
bey, a straight $300, the mini- 
mum figure for the Radio Writers 
Guild, for their work on another 
AFL daytimer. Joseph Cotten 
was paid the AFRA rate of 
$139.51, while AFM’s Perazzo, 
who appeared with him on the 
daytime show, drew $145.75, ap- 
parently the AFM rate for the 
low man on the totem pole. 








nighttime ether set the union back 
a mere $840 in checks to participants 
and directors, 

In view of this ability to do so 
much for so little, it is small won- 
der the AFL, having taken the 
plunge under the urging of radio 
man Novik, is now definitely 
Hooper-conscious. 


WFIL’s Series of Monthly 
Boy Scout Radio Awards 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Inaugurating a program called 
“The Boy Scout Radio Award for 
Service,” WFIL will present 12 
monthly awards and an annual 
award, beginning in October, it was 
announced Monday (25) by Roger W. 
Clipp, WFIL general manager: 

The award will consist of a framed 
citation for the scout and his unit, 
which will be presehted on a special 
broadcast. In addition, the scout will 
receive a watch, a group party for 
himself and his unit at a sports or 








entertainment event, plus a tour of 
the station’s radio and tele studios. 








TAKE THE GUESS OUT OF BUYING 


WITH WOV'S 5, Cadet Cadinte 














We want you to be a WOV sponsor 
with the knowledge of 5 AUDITED 
AUDIENCES, each a definitely dif- 
ferent group of purchasers; each the 
result of a penetrating revealing lis- 
fener survey. Get the facts on these 
5 AUDITED AUDIENCES today and 
---“TAKE THE GUESS OUT OF 


BUYING? 


N. Weil, General Manager 
John E. Pearson Co., National Representative 








Hurlbut to NBC in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Jim Hurlbut, former director of 
special events for CBS-WBBM here, 
joined the staff of NBC Central 
division last week as reporter and 
commentator. He had just com- 
pleted 30,000 mile trip on CBS’ 
special V-J day broadcast. Hurlbut 
had been with CBS since 1934 except 
for a lapse between 1942-45 when he 
was a marine. 

Newscaster replaces Pete Peter- 
son, who left for the Coast last 
month. 











FMA 
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eral Electric Film “Naturally, It’s 
FM”; an address by consulting engi- 
neer C. M. Jansky, Jr., on the poten- 
tialities of FM for large area cov- 
erage; address and demonstration by 
John Wright, BBD&O Boston exec 
who will plug high-fidelity records- 
ings for FM-only distribution; and a 
discussion of the FM-only distribu- 
tion; and a discussion of the FM 
music situation by FMA general 
counsel Leonard Marks. 


Luncheon speaker on Friday is 
Harold Beckjordan, assistant execu- 
tive secretary of the AAAA who will 
talk on advertising techniques for 
FM broadcasters. During the after- 
noon session, FM aud will hear more 
FM product as delivered by Ira A. 
Hirschmann’s New York FM outlet 
WABF and a panel discussion on 
“Selling FM—Here’s How!” Panel 
speakers include Thomas McNulty, 
WMCP, Baltimore; Joseph Stovall, 
WCTS, Cincinnati; E. Z. Jones, 
WBBB-FM, Burlington, N. C., and 
Guy Farnsworth, WATG, Ashland, 
O. 





Another Friday afternoon speaker 
is Jack Wiener of Dynamic Stores, 
New York, who will angle his advice 
for FM time-buyers. 


Headliners at the FMA banquet, 
Friday night, are FCC Chairman 
Charles R. Denny, FMA vice-presi- 
dent Everett Dillard and Max Bal- 
com, prexy of the Radio Manufac- 
turers Assn., who will discuss the 
FM set situation. All three addresses 
will be aired on the Continental FM 
network at 8:30 p.m., following the 
8-8:30 p.m. debut of Stromberg- 
Carlson’s musical show on the same 
web. 


The Saturday morning sessions 
have been reserved for election of 
new directors, business meetings and 
membership votes on several new 
bylaws presented to the organiza- 
tion by director Bill Bailey. FMA 
directors who come up for re-elec- 
tion are Wayne Coy, WINX and 
WINX-FM, Washington; E. J. Hodel, 
WCFC, Beckley, W. Va.; Gordon 
Gray, WMIT, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 
and Ira A. Hirschmann, WABF, New 
York. The membership will vote on 
a bylaw amendment expanding pres- 
ent FMA directorships from 12 to 15. 
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of song selling savvy with her chirp- 
ing of “Aint You Ever Coming Back” 
and “I Have But One Heart.” Bill 
Pickett, baritone, who followed Bob 
Reid (currently CBS) as male singer, 
is best in semi-pop tunes like “All 
the Things You Are” and “If There 
Is Someone Lovlier Than You.”’. Lad 
has a robust high register and nice 
style. Clicked handily in a duet with 
Miss Marquis, “You’re the Cream in 
My Coffee,” closing tune. 


Robert Hutsell, station musical di- 
rector, has assembled an 18-piece 
combo, with a nice string comple- 
ment, including harp, which fur- 
nished a full, well-orchestrated ac- 
companiment for the singers. Came 
through for some “smooth, well-bal- 
anced instrumentaling in “How High 
the Moon,” “Through a Thousand 
Dreams” and the pop tune “Peg O’ 
My Heart.” Musical content is of top 
notch calibre throughout. 


Peter Disney guides the production 
skillfully, Kenneth Meeker handles 
the m.c. chores, brightly and con- 
cisely, while Bob Flournoy (taking 
over the commercial spiel, while Jim 
Walton is on vacation) gives just the 
right amount of puff to the foamy 
brew which is responsible for the 
program. A well-rounded commer- 
cial musical show, selling beer, of 
course, but entirely in good taste. 

Hold. 





WCAU’S ‘MARKET BASKET’ 
Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
The “Market Basket,” a new pro- 
gram aimed at the housewife listener, 
will be aired from 9:40 a. m. to 9:45 
a. m., Monday through Friday, over 
WCAU, beginning Sept. 15, under 
- i saa of Fleischmann Baking 
0. 
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fully and limit his outlets to the 
bigtime stations and markets. And 
this conceivably could hurt the 
smaller and _ brand-new stations 
which can’t deliver the mass audi- 
ences. The wee-watters and indies 
have, with a few exceptions, been 
responsible for most of the over- 
sized commercials and the tendency 
to over-spot, according to surveys 
here, 


As NAB officials look at it, the 
Petrillo controversy will take second 
billing at Atlantic. City, since the 
Association will take no definite 
stand on the situation. Music ses- 
sions are now skedded for Wednes- 
day, Sept. 17. 


Speech headliners are expected to 
be NAB prexy Justin Miller, FCC 
Chairman Charles R. Denny, Jr. and 
former House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee Chairman 
Clarence Lea. Miller is expected to 
cover plenty of ground on inter- 
national shortwave, the “freedom of 
speech” campaign by broadcasters 
and the new code, about which he 
is particularly enthusiastic. Denny’s 
speech is billed as an omnibus re- 
port on broadcasting, running the 
gamut from international radio af- 
fairs through FM and the economic 
present and prospects for all broad- 
casters. Lea is not expected to ride 
herd on Petrillo, despite his spon- 
sorship of the Lea Act. The Cali- 
fornia solon will cover the Petrillo 
situation but can be counted on for 
exhaustive coverage of general ra- 
dio legislation, past, present and 
future. 


Boss’ WFIL Music Post 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
Al Boss, who started in radio in 
1934 with the Robert Armbruster 


orchestra, will join WFIL Oct. 1 as 
arranger for all regular musical pro- 
grams as well as special local and 
network productions. 


Announcement of Boss’s affilia- 
tion was made Wednesday (27) by 
Roger W. Clipp, general manager of 
WFIL. Boss recently completed a 
tour of Mexico, Central America and 
Cuba, studying native music and 
rhythms. 








WHN SHUFFLES CHIRPERS 
Trio of WHN, N. Y., vocalists— 
Bob Houston, Mary Jane Walsh and 


Ruth Etting—returned to the ether 
this week in new time slots under 
the Metro-owned indie’s fall-winter 
programming sked. 


Miss Etting, aired 9-9:15 p.m. 
across the board last season, moved 
into the 6:45 period starting Mon- 
day (1). Same night, Bob Houston 
made his fall debut in the 6:30 spot, 
where he’ll be heard five times 
weekly. Miss Walsh teed off last. 
night (Tues.) in the 9 o’clock seg- 
— on a Tuesday-Thursday sched- 
ule. 





_ Des Moines — Dick Yoakam has 
joined news bureau of WHO. 
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Indoctrinate Students 
In Studio Know-How 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Temple University radio students 
will take active part in WFIL’s “Sty. 
dio School-house” program, begin. 
ning in October, under a new plan 
announced Monday (25) by Armand 
L. Hunter, chairman of the Univer. 
sity‘s department of radio, speech, 
and theatre. 

Hunter, who is also consultant on 
radio education for the station, said 
the students will offer writing as- 
sistance, provide acting talent, and 
aid in conducting research for the 
“School-house” shows. 

He added the plan was a three- 
way cooperative educational pro. 
gram of the University, public, pa- 
rochial and private schools, and the 
radio station. 


| $-$-C-B 


to build up NBC listening that night. 
That would automatically rule out 
the Bing Crosby, Henry Morgan, 
Morgan-Ameche-Langford, Abbott & 
Costello or Meredith Wilson shows. 
There would also be a _ question 
whether it would be practicable to 
present other NBC Wednesday night 
stanzas, such as “Duffy’s Tavern,” 
“Mr. © District Attorney,” Jimmy 
Durante of “Great Gildersleeve.” 

Obviously, no other tobacco-spon- 
sored series, such as Red Skelton, or 
Bob Hawk, would be available. Also 
there may be certain shows whose 
sponsors would be unwilling to let 
them go into an NBC spot Wednes- 
day nights, where they might be in 
competition with others of the same 
bankrollers’ stanzas. 

Meanwhile, the F.C.&B. is going 
ahead with the production of “Big 
Story” on the assumption that Stauf- 
fer will not be able to wrap up 
“Show of the Year.” However, there 
are no major talent contracts for 
“Big Story” extending beyond the 
proposed Oct. 1 starting date of 
“Show of the Year,” so “Story” can 
easily be dropped if Stauffer lines 
up the operation. 
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“There’s a manhunt on for Elmer Jughead. Two boxes of 
Wheaties reward.” 














Wateh For 


EARL WILLIAM 


Carrently in “THE RED MILL” 
“The best light opera tencr to hit Boston in many « yeor.” 








—Watts, Boston Traveller. 




















reo 





+f 








Wednesday, September 3, 1947 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


41 





Columbia Boosts Prices of Pop, 
Masterworks Disks to 75c, $1.25 


Columbia Records, which was one 





of the last major record manufac- 


‘turers to increase retail prices of its 


disks when others went from 50c to 
60c some time ago, this week took 
the initiative and stepped out with 
another boost. Columbia kicked its 
retail tap from 60c to 75c for the 
pop sides, and it’s likely that Decca, 
Victor and the others may follow 
since they have the same rising costs 
preblems that forced Columbia to 
up price. 

Boost from 60c to 75c for the pop 
sides is accompanied by an increase 
for the company’s 


new prices, including tax. 

With Columbia’s move, the disk 
industry is for the first time back on 
the 75c level that prevailed before 
the war. Then, it was Columbia 
who took the initiative and dropped 
its prices to 50c. Its latest move 
is due entirely to the heavy increases 
all disk companies have been faced 
with in labor and materials costs. 
There probably will be a boost of 
another sort, too, since the music 
publishers probably will finally 
achieve the full statutory rate of 2c 
per side royalties for their product. 
The 2c price was legally obligatory 
when the companies all went to 60c, 
but a deal was made with the pubs 
by which they agreed to 1%c per 
side. 

In the event that Decca, Victor 
and Capitol do follow Columbia to 
the 75c slot, it’s probable that the 
many minor disk companies that 
have been struggling to keep heads 
above water will find the going that 
much tougher. The indies may not 
follow the majors, but most of them 
have been running in the red re- 
cently and may be forced to do so to 
save themselves. When that happens 
they'll run into the fact that the 
public, when it’s forced to pay more 
coin for an item, are more choosy 
about what it’s spent on, which in 
turn may work against the indies 
since the majors’ talent is so much 
stronger. 


Hartford AFM’s 
Standby Demand 


Hartford, Sept. 2. 
Unless there are interpretations of 
the Taft-Hartley act’s clauses rela- 
tive to standby orchestras still un- 


known to theatre attorneys, the ac- 
tion here of Local 400 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has the 
trade puzzled. It seems that the 
contract between 400 and the State 
theatre, which books name bands 
and acts the year ’round, is up for 
renewal. And 400 executives are de- 
manding that Doc Harris, operator, 
sign an agreement calling for stand- 
by pay when “traveling” bands work 
the house. 

In view of the T-H law’s terms, 
which outlaw the necessity for 
“featherbedding” coin, the demand 
by 400 executives isn’t clear. Harris 
is rebelling against such a pact, but 
is moving warily in view of the lo- 
cal’s insistence in the face of the 
T-H act, in case there’s some angle 
his attorneys don’t know. 


PHIL LEVANT JOINS 
GORDON AT MUS-ART 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Looks like the other side of the 
fence appears greener all the time 
to some maestroes. Maestro Phil 








Levant joined the Mus-Art agency | 


branch here today (Tuesday). He 
follows by a couple of weeks the 
addition of maestro Gray Gordon to 
Mus-Aart’s N. Y. office. 

Levant’s band recently closed a 
run at the Dutch Mill, Delavan, Wis., 
and, since he has had selling experi- 
ence with Frederick Bros. local of- 
fice, he went for the Mus-Art deal. 
He'll be in charge of small units. 
Meanwhile, his band is under the 
M-A banner and he will take ogca- 
sional jobs. 

Gerdon, working with Mus-Art 
in N. Y., is selling anything Sius- 
Art lias on its roster. He wants to 
stay in the agency biz, too. He re- 
cently turned down a month of one- 
nighters set up for him in this area 
by the M-A office to stick with being 
a salesman. 


Masterworks, | 
which goes from $1 to $1.25 each, all | 


| He'll use a combination of 20 men. | 


‘Stan Kenton Set For 


Midwest Concert Series 





Chicago, Sept. 2. | 


Stan Kenton orchestra with June 
Christy will do a series of concert 
dates this fall starting in Hutchin- 
son, Kansas, Oct. 31 and working 
through the midwest until 
December. Kenton, who starts re- 
hearsals soon, will play the Chicago 
Civic Opera House, Nov. 16; Milwau- 
‘kee, Nov. 20, and then do 10 dates 
Starting Nov. 28 in 
Ohio. 


| Miss Christy, who originally intend- 
|ed doing a single, 
| band after completing current dates. 





i6 


Peg, ‘My Desire 
Disks Steal Spot 
From Major Cos. 


It’s ironical in view of the shaky 
condition of the majority of indepen- 
dent recording companies that two 
of them should come up with what 
are .probably the year’s best-selling 
disks, at least up to this point. The 
recording of “Peg O’ My Heart,” by 
the Harmonicats, which dragged that 
tune out of limbo and gave Robbins 


Music an unexpected windfall and 
which put the Chi Vitacoustics label 
in business, has gone well over 
1,000,000 copies. And the Frankie 
Laine disking of “That’s My Desire,” 
‘by Mercury, which put Laine in 
business as a name singer, is over 
750 000. 

These two disks, plus the Capitol 
label’s recordings by comparatively 
new names-—Red Ingle, Tex Wil- 
liams and Nellie Lutcher, have un- 
questionably stolen the spotlight 
from the mighty—majors—RCA-Vic- 
tor, Columbia and Decca. 


Only items by the majors that have 
come close to getting the response of 
their less affluent counterparts in 
the disk manufacturing field, are the 
Ted Weems recordings of “Heart- 
aches,” by both Decca and Victor, 
and the various diskings of “Anni- 
versary song.” Victor’s Perry 
Como recording of “Chi-Baba” and 
“Sweet Sixteen,” with the latter 
picking up where the pop left off, 
seems likely to become the top disk 
of the year. 
so yet. 

In the eyes of many publishers, 
the fact that the indie companies 
have been coming up with such 
things as “Peg” and “Desire,” and 
the many other pop tunes which 
originated on small labels, such as 
Leeds’ acquisition of “For Senti- 
mental Reasons” from a Manor 
disk, justifies their going along with 
these outfits on royalties. Most of 
the smaller companies are behind on 
coin statements, but none of the 
publishers has gotten nasty about 
it. They want to give the newcomer 
diskers all the opportunity possible. 





Harmonicats Quit Vita-C 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Harmonicats, harmonica group 
' that clicked so heavily with “Peg O’ 
| My Heart,” will be released in the 
'future on the Universal label. Men 
| who made up the Vita-Coustics com- 
| pany, which marketed “Peg” are 
| splitting, one half taking the Har- 
monicats and going back into the 





tinuing with Vita-Coustics. 

This is the way it works out: Bill 
Putnam, Bernie Clapper and George 
Tasker originally made up Universal. 
They were joined six months ago 
with Jack Buckley and Lloyd Gar- 
ret to form Vita-Coustics. Now 
Putnam, Clapper and Tasker are 
withdrawing from that setup to re- 
activate Universal and they're tak- 
ing the Harmonicats, originally their 
property, with them. 

Reason given for the breakup is 
that the Putnam trio thought the 
Harmonicats under the Vita-Coustics 
label were not being sufficiently ex- 
ploited. Vita, however, has three 
more releases to put out on the 


group. 





| Universal label and the others con- |} 


returns to the | iy declared 


But it hasn't become | 


mid- | Lazarre 
| applied 


Michigan and | 














NADJ TO SET UP CHI 
AND COAST LOCALS 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

After helping establish a local in 
New York as a followup to the or. 
ganization of the National Assn. of 
Disk Jockeys, formed in Chicago 
Aug 15, Barry Gray is expected to 
return here Sept. 11 to assist in 
formation of similar setup locally. 
Hugh Douglas, of WCFL, vice-chair- 
man, is inviting all Chi jocks to at- 
tend. 

Officers chosen at the Manhattan 
session were Fred Robbins, WOV, as 
divisional head, and Eileen O’Con- 
nell, WHN secretary. Art Ford, Bill 
and Dave Miller, attend- 
ants at the regional meeting, have 
for membership. Bill Ley- 
ton of KMPC, Los Angeles, national 
secretary. is making preparations for 
a West Coast branch. Gray 
hcpes to be present the 
California meeting. 

Meanwhile, the NADJ has official- 
Chicago as its head- 
quarters, wil: offices in the Hotel 
Sherman. Julie Drake, who arranged 
convention's publicity campaign, has 
been named permanent flack. 

First issue of the NADJ house or- 
gan, incidentally; will be published 
within the next 10 days. It will bea 
four-page mimeographed publica- 
tion in the form of the Kiplinger let- 
ter (Washington, D. C.). It will be 
shipped to all of the 2,800 disk jock- 
eys in the U. S. along with applica- 
tions for membership. There are so 
far 280 spinners on the NADJ roster, 
at $10 a year dues. 


Selvin to CRI 
With Higgins 
Going to Coast 


Ben Selvin, who left Majestic Rec- 
ords last week at the expiration of 
his contract, joins Columbia Records 
next week (10) in New York and 
his addition to the personnel began 
a realignment of staff. Most import- 
ant change is that of Joe Higgins, 
who had been assistant to Manie 
Sacks, v.p. and head of artists and 
repertoire, who now shifts to the 
Hollywood office as head of all 
Coast a & r activities, assi-ted by Bill 
Richards, who has been running 
that branch for the past few years. 

In New York, Selvin will move in 
with Mitch Ayres, who joined Co- 
lumbia several years ago when he 
gave up bandleading. Ayres retains 
his musical director chores, but has 
been upped to become consultant on 


also 
first 


_} 
al 





popular music operations in both the | 


N. Y. and Hollywood offices. He will 
travel between the two points. Sel- 
vin will concern himself with pop 
artists and repertoire. All of course, 
are under the direction of Sacks, 





T. Dorsey Makes 36 


Settlement in College 
Group’s ‘Breach’ Suit 


Raleigh. N. C.. Sept. 2. 


Tommy Dorsey has settled out of 
court with members of the Order 
of the Grail, of the U. of North 
Carolina, who had _ instituted a 
$10.000 damage action against him 
following a dispute with the leader 
last November, when he was booked 
here for two days at $10,000. Dor- 
sey paid the Grail men $3,000 to 
call the action off before it got to 
court. Suit had sought $20,000 
damages for breach of contract. 

Basis of the suit was the claim 
by the student or ginization that 
Dorsey's contract. called for him to 
bring to Chapel Hill his full 35- 
piece band for a concert and two 
dances. They claimed he showed 
up minus the string section of his 
combo, which he had laid off a few 
days before. In addition, they claim 
Dorsey refused to adhere to pleas 
to perform dance numbers, instead 
insisting on playing what he want- 


| ed to. 





In answer, Dorsey had asserted 
that his contract with the school 
men had called, as do all his agree- 
ments, for himself and a minimum 
number of musicians. And that 
without charge to the students he 
had brought along the acts that had 
been working a concert series with 
him just prior to the dance date. 

Charles Vance, representative of 
the Grail, asserted that Dorsey’s 
$3,000 will go toward a scholarship 
fund. 


Agencies; Quits 


Woody Herman Puts Blast on Band — 


GAC for New Tieup 





Dutch Basart Deal For 


Leeds, Maurice Music 


Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 

Les Editions Internationales Basart, 
in Amsterdam, has just closed a deal 
| for the Dutch rights of the Leeds and 
Peter Maurice catalogs. I. G. Gom- 
|perts, Basart manager, has been 
|plugging for a long time to Amer- 
\ican publishers that they make sep- 
arate contracts with local European 
publishers instead of selling Euro- 
pean rights in bulk to one 
|Gomperts is visiting New York this 
fall to tie up more contracts. 

Top tune in Holland now is a 
French song, “Chante Encore dans 
lla Nuit,” which Basart published. 
|Other Basart tunes doing well are 
\“‘Money Is the Root” and “Laughing 
‘On the Outside.” 


| 





house 





Kapp Deprecates 
General Letdown 
In Music Values 


Back from Europe with a 
perspective, Decca prexy Jack Kapp 
finds so much spurious in the record 
and music business that he feels it 
might be wise if some of the Tin 


just for a change of pace. 

Kapp observes there have been no 
sock picture song hits since “Anni- 
versary Song” and the other 
son Story” excerpts. He is fed up 
with phoney disk polls which vote 
for everything and everybody is the 
winnah—excepting that they don’t 
sell records. He is impatient with 
the Hit Parade and kindred stunts 
| because somehow, once those songs 
get overplugged, it’s beginning of the 
end for disk sales. He deprectates 
the lack of quality in pop songs; 
feels that, like the rest of an overly 
|prosperous world, the music men 
| have grown soft and careless: 
| the inspiration and perspiration that 
goes into sparking a new song into 
hitdom is now a mechanized thing; 
that there are so many tunes flood- 
jing the market and so many anzles 
attached thereto that it has ceased 
being a business and frequently bor- 
ders on the racket side. 

Answer to the artificial bull mar- 
| ket, observes Kapp, is the increas- 
ing mortality rate among the inde- 
pendent diskers. Many have fallen 
by the wayside, and many more will, 
whereas in the era of lush war days 
and shortages this or that diskbox 
hit cropped up and gave the new- 
comer a momentary sense of pros- 
perity. That it hurts the legitimate 
business is evidenced by the loss of 
royalty and kindred revenues when 
forced through the wringer. 

Disk Jocks 

Disk jockeys are a case all their 
'own. Kapp sees only a revision of 
the Copyright Law of 1909 as solu- 
tion to that. He is amazed at those 
fancy earnings by platter-chatterers 
| who, fortified chiefly by a persuasive 
| larynx, come along and benefit the 
most commercially. After the cost 
of making a song hit, waxing it, the 








| 


investment of talent and money in) 
and | 


| merchandizing, exploitation 
| popularization, along comes the disk 
| jock and utilizes the platters as a 
,lever for his own (and 
greater) returns. 

None the less the Decca prexy 
sees his company exceeding the $30,- 
1000,.900 gross done by Decca 
year. He had hopes of a $40,000,000 
ivolume but will settle for $35,000,- 
| 000. 

Kapp’s emphasis is on the unusual 
in disking. Irving Berlin's “Free- 


and the Andrews Sisters, is one of 
these. Crosby’s narration on “The 
Man Without a Country” (Album) is 
another. The timely tieup with the 
public revelation of the impounded 
Lincoln papers is another: he’s put- 
ting emphasis on “The Lonesome 


backlog. 





Tommy Dersey gets into New 
York next Sunday (7) for a two- 
| day stay for the debut of his tran- 
| scribed disk jockey shows, then 
hikes back west to pick up his band 
for Coast one-nighters, 





new | 


Pan Alley masterminds went abroad | 


“Jol- | 


that | 


much | 


last | 


dom Train,” waxed by Bing Crosby | 


Train” and the Carl Sandburg bal- | 
lads which have long been in the | 


+ Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Woody Herman put the blast on 
established band booking agencies 
when he signified his intention of 
returning to the band business fol- 
lowing the exit of his summer radio 
show for General Electric. 


| 
Herman, 


who has been at his home here since 
last -winter, when he broke up his 
previous band mainly due to poor 
health, made two moves when he 
decided to reorganize, (1) he severed 
connections with Goldfarb, Miren- 
berg & Vallon, his attornevs and 
personal managers and (2) did not 
renew his contract with General 


Artists Corp. 

Herman's blast at the agencies was 
sharp. It’s his contention that the 
current condition of the band busi- 
ness is due almost entirely to their 
lack of progressive interest. He feels 
| that the wartime peak exerienced by 
| Rene and minor maestroes alike, 
| despite travelling difficulties, per- 
|} sonnel shortages, etc., lulled agency 
| exees into feeling that the boom 
would go on forever and that when 
it did start fo slide no attempt was 
made to point it in the right direc- 
tion. On the other hand, most agency 
| execs feel that the top bandleaders 
| themselves are responsible for the 
current debacle due to the wartime 
wildness of the top maestroes, which 
increased to the point where the 
public would no longer take their 
blasting styles. They also assert that 


most leaders wouldn't listen to 
;}reason until the public's growing 
preference for dance music was 


painfully brought home to them. 
Biz to New Outfit 

As a result of Herman’s resent- 
ment against the handling of the 
band situation by agency men whom 
he feels know little about the prob- 
lems of the current biz and do not 
want to attempt to understand them, 
| he is placing the booking of his band 
in the hatids of a completely new 
| outfit. This group consists of Jack 
| Archer, who last week quit the Wil- 
| liam Morris agency on the Coast as 
one-night booker; Milt Deutsch and 
| Abe Turchen. They have formed the 
| Continental Artists, Inc., because of 
and coincident with Herman's rgs- 
ignation from GAC. All three, in- 
cidentally, have been with Herman 
in the past as road manager of hig 

(Continued on vapge 48) 


Shaw, Musicraft 
Sign 1-Year Pact 


Artie Shaw and Musicraft Records 
| finally came to a conclusion last 
week over a new contract under 
| which Shaw will continue to work 
| for thht label. His new deal calls for 
'a one-year term, wiih a One-year 
option and displaces one that still 
had time to go, but that Shaw felt 
|had been breached by Musicraft 
| Beser to iis financial reorganization. 
| This deal, incidentally, wes a stock 
|arrangement calling for the leader 
| to receive shares as well as cash for 
ibis eiforts. Duke Ellington had a 
similar arrangement. He's now with 
Columbia Records. 


Shaw is in the east. He has not 
done anything musical for months. 
He’s working on a book at his Con- 
necticut home. 


PUSH CONFABS GN 
ASCAP, RADIO DEALS 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers’ radio com- 
mittee and the National Assn. of 
| Broadcasters Music Committee, will 
meet again next Wednesday (10) in 
New York. This confab will be the 
last prior to the start of the NAB 
|convention at Atlantic City the fol- 
| lowing Monday (15) and it’s hoped 
| that the two factions will be able 
'to reach a final agreement on a con- 
tract to replace the existing agree- 
ment between ASCAP and radio, 
which doesn't expire for more than 
two years. 

Whatever conclusions the two 
'committees reach, however, will not 
| be final in so far as ASCAP is con- 
cerned at least. By agreeing with 
/network and regional net beads on 
\the terms of a new deal, only part 
‘of ASCAP’s task will have been 
complet<d. It will still hb-ve to con- 
' vince indie station owners 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


will come, and, with it, the inevita- 
ble stories of how so-and-so is quit- 
ting his record stint “to devote full 
ltime to his other commitments” as 
ihe takes the moo and runs for the 
train, 














By George Frazier 


By Fred Robbins , they make so much loot, 
| training required. 
(WOV, New York, Disk-Spinner and | 
M.C. of Columbia Record Shop | 
Program) 


And. no 


How the jock has grown, George. 
Not only is the weight unlimited, but 
the jobs they held before cover 57 
different varieties. Anyday now, 
lthere’ll be ex-bank tellers, butchers 
and baseball players stoking wax 
and chewing fat. As long as. those 
tabs are glued to the soundbox, why 


Dear George: 

You said it could be about any- 
thing. Well, what else but the mid- 
die of that column title. Who talks 


about anything else these days and/| not? But will they be? Will the 
all-nites? The jukes (hooray) can’t|hep adults and youngsters of today 
speak, but the jocks are much more | be satisfied with some broken down, 
animate, though that may be open | unoriginal V.I.P. from some other | 
to argument. But the influx into/ field cooing in their ears every day, 
the wax world of everyone from | riding on past glory, mumbling sour 
singers, bandleaders, self avowed | know-from-nothings about some rec- 


hillbilly-twanged discoverers of tal- | ord 
ent, sports announcers and just plain | break about, or will they go back 
announcers, has fastened Joe Q’s|to soaperas in disgust, or maybe 
poor hearing flap to his superhetro-| even subscribe to the B.B.C. Only 
dyne to see what’s cookin’. “Ah,/time and Mr. Hooper will tell, but 
free enterprise; that’s what I fought |the indications are fairly obvious 
for, Mom—apple pie and the right/eyen now. And it’s a safe bet, 
to be a disk jockey.” | George, that the vacation will be 

What ‘started this gold (?) rush|over for these erstwhile butchers, 
and how long can it continue? How | bakers, and starmakers—about one 
long will the music conscious (or| year from now after the big pub- 
unconscious) public—or are they—|licity campaign and initial curiosity 
put up with thousands of greatly | wear off. And the ratings start fall- 
publicized talents who give forth! ing like snow, and it comes time for 
every day with brilliant  staff-| the talent to out—and there is none 
written ad libs, viz—‘“And now, the | ito out. Nothing but the backwash 
next record will be, or ‘Whattaya | of cocktail parties, movie trailers, 
gonna sing, Bing,’ or ‘Now that | twenty-four sheets and a staff of 
sweet singer of sweet songs will|stooges and planted: stories all add- 
sing.” Clever these new born and/or|ing up to thousands of dollars of 
well’ worn disk jockeys. No wonder ' promotion. That’s when the payoff 


A Great Novelty 


CASANOVA 
CRICKET 


By Hoagy Carmichael, Dick Charles and Larry Markes 


he doesn’t give a 
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good station | 


Background 


For as the great brains responsible 
will one day get hip to, you can no 
more make a sports expert or a 
news analyst out of a staff an- 
nouncer than you can a disk jockey, 
and vice versa. It takes appren- 
ticeship, George, and a good knowl- 
edge of music, musicians and a gen- 
uine, not artificial, or phony interest 
jin them. The boys who have made 
|names for themselves up to now 
|started years ago, on small stations, 
| creating a technique or a listening 
| habit as they went along. Some are 





still riding on that habit alone. 
| Others came forth, injected their 
lown personality into their record 
shows, prayed that name_ bands 


would play their towns so they could 
idress up the proceedings with a fa- 
mous guest, many of whom seldom 
appreciated the value of such an ap- 
pearance and did these shots re- 
luctantly. Then there were always 
the big network shows to buck, lots 
of unsold time, and tne deal was at 
best a daily grind. Then—WHAP— 
1947. Recognition. And the poor 
old networks began to run down 
like an overworked alarm clock. No 
more ideas. No more imagination. 
No new quiz show angles. No new 
wives for John’s other. Help. What 
to do? Go to the roots of American 
radio and take over the only thing 
which the indefendents had to keep 
them alive against the nets—record 
programs. Great thing. Progress. 
The mighty coast to coast octopi 
with their million dollar staffs, pre- 
senting a brilliant new idea to the | 


___ Continued on page 48) 


TEX WILLIAMS SMOKES 
UP 5G FOR VAUDATES 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Tex Williams, following the suc- 

cess of his Capito! recording, 
“Smoke, Smoke, Smoke,” has started | 
asking $5,000 weekly for theatre 


Sammy Kaye, Lombardo 
To Baton 40 Men At 
NAB’s A.C. Convention 


Sammy Kaye and Guy Lombardo 
are scheduled to go through baton- 


dates for himself and cowboy band.| waving routines at the National 
| Until platter. clicked, outfit worked | Assn. of Broadcasters convention, 
|for scale at barn dances threughout | which starts at Atlantic City, N. J., 
this area. i Sept. 15, but both will be conducting 
Million Dollar ‘theatre here has; bands much larger than anything 
inked Williams for week of Sept.|they’ve ever tackled before. Rather 
16, at flat buy of $3,700 for the|than bring the bands of both to 
stanza. Theatre beat down the price | A.C. to show their wares, leaders will 
by pointing out that oatuner has | wand a combo of 40 radio musicians 
worked around here all season in| brought from N. Y. to supply music 
western dancehalls charging 60c ad-/|for the conventioneers. And when 
mish, 40c. less than nighttime scale |each works, the band will be using 
|'at vaudfilmer. Harry Romm is book- | arrangements patterned after their 
ing the combo for theatres, individual styles. 
Broadeast Music, Inc., which igs 
| supplying the music and entertain- 
| ment for the NAB’ers, has assigned 
and will pay the arrangers for the 
respective Lombardo and Kaye 
bands, to turn out material for the 
40-piece outfit to be used when each 








Armstrong’s Coin Hike 
For Billy Berg Repeat 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Louis Armstrong’s small combo, | conducts. Kaye is expected to stage 
with Jack Teagarden and Zutty | his “So You Want to Lead a Band” 
Singleton, proved such a money-| gimmick during his time onstage, at 


maker for Billy Berg’s nitery here, 
that the group is being brought back 
Dec. 24, for eight weeks, at a salary 
boost. It’s understood the group is 
now getting $3,000 guarantee against 
a percentage of the gate. 

Armstrong is current at the spot, 
but closes Sept. 9 to make way for 
the Mills Bros. Operators of the} 
spot sought to defer the Mills quar- 
tet’s opening for a couple of weeks | 
to hold over Armstrong, but could 
not work it dut. Armstrong is set 
for a series of concert dates with his 
i}small band and couldn’t stay. He 
may, incidentally, go into the Trou- 
bador, 


| Convention Haii, ihe second evening 
of the convention (16). 

Kaye and Lombardo will be at the 
{shindig via their contacts with BMI. 
Both have music publishing firms 
affiliated with the radio-owned per- 
formance rights society. Tommy 
Dorsey and Benny Goodman were 
to have been included, but neither 
can make it. 














Condon Between Covers 


Eddie Condon’s combination me- 
moirs and history of jazz “from Beale 
ew York, later in the fall. St. to Town Hall” is being brought 





1. That’s My Desire (21) (Mills)... 


3. When You Sweet 16 (9) 


4 Temptation (15) (Robbins) ... 


6. Feudin’ and Fightin’ (6) 





Lady From 29 Palms (Martin)..... 


{ Have But One Heart (Barton).. 





| Come to Mardi Gras (Southern) 


i ivy (Burke VE) ini coccicve Pare 


Hurry On Down (Criterion). 


Echo Said No (Lombardo)........ 


On Old Spanish Trail (Maurice) 


I'm So Right Tonight (Leeds)..... 





Cecelia (Bourne) 


eee ee eee eerene 


Old Devil Moon (Crawford) .... 








| Whiffenpoof Song (Miller-Schirmer)......, Bing Crosby....00.é: 305 8. Broad St., Phila. 
[ NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD Naughty Angeline (Simon).......... TTT { Dick Haymes. ........Decca woenet:. PERE —-Seee 
ee CPR M-G-M | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


2. Smoke, Smoke, Smoke (6) (American) 


(Shapiro-B).. 


5. Peg O’ My Heart (15) (Robbins). 


(Chappell). 





Coming Up 


Apple Blossom Wedding (Shapiro-B).... 


| When I Write My Song (Exclusive)........ 


| 
| I Want To Be Loved (Paramount)... 


On the Avenue (Leeds)..... iGhews (40404% .. Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


Ask Anyone Who Knows (Witmark)....... 


As Long As I’m Dreaming (Burke- 


out next month by Henry Holt & Co. 
under the title ““We Called It Music.” 
Tom Sugrue collapbs. 

Collier’s is currently doing a three- 
part exerpt of the book and Sature 




















{Frankie Laine ..... Mercury | 44Y Review of Literature ditto. 
*s**** ) Sammy Kaye ..RCA-Victor | — — 
{Tex Williams........ Capitol ABE OLMAN 
* ) Phil Harris........... Victor | 
{Perry Como.....RCA-Victor | SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 
2 S| errr. Decca | 
cseccsee engie-staterd ... . Capitol | CUBAN 
{ Harmonicats , . Vitacoustics | 
or Suns.... RCA-Victor | LOVE 
{ Dorothy Shay.....Columbia 


** ) Tex Beneke.....RCA-Victor 


SONG 











T. Tallahassee (4) (Famous)............6. ease is ial eee yo rind y 
8. Chi-Babs (14) (Oxford) ...........04. Peony Reet] Music by... 
9..I Wonder (12) (Robbins)...........00. | Eddy Howard.. 7, Majestic | JIMMY McHUGH 
/ **) Tony Pastor.. . Columbia ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
| 10. Who’s Kissing Her (1) (E. B. Marks)., Perry Cline. :, uRChe Victor | as 








— 


Ss 
“sau wasn nennne|{f THE BACHELOR 
reddy Martin. .RCA-Victor 
ii Feta ’ ) Andrews Sisters......Decca as AND THE 
{ Vic Damone........Mercury 
seeeeee* ) Frank Sinatra:....Columbia : BOBBY SOXER 
{ Buddy Clark......Columbia T 
** | Sammy Kaye... .. Victor 
oscocscee reddy Martin. -RCA-Victor ‘ "One cf the happiest pic- 
peed et rs our ME tures ever."—WN. Y. Mirror. 
o Stafford...... ....-Capito 
*eeeeesee* ) Vaughn Monroe...... Victor E Grek. Oy WH Madhee 
ickeviebatien --« Nellie Lutcher..... . Capitol s 
s**e* | Beryl Davis..... oes Victor rete 

















§ Elliot Lawrence ..Columbia 
{Sammy Kaye ..... ... Victor | 


Margaret Whiting....Capitol | 


THANKS-~ 
RED AND CURLEY 


cssocecees Danny, Baye,....4.0. DeCch 
SKeseesecue ee Howard......Majestic 
vp Tex Beneke.....RCA-Victor | EDDIE ant GEORGE 
sit Harry James......Columbia | 
ce.ede wee ae <a eecccces -Capitol | TAILORS TO THE STARS 
ree eee Three tig 7 re Victor | Smart attire for Acts and Bands 
e Margaret Whiting.. . Capitol | When in the East Call or Wire 


ere 


* | Gene Krupa ..... .Columbia | 
-Decea| 


for Representative with Samples 














EVERYBODY’S TALKING A 


PENGUIN AT THE WALDORF 


By Jimmy Eaton, Larry Wagner ond Frank Shuman 


— 


BOUT 


and FRANKIE CARLE’S Sensational COLUMBIA Recording 


DREYER MUSIC CORP. 





Gen. Prof, Mgr., 


MIKE SUKIN 


1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


se 
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haron Pease. 


a concert tour. 


Charlie “Butch” 
Music's N. Y. office. 
Bob Chester bands, 
“Champagne For Everybody”. 
dures’ “Open Secret’. 
Martha Tilton this week does 
Gannon and Walter Kent have pedd 
Beautifyl Girl” 
“April Showers” 

.Anthony Collins this week 
“The Fabulous 





Music N 10 Best Sheet Selle 
usic Notes P 
(Week Ending Aug. 30) 
Leon McAuliffe, southwest bandleader, waxed’ three disks for Majestic. bts 4 age Snagbbhd sens 
... George Taylor, Chicago ad agency exec, made his initial venture into ran t 16 servi eee 
op songwriting, doing lyric for “Chick-A-Biddy Boogie,” with music by Phat’ lean es, Shapiro-B 
Apollo lopped -off “Mahzel” from backing of Murphy Sis-| j Wish mie meg eddbas FST, are 
ters’ “Breaking in a New Heart” and replaced with “Civilization”. . x . Bie whee aS T dexter gee 
Pianist and composer Calvin Jackson wound up pact with Metro, where Penta? e Fiaktint  Paesett 
he was assistant to musical director George Stoll. He’s now readying for Anyone Who Knows...Witmark 
Cyril Lockridge scoring 20th-Fox’s upcoming “Nightmare Alley”. FF aay sp One Heart... .Barton 
ee 4 now professionally managing for Spina- Green a ed NE as ho Re Mee SE Supreme 
.Bob Bavey, vocalist, formerly with Gene Krupa and Second 10 

" signed for a singing shot in Sam Coslow’s film, PEVANESSES iccic.c wees: Famous 
-Hal Bourne will score Marathon Pic- Smoke, Smoke, Smoke. American 
Gordon MacRae, Margaret Whiting, Jack Smith Lady 20 Palms. ; ood. o35.. Martin 
and Dinning Sisters last week had etching sessions for Capitol Records.... Whiffenpoof ..Miller-Schirmer 
her first recording for Majestic....Kim CeO fs oes kbc dees 695 Oxford 
led two of their tunes, “World's Most Aint’cha Comin’ Back...Sinatra 
and “Little Trouper” to Warner Bros. for insertion in Almost Being in Love......Fox 
pic....Helen Forrest will cut an album for M-G-M label Ln Gwe eee he ere ye Burke-VH 
commenced scoring Republic Pictures’ Come to Mardi Gras...Southern 
Texan”....Modernaires have cut an eight-faced album On the Avenue............ Leeds 


for Columbia... 
into religious hymns. 
which label will release along with 
Star’s oatuner, T. Tex Tyler... 
for Columbia. 


man scoring “That Hagen Girl” for 


-Four Star Records, 
Firm has bought 16 masters from Bible Institute, 


.Gene Autry last week cut four Xmas tunes 
First Yule-tunes ever etched by cowpoke. 


Hollywood indie, broadening out 








eight semi-religious chants by Four 


Les Brown Cancels 
String of 1-Nighters 


...-Franz Wax- 
Warners. 





FEMME MARTIN BLOCK 


RIDES DISKS IN CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Rosemary Wayne is perhaps the 
busiest femme disk jockey in the 
country. 
her late evening spot from a half to 
a full hour, (1), 
Miss Wayne now presides over 12 
hours of disk flipping weekly on two 
local stations, WJJD being the other. 


effective yesterday 


They're all pretty well loaded with | 


co-op commercials. 

The WCFL Wayne show competes 
with another 
Merrill, 


the Chicago platter spinning field. 





Schooler Quits Casino For. 


Meadowbrook Partnership 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Harry Schooler quit management | 
of Tommy Dorsey’s Casino Gardens, | 
Ocean Park, near here, to sit in on 
newly purchased partnership in 
Meadowbrook. 


Schooler bought a 25% interest in 
ballroom for reported $25,000 and has 
aready taken over promotion job 
there. Harold Lewin and Joe Zucca, 
partners, continue management of | 
Meadowbrook. 
































When Tonight 
Is Just a Memory 


By BENNIE BENJAMIN 
And GEORGE WEISS 
* 
OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
George Joy, Pres. 
16°? Bway ° New York 19 














——- 














SONG DESERVES 
A HIT THLE PAGE 


CIRCULARS 
ADS 

FOLIOS 
CATALOGUES 


Ne 
Design for Udectlising 


NEW YORK SN. Y 


SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 


(That Cigarette) 





+ HAnover 2-0557 











AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


9108 Sumset Bivd., Garet Komero 
Hollywood 46, Cal. 85 W. 42 St., N.¥.C. 





With WCFL’s extension of | 


“side saddler”—June | 
of WENR. Pair constitute | 
the only members of their sex in| 








For Bob Hope Preem 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Les Brown’s orchestra was forced | 


To Cavallaro Holdover to cancel more than 30 one- nighters | 


the Paramount the- 


atre, N. Y., of the Carmen Cavallaro 
orchestra and the film, 


Stranger” 





'Dailey Goes Latin Due 


Holdover by in order to be here 


“Welcome | Pepsodent show, on which he was 


{set for the season recently. Brown's 
for a seventh week, has 


last date in the east will be worked 
forced Frank Dailey into playing the.) Sept. 14 at the Aragon Ballroom, 
first Latin orchestra he has ever | Chicago. Next day he 
booked. Cavallaro was due into| = rangeny ona 5 y Hill 
. is a ° = rown as a nome in everly 11448 
Dailey's Sept. 17, while Dezi Arnaz here and his booking on the Hope 
| replaced him at the Par. With the |show gives him something he has 
theatre holding Cavallaro another 
week and as a result Arnaz having | t00. 


Dailey's for one week and then | BERLE ADAMS SELLS 
STOCK IN MERCURY 


| switch jobs with Cavallaro. Latter’s 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 


seven weeks at the N.Y. Par is a 
| compromise as the theatre wanted 

Berle Adams, ex-chairman of the 

board of Mercury Records here, sold 


to keep Cavallaro eight weeks. 
Dailey as yet has nothing booked 
his stock to Frank Harmon and Max 
Hoffman, large stockholders, last 


beyond Cavallaro. Skitch Hender- 
'son’s orchestra probably will follow, 
week for undisclosed figure. 
Jimmy Hillard, head of artists and 


but contracts haven’t been signed. 
| Stan Kenton is dtte Dec. 23. Caval- 

repertory, has added Lew Douglas, 
arranger, to his staff. 








| laro goes to the Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco, thereafter, 


| 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey oj Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman Director. 

Survey Week of August 22-28, 1947 





Across the Alley From the Alamo.......cccccesce ceeeecees Capitol 
GiB TCHR EVES COMA BOGE. cic eviacesecedvbcvisices PES Tey Sinatra 
MRE ODE FAW co oh04 4s 060. bot 0 8s hhawse~ees.. beeeenneec <6 Beds Bourne 
Almost Like Being In Love—** Brigadoon”.....2. s2.+ o++-FOX 

Ai ADSIS BiGMOns WORGIOR: soe be chi eae bes paacs esas Shapiro-B 
As Long As I'm Dreaming—i“Welcome Stranger”.........Burke-VH 
ASE ADYVONS WHO TMOWSE i: 6 ocascicccandcvds «3 eas Pe a eae Pe Witmark 
MIS, <ihct anew see beans ea Pn aN AR, 2 Sp Eee PR rey He ABC 
EN rer Tes Tere Pi Riwatia s erste eee es eek bee Oxford 
CO, 2 Ge ORM CRED Sit ctiyacvcdasd ves bord sank bn eee Southern 
OGD VEUCF—1t COD  VOET nis vce sk 00k cb bee e dame aban Remick 
Don’t Tell Me—*¢°Hucksters” ......40.c0ice coves ne . «..- Robbins 
EDO. ee THO sicieccdses PO ee ee ee eee ee Lombardo 
EY Te 35k SCY oi ke gees) ou 608148 LOee Ghar ee 88s Warren 
Feudin’ and Fightin’—7;“Sons O’ Guns”............+. . «-..Chappell 
oe ee ree eee ree eee eee eee Barton 

lL Wish I Didn't Love You So—y‘ ‘Perils of Pauline” ....-Paramount 
i-Wonder & Wenders © WOMGel 6 facie ise ebcsetekes .«..-Robbins 

i Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now—t“Il Wonder Now”.....E. B. Marks 
Je Vous Aime—t“Copacabana” ............. he Ee 6 o0e stewie 
Ray TeOM BB. POMIB. eo iloec bceied. cine es Stee usec es 66s Martin 
My Heart Is a Hobo—t“Welcome Stranger’.............. Burke-VH 
ee eee Pe eee ee eee Tee RT ee ee eer Leeds 

rr ee Cle sR: SE ROEE, 5658045 Cra 4nd snes aes or 0s+ 4060 Peter Maurice 
ig as Pere eee rae era cee ear Mitr ians <deih en Eee Chappell 
ee FE PPT TTT EEE OTT Tee ee 
Story of Sorrento ..........e0- hittin Giaescsneten es iens ee ..Pemora 
RNG Geant VOTIOty CHIT 6a os 55 650 0:0 0 0s 0950 tn 000,08. 0008 Famous 
THALES BEG DCMS. coe al 1050 .b6 000-06: cece cence eoea a bie ose ...-Mills 
There's That Lonely Feeling Again. .......scccecscocse vous Mellen 
Turntable Song—i“Something in Wind”..............0e0- Miller 


The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc. Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of August 22-28, 1947 





Drought im Corn Area May Dry Up 
Midwest 1-Niters Unless Prices Sliced 


Chicago, Sept. ,for the farmer’s daughter and his 

Midwest one-night band ee rug-cutting scion. This of course 

who have had tough going since the will mean smaller attendance and 

end of the postwar spending spree,|reduced takes at the crossroads 
but who have been looking forward dancehall. 


to a pickup in biz in the fall, may —_—— 
Louis Jordan Out Of 





ace is from corn, and brother, 





through Texas and surrounding area | 
in time for the | 
idebut next week (14) of Bob Hope's | 


leaves by | 


| long sought—a job and time at home, | 


dwindling commissions. New men- 
some bands | 


the kind of corn that 


be faced instead with another jolt to 
it’s not | 
Hosp, to Resume Tour 


‘oe 
give out, 


Bs i: Louis Jordan was released over 
| It seems a widespread drought in the weekend from a New York hos- 
|the corn belt is serious enough to pital following an operation for a 
have a heavy effect on bookings. | twisted intestine, and may resume 
| Ballroom operators in the affected | work Sept. 17 with a string of: one- 
areas have advised agency men here, ighters through the Carolinas 
that come fall they will be forced Georgia. etc for promoter Ralph 
to reduce guarantees for higher- Weinberg. However, the maestro’s 
|Priced bands because of the poor | doctor doesn’t want him to get back 
| outlook for the corn crop. That or|on the stand before Oct. 1. and if 
jhave their talent go begging. In| he’s not well enough by the time 
|many sections the fields have taken Weinberg’s dates come up may be 


isuch a beating that the promised 
“rg ay which was eased only slight- | 

by rains during the past week, | 
ia mean much less spending money 


| 


forced to cancel. 

Jordan previously had cancelled 
out of a long series of one-nighiers 
through Texas and Florida. 


mM \\\ Nae \\ 
AMY 
thy AN \ 








} 


) 





' A\ ANS ANY r Ny 
| 2, > 
BMI W-4 Shut- | 


i) HIT TUNES FOR SEPTEMBER 
| (On Records) 


ih CASTANETS AND LACE (Republic) 


20-2345 ® Bob Houston—MGM* 








Sammy Kaye—Vic. 


COME TO THE MARDI GRAS (Peer) 


“¢ Xavier Cugat—Col. 37556 © Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2288 
AN Victer Lombardo—Maj. 7243 © Fernando Alvares—Sig. 15145 
Guy Lombardo—Dec. 24156 © Dinning Sisters—Cap.* 


IT TAKES TIME (London) 


ail! Benny Goodman—Cap. 376 ® Lovis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2229 
\\N Doris Day—Col. 37324 ® Guy Lombardo—Dec. 23865 


1 WONDER WHO’S KISSING HER NOW (Merks) 
Perry Como—Vic. 20-2315 © Ted Weems-Perry Como—Dec. 25078 
Ray Neble—Col. 37544 ® Dinning Sisters—Cap. 433 

we Jean Sablen—Vic. 25-0101 © Danny Kaye—Dec. 24110 
Dick Robertsen—Dec. 1512 ® Ben Yost Singers—Sonora 1084 
Feur Vagabends—Apello 1055 ® Jack Mclean—Ceast 8002 
Frank Froeba—Dec. 23602 © Bebby Deyle—Sig. 15057 
D‘Artega—Senera 2012 © Fey Willing—Maj. 6013 
Jee Heward—Deluxe 1036 © Marshall Young—Rainbow 10002 
Jeseph Littau—Piletene 5132 © Jerry Cooper—Diamond 2082 
Wayne King—Vic.* 


JUST AN OLD LOVE OF MINE  (Compbeli-Porgie) 
Billy Eckstine—MGM 10043 © Dick Farney—Maj. 7248 
Tommy Dersey—Vic. 20-2371 © Peggy lee—Cop. 445 

Doris Day—Col. 37821 


LOLITA LOPEZ (Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2288 © Dinning Sisters—Cop. 433 


SMOKE! SMOKE! SMOKE! (That Cigarette) 
(American) 
Tex Williams—Cap. 40001 © Phil Horris—Vic. 20-2370 
Lawrence Welk—Dec. 24113 © Deuce Spriggins—Ceast 263 
Johnny Bond—Col. 37831 


TENNESSEE (stevens) 


Blue Barron—MGM 10058 


THE STORY OF SORRENTO = (Pemore) 
Buddy Clark-Xavier Cugot—Col. 37507 © Bebby Doyle—Sig. 15079 


THERE’S THAT LONELY FEELING AGAIN. 
(Mellin) 
Hel Mcintyre—MGM 10032 © Cennee Boswell—Apollo 1064 
Levis Prima—Maj. 1145 © Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-2287 
Frankie Corle—Col. 37484 © Freddy Stewart—Cap. 426 


' *Seon Te Be Released. 


WAIT'LL | GET MY SUNSHINE IN THE 
MOONLIGHT (Vanguard) 
Ginny Simms—Mercury 3014 © Four Chicks & Chuck—MGM—10048 
Jack Mclean—Coast 8009 © Foy Willing—Maj. 6013 
Gordon Jenkins—Dec,* © The Mel-Tones—B & W* 


















Coming Up 


A GIRL THAT | REMEMBER (emi) 





EV'RYBODY AND HIS BROTHER (smi) 
FORGIVING YOU (Mellin) 

HILLS OF COLORADO (London) 
HONEYMOON (Marks) 

THAT MISS FROM MISSISSIPPI (Dawn) 
THIS IS THE INSIDE STORY (stevens) 
YOU'RE THE PRETTIEST THING (Duchess) 


BROADCAST | MUSIC INC. 


FTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK . 


W YORK 19 


chicacd , 


HOLLYWOOD 








All My LOVC....sccsccsccccccccccscccwesscccssececioos vos Harms 
ee fy ee Sr ee eee re eee TT Chat sss on Caen Miller 
Can You Look Me In The EByeB. ..cccccocccccvcscssencey United 
Mor OnGe. TA: YOUF Lakes ccs ccscndees cove nr ers jvihovwtion Dreyer 
I Do Do, Do Like You............. died eared eines < oeneen wie Harms 
If My Heart Had A Window........-++-0. re saree er eee Mutual 
Ivy—i“Ivy” ..Burke-VH 
Juat An Old Love Of Mine secs occ iccescce cd tec cc ceotecges C-P 
Just Plain Love......... AE oh ere Se ee Pe Oe ee ee ey ee Morris 
Kokomo, Ind.—*“Mother Wore Tights”.............. e085 Bregman-V-C 
Lazy Countryside—*“Fun—Fancy Free”.........--.--+0+-- Santly-Joy 
Love And The Weather........cc.cccccccsecsssecssscee sees Berlin 
Naughty Angeline .......ce.ee cece reece cere nee teens Simon 
Oh My Achin’ Heart .........-2+0e-eseeee Tete eee Mood Music 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow” le hts Sea es Ge Crawford 
Red Silk Stockings And Green Perfume GWhcaadts cans tae E. H. Morris 
TOMOTTOW 1.0. cece cece teen eset ee rer eweeere nites ee eees E. H. Morris 
‘When You Were Sweet Sixteen............-..-- Lo ae: FY Shapiro-B 
You Do—?t“Mother Wore Tights”. .......-.0eeeeee cece ee eee Bregman-V-C 
You're Not So Easy To Forget......-..sceeeecescsseeecees Feist 
ical. * Legit Musical. 
‘oe (Copyright Office of Research, Inc., New York) 
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e,° o 2 
Bands at Hotel B.0.’s) British Best sheet Seles Inside Orchestras—Music 
a n tS) a O * e (Week Ending Aug. 28) _ 
c Tota:| Sorrento ......... ... Ricordi reg Meee ak " ee 
nn Now Is the Hour. .Keith, Prowse British songstress Beryl Davis, imported several months ago by Willard 
Band Hotet Played Week On Date! People Will Say......- Chappell | Alexander, is due for a neat plug in Life. Next Tuesday (9) the mag 
Skinnay Ennis... Astor Roof (850; §1-$1.25)........:. & seer Pg I Believe.....-- beeen BE. Morris | wil] lense a “diagramatic picture” of some 100 reps of the daily and trade 
Jack Fina........ Waldorf (400; $2) .... 0. ssseereee. 4 2,859 saa0e | BersyONiTs) « cacasvccdessre Wright press, radio producers, disk jockeys, talent scouts, band and platter execs, 
Skitch Henderson. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 10 et 6475 | Old Spanish Trail...... Maurice | all of whom will be rounded up at the 71st Regiment Armory, N. Y. 
Jerry Wald* waite as New Yorker (400: $1-$1.50)....+.... 5 ge Bapiad Got Sun in the Morning Berlin Photo, arranged by the warbler’s flack, Wayne Varnum, and Gene Cook 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ......+.++. 42 1.150 1.150 Gal in Calico........+- Feldman and Marjorie Frankenthaler of Life’s staff, is supposed to represent “all 
Orrin Tucker..... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)....-.eeee0- 0  f1,id , tittte Cit Blo ctu. cee Dash the ingredients of success for a singer like Miss Davis.” 
Guilt. +. .cacvcccesta 0 ace a 
Heartache .......0.:.. Connelly : Mary 
*Ice Revue at New Yorker. —Ginny Simms at Waldorf senmsadile AS Se FD&H When vocalist Bob Davey’s warbling career reached a temporary low 
t 3 days. ebb some time ago due to the fold of some Coast diskeries, singer re- 
, ¥ . Second 12 portedly pooled $3,000 with a few of his friends on a flock of audition 
Chicago | Garden in the Rain. ...Connelly platters. Throat ailment then held down results but recently he’s been 
* 


Chicago, Sept 
$1.50-$2.50) 


Del Courtney (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 1,100 min., 
Pre-Labor Day week had most spots doing satisfactory biz 
upped to 10,700. 

Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; Min. $3.50. Cover $1.00-$1.50) 
Doing best business in over month; 3,600 covers 


Benny Strong (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min Cov. $1.00) 
Steady 3,300. . 
Charlie Ventura (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2.00-$3.50 min.). Picked | 


up to 4,600. | 


Los Angeles 


Eddy Howard (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Splendid 2,600 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 2,000 covers, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
650; Min. 





| 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; $3.50). Carmen Miranda head- | 
lining. Hot 6,000. 
Henry King (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Upped to 13,500 admishes. 
Ray Pearl (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). In next-to-last frame, Pearl | 
pulled 2,800, mostly college crowd back from vacations. Sherman Hayes 
replaces next week (9). 
Teddy Phillips (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Jumped to 14,200. Johnny | 
Long in Sept. 9. 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Ben Blue held over an- 
other. week. Buddy Lester tentatively set for Sept. 11. Slow 3,400. 





(Los Angeles) 


Lawrence Welk (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk.). Best biz in years; 
11,000 admishes for band, popular at this site. 

Frankie Masters (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk.). Let-down 
with departure of Tommy Dorsey; looks like 4,000 for first frame. 

Frankie Carle (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 6th wk.). Windup stanza 
snagged around 10,000 customers, nice. Jimmy Dorsey opened last nite 
(Tues. ). 








——_ + 


Music Born To Live 





Simon, Harrison Needling 
| Fend Headed for Climax 


As Columnist Takes Air 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Feud that’s been going on here in 


recent months between Ernie Simon, 
WJJD disk jock, and Dale Harrison, 
Chicago Sun takes a} 
|unique twist next week (8). That’s | 
|when Harrison will take over | 
'Simon’s programs while the latter is | 
‘on vacation—and, incidentally, leave 
himself wide open to gibes from 
| contemporaries. 

Harrison will spin disks and gab 
on Simon’s daily two-hour morning 


show and the circumstance climaxes 
a six-month needling feud between 
| the two via column and mike. Har- 
rison has often referred to Simon 
in print as “the magnificent nothing 


| 


columnist, 









Outdoor spot 


| for 


| Krupa orchestra has woundup short 


They Say It’s Wonderful. .Berlin 
What Beautiful Morning.Chappell 


Marianne ......c.see Southern 
Donegal Wath . Leeds 
Anniversary Song . Connelly 
Cen! Sc ee stim eae Sun 
Try Little Tenderness Connelly 
Time After Time.... Ed. Morris 
Night Like This ....... Connelly 
My Adobe Hacienda...Southern 
Nicaragua. a... sve eee . Jeeds 








On the Upbeat | 








New York 


Signature Records sliced prices of | 
jazz series from $1.50 per disk to $1 
12-inchers and $1 to 75c on 10) 
... Frank Dailey sprained ankle | 
badly during round of golf with | 
Perry Como at Knoll G.C., N. J... .| 
It’s Gene Tracey, not Arthur Tracey, | 
head of Majestic Records . . . Disk | 
industry people intrigued by ad in | 
N. Y. papers a week ago seeking “top 
administrative exec for high position 
with name recording company”... . 
Count Basie adding Hammond organ 
to orchestra, which he’ll play, dou- 
bling from piano ... Jerry Wald or- | 
chestra extended at New Yorker 
hotel until mid-September ... Decca 
Records declared a 25c per share 





dividend on capital stock, payable 
Sept. 30. Louis Armstrong's 
initial eastern jazz concert with 


small band including Jack Teagar- 
den and Sidney Catlett dated for 
Nov. 9 at Severance Hall, Cleve. 


Hollywood 
Harry Owens being offered by 


Music Corporation of America for 
autumn one-niters at $1,000 ... Gene 





stint at Universal-International and 
headed north for one-nighters . . 
Mus-Art agency peddling Jimmy | 
Dorsey, when he winds current | 
stand at Palladium, for one-niters, | 
asking $1,500 weekday guarantees 
and $1,750 for Saturdays, against 
60% of gross ... Harry Schooler has 
bought a $25,000 share of Meadow- 
brook Gardens, and has been re- 
placed as manager of Casino Gar- 
dens by Eddie Gilmartin . . . Hal 
Derwin crew weekending at Trianon 
ballroom . . . New terpalace, Diana, 
opening Sept. 12, with weekend 
policy and Jan Savitt as first band. 


’ Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Martha Glaser back in Chicago 





of radio” and the “Platter-playing 
prozon.” When Simon's vacation 
came up, he dared his tormentor to 
substitute and Harrison took him 
|up. He'll get paid, incidentally. 
Harrison says he'll play more rec- 
jords and do less talking and show 
ij} how a good platter show should be 
conducted. Simon's vacation is be- 
ing spent at Walter Reed hospital, 
| where a war injury is being checked. 


| Melis Forms Eight-Piecer 


| Chicago, Sept. 2. 
! 
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IF IT’S TRUE 


Jehnny Desmond-Page Cavanaugh Trio 
(Victor 20-2312) 
Ceotie Williams (Majestic 1165) 
and more records coming! 


s 
BLUE 
{and Broken Hearted) 


Bing Crosby (Decea 24114) 
Hal Derwin Capitol 430) 





incoming show Sept. 19 at the Inn 
Shaye Cogan will do femme vocals 


, @ 
Tonight You Belong to Me 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 











a single. 
ommeenamind 


Jose Melis, who has been working and Pear! Bailey into Regal theatre, 
the College Inn, Sherman hotel neve | 
asa piano single, will form an eight- 
piece orchestra. Band will front the 

| 
| Oct. 10 ° 


Band was also pacted for Mercury | for College Inn of the Sherman, 
Records, for which Melis records as | Sept 


for advance work on “Jazz At the 
Philharmonic” concert Oct. 12 at 
Orchestra Hall... J. J. Levin of 
Mutual Entertainment in New York 
on band talent search . . Count 
Basie set for the Paradise Theatre, 
| Detroit, week of Oct. 10, and Duke 
| Ellington week of Oct. 24... After 
| Teddy Phillips closes Trianon Sept. 
|7, band does series of one nighters 
until the 26th when it opens at Casa 
Loma Ballroom, St. Louis . .. Russ 
Carlyle into Iroquois Gardens, 
Louisville, Sept: 12 for two weeks. 

. . Lou Breeze, leader of Chicago 
|theatre orch, dickering to do disk 
| jockey show here . . . Earl Hines 





week of Sept. 26... Russ Fachine, 


on the 


| 
| 


| Wiesmu 


—+ 





inked by Sam Coslow for a featured part on the producer's forthcoming 
“Champagne for Everybody.” He's also set for a fall show on the ABC 
net tagged “The Blues and Bob,” similar in format to the old “Chamber 
| Music Society of Lower Basin Street.” Bill Millner band and warbler 
| Linda Keene will round out the program. Yale Hirsch is handling him 
Coast. 


Frankie Laine, Mercury Records’ top-seller, is being pressured to wax 
six sides he still owes Atlas Records, Hollywood odd-label, on a pact singer 
inked before he joined Mercury. It is rather apparent Laine is dodging 
disking for Atlas on theory the firm cannot get distribution that Mercury 
can. Since the first of year, Laine has received $68,000 in royalties from his 
Merc sales and only $400 from Atlas. The Atlas-Laine contract expires in 
May and it is possible the paper may wither without the jump-vocalist 
winding his commitment. 

According to Laine’s agreement with Mercury, -that firm gets first 
whack at any of his tune selections, hence Atlas could wax only 
Merc spurned, ‘anyhow. 


what 





Marshall Young’s new orchestra, now at Post Lodge, Larchmont, N. Y.,, 
is using a new audience-participation gimmick which is getting con- 
siderable attention in that spot. Young’s idea is called “Do a Duet With 
Marshall Young” and the title just about explains it; he selects patrons 
by number, employing both men and women. Femmes of course sing 
with him and males work with his girl vocalist. He uses it only in the 
room at the moment, but expects eventually to spread it to radio remotes. 
It’s a switch on previously used gimmicks, but seems to get more 
attention. 





Frank Palumbo, operator of the Click, Philadelphia, name band spot as 


| well as other Philly niteries, is taking on quite an aura‘ in the trade as a 
| result of the gifts he distributes to bandleaders and other names con- 


cerned with the band industry. Not only does he hand out expensive 
baubles and other items to maestroes who work his spot, he goes all out 
for visiting leaders and industry people. Most of those who have been 
on the receiving end of Palumbo’s largesse are flabbergasted when it 
occurs. 


Como Launches New 


Meadowbrook Policy | 
By Turning ‘Em Away | 


Perry Como broke it up at Frank | 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook for five days | 
last week, launching the spot’s new | 
season with a bang. Working under | 
a new policy set up by Dailey, which 
calls for name singers and acts | 
(with Como were Marion 
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Hutton, | 
the Martins, Evans Family and Sam 
Donahue’s orchestra), Como opened 
last Tuesday (26) by playing to 1,200 
people and each night boosted the 
tetal until Saturday and Sunday 
when he played to capacity (1,800), 
Saturday turning away over 2,000 
and Sunday slightly less. 


Though He won't often have re- 
cording artists with the b.o. stature 
of Como to bloster seconary bands, 
Dailey is definitely set on the policy 
of using such names when top bands 
are unavailable. Mel Torme, Ray 
McKinley’s orchestra, pianist Walter 
Gross and a dance team followed 
Como last night (Tuesday). 
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1619 Broadway * Now York, N. Y. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
GEORGE DALIN, Prof. Mgr. 


VIOLINIST 


Available for Dance, Sym- 
phony, Radio, Recording, 
Show Orchestras — More 
Than 10 Years’ Show Busi- 
ness Experience. 


DAVE HYDER 


Call AT 9-9715 or Write 
111 Tuder Place, Bronx 52, WN. Y. 




















Frasetto Sues Writers 
Of ‘Life’ Song on Deal 


Joseph Frasetto, orchestrator and 
contactman, filed suit last week in 
N. Y. federal court against Moe Jaffe, | 
Henry Tobias and Larry Vincent, | 
writers of the song, “If I Had My) 
Life to Live Over.” He charges non- 
payment for services and seeks the 
sum of $5,000 and an accounting of 
the tune’s sheet music sales which he 
estimates at 500,000 copies. 


Under a contract allegedly entered | 























|of Mus-Art, in Manhattan ... Clyde 
|McCoy into Coney Island, Cincinnati 
Sept. 23 weekend .. . Eddie Rogers 
into the Claridge Hotel, Memphis, 

. . Eddie Hubbard dated 
19 as disk jock-emcee, his 
isecond shot in less than six months. 


into on Sept. 24, 1942, Frasetto claims 
| that Jaffe, in behalf of himself and 
| the other writers, agreed to hire him 
| to help exploit the song at a fee of 
one cent a copy on all sheet music 
sold. Written in 1939, tune is pub- | | B, COPPOLA. 1 Aster Si. 
lished by General Music Corp., which : 


is not a defendant in the action. ' CPRENEOSADE 6, H. ¥. 


SONGS 


Popular or Old, Arranged for Male 
Veices in Modern or Berber Shop Style 


WRITE: 











a 








OFF TO A, GREAT START 


Lyrics by 
JACK SEGAL 


OR ONCE IN YOUR LIFE 
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Music by 
MARVIN FISHER 


RECORDED BY: Frankie Carle, Columbia—King Cole Trio, Capitol—Bob Eberle, Decca—Bi'l Johnson, Victor—Dick Farney, Majestic—Vic Damone, 
Mercury—Eddy Howard, World—Jack Fina, Muzak—Margaret Whiting, Ziv— Geo. Towne, Assoc.—Norman Cloutier, NBC. 


DREYER MUSIC CORP Gen 


. Prof. Mgr., MIKE SUKIN 





1650 Broadway, New York 19, .N. Y 
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Negro Vaude Unit Set for Europe Dates 
With Salary Remittances Cleared 





-A sepia vaude unit has been set¢ 
for a tour of France, Spain and the 
Scandinavian countries. Unit, to in- 
clude Earl Warren’s Orch, Jeni Le- 
Gon ahd a Clarence Robinson line, 
is one of the largest troupes to be 
sent abroad since start of the war. 
obstacle in exporting 


Major 
American talent to France and 
other continental countries has been 


the amount of earnings that can be 
remitted to the U. S. No definite 
rulings have been made by the 
French government and_ ultimate 
amount that can be sent out is sub- 
ject.to the discretion of the French 
Office Des Change, which must okay 
the visa& and the percentage of 
earnings that can be taken out. Once 
the exchange office approval is ob- 
tained on performer contracts, the 
rates specified can be remitted. 


In the instance of the Warren unit, 
approval has been obtained for the 
group to remit 25% of its earnings 
in Paris and 50% on French play- 
dates outside of Paris. Unit will be 
able to take out 50% of its earnings 
from the Riviera, full salaries out- 
side of Spain, and 60-75% from the 
Scandinavian countries. 


Deal was made by Freddie Fields 
of the Abner Greshler office and 
Barney Brown, who is Sol Hurok’s 
European rep. Brown has already 
deposited transportation costs in a 
New York bank. 


However, acts have been warned 
that while they can take out monies 
stipulated in contracts approved by 
the Office Des Chante, they'll run 
into difficulties once they negotiate 
new pacts while traveling in France. 
Frequently the performer will not 
be able to move any dough from 
those dates out of the country, and 
under terms of new French legisla- 
tion, there’s not much in exportable 
goods that he’ll be able to buy for 
money earned in this country. 


Solution to monetary difficulties 
in France is likely to come when the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
negotiates its deal with the French 
government. Deal was started some 
time ago, but has never been com- 
pleted. AGVA has been working on 
a plan in which the French regime 
would pay 50% of all administrative 
expenses in return for taking care of 
French acts playing here and final- 
izing all deals for American per- 
formers to play France. Percentage 
of earnings to be exported would be 
the major item of this pact. 


‘ICE VOGUES’ PACTED FOR 
HOLIDAY RUN IN CUBA 


First major ice show to play 
Cuba has been set. for the Palace of 
Sport on the grounds of the Univer- 
sity of Havana. “Ice Vogues” will 
play there starting Dec. 26 to Jan. 
17 and has already been cleared by 
the Cuban government. “Vogues” 
companion show, “Holiday on Ice” 
played Mexico City the past season. 

Unit is slated to start rehearsals 
Sept. 29 in Toledo and will open in 
Dayton, Oct. 18. It will play a string 
of other dates prior to the Cuban 
date. 

Around 60 skaters 
signed for the layout. 


Aerialist Killed In 
Fall at Mpls. Fair 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Minnesota State Fair grandstand 
show mishaps brought death to one 
man and injury to two others. Lloyd 
Blondin Rellim, 42, circus aerialist, 
plunged 75 feet to his death before 
a crowd of 20,000 when he lost his 
balance after riding a bicycle in 
mid-air across a bar on rectangular 
frame while a trapeze artist per- 
formed on the other end. His wife 
and two children, witnessed the 
tragedy. 

In the fall Rellim suffered a 
broken neck, fractured skull and 
other injuries and was dead before 
he reached hospital. 


Clint Cook and William Tornbom, 
two stunt men, suffered severe burns 
during their “slide for life” through 
pools of blazing gasoline as part of 
a “Thrill Day” program at the Fair. 
The act consisted of three men hang- 
ing on the rear bumpers of speeding 
cars, then dropping off as the cars 
hit the flaming gasoline. Both were 





have been 





National, Louisville, 
Resuming Vaude Bills 


Chicago, Sept, 2. 
National theatre, Louisville, is re- 
suming stage shows after nearly a 
year’s ‘lapse. First show, which 


opens Sept. 25, is headlined by 
“Sugar Chile” Robinson, Negro mop- 
pet pianist. Louis Prima orch comes 


in week of Oct. 2. 


Charlie Hogan agency here. 


Chi Cafe Men Set 
Campaign vs. Drys 
After 200 Closings 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Chicago tavernkeepers, who have 
been under heavy critical fire in re- 
cent weeks, are going to do some- 
thing about it. Cafe Owners Assn. 
at a meeting last week named a 
committee to concentrate on creat- 
ing a more favorable public opinion 
toward them and to combat the dry 
forces, who are using the recent 
wave of sex slayings and robberies 
traced to bars as ammunition in 
their drive for more cafe closings by 
local option. 


The bistro owners feel that unles> 
they do something drastic to coun- 
teract the present momentum of the 
prohibitionists the latter will suc- 
ceed in mopping up many neighbor- 
hood sections of Chicago. Almost 
200 bars have been shuttered by lo- 
cal option within the past six 
months, with church groups and 
-Women’s Christian Temperance 





ber at the October elections. 


Committee, which is looking for a 
public relations firm to do the job, 
in the meantime is wasting no time 
and is calling in the owners of cafes 
in the Howard St. Strip and others 
rated as trouble spots via much un- 
pleasant publicity lately. They want 
them~to clean up and cooperate. 


Cafe owners are also nixing chis- 
elers that have been putting the bite 
on inns through appointing a clear- 
ing house for all requests for alder- 
men’s picnics, appreciation dinners 
etc., for talent and other donations. 
Racket was heavy here with profes- 
sional fund raisers clearing plenty 
on anniversary and other gimmicks, 
mainly from lounges and cocktail 
rooms. 


Canadian Expo Seen 
Geared for Record Take 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 


With attendance of 1,117,500 for 
the first’ week of the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition here, all turnstile 
records in the 68 years’ history of 
this fair have been broken. As com- 
pared with the last holding of the 
Expo, current increase is 265,000. 

Report is that concessionaires 
were off the nut in first three days 
and that rest of earnings in the two- 
weeks’ fair is velvet. The $26 million 
plant, in its 350 acres, is swarming 
night and day and, while prices are 
high, the customers are spending 
freely. 

Belief is that second week will 
see the fortnight’s Expo nearing the 
2,500,000 mark. 








Salt Lake City, Sept. 2. 


Utah’s Centennial Exposition went 
into final three weeks of run yes- 


ting the predicted total attendance 
of 1,250,000. Including the heavy 
Labor Day weekend, the gate is 
still short 600,000, but probably wi’! 
hit 700,000 when the expo folds on 
Sept. 20. 

Outlook for any hypo of take 
doesn’t seem too hot, what with the 
schedule calling for strictly state 
fair programming from here in. 
Main attractions will be sheep and 
cattle shows, not likely to cause 
any further excitement at the b.o. 
Only entertainment features left are 
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Shows are being booked by the | 


Union hoping to double that num- + 


Utah Expo Not Likely To | 
Hit Predicted Attendance 


terday (1) with little chance of hit- | 











FRANK MARLOWE 


“THE FALL GUY” 


Currently week September 5 at 
the Metropolitan, Providence, as the 
extra added attraction with Charlie 
Spivak and his orchestra. 


Returning to the Strand, New 


York, soon. 


Mgt.: Singer & Tishman 
701 Seventh Avenue, New York 


Ink Spots Smash 
In London Vaude 


London,, Sept. 2. 


Ink Spots, who opened Monday 
(1) at the Casino here, proved an 
immediate hit and have been ex- 
tended until Oct. 11. Negro quartet 
were signed for a six-week date, but 
Bernard Delfont, operator of this 
vaudery, had the privilege of mov- 
ing them to other houses. But with 
pact extension, they’ll stay at this 
house for the duration of their pact. 
They’re slated to return to the U. S. 
following this stand. 


Ink Spots were signed at one of 
the highest salaries ever given an 
American act. They’re getting $11,- 
000 weekly. 


Quartet was late in getting into 
England because of the cancelled 
sailing of the SS. America two 
weeks ago, so they planed in. 


‘54 Gals Shape Up In 
‘Atlantic City’s Annual 
‘Miss America’ Pageant 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

With 54 girls competing, the 27th 
annual Miss America Pageant got 
underway here today. 

The girls, coming from all sections 
of the U. S., Canada and even the 
Philippines, will display their 
beauty and talents tomorrow night 
before an audience of 10,000 in the 
Auditorium, 

At stake are $25,000 in scholarship 
prizes, with the 1947 Miss America to 
get major one, $5,000, which can be 
used for educational purposes in any 
school or college. Fifteen of the 54 
girls will go away with one prize or 
another. 

The Pageant officially got under- 
way with a great Boardwalk parade 
this afternoon. It included contest- 
ants on floats or in rolling chairs, 
and representatives of local and out 
of town organizations, 


The contests, with Ted Malone and 
Phil Regan as emcees, get underway 
tomorrow (3) night. They conclude 
Saturday when Miss America is se- 
lected. 

Instead of vaudeville talent used 
hws other years, spots between the 
girls’ appearance on the stage will be 
| feature winners of other years dis- 
_ playing their talents. 
| The Pageant, of course, is a big- 
time publicity pitch to boom Atlantic 
City. Prices for the show this year 
range from $1 to $3. 


Coast Nitery Sues Laine 
For Contract Breach 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Frankie Laine, entertainer, was 
sued for $40,000 by Harold J. An- 
drews and Henry J. Harmel, owners 
of a local night club, charging breach 
of contract. 

Plaintiffs declare Laine violated 
an agreement to sing one night a 
week at their place for 12 consecu- 
tive weeks, failing to appear after 
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Jim Hope, Bob’s Brother, | 
Heads AGVA in Denver) 


Jim Hope, brother of Bob, will | 
head new Denver branch of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. He 
left to take cver spot this week. 

New Office is only one AGVA op- 
erates: between Coast and Chicago. | 
Present plans call for a Salt Lake | 
City branch in early winter and 
Jack Irving, aead of union’s Chi- 
cago branch, to set one at Omaha at 
same time. 





Fla. Agents Want 
‘Aliens Kept Off 
Their Gravy Train 


Miami, Sept. 2. | 

Feuding among state talent agents, | 
heightened recently by legislative | 
restrictions on bonding of their of- | 
fices, ceased Sunday (Aug. 31) at a} 


| 
meeting here of reps from Jackson- | 


ville and the Miami area, with re- | 
sultant solidification of Florida Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents. 2 


New law, which supposedly pre- 
vents any out-of-state, or new 
agents setting up biz in the state 
unless they can prove three years 
of continuous operation and resi- 
dence in Florida was the bond 
which brought opposing factions to- 
gether. Close study of the legisla- 
tion brought out that non-state 
agents could do biz anyway, via 
wire or by telephone and letter. 
Also, that franchised and state bond- 
ed offices could rep or hand over 
use of license to anyone they 
pleased. 


Loophole is expected to be 
plugged in petitions to State Indus- 
trial Commission, which is empow- 
ered to add to or interpret law as 
it sees it, with new organization of 
state agents asking for such added 
definitions as may be necessary to 
put teeth in the law. 


Elected president of the FTAA 
was Buddy Allen, Miami; vice presi- 
dent, Gene Brant, Jacksonville; sec- 
retary-treasurer, Bill Pecks, Miami. 
On board of directors are Howard 
Parker and Cesar Alonso, both of 
Miami, 





Cincy Nitery Restores 
Icer When AGVA Lifts Ban 


Truce was effected last week be- 
tween Max Schulman, operator of 
Netherland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnatti, 
and American Guild of Variety 
Artists. Union lifted unfair ukase 


against spot when Schulman pacted 
minimum basic agreement, and per- 
mitted new ice show to open there. 

Flareup dates back three weeks 
ago, when Cincy’s AGVA_ rep 
stepped in and informed Schulman 
that matinee sessions of the icer 
were out if he continued to give two 
additional shows nightly. Latter re- 
taliated by cancelling incoming show, 
stating he would operate with dance 
band sans talent. 


He subsequently reopened nego- 
tiations with union and under new 
agreement spot is permitted to give 
two shows daily, matinee and eve- 
ning sessions, instead of three as 
formerly. 





Barker Clips Sideshow 
For $50! at Mpls. Fair 


M -eapolis, Sept. 2. 

While Leon vc.axton, manager of 
the “Harlem in Havana” sideshow 
on the Minnesota State Fair Midway 
was hustling a drunk out of the 
tent, one of his barkers went to the 
cashier's cage and told the cashier 
that “Leon told me to take the 
money to the office.” The girl 
handed $500 over to him and he 
vamoosed, 

Police are still looking for the 
barker who checked out of his hotel 
a short while after getting the 





| resulted. 





Major Agcys. With Top Talent Listings 


Out on Exclusives 


Major talent agencies will make a 
heavy bid to tie up exclusive book- 
ings of niteries using name talent as 
a wedge to accelerate takings. Step 
has been made necessary by the fact 
that percenters aren’t able to move 
the medium and lower-priced acts as 


| frequently as during the war, and 
| see exclusives as the only solution to 
i that problem. 


Modus operandi in the grab for ex- 
clusives has been made evident to 
many out-of-town clubs. Inasmuch 
as all important spots are angling for 


| name talent, the agency men tell the 
| cafe owner that they may be able to 
| deliver the attraction, but will have 
| to supervise the rest of the show to 


insure their star proper surrounding 
talent. Once the spot operator ac- 
cedes to that request, they'll get as 
many of their own acts as possible. 


This procedure has already been 


tried and several peculiar cases have 


One agency who had to 
use an act not on its list, because of 
the operator’s insistence, forced the 
performed to pay an extra 5% book- 
ing fee. 

Agencies able to supply a steady 
stream of name entertainers are in a 
strong position to tie up important 
cafes outside of New York. It won't 
work out too well in Manhattan since 
topliners need an annual New York 
appearance. 


Music Corp. of America, for in- 


| stance, will use the no-booking fee 


gimmick instituted about a year ago 
to further its bid for exclusives, 
while the William Morris agency, 
with probably the largest list of cafe 
exclusives among agencies, will seek 
to tie up more clubs. 

Independent offices are expected 
to have a difficult time in holding on 
to their spots. Not having as many 
names on their own lists, they'll have 
to call on the larger offices for at- 
tractions. Once the agencies decide 
to hold off and book demand talent 
elsewhere, cafe operators will have 
little choice but to run,to a major 
office for talent. Once solidly en- 
trenched, an exclusive is virtually 
assured. 

As it is, the indie booker has al- 
ready had a large part of his income 
sliced because of refusal of large 
agencies to let name acts shell out 
the usual 5% booking fee when set 
through another booker. 


TED LEWIS VAUDE UNIT 
BOOKED UNTIL NEXT MAY 


Ted Lewis vaude unit has been 
booked eight months ahead by Music 
Corp. of America. As it stands, 
Lewis’ first available date is May 1. 

Orch leader who just wound up 
at the Beverly Hills Country Club, 
Newport, Ky., moved into the Bow- 
ery, Detroit, Monday (1) and is 
slated for the Latin Casino, Phila- 
delphia; Cairo, Washington; Latin 
Quarter, Boston; Florentine Gardens, 
Hollywood; Last Frontier, Las Ve- 
gas, and the Bal Tabarin, San Fran- 
cisco. 


Mitzi Green, Miles, Set 
For Chez Paree, Chi 


The Chez Paree, Chicago, is start- 
ing a precedent with its booking of 
Jackie Miles and Mitzi Green on the 
bill following current layout topped 
by Carmen Miranda. Under ordi- 
nary circumstances, either of these 
names would be sufficient to head- 
line the Chez show. However, the 
spot needs an extraordinary splash 
to follow the Brazilian filmster. 

Booking is in line with current 
trend among some major cafes to 
use co-headliners on the same bill 
when a single top name of sufficient 
strength is unavailable. ‘ 











Triplicate Shows Set For 
Druggists’ Convention 


Next convention of the National 
Wholesale Druggists Assn. to be 
held in Atlantic City in October, 
will attempt a departure from the 
usual type of convention entertain- 
ment. John W. McPherrin, enter- 
tainment committee chairman, will 
use a night club idea for delegates’ 
amusement by extending the shows 
over three nights and dividing the 
audience in sections of 400, instead 
of giving one show for 1,200. 

Idea behind the move is to provide 
a more intimate type of entertain- 
ment, inasmuch as shows frequently 
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Paris Cafes in August Just Tired 
Joints; Monseigneur Top Spot 


By ABEL GREEN 
Paris, Aug. 25. 

The Monseigneur on the rue 
d’'Amsterdam in the Montmartre 
sector is easily the top boite of 
Paris. Despite the August sluggish- 
ness, closing down for a couple of 
weeks because all the so-called 
“best” 
Riviera or the Basque 
som2how Deauville isn’t as popular 
as Cannes this year, although theo- 
retically off-season—this nitery re 
mains “the” spot. Reason is obvious 
It's loaded with atmosphere—and 
fiddiers. Of the 21-piece Georges 
Beauvieux’s band, there are 17 vio- 
linists. The customers are knee- 
deep in fiddlers as they flit around 
the room, snlitting up into sub- 
groups, serenading this or that table, 
running the gamut of minor-key 


tzigane melodies to excerpts from | 


the Danube and Paris, with not a 
little overtone of Tin Pan Alley. 
But it’s all in the schmaltzy “White 
Russian” idiom, a la the old days of 
the Casanova, Sheherazade, L’Ermi- 
tage Russe and La Petite Maisonette 
des Cov.ediens Russe. F 

This ganging up of the fiddles is 
a terrific customer idea, and should 
be emulated in New York. It would 
tbe a smash in a class eastside room. 
Reported that one enterprising show- 
man, David E. Green, already has 
signed Edmond Guiol, tre maitre 
a’hotel, to come to the U.S. and run 
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such room. The secret thereof,- of 
course, is proper masterminding at 
the rope because the music is not for 
the muggs, although under influ- 
ence of the grape you're a cinch to 
go. 

Hopping fast on the “crying gypsy 
| violins” bandwagon is 





New York Bar. It’s on the site of 
the old Ciro’s which — 
Fischer and Henry Lartigue used to 


their Les Ambassadeurs. 
is now boss-man for Metro in France 
and Fischer has an American ice 
|show at the Ambassadeurs which 
does good business while he’s taking 
ithe cures in the 
| spas. Incidentally, Harry’s N. Y. 
| Bar remains a great tourist trap, 
|doing OK consistently—specialties 
lare Scotch, hot dogs and Pilsner Beer 
| and not champagne or cognac. 


The Monseigneur, besides Beau- 
| ieux’s 21-man band, which features 
| Rafel Vodolosky, has Mme. Andree, 
so-so chantoosey, and the Bordeaux 
Sisters (2), likewise as-you-like-it. 
Main thing is the grape at 2,500 
francs per—which figures under $25 
at the legal money rate, pretty fancy 
for a non-vintage wine where they 
grow it in the backyards. Try and 
get a “marque”—somehow the entire 
scheme of things is not only to bilk 
the customer but also bulldoze him 
into drinking the stuff the house is 
overloaded with. Also try and get 
away with one bottle only. If you're 
strong enough to resist the magnum 
pitch, there’s always a spare staring 
you in the face as they pour it out 
in oversized glasses, 


Left Bank Fatigue 


That’s about all to the current 
nitery scene. Pierre Sandrini’s Bal 
Tabarin is standard: also $12 a bottle 
as it’s one of those “vin obligatoire” 
joints. The Left Bank ‘(Montpar- 











Le Dome, Falstaff’s, etc—are shad- 
ows of their former selves. None of 
the atmospheric piling up of dishes, 
which indicate the number of “con- 
sommations.” They don’t use the 
traditional plate markers because 
every garcon tells you prices change 
so fast—always upwards—it’s a gag. 

Ditto at Cafe de la Paix, near 
the Opera; Fouquet’s and Le 
Berry further up on the Champs- 
Elysees. Even the bal musettes are 





tor, makes the mistake of American- 
izing itself too much. 


of them, in their hefty predilections) 
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“Comedy Dance Antics” 
GOWNS BY ERNESTO 
Currently 


SALISBURY BEACH, 
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joint they go boogie-woogie. It al- 
ways takes a bit of doing to get back 


the more gemutlich days when this 
reporter would invade a Budapest or 
Vienna cafe, yenning a little of that 
Danubian or gypsy music, and in- 
stead got “Broadway Melody” 
thrown at him, which of course is 
the European idea of hospitality. 





American asks where she’s playing 


mome” also frappes la chose—that’s 
| French for hit the road. 

| Anyway, don’t come to Paris in 
| August—it’s hot and deserted. And 
| in a land where a frigidaire in the 
home is a rich man’s privilege only, 
anything approaching aircondition- 





ing just ain’t. 
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Monsieur | 
| Henri Siegel’s Les Grands Seigneurs | 
|on the rue Danou, hard by Harry's | 
people hit the trail for the 


country— | Clifford C. | 


run in the halcyon days along with |} 
Lartigue | 


Alpes-Maritimes | 


nasse) sidewalk cafes—La Coupole, | 


tired and La Boule Blanche on the | }, 
rue Vavin, in the Montparnasse sec- | 


It’s a black- 
and-tan but, instead of featuring the | 
Martinique tempos as the colored 
choristers (rather Harlemesque, most 


the moment a Yank party enters the 


into the native idigm. Reminds of 


Big absence is Edith Piaf——every |the lore of the show-must-go-on to 


| but, of course, it’s August and “la! about 


Cafe See. D’nt’n, N. ¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Dorothy Jarnac, whose modern 
comedy ballet has been seen at Cafe 
Society Uptown, is giving consider- 
able lift to the downtown branch. 
This pint-sized gal with a strong 
flair for comedy and a keen sense of 
| interpretative value has improved 
considerably since her last appear- 
ance in that Barney. Josephson boite, 

She’s. backgrounded by sepia- 
| singer Hope Foye, a pleasant-voiced 
| gal who sings pops while Miss Jar- 
nac enacts the lyric. Entire effect, 
while laugh-provoking and clever, 
also gives Miss Jarnac a chance to 
show her excellent body control, 
| facial mimicy and artistic hand move- 
ments. She’s good for encores here 
and appears ready for legit. 








Rest of the show has Stanley 
Prager and Annabelle Hill, hold- 
overs. Prager, who’s on his first 


cafe job, is still not up to the par 
of his material. However, he’s likely 
to work out with more experience 
under his belt. 

Miss Hill has a surprising voice 
inasmuch as her range is that of a 
| male baritone. The sepia _ singer | 
consequently is forced to sacrifice 
color and interpretation in order to 
keep her big pipes under control. 
|Crowd’s amazement helps toward 
| the ample applause returns. Jose. 


Walnut Reom, Chi 
(HOTEL BISMARCK) 
Chicago, Aug. 28. 
The Talbots, Oren Maloney, Lolita 


Maloney, Benno Delson Orch; no 
cover or minimum, 











| The managements of the larger 
| Chicago hotels have nurtured for 
| some time a policy and philosophy | 
| that continues to pay off consistently. | 
| They long ago realized that there | 
; aren’t enough big names to go around 
|and so they took to mixing com- | 
| parative newcomers with standard | 
| 


items for their bills and putting the | 
emphasis on good food and good} 
service. The Bismarck, perhaps Chi- | 
cago’s archetype of graceful dining 
at moderate prices, roundly exem- 
» plifies this catechism. 

The bill currently on tap is, as| 
would be expected, in keeping with 
the subdued and tasteful air of the 
Walnut Room. It sums up as 25 min- 
utes of pleasant and skillful enter- 
tainment, and an ingratiating blend 
| of terpsical rhythm and polite vocal- 
| istics. The appeal to the eye is high- 
| lighted by the looks, figures and garb 
|of the femme contingent. The bal- | 
| ance is good, two dancing turns with 
| the singer sandwiched in between. 

/ Oren Moorehead qualifies from 
th the talent and contour angles as 
}a corking tee-offer. Hers is a smart 
| little package of acrobatic dancing, 
| mixing smooth-flowing glides and 


Jimmy Savo Socko At 
Persian Room Despite 
Comic’s Artificial Leg 
Jimmy Savo, currently at the 
Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, N. Y., 


|is another example in the best tra- 
| ditions of show business. Whatever 

















Irving Berlin's more modern paen 
“No Business Like Show 
Business,” the diminutive one- 
legged comedian majestically ex- 
emplifies it. Wearing a prop right 
gam, since his amputation and game 
comeback fight all last year, the 
“River Stay Way From My Door” 
kid captivates the customers on his 
winsome personality sans any refer- 
ence to or regard for the limp 
caused by the artificial leg. 

His arresting eyes, the socko pan- 
tomime, and the whimsy which is 
peculiarly Savo’s own style combine 
into a strong 40-minute one-man 
show. Whether it’s “Black Magic” 
or “One Meatball,” his standards; or 
the pantomimic slingshot bit; or “I’m 
Married tb a Striptease Dancer”; or | 
the tootsie-roll business as he swaps | 
cigarets and swipes Scotch drinks, 
the puckish personality comes 
through to big returns. 

This marks a return for Savo and 
he can keep coming back. Same goes 
for Mark Monte’s Continentals who 
have never been away. This so- 
called “relief” band gives out plenty 
of good music for a small combo. 
Emile Petti, “society music” ex- 
ponent in spots like the Plaza, 
Savoy-Plaza, etc. is standard of 
course and very effective. 

Room has been done over nicely: 
Fred performs suayely, per usual, at 
the tape; but per usual there’s that 
$1.50 and $2 couvert which, in this 
day and age of selectivity and ‘shop- 
ping, is teo rich, for the average ai- 
traction. OK perhaps for Hilde- 
garde who, somehow, goes with the 
lease, but the dinner customers de- | 
serve a better shake. It's different 
after-theatre, of course; when they 
just come in to dance and drink. 





ballroom act. 


| cade of dance that 


} tone. 





pirouettes with effortless butterflies, 


headtwists, pinwheels and whatnot. 
A short routine but well packed with 
what it takes. ; 

Lolita Maloney’s repertoire from 
the standards, ranging from a Gersh- 
win medley to “One Night of Love” 
and down to “Peg o* My Heart,” 
builds nicely and falls dulcetly on 
the air. It’s a lyrical soprano that 
glides nimbly over the high ones and 
keeps from fuzzying up the low ones. 
Miss Maloney’s charm also shows off 
well as m.c. 

The Talbots offer their usual sock 
They keep the eye and 
ear perked regardless of what they 
do. For diversity of routines the 
pair are uppercrust in their field, 
and they know how to mix it in a 
colorful, exciting way, whether it’s 
a waltz, acrobatics, burlesque of yeés- 
terday’s dance rages or getting the} 
sideliners to play along with them in 
a game of glass-tinkling. As usual, 
the high spot of the turn is the caval- 
runs the gamut 
from 1920. The team scored, when | 
caught, a sendoff that was aything 
but polite. It was ungnimous. 

Benno Delson and his orchestra ac- 


cords the three acts an accompani- | 
ment that is professional and pitched | 


to the mood throughout. Odec. 


Click, Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 


Desi Arnaz Orch (18) with Dul- 
cina, Carol Richards; Buddy Law- 
rence Band (12) with Ernie Travis, 
no cover, no minimum, 





Desi Arnaz orchestra made its 
debut in Philly this week at Frank 
Palumbo’s. giant drink-and-dance 
palace on West Market street teeing 
off the fall season at this spot. 

Maestro proves to be one of the 
most personable lads fronting the 
bandstand at the Click since it 
opened a year ago. In addition to 
providing music that’s plenty on the 
danceable side, Arnaz and _ his 
tooters put on a show that’s chockful 
of showmanship and entertainment. 

He registers with his “North | 
America Take it Away” number, a 
satire on the “South America.” His 
workout on the Cuban drums also 
garners heavy mitt-pounding. 

His two chirps — Dulcina, a 
blonde, and Carol Richards, bru- 
nette, are heavy on the s.a., mixing 
sultry, throaty warbling with torso- 
twisting to get the most out of their 
vocal efforts. 

Buddy Lawrence’s crew’ which 
takes care of the lulls on the revolv- 
ing bandstand does a neat fill-iri job, 
abetted by Ernie Travis’ robust bari- 


The house was jammed when re- 


viewed—despite heat wave. One of | 


the best openings the Click has had. 
Shal. 


Ciro’s. Mexico City 


Mexico City, Aug. 28. 
Katherine Dunham, Jean Leon 


Destine, Vanoye Aikens, Lenwood 
Morris, Ronne Aul, Eartha Kitt, 
Dolores Harper, Othella Strozier, 


Lucille Ellis, Eugene Robinson, Jes- 
sie Hawkins; Dorothea Freitag, Dun- 
ham Drummers; Everett Hoagland 
and Ciro Orch, 





Katherine Dunham and her troupe 
scored a smash hit opening at Ciro’s, 
this town’s top luxury boite, last Fri- 
day (22) night. A. C. Blumenthal, 
who operates Ciro’s as well as the 
Hotel Reforma, immediately an- 
nounced an extension of the Dunham 
engagement, although company has a 
Hollywood commitment. 

Miss Dunham opens the show with 
a Brazilian carnival song, “Macum- 
ba.” Show’s 35 minutes is «packed | 
full from then on. Dancers score in 
“Nostalgia” and “Ragtime,” in which 
Miss Dunham choreographs the tur- 
key trot, maxixe, tango, ballin’ the 
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New Act 











THE HARMONICATS (3) 
12 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 


The Harmonicats (3), like Art 
Lund (“Mam’selle’; MGM Records), 
Jan August (‘“Misirlou”; Diamond 
Records) and other freak successes 


come to the Roxy on Broadway rid- 
ing the crest of “Peg O’ My Heart” 
which they waxed for Vitacoustics, 
small Chi outfit. A platter which 
they did as a test turned out to be 
a smash over-million seller, where- 
upon A. J. Balaban and Sammy 
Rauch quickly hopped on the wax 
works bandwagon as the Broadway 
flagship has done before with Lund, 
August, et al. The Harmonicts more 
than deliver. Pre-hold via the plat- 
ters, and vicariously, the disk jocks, 
Jean Murad and his two bays wham 
‘em. 

Wisely they mix up Ernesto Le- 





cuona’s “Malaguena” and gboogie- 
woogie with straight mouth-organ 


virtuosity _and comedic overtones. 
Topper of course is reprise of “Peg” 
which, on its vamp-off, gets recogni- 
tion from the younger element in 
the audience. The comedy is focused 
on the behemoth member of the trio 
who utilizes an oversize Hohner and 
engages in corn-eating and pecking 
nonsense as he gives out thereon, 
Murad is a dignified foil in centre. 


Act withal is strong stage fare, par- 
ticularly in the large capacities 
where sound values eclipse the sight 
appeal. Harmonicats are slated for 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Jer- 
sey terpery, after the Roxy, indi- 
cating the variegated appeal of nov- 
elty musical turns in this day and 
age, -particularly where there’s a 
recording angle entailed. Abel. 
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10:2 


Opening Sept. 12 
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jack and fox-trot. Vocal quartet of 
Eartha Kitt, Dolores Harper, Eugene 
Robinson and Jessie Hawkins draw 
big applause in their Haitian Suite 
number, and accompany the star in 
her closing shot, a French blues, 
“C'est Lui.” 

Mexican critics are full of praise 
for Miss Dunham's choreography and 
direction, plus the very colorful John , 
Pratt costumes. Alka. 
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Clubdate Bookers 
See Upbeat Via 


Convention Biz 


Clubdate bookers figure that cur- 
rent business decline will give a 
tremendous lift to that field. The 
one-night date bookers figure a ma- 
jority of industrial firms will have 
to plug products considerably and 
provide frequent hypoes to sales 
staffs. Consequently, it’s claimed 
that more sales conventions will be 
held and an increased amount of 
entertainment needed for such func- 
tions. 

This is the opposite to what oc- 
curred during war years when mer- 
chandise sold on sight, and big sales 
meets were held down to a mini- 
mum. However, the convention en- 
tertainment of war years called for 
big-budgeted shows. Postwar shin- 
digs, bookers claim may not be as 
big, but more of them will be held 
and overall entertainment budgets 
are likely to exceed those of the 
past few years. 





Martha Raye’s Cafe Dates 


Martha Raye is slated for a heavy 
schedule of cafe dates. She’s been 
booked for the Chase hotel, St. 
Louis, Sept. 25, follows with the 
Latin Quarter, Boston, Oct. 12, and 
the Chanticleer, Baltimore, Oct. 27. 
SEE 
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L. A. Million Dollar 
Offering 50-50 Deals 
To Name Vaude Talent 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 


Million Dollar theatre, sole vaud- 
filmer in southern California, has 
commenced making offers of near- 
splits on grosses to lure name talent 
to Coast. Sherrill Corwin, operator, 
is pointing out to acts (chiefly 
bands) sought that plenty of coin 
is available. 

Last week Frankie Laine, singer, 


played house on 50-50 split after 
$2,500 takeout for ad-ballyhoo ex- 
penses. Gross touched socko $27,000, 


and after paying off three acts and 
Ike Carpenter’s orch, which sup- 
ported him on a_é self-assembled 
show, plus all commigsions, Laine 
wound up pocketing $7,400. That’s 
big coin for Laine; a year-and-half 
ago he made a vaude stand here as 
singer in an Al Jarvis revue and got 
$150 for the week. 

Corwin, on his plan of splitting 
after $2,500 rather than making flat 
buys, has succeeded in lining up far 
more important b.o. names for com- 
ing weeks than house had been able 
to obtain earlier this year. Gene 
Krupa band opens today on the ar- 
rangement and both Krupa and 
will come 
out better than when last here for 
Corwin. Last year he grossed around 
$30,00 and got a flat $10,000 for his 
band and three acts. 

Duke Ellington, who last summer 
grossed $37,000 at Million Dollar on 
a guarantee, plus percentage, has 
inked for Sept. 9. Erskine Hawkins 
comes in Sept. 23; Jimmy Dorsey, 
Oct. 14; Count Basie, Nov. 4; Xavier 
Cugat, Xmas week. Each layout gets 
the same deal—50-50 split after first 
$2,500. 


Alice Lloyd May Do U.S. 
Comeback in Vaude Unit 


Alice Lloyd, famed international 
variety star, long in retirement out- 
side of London, may do an Ameri- 
can comeback under plans to bring 
over an “Old Time Music Hall” unit. 

She would head it, managed by 
Lew Lake, of London. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 2. 
Dr. Artur Rodzinski, conductor of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
was guest conductor for the Adiron- 








_dack Symphony Orchestra at a ben- 


efit given in Lake Placid for the 
local hospital there. Many of the 
colony’s shutins attended. Bob and 
Bertin Hellman, standard piano duo, 
took time out to entertain the strict- 
ly in-bed patients. 

Helen Inglee, of the 20th-Fox of- 
fice in Washington, resting comfort- 
ably after undergoing munaldi oper- 
ation in General Hospital. 

Jim Wotton, technician for Warner 
Bros. in Albany, okayed by the med- 
ical clinic. He just became a grand- 
father. 

Edna Hagan left Rogers hospital 
with an all-clear from the doctors. 
She will resume radio acting. 

Theresa Abare, Will Rogers hos- 
pital staffer, left for Albany for ad- 
ditional nursing training. 

Charles Kaufhold visited by Teddy 
and Billie Jimbodan, from Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

Fanny Montana planed in from 
New York to weekend with her 


brother, Dr. Francis Montana, of the | 


Rogers medical staff. 

After two months of a strict in-bed 
siege, Eddie Slagus, member of the 
staff of the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
received medical o.k. for all meals 
and mild privileges. 

Liscotte Jaeke, former assistant to 
the old-time Power’s Elephant act, 
planed in from New York city to 
visit her old boss, George O’Brien 
Powers. 

Gene McKendrick, 


of the legit 


field, in from New York to see Eliza- | 


beth Mounsey. 





| 


Follies’ 726 in 3 Wks. 
At Utah Centenn. Expo 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 2. 


Sam Snyder’s “Water Follies of 
1947” closed Sunday (31) at the 
Utah Centennial Exposition, grossing 
neat $72,000 for the three week 
stand. 

“Follies” was followed by Barnes 
& Carruthers “Trip to Wonderland,” 
outdoor variety show that opened 
yesterday (1) for a two-week stand. 
“Wonderland,” working on a guar- 


antee, with the grandstand scaled at | 


60 cents general admission, $1.20 re- 


served, and $2 box, follows the usual | 


B & C line of flash production num- 
bers interspersed with acts. 
Show has the Cameoetttes, 


a 16 


| girl line; Page Jewett & Kiki, uni- 


| cyclists; 





Mrs. W. Barnes and Irene Barnes | 
in from Marietta, O., to visit Louise. 


Barnes, who is recouping from sev- 
eral operations. 


Sig Mealy sufficiently improved to | 


taking sitting-up exercises. 
Write to those who are ill. 
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MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


OPENING SEPTEMBER 10 
LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 





Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





Gregory & Sheri, Scotch 
bagpipers; Don & Cassandra, adagio; 
Novak & Fay, knockout comedy; Tsi 


& Somay, Chinese balancers; White 
Bros., pantomime comedy; and the 
Four Melody Notes, singers. Low, 


Hite, and Stanley are slated to join 
the show tomorrow. 

“Wonderland” will be followed on 
Sept. 14 by another B & C show 
which will close the expo. 


0.&J.'s Boff 856 





At Toronto Expo.’ 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 

Olsen & Johnson scored a terrific 
$85,000 for eight performances at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. Head- 
ing unit, “Laffacade of °47,” they 
jammed the Coliseum for near sell- 
outs for the latter half of the week 
and production could have stayed for 
final week but for other CNE com- 
mitments. 

Coliseum seats over 12,000. ~“Some 
4,000 seats were masked off, the re- 
maining 8,000 scaled at $3 top, with 
3,000 seats at $1, 2,000 at $1.50, a few 
bundred back floor seats at $2. 

Currently, troupe is playing the 
Michigan State Fair, near Detroit, 
and has other fair dates that will 
take “Laffacade” into October, except 
for a break that sees the company 
going into the Oriental, Chicago. 
Troupe also has a tentative arrange- 
ment to go into the Casino, London, 
Eng., for an indefinite run in No- 
vember, according to Olsen, but are 
attempting to beg off because of ex- 
pected weather and food conditions 
in Britain. 


AGVA N. Y. Local 
Pre-Convention Meet 


Will Be Held Sept. 18 


Pre-convention meeting of the 
N. Y. local of American Guild of 
Variety Artists, originally set for 
Sept. 15, has been set back until 
Sept. 18 so as not to conflict with 
Jewish holidays. Session will be 
held at the Hotel Abbey, N. Y., on 
latter date at 4 p.m. 

Meet will be for the purpose of 
nominating delegates to represent 
local at national convention in No- 
vember. Nominees will subsequent- 
ly be elected by vote of all mem- 
bers of local, via a mail ballot. This 
procedure has been adopted, ac- 
cording to Matt Shelvey, national 
head of AGVA, to give all members, 
absentee or otherwise, a voice in the 
election of their convention dele- 
gates. 

N. Y. local has probably the larg- 
est number of members of any 
branch and with many playing 
dates out of town, it is likely that 
only a small percentage of the 4,500 
listed will attend confab. 











Miami, Sept. 2. 
Gauged on this past summer's ac- 
tivity, Miami has finally entered the 
ranks of all-year resorts, with the 
heavy influx of tourists from the 
Latin-Americas helping to swell the 
profit-side of nitery and hotel op- 





erations to the healthiest in history. 
Where in former years most clubs 
and large hotels shuttered fo. sum- 


|mer, this season saw many open, 
with oceanfront hotels averaging 
70% to 90° biz most of time. Credit 
can go to postwar improvement in 
travel, which has made it easy for 
the Latinos and small city tourists 
to come here, as well as word of 


mouth reports on the unusually cool 


weather which has prevailed in con- 


trast to the other resort sections 
around the country. Heavily re- 
| duced hotel rates and cafe tariffs 
| were other factors in the continued 


| patronage. 

Among the niteries, 
bana proved 
do okay 


the Copaca- 
a big operation could 
through the summer 
(though not heavily profitable, the 
take was on the black side, with 
some weeks better than during the 
winter) via reduced talent outlays 
and a no-minimum policy. Clover 
Club, always a year ‘round spot, en- 
|joyed its most successful “hot- 


weather” run, due largely to the 


talent budget. 


Club 22, all-night spot which 
caters to Latin trade almost exclu- 
sively, was probably one of the 


heaviest grossers. Operator Mickey 
Grasso wisely angled that trade via 
Cuban talent imports. 
went after the rowdier, late-drinking 


B. S. Pully_ type. Room made 
enough dough for the owners to al- 
low for extensive refurbishing and 
booking of names for winter season, 
with bids already out to Jackie 


Surprising is the success of the 


Adams, Newark, Rioeaal 


Adams theatre, Newark, N. J., 
which recently signed a 


American Federation of Musicians, 
will resume vaude shows Sept. 25 
with the Vaughn Monroe orch. 
House has lined up shows until 
end of November. The Maxie Rosen- 
bloom-Max Baer unit with Bonnie 


Oct. 2, followed by Dizzy Gillespie | 
and Ella Fitzgerald, Oct. 9; Desi 
Arnaz, Oct. 16; Frankie “Sugar 
Chile” Robinson, Oct. 23; Sammy 
Kaye, Oct. 30. November bookings 
include Louis Prima and Ted Weems 
orchs. 





Stooges’ Southern Tour 

Three Stooges set out on their first 
trek through the south late this 
month. They have never before 
played southern territory and the 
trip will take them into one, two and 
three-day stands as far south as 
Texas. Trio plays the Hippodrome, 
Baltimore, week of Sept. 25, and go 
south immediately after, picking up | 
dates booked by Harry Romm. 

Six to 10 weeks’ route is sand- | 
wiched between pictures for Co- 
lumbia. 








Allen Best left Martin Music in 
New York to return to Stevens 


| 
' 
| 





Music staff. 














Vagabonds, one of the most potent | 
draws hereabouts, and an expanded | 


Paddock club } 


element and got them, via acts of | 


Miles and others in top salary class. | 


Stageshows Sept. 25. 


new con- |. 
tract with the Newark local of the | 


| 


Baker and Ai. Mooney’s orch opens | 


Miami's Boff Summer Take May 
Set It as All-Year-Round Resort 


smaller rooms with jive-music pol- 


icy. Blackamoor room is packed 
nightly with Harry Gibson the draw. 
Mardi Gras, which had been experi- 
menting for months with shows and 
bar entertainers, finally hit the 
jackpot with the sock Buddy Satan 
trio. Musickers draw from among 
musicians, entertainers and the hep 
crowd, until the wee hours. Famous 
Door has added screwy  boogie- 
woogie musicomics Madman Mitchel 
and Mighty Whitey to siphon off 
some of that trade. 

Fiesta Club, which attempted 
straight show policy with little suc- 
found the right formula with 
Latino revue. Spot in* heart of 
downtown hotel district, which is 
heavily filled with South Americans 
and Cubans. Smaller spots which 
fringe the two report good b’:, with 
shows ranging from strippers to 
singing waitresses. 

Hotel dance patios have no 
doing well this summer. Some 
have retained their rhumbaddict 
trade, but most have sagged. There 
|aren’t as many hip-swingers around 
as one would expect with all the 
Latins in town. The senors and sen- 
|oritas seem to prefer watching shows 
rather than dancing. 

There isn’t, of course, the kind of 
dough around that would bring the 
casinos and heavy budget shows 
back; but most ops are content with 
their take and are busily laying 
| plans for the winte1 serson. 


cess, 
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LIGHTS AND SHADOWS 
By JO MERMEL, New York 








Josh White 
JO MERMEL focuses his hote- 
graphic Spotlight on Josh hite, 
America’s foremost folk singer. Un- 


der the personal management of Mary 
D. Chase, Josh begins his concert sea- 
son at Town Hall this month. 

JO MERMEL, America’s leading crea- 
tive theatrical photographer, takes 
pride in this example of his photo- 
a work. Write, Wire or Phene 
or appointment. 


O MERMEL 
480 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Tele.: Plaza 3-5791 














THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANGES 
AYE 


Aug. 26 to Sept. 15 
HOUSE OF HARRIS 
Sen Francisco, Cal. 


Direction: M.C.A. 
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VALDO 


“PRINCESS PAT” 





SSISTED BY 








Plays the Tune That’s on Your Mind 








Management: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY, NEW YORK 


"Valdo and Princess Pat Startle”... 


—WALTER WINCHELL 
Paramount Bidg., New Yerk 
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VARIETY. 





Wednesday, September 3, 1947 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: 


(P) Paramount; (BR) 


(I) Independent; (L) Leew 
KO; Ww oe er . ’ 











NEW YORK CITY 
Capitei (Lb) 4 


Art Mooney Ore 
Gill Robinson 
Lew Parker 
Beverly Tyler 
Musie Hall (1) 4 
Paul Haakon 
Joseph Levinoff 
Stephanie Antle 
Olla Serova 
Ear! Covert 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Byin Ore 
Paramount (P) 3 
M Williamson 
Cavallaro Or« 
B Allen & L Long 
Raul & EM Reyes 
Nip Nelson 

Roxy (i) 3 
Jack Haley 
Elia Logan 
Victoria Cordova 
Harmonicats 


State (LL) 4 
Harvest Winners 
Ed Sullivan 
Monica Lewis 
Robert Sis & White 
Paul Winchell! 
Jerry Maloney 

Strand (W) 5 
Count Basie Ore 
Pearly Bailey 
Lewis & White 
Eviwards Sis 
ATLANTIC ciry 
Steel Pier (1) 31 
Artie Dann 


Evegenie Baird 
Gray Family 
The Tunesmen 


Parker Bros 
BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (1) 4 
Virginia McGraw 
Mack Triplets 
Ross & Stone 
State (1) 
et & Del 
vonne Moray 
Jay 
The 


4-6 


Lawrence 

Workmans 
7-10 

The Maginis 

Ann Beebe 

fickey Freeman 
ankoff & Cannon 

CAMDEN 

Towers (1) 5-7 





Gilbert & Carroll 
Wallace Puppets 


Lord & Charlotte 
Stelling & Stiles 
Allen 2 & Shorty 
CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 5 
Virginia O'Brien 
Wiere Bros 
Arthur Blake 
Lewis & Van 

Oriental (I) 4 
Harold Russell 
Jackie Gleason 
Carl Sands Orc 
(two to fill) 


COLUMBTS 
Palace (R) 8-10 
Freddy Martin O 
(two to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 5-7 
Desi Arnaz Orc 
Nonchalants 
Rudy Cardenas 
Dulcina 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (2) 4 
Henry Busse Orc 
Ish Kabibble 
Wally Brown 
Anita Martell 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 3 
Zarco & Beryl 
George Broderick 
Pansy the Horse 
Pat Rooney 
Amory Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (I) 28 
Gene Fields 
Jim Jimae Co 
Malo 3 
Carleton & Dell 
‘KFORD 
Palace (J) 5 
3 Diacoffs 
Joe Rio : 
St Clair & Sonia 
Fields & Georgie 
Jack Parker 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 3 
Armando & Lita 
The Montynes 
Hub Bub Club 
(two to fill) uy 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 4 
Allan & Kent 
Mary McClanahan 
Bob Evans 
Andre Andree & 
Bonnie 


ENGLAND 
BRISTOL Dave’ & Maurine 
Hippodrome (1) 1 | Granadar & Peter 
Venus Keeps Date | Monna Tymga 4 
Gaston & Andree Palace (1) 1 


7 y Jover Raf & Fe 
Bddie Reindeer 
Piack & Lucas 
De Vere Dancers 
Arthur Scott 
Jim Jessiman Co 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 1 
Leslies 
yeorge Lacy 
Sirdini 
Ellinger & Pointer 
Coeke’s Ponies 
2 Playboys 
Cournt’y 2 & Den’se 
Jean Kennedy 
CHISWICK 
Empire (1) 1 
geen Door Richard 
Letinga Co 
DERBY 
Grand (1) 1 
Rocky Mtn Rhy'm 
B Campbell Co 
V Julian Pets 


Sheik Ben Ali 

Maida 3 

Rosinas 

Syd Makin 

H A Milton 

$8 Ace Girls Co 
HACKNEY 
Kmpire (1) 1 


Siand Easy 
Charlie Chester 
Ken Morris 
Arthur Haynes 
Len Marten 
Ramon Si Clair 
Rene Powell 
Leslie Noyes 


Felix Mendelssohn 
Hawaion SSer'drs 
3 Atlantas 

Winters & Fielding 
Charles Hague 
Valmar 3 

Woods & Jarrett 


Ink Spots 
STOLL (1) 1 
Arnolds Ice Rev 
MANCHESTER 
Hippedrome (I) 1 
K~ & D Waters 
Moreton & Kaye 
Swiss Stars 
Albert Whelan 
Phares & Marina 
F Hearne Co 
Manfield & Harrir 
White & Stagger 
SHEPH’DS BUSH 
Empire (1) 1 
Me and My Girl 
Barry Lupino 
Wallace Lupino 
Gordon Craig 
Violet Eden 
Vernon R Kelse 
Reg Matthews 
Nell Emerald 
Eileen Tatler Co 
GREEN 
Empire (1) L 
nd f Hall Ore 
N’ 


O’Brien & Brooklyn 





Les Breato 
Doyle Kids 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
Alice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 
Amanda Lane 
3 Flames 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 

Cafe Sevctety 

(Downtowa) 
Stanley Prager 
Dorothy Jarnac 
Hope Foye 
Annabelle Hill 
Dave Mariin Ore 
Cafe Society Upta 
Lucienne Boyer 
Frank Pourcel 
Abbey Albert Orc 


Carnival 
Bert Wheeler 
Lou Holtz 


Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kelly 

C & T Vales 
Yvonne Adair 
Jimmy Ellison 
eer Gavotte 

eid Ore 
China Doll 
John Tio 

Moo Song 

Fian Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 

Copacabana 

Lena Horne , 
Copsey & Ayres 
Nancy Doran 

Terry Allen 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 
Diamond Horseshor 
Ross 
Biri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 

Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Sva “Strange Ore 


& La Pierre 


El Chico 
Posita Rios 
Caballeros 


Havanu-Madrid 
Frakson 
Pancho Diane 
Sacasas Orc 


leeland 
Leary & Flagg 
Leary Bros 
Florence Budny 
Jo Anne Axtell 
Frankie Frissaura 
Blimpy Blank Ore 


Little Club 
Walter Gross 


Leon & Tililie’s 
Fddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Patsy Howard 
Sylvia De Salvo 
Lee Kerry 
Catron Bros 
Mara & Maurice 
Shepard Line 

Monte Curio 

Joel Shaw Ore 
Rhumba Orc 
Roberto 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Orc 
Marion Spelman 
Arnold Shoda 
Narena & Norris 
Cennie Conn 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Ginny Simms 
Jack Fina Orc 
Latin Qunrter 
Willle Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Gloria Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
Miriam Gwynne 
Bon Vivanis 


otel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Orc 





Charlie Drew 


es Travers O | 


Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawatlans 
Hotel Pennsylvanie 
Skitch Henderson 


Belmont-Plaza 
Blair & Dean 
Martha King 
Roy Douglas 


Ore Payson Re Ore 
Hote] Biltmore Nino Ore 
Ray eatherton Kuban Blew 


George Kreisler 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 


Village Vanguard 


Bertha Hill Jean Palmer 
Evvy Shaw Paul Villard 
Jay Marshall Cedric Wallace 
Jimmy Shirley 3 Wally Blacker 
Don Frye . Versailles 


Dean Murphy 

Bob Grant Ore 

Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 


Hotel Pierre 

Roberto & Alicia 

Chas Reader Ore 

Hotel Plaza Ann Dennis 

Jimmy Savo Stabby Ore 

Hotel St Regis Lou Cecil 

Milt Shaw Corday & Triano 

Laszla & Pepite Pappy Below 

Paul Sparr Ore Hotel Edison 

No. 1 Fifth Ave | Geo Towne Ore 

Pat Bright Wivel 

Jack Kerr Bob Lee 

Hazel Webster Kay Carole 

Downey & Fonville | Stuart Langley 

lfi¢ghlights Peggy Palmer 

Riviera D’Quincey & Giv’ns 
Zimmerman’s 

Paul Smith 

Janczi Makula 

Zsiga Bela 


Martin & Lewis 
Kay Vernon 
Tony Bavaar 
Joel Herron Ore 





Curbello Orc Paulens 
Miriam La Velle Doris Haywood 
Mischa Borr Ore Gene Kardos O 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Hotel Sherman 
Sherman Hayes Or |Carl Marx 
Tera Love Dave Garroway 
Countess Marina Charlie Ventura Ore 
Chez Paree Siuds Terkel 


Jose Melis 


Hotel Stevens 
Benny Strong Ore 
Bob Hopkins 
Acromaniacs 
Fay & Gordon 
Boulevar-Dears 

Latin Quarter 
Marie McDonald 
Buddy Lester 


Carmen Miranda 
Nick Long Jr 
Marty Gould Ore 
Barry Sherwood 
Chez Adorables (10) 
Hal Winters 
Galente & Leon'da 
Hotel. Bismarck 
The Talbots (2) 
Lorita Mahoney 
Eddie Fens Ore 


Latin Lovelies 
Benno Delson Ore Buddy Shaw Ore 
Gil Robinson Dick Hyd 
Orin Morehouse : ae 
Helsings Palmer House 
Sid Fisher Oro Liberace 
Al Morgan Preddie Nagel Cre 


Michael Douglas 
Abbott D’'ncera (123) 
Gower & Beil 

Vine Gardens 


Del Breeze 

Adrian Lorraine 

H Edgewater Beach 
Alex Konyat 

Del Courtney Orc Lillian Lee 
Mayo Bros . Yvonne York 
The Juvelys W Whitehouse 
Marianne Fedele J & J Walton 
Song Stylists (4) Joe Kish Ore 


_—_— 
American people. Something they’ve ! 
only been digging for the last 10 
years over their local peanut whis- 
tles. Poor little independents. How 
can they buck this.* Or—but listen 


—is there really anything to worry 
about. Are they kidding! 


Glorified, Circa °47 


It wasn’t too long ago when the 
term disk jockey, coined by this 
very paper, was an opprobrium, 
hated by those who spun the records 
and held in lowly esteem by the 
listener. Only in the past six 
months has the stigma been re- 
moved. Or rather, glorified.” And 
for this, thanks piles, scads and 
pumpkins to these new talents. For 
with the advent of these name flip- 
pers, the heretofore lowly disk 
jockey has been” given’ greater 
stature than ever before. They’ve 
elevated the profession and given it 
a greater respect simply by lending 
it the magic of their names. And I 
do mean lend. Because when they’re 
tired of their new found golden 
playtoy and latch on to some new 
fad like scooter racing, the poor lit- 
tle noname will still keep the coat 
of varnish these benefactors have 
given him. 

But who am I to say them nay? 
The ether’s fine, but crowded—so, if 
you must, and there’s no other way 
to earn a buck, jump right in. Nice 
to have you aboard. Only let’s keep 














Jocks - Jukes 


Continued from page 42 








‘and radio singer known profession- 


MARRIAGES 


Elsa Harris to Herb Gottlieb, in 
New York. Bride is cafe, vaudeville 


ally as Yvette. 

Trudi Meyer to Joel Herron, Aug. 
16, in New York. Groom is leader 
of the WHN house orchestra and the 
Riviera band. 

Marilyn Garland to C. W. Worth, 
Las Vegas, Aug. 30. He’s an actor. 

Georgette Windsor to Harry 
Cushing IV, Las Vegas, Aug. 25. 
Bride is a screen actress. 

Marie Williams to Gerald Skiles, 
Las Vegas, Aug. 30. Bride is a 
member of Selznick’s flack staff. 


Marilyn Goldstein to Walter Hoff- 





man, Minneapolis, recently. Bride is 


Minneapolis-St. Paul; he’s a p.a. for 
20th-Fox in that territory. 

Marcy McGuire to Wally Cassell, | 
Los Angeles, Aug. 30. Both are| 
screen players. 

Jean Carlin to James Wellington | 
Pearson, Dallas, Aug. 27. Bride is a} 
screen actress. 

Ellen Lipcher to Dick Lyons Sept. | 
4, New York. He’s with MGM rec- | 
ords and stepson of Leopold Fried- | 
man, v.p. of Loew’s, Inc.; bride is | 
daughter of Milton Douglas, emcee. | 


Melanie Dynner to James J. | 
Majorell, Santa Barbara, 
He's chief of trailer production at 
RKO. 


Lulu Belle Paulson to Harold | 
Hughes, Las Vegas, Aug. 30. He’s 
police chief at Goldwyn Studios. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jennie Camacho, son, 
New York, Aug. 14. Father is with 
Edward B. Marks Music Co. 


Mr. and Mrs: Paul G. Smith, Jr., 
son, Hollywood, Aug. 23. Father is} 
in the David O. Selznick flackery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Moss, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 26. Father 
is nanaging director of Loew’s 
Criterion, N. Y., and owner of sev- 
eral other theatres in N. Y. metro- 
politan area. 


Mr. and Mrs. Art Arthur, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Aug. 25. Mother is 
Jessica Pepper of the stage; father 
a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Burch, son, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 25. Father is a 
radio writer-producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Roach, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 29. Father 
is attorney in the law firm of O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler; mother 
was formerly secretary to Hal Horne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Edwards, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, Aug. 27. Father is 
a screen acfor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Radam, daugh- 
ter, New York, Sept. 1. Father is 





with the talent and auditions dept. 
of the William Morris agency, N. Y. 





Herman - GAC 


omg Continued from page 41 


band, with Turchen still on that job. 

Continental will have offices in 
New York, under Deutsch (for- 
merly with Frederick Bros. and re- 
cently head of the American Artists 
Bureau), Archer will stay in Holly- 
wood, while Turchen hits the road 
with Herman. New agency is li- 
censed by the American Federation 
of Musicians and American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. In addition to 
Herman, Continental will have Noro 
Morales, Miguelito Valdes’ new or- 
chestra and is making a pitch for 
other properties. Herman, incident- 
ally, in deciding to throw in his lot 
with something fresh in the agency 
field, turned down offers from Music 
Corp. of America and William 
Morris. 

Herman's separation from Vallon 








the music level as high as possible. 
Just remember, you were a listener 
once, and give the poor guy a break. 
If you give him musical slop, that’s 
what he'll like. He's been sopping 
up the likes of that for so many 
years now from musical nincom- 
poops it’s gonna be hard to change 
his mind. But there’s-nothing like 
trying. That doesn't mean you have 
to be on a complete jazz kick. 
glance at the suggested programs 
will show you what I mean. And 
you'd be surprised how they'll ac- 
quire a penchant for good stuff. It 
may take some time, but once they 
sample the good cuts, the cold sand- 
wiches and hot dogs will be forgot- 
ten, and they'll be lifted up by their 
ear-lobes. That at least will keep 
American radio from spinning io the 
lower depths at the rate of 78 revo- 
lutions per minute. Try it and see. 
By the way, George, do you know 
a good band looking for a leader? 
As ever, 

Fred Robbins. 





& Co. is a surprise to the trade. His 
‘pact with the attorneys, originally 
|for 10 years, has four years to run 
/and presumably they will be paid 
off for whatever interest they hold 
in Herman as time goes on. 


As soon as Herman assembles a 


| to 





new band, he’ll hit the road. He’s | 
| signalling some of his former side- | 
_men, but is more interested in| 
}rounding up young, fresh musicians | 
he has gotten a line on in this area. | 
| Band will go into rehearsal within a | 
\couple weeks and will hit the one- | 
night trail on the Coast first. Then | 
it works into the midwest, back to | 
the Coast for the holidays and then | 
is expected to set sail for the east. | 
It will be a normal-sized combo with | 
a girl vocalist and Herman: | 

No replacement has been set for | 
Archer at the Morris agency's one-| 
night desk. Cress Courtney is here, | 
however, from the N. Y. office and 
it’s probable one will be secured 
before he goes back east. Mean- | 
while, Pat Robins, who sells small 





combos, is filling in at the post. 


supervisor of the Canadian Army 
_ Show overseas; is married to Jimmy | 


——— a 


OBITUARIES 


HERBERT L. WATEROUS 

Herbert L. Waterous, basso of the 
grand and light opera stages for 
many years, who was best known for 
his Gilbert & Sullivan roles, died 
last Friday (29) at his home in 
Woodstock, N. Y. He was 78. 

Waterous was born in Flint, Mich., 
and began his stage career early in 
life. He sang with the Metropolitan 
Opera for two seasons before going 
into light opera, also singing with 
Fritzi Scheff, appearing with the 
De Koven Opera Co. in “Robin 


with publicity staff of station WCCO, | Hood,” and touring in concerts and 


recitals. He went to London in 1926 
sing the role of Dr. Engel in 
Shubert’s production of “The Stu- 
dent Prince.” In 1929, he was seen 


lin N. Y. in “Lady Fingers” and in 


“Naughty Marietta.” 

Of his many Gilbert & Sullivan 
roles, Pooh-Bah in “The Mikado” 
was the one he was best known for 
and most often appeared in, sup- 
porting such light opera stars of the 


JAMES TEMPLETON 
James 


Templeton, 63, for 
vaudevillian, died in Rich ae 
Memorial Hospital, Staten Island, 


Aug. 28, following a brief illness. At. 
ter entering show business as a con- 
tortionist and circus acrobat, he and 
his brother Mercer formed a song- 
and-dance team that toured the 
Keith circuit for years and played in 
several George M. Cohan musicals. 

Survived by mother, brother, and 
three sisters. 

LEWIS A. R. INNERARITY 

Lewis A. R. Innerarity, 60, motion 
picture attorney and member of the 
law firm of Coudert Brothers, died 
|}in Bronxville, N. Y., Aug. 28. He 
|assisted in the organization of the 





|Motion Picture Assn. and super- 
| vised contracts of many film play- 
ers, besides being a noted trial 
lawyer. 


Survived by widow, daughter and 
two sisters. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 5th, 1927 


period as DeWolf Hopper, William 
Danforth and Frank Moulan. In 1936, 
Waterous appeared with Danforth 
and Moulan in a revival of “The 
Mikado” at the Majestic. 

Other G&S operettas in which he 


had often appeared were “The 
Pirates of Penzance,” “Iolanthe,” 
“H.M.S. Pinafore” and “The Yeo- 


men of the Guard.” 

Surviving him are his widow, Mrs. 
Jayne Herbert Waterous, with whom 
he appeared in concerts and recitals, 
and two sons, Allen and Donald 
Waterous. 





PETER SIWOAN FINNEY 


Peter Sloan Finney, 66, a musician | 


in Toronto for 40 years, died in hos- 
pital in that city, Aug. 25. Born in 
Liverpoo!, Eng., he went to Toronto 
in 1906 after serving asa youth in 
the British Army. He was a member 
of the first pit-band to play in the 
Royal Alexandra (legit) when that 
theatre was opened in Toronto in 
1907. He was also one of the original 
members of Romanelli’s Orch. and 
played with this group from its first 
performance 30 years ago at the 
King Edward Hotel. At other times, 
he played at Loew’s and Shea’s, To- 
ronto, in the days of vaudeville. 
When he died, he was a member of 
the Toronto Symphony. 

Survived by parents, widow and 
two daughters. 





JACOB ALTSCHULER 


Jacob Altschuler, 77, symphony 
orchestra player, died in New York, 
Aug. 27. Soon after his arrival from 
Russia in 1893, he helped form the 
Russian Symphony Orchestra, of 
which he was manager as well as 
first viola player under the baton of 
his brother, Modest 

In 1923, Altschuler played a lead- 
ing role in organizing the State Sym- 
phony orchestra. He also played in 
many other leading orchestras in 
New York. 

Survived by widow, three sons, 
two daughters, two sisters and three 
brothers. 





ALBERT JAMES SINTON 


Albert James Sinton, 62, former 
musician and radio sound effects 
man, died at Whitehouse Station, 
N. Y., Aug. 24. He had been ill 
seven months. 

A former resident of Schenectady, 
Sinton played drums in_ theatre 
orchestras there and later became a 
sound effects man with NBC, CBS 
and finally as a freelance for World 
Broadcasting Co. He had been a 
member of the Avon Symphony 
Orchestra at Utica, N. Y., and vari- 
ous other symphony groups, and at 
one time was with Sousa’s band. 





MORDEN NEILSON 


Morden Neilson, 69, president and 
general manager of Neilson’s Choco- 
lates Ltd., one of the earliest and 
biggest of Canadian radio sponsors, 
died in Toronto, Aug. 26. 

Survived by widow, two sons, two 
daughters. One daughter, Audrey, 
was CWAC captain and women’s 





SAMUEL SOLTZ 


| Samuel Soltz, vet indie exhibitor 
| died in Baltimore Sunday (31) after 
'a protracted period of illness follow- 
‘ing a heart attack. Formerly of 
| Pittsburgh, Soltz operated the How- 

ard, prosperous Baltimore downtown 
raga corse run, and took active part 

in exhibitor organizational activity. 

Was a charter member of Baltimore 
| Variety Club Tent, No. 19. 





ERNEST F. BRINKMAN 


Ernest F. Brinkman, 59, founder 
of the Brinkman Sign Co., now the 





Brinkman Corp., Fort Wayne, Ind., 
outdoor advertising firm, died Aug. 
26. 

Widow and daughter survive. 


VICTOR KH. WILLIAMS 
Victor H. Williams, 34, sales pro- 
motion manager of radio stations 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 





KOIL, Omaha, and KFOR, Lincoln, 
Neb., died in Minneapolis recently, 
after an emergency operation. 





BERT SORTER 
Bert Sorter, 66, studio wardrobe 
man for 33 years, died in his Holly- 
wood home, Aug. 26, following a 
heart attack on the RKO lot. 





Mr. and Mrs. Novella Holler 
Meck, mother of Olin Mock, 20th- 
Fox salesman, and mother-in-law of 
Hal Keeter, Charlotte (N. C.) branch 
manager for Eagle Lion, died in 
Charlotte hospital Aug. 21, after a 
short illness. 





Arthur Ross, 65, unit manager at 
Metro since the company was or- 
ganized, died Aug. 26 at his home 
in Culver City following a heart 
attack. 





Maxwell A. Moss, 74, brother-in- 
law of Mose Gumble, of Warner 
Bros. Music Co., died in New York, 
Aug. 31. Widow, son and brother 
survive. 





Mrs. Hattie Smolen, sister of Ed- 
ward, Joe and Morris Small, died in 
Hollywood, Aug. 28. 





Martinique’s Import 
Paris, Sept. 2. 





Shields, top Canadian vocalist, whom 


|she met on an early Neilson radio | 


series. | 


_Aimee Valreze, Parisian torch- 
Singer, has been signed to a one- 
month pact by Cafe Martinique in 
New York. 

She planes to the U. S. tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 
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Capitol, N. Y. 


Art Mooney Orch (18) with Gal- 
ley Sisters (3), Buddy Breese; Bev- 
erly Tyler, Lew Parker, Bill Robin- 
son; “Song of the Thin Man” (M-G), 
reviewed in Variety, July 23, °47. 





New Capitol show coupled to 
Metro’s “Song of the Thin Man” is 
weak in comparison with past stand- 
ards, but it presents performers who 
individually come up with pleasant 
interludes now and then to over- 
come at least a part of the overall 
impact of the layout. That it doesn’t 
tie up into a neat package of enter- 
tainment throughout, is partly the 
fault of comic Lew Parker, who can 
use some new material. 

Bill Robinson is top man. He 
hasn’t changed his act in the past 
couple of years, but it goes over 
solidly here. Doing more gagging 
than usual, he gets to the customers 
with his brief quips, saving until 
last the gag about his quitting show 
biz to become “Emperor of Japan.” 
In between, his terping is straight 
to the pin. Highlight is the routine 
he’s been doing for some time—an 
impression of himself 40 years from 
now. 

Beverly Tyler, Metro starlet also 
does well. Teeing off nervously, but 
then warming up to where she ex- 
hibits a warm, accurate soprano, the 
nice-looking brunet gets off an ex- 
ceptionally well-paced group of 
tunes. Starts with a longhair piece, 
then “They Didn't Believe Me” in 
two-tempo style, then George Gersh- 
win’s “Summertime” for a capper. 
Audience went for her act. 

Parker is a better comic than he 
proves here. He does one bit—his 
restaurant routine—which gets re- 
sponse enough to disturb the laugh 
meter. In between there’s little to 
cheer about, particularly that bit of 
business he works out wherein a 
stooge, supposedly his wife, is on- 
stage asking for money. It’s in bad 
taste. 

Threaded through the entire show 
is a running gag by Parker. He 
tries to tell a story about Petrillo, 
which is interrupted each time by 
another stooge professing to be a 
AFM delegate. This sets up the 
finale, wherein he makes another 
attempt to tell the story and the 
AFM’er orders the bandsmen off- 
stage and down goes the pit with 
Parker begging for mercy. It’s cute. 

Art Mooney’s orchestra, playing 
its first major Broadway theatre 
after a long run at the Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J., gets com- 
paratively little chance to show its 
wares. But the date does prove that 
Mooney is one Irishman who isn’t 
disturbed by an audience. He steps 
to the mike for introductions like 
this is his umpteenth time at the 
Cap. His band, composed of six 
brass, five sax, four rhythm and a 
fiddle section, gets only three oppor- 
tunities—two at the outset wherein 
the Galley Sisters, Buddy Breese 
and men from the band work over 
“Limehouse Blues” and a novelty 
tegged, “I Always Wished I Could 
“> a Cowboy.” Both are nicely 

rked out and smoothly exhibit 

3 band’s leaning toward showman- 

» aS an adjunct to its dance 

sic. Later, the combo delivers its 
1ovelty arrangement of “Vatsa Pi.” 
There's only one slight fault in-the 
Celivery of these items and that lies 
in the impression that the femme 
trio overdoes the mugging and com- 
edy. Wood. 


Apollo, N. Y. 


Billy Eckstine, Jimmie Lunceford’s 
band with Eddie Wilcox, Anne But- 
ler, Coles & Atkins, Tondalayo & 
Calypso Boys, Pigmeat Markham, 
— Bunn, Sybil Lewis; “Blackmail” 
(Rep). 





Closed for several weeks for an- 
nual refurbishing, Apollo reopened 
Friday (29) to strong business with 
crooner Billy Eckstine and the band 
of the late Jimmie Lunceford 
fronted by pianist Eddie Wilcox 
topping the bill. Band tees off show 
Paving the way for Anne Butler who 
registers with terping and juggling. 

Honi Coles and Cholly Atkins, two 
males in white flannels, offer varied 
tap routines for nice reception. As 
customary Pigmeat, aided by John 
Bunn and Sybil Lewis, wins strong 
applause with the house’s weekly 
comedy blackout. Blue tinted dialog 
never fails to please the payees here. 

Left leaderless by Lunceford’s 
death in Seaside, Ore., July 12, band 
is attempting to carry on with Wil- 
cox now handling the piloting chores. 
Comprising eight brass, five reed and 
four rhythm, boys shape up as a 
versatile outfit. They cut loose with 
abandon on Wilcox’s hot composi- 
tion, “Whatcha Gonna Do” and 
follow with novel arrangement of 
‘Organ Grinder’s Swing” which 
opens in a quiet vein with Wilcox’s 
ivory standing out. Tenor saxmen 
Joe Thomas and Lee Howard also 
score with “Three Bones” on a solo 
session tagged, “Battle of the 

enors.” 

Tondalayo and her Calypso Boys 
offer a mixture of West Indian 
rhythms garnished with the femme’s 
terping. Trie of males, wearing 
colorful costumes, register with 
vocals accompanied with gourd- 
thumping. But act’s chief sock is 

e uninhibited undulations of 
Tondalayo. Gal makes three cos- 
tume changes, each more scanty. 
Charged with boundless energy, 
she’s plenty sexy furiously waving 


her flaming red hair while giving 
out with ample bumps and grinds. 
Garners hefty applause. 

Billy Eckstine tees off with “I'm 
in the Mood for Love” amid femme 
shrieks and swoons. His is an easy 
effortless style which lets the words | 
fall where they may. Still in the 
sweet tempo, he follows with “Ivy” 
and then modulates his tones nicely 
on “Prisoner of Love.” First change 
of pace is with the jump number, 
“Rhythm Is the Name for Me,” a 
welcome relief from the sugar stuff. 
Finales to neat returns with the bala- | 
lad, “A Cottage for Sale.” 





Million Dellar. L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 
Miguelito Valdes Orch (20), John- 
ny Moore’s Three Blazers, The Gar- | 
cias (2), Jack Marshall, Jeanne Tay- 
lor; “Kilroy Was Here” (Mono). 


This week’s bill has its high spots, 
but overall, it isn’t top filmvaude 
stage offering. Local record rating of 
the Three Blazers is a pull, as is per- 
son of Miguelito Valdes, so business 
on week wiil be okay. 

Blazers are too reminiscent of the | 
King Cole Trio in style on most of | 
their tunes but pleased the ticket} 
buyers. Numbers offered include | 
“You Won't Let Me Go,” “Over There | 
by the Cherry Tree,” “Warsaw Con- | 
certo,” “Bye, Bye.~- Baby,” and! 
“Johnny Boogie.” Combo is made up | 
of piano, guitar and bass, with Moore | 
at keyboard and vocalizing. 

Valdes orchestra has good, com- 
mercial arrangements to sell but fail 
to put much enthusiasm behind 
tunes. Valdes shows best with flam- 
boyant delivery of four Latin songs, 
“Mike’s Medley,” “Nagran Chiubin,” 
“Babalu” and “Cumbanchero.” Vocal 
gymnastics click, as always. Orch of 
20, including four ‘violins and one 
viola, opens with “Jivin’ the Rumba” 
and then next tees off a Latin Amer- 
ican medley. Windup for crew is a 
musical salute to American com- 
posers. Midway, George Lopez, 
trumpet, solos on “Estrellita” with 
fair results. 

The Garcias do solid selling as 
rumba team, rating big hand for 
water glass balancing while hip 
shaking. Jack Marshall wraps up 
good stint of clowning impressions 
with rubber face and flexible hat 
brim, but some of his gag material 
cut too close to blue border line. 
Jeanne Taylor, band canary, achieved 
so-so results on “I Want Somebody 
to Love Me” and “Lover Man.” 

Brog. 


RKO, Beston 
Boston, Aug. 29. 


Louis Prima Orch, Frank Marlowe, 
Roberts Sisters & Dorothy White; 
“Crimson Key” (RKO). 





Louis Prima’s a powerhouse in 
Boston and has been for _ seasons. 


Result here, aside from the wow! 


show he puts on, is smash b.o. from 
opening to windup. 

There’s nothing subtle about his 
approach. He's out there to kill 
them and everything goes from the 
broadest Italian wisecracks to winks, 
knowing grins and gestures con- 
taining a special significance to the 
cats. nd, a crack outfit, leans on 
the brass and most of its numbers 
provide a spot for Prima either on 
the trumpet or vocal. 

Leader does “Depth of the Well,” 
“The Deacon,” “Angelina,” “Bacigal- 
up” and others, souping them up 
with the Prima style and personality. 
He turns the vocals of “Ivy” over 
to Paul Mason and “Ballerina” and 
“CeciNa” to Cathy Allen. Both have 
a nice style and click. Jimmy Vin- 
cent does a drum specialty to pad it 
out and beats the joint to a pulp. 
Band as a whole achieves highest 
decibel rating of any outfit to hit 
this spot. 

Frank Marlowe, formerly here with 
“Toplitzky,” more than fulfills the 
promise noted in the late musical. 
Audience takes to him from the out- 
set as he clowns, spiels an involved 
but comic patter, sings a song and 
finishes off with a split. Roberts 
Sisters and Dorothy White are okay 
in a precision tap routine. Elie. 





Hippedrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Aug. 31. 
Ross & Stone, Mack Triplets, Del 
Rios (3). Jo Lombardi House Orch 
(14) with Melvin Seebode; “Down 
to Earth” (Col). 





Abbreviated layout held down be- 
cause of length of accompanying 
film, “Down to Earth,’ plays well 
enough and packs sufficient variety 
and talent to please. Punchy open- 
ing is provided by Jo Lombardi and 
his house orch on stage for a special 
overture wrapped around Cole Por- 
ter tunes and highlighted by nice 
vocal interlude by Melvin Seebode. 

Ross and Stone follow with mixed 
comedy, male foiling for dead-pan 
gagging of femme partner, who 
winds with acro dancing. Mack 
Triplets, harmony trio, score with 
some special material built around 
radio commercials and arrangements 
of “Irish Lullaby,” “Her Bathing 
Suit Never Got Wet” and “He Like 
It, She Like It” all smoothly sold 
and well received. Del Rios, two 
males and gal, punch out solid acro- 
batics mixed with hoofery for a 


| son’s 





strong closer. 





Biz big. Burm. 


State. N. ¥. 


Maxie Rosenbloom & Max Baer, 
with Gordon Andrews; Adrienne, 
Georgie Kaye, D’Ivons (2), Eddy 
Manson, with Marjorie Welles; Dod- 
Monkeys; “The Hucksters” 
(M-G). 





An overall show of top quality at 
the State this week, where a lineup 
headed by Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Max Baer provides excellent enter- 
tainment. Layout is routined so that 
there’s scarcely a lag in the entire 
proceedings, and the more than an 
hour running time is scarcely evi- 


' dent to the audience. 


The State, like most vauders, is 
having a difficult time during the 
week of the Legion convention of 
topping the Legionnaire japeries 
handed out for free along Broadway, 
but this semester’s comedy depart- 
ment with the pair of ex-pugs and 


| Georgie Kaye impresses as being a 


better buy. 

Baer and Rosenbloom have always 
clicked at this house, and this trip is 
no exception. Rosenbloom’s illitera- 
cies and Baer’s attempted suavities 
combine for hilarious low-down 
comedics which are good for a pair 
of encores. They’re not showing 
anything new this time around the 
circuit, but what they have shows 
up exceedingly wel]. Gordon An- 
drews 88’s for them. 

Kaye impresses as 2 
much improved comedic. Delivery 
shows up better, and material is 


eres sess 


| well conceived. He starts out slow- | 


ly, but builds to solid exit. His bit 
on psychiatrists is probably his best 
piece. but. there’s plenty of laugh 
returns on his other stuff as well. 

The song department is well taken 
care of by the singularly named 
Adrienne. Niftily gowned and mak- 
ing a fine appearance, she has a nice 
selection of songs, doing well in both 
rhythm and ballad departments. 
Only defect in routine is medley 
built around a Macy dummy, ver- 
biage isn’t too hot, but there’s noth- 
ing wrong with her delivery. Rates 
pair of encores. 

Eddy Manson’s harmonicaing with 
Marjorie Welles at the piano also 
wins audience approval. He gets a 
lot of music out of the mouth organ 
and provides slick arrangements of 
pop classics. Smetana’s “Dance of the 
Comedians” and Enesco’s “Roumanian 
Rhapsody” have telling effect, with 
his concessions to popular taste, “Be- 
guine” and “Powerhouse” also solid 
with audience. 

Shows opening, however, is weak. 
Dod Dodson’s Monkeys show too few 
tricks, although he retrieves some- 
what at close of act with hand-bal- 
ancing of a simian. Talk is okay, 
but effect is lost because of weakness 
in the animal routines. 

The D’Ivons, ballroomers, fill a dif- 
ficult spot in following Rosenbloom 
and Baer to close the show, but hold 
with a graceful terp line. 

Sammy FEidler’s orch, subbing for 
Louis Basil, backs the show com- 
petently. Jose. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Aug. 29. 
Harry Babbitt, Lane Bros., Chris 
Cross, Al Schenk, The Martins, Les 
Rhode House Orch; “They won't Be- 
lieve Me” (RKO). 





Standard vaude layout plays well, 
with audience reaction satisfactory. 

Harry Babbitt can be added to list 
of radio personalities who’ve played 
here in recent weeks and done okay. 
Rugged appearance adds to _ stub- 
holders reaction, with both oldsters 
and bobby-soxers going for his 
amiable warblings of “Sunny Side of 
the Street,” “That’s My Desire,” “If 
I Loved You” and “Peg O’ My 
Heart.” Tops with little boy-girl 
pipings to earn solid sendoff. 

In emcee slot, Al Schenk, introes 
slickly and in own spot racks up 
hearty laugh returns with his broad 
clowning. Stint is diversified, to add 
to values, being a mixture of eccen- 
tric hoofing, singing, mugging and 
zany antics, all in good pace. 

Lane brothers go well with their 
acroantics. Biz with ropes keeps the 
gasps coming to final trick, with aud 
expecting them to become fouled 
up in the twinings all the way 
through and hitting the palms when 
they brush without mishap. 

Terp slot is handled in smooth 
fashion by the Martins. Nifty duo 
combine lifts and spins in neatly 
devised routines. Gal’s orb-appeal 
another factor in earning heavy 
mitting. » 

Chris Cross starts slowly via some 
comedy material, but got them with 
his ventro stuff. Winds into strong 
finish with blues number ala Har- 
lem thrush. 

Les Rhode and house orch back 
show in competant style. Lary. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 28. 

“Going Native,” a local phenom- 
ena, is being revived at Loew’s Capi- 
tol this week to the tune of a b.o. 
jingle which places it right out front 
as a money-maker. 

Revue, which in its prewaf past 
has unearthed such names as Evalyn 
Tyner, Helen Forrest and Johnny 
Barnes, plays to an audience perpet- 
ually at white-heat enthusiasm. Part 
of it is civic pride, but most of it is 
well earned by a smooth, colorful 
production, which has glitter and 
even an occasional spark of real tal- 
ent. Whole thing is a tribute to the 
showmanship and ability of Capitol’s 


:Gene Ford, who has whipped his 





| 
troupe of about 40 show-biz aspir- | 
— culled from auditioning over | 
, a 


to professional level. Mar- | 
garet 


cago to take chaige of the dances, 
has done a slick job with an eight- 


| gal line and a ballet ensemble. 


Stunt, conceived seven years be- 
fore the war put it in temporary 
wraps, is designed to rouse civic in- 
terest, and is no penny-pinching af- 
fair so far as Loew’s is concerned. 
With a minimum salary of $50 to the 
cast, production nut runs well over 
$6,000, but is well worth it in local 
attention and in cash returns. 

Standouts on current bill most 
likely to succeed along the hard 
paths of show biz appear to be tenor 
Tony Donadio, a student at Catholic 
U’s Speech and Drama School, and 
terper Rita Johnson. Both are above 
j}amateur level in their fields and 
| should go places. Also worthy of at- 
tention is Robert L. Friend, a men- 
talist, a la Dunninger, who, with a 
| bit of sparkle and showmanship 
added to his novel talent, 
sibilities. 





Lowe. 
Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 28. 
Henry Busse Orch (16) with Betty 
Taylor, Lee Sherain; Edwards Trio, 
Crosby Sisters (2), Johnny O’Brien; 
“The Adventuress” (EL). 


Bad spotting mars this layout 
somewhat, but not enough to cramp 





style of headliner, Henry~- Busse 
orchestra. 
Crosby sisters, shapely singing 


comediennes, click with their bouncy 
stanza. Their impressions of Joan 
Davis and Ink Spots are clever and 
garner good applause. 

Edwards trio contrib tumbling- 
balancing routines on chairs, stand- 
out beat being balancing atop chairs 
with four soda bottles on a table as 
support. Two lads are seated on 
raised chairs, while third does hand- 
stand on final chair, suspended in 
air by partner. 

Johnny O’Brien, west coast radio 
product of the Herb Shriner mold, 
patterns act around homespun ap- 
pearance and gags. Only previous 
Chi appearance was in 1940 as guest 
of the National Barn Dance. Using 
harmonica as fillin, he gets over 
neatly. 

This is a quick followup for Busse 
orch after an appearance a month 
ago at the Edgewater Beach hotel. 
Busse works in the same line here 
on show backing, providing major 
assist to previous act. 

Betty Taylor, an eyeful in re- 
vealing white draped gown, has 
greatly improved her stage presence 
and singing technique since the 
hotel date. Chirp has overcome ner- 
vousness and her delivery made 
“Lady from 29 Palms” a solid teeoff. 
Follows with “Feudin’ and Fightin.’ ” 
Lee Sherain neatly baritones “Ivy” 
and “Almost Like Being in Love” to 
nice reception. 

Busse orch clicks on “Hot Lips” 
and a stepped up version of “Temp- 
tation.” Arne Barnett, former Chi 
Copacabana bandleader, has joined 
Busse as pianist, and is wisely in 
“Warsaw Concerto,” which won 
heavy applause and an_ encore, 
“Bumble Boogie.” 

Busse’s top offering is a medley 
from “Annie Get Your Gun,” during 
which part of the brass section 
switch to oboes and piccolos. Busse 
works in muted trumpet on “They 
Say It’s Wonderful” to garner addi- 
tional salvos. Loop. 











Revival Problem 


mua Continued from page 1 





slightly different than the original 
a royalty will be expected. 

Prior to “Glow Worm,” however, 
E. B. Marks was confronted with the 
sight of “I Wonder Who’s Kissing 
Her Now” stepping into disk best 
seller lists with the prompting of 
Perry Como’s recording and no rec- 
ord royalties forthcoming. 

Before that it was “When You 
Were Sweet Sixteen,” also pushed 
upward by Como. Shapiro-Bernstein, 
publisher of the tune, however, was 
armed for such a revival. It seems 
that in 1945 a new verse was writ- 
ten for the tune and a new copy- 
right taken out. Como recorded the 
new version and Shapiro, after a 
slight argument with Victor, won 
out in its bid for royalties. * Decca 
Records, however, released a old 
Mills Bros. version made in the 
song’s original form and will not re- 
ceive royalties on the disking. 








Continued from page 4 


to the 75% ad valorem tax. Film has 
the all-time record for length of run 
in England, having played 232 con- 
secutive weeks at the London Ritz 
theatre in its first engagement 
abroad. 

Film opened Saturday (30) at 
Loew's Criterion on Broadway for 
its 12th booking and is slated to go 
into general release throughout the 
country tomorrow (Thursday). 
Metro is asking, and getting, a 
straight 40% rental in all situations. 





aber, brought in from Chi- | 


} 





; ness. 


has pos- | 





' suffered considerably. 








+ J . 
B’way Legion 
Continued from page 1 


by the fact that business started hit- 
ting a brilliant stride—once the 
Legionaires started for the jong 
journey home Sunday (31). At that 
point the Labor Day business took 
over and takes were increased con- 
siderably, 


Equally hard hit by the Legion 
japeries were film houses, legit thea- 
tres and niteries. The delegates and 
visitors, who were thought to be 
well-heeled, were rarely seen in the 
tonier boites, but midtown bars and 
cheaper restaurants hit peak busi- 
The younger delegates haven't 
had a chance to establish themselves 
as yet, either economically or in 
Legion councils, and their presence 
wasn’t felt in either direction. 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
business was worse than during a 
well-observed Lenten period. The 
normal spenders were scared off by 
the hordes of pranksters and the out- 
of-town spenders feared coming in, 
either by the sheer adventure of a 
walk down Broadway or by the lack 
of hotel space. “There's a hetter 
show right out on the street,” was 
the reason given for sparse theatre 
and cafe-going. 

The usual convention nuisances of 
squirt guns, “hot rod” canes, etc., 
were complicated by young hood- 
lums, too young to have fought in 
World War II, They joined the 


pranksters and at times became 
vicious. The only fights reported 
were between non-conventioneers 


and the youngsters. Many resented 
taking the japeries from these young 
squirts, 

Behaved OK in Cafes 


The Legion members behaved ad- 
mirably in niteries, mainly because 
of the presence of the Legion Serv- 
ice committee which patroled ni- 
teries and bars closely. Bonifaces 
were asked not to call the police 
in the event of Legionnaire out- 
bursts, but to call the Committee, 
which would see that everything 
was taken care of. 


Film houses were the hardest hit, 
especially on Thursday night, when 
pranksterism was at its height. The 
Times Square section was roped off, 
and the vets entertained with every 
corny device exhibited at previous 
Legion conventions. The normal en- 
tertainment seekers stayed away, 
but many ducked into filmeries and 
vaude houses, just to get off the 
street. But overall biz was exceed- 
ingly slow. 


At one point it was impossible to 
get near the Roxy theatre because 
of Legion men throwing paper bags 
filled with water from the Taft ho- 
tel. Same thing applied at other 
midtown hostelries. 


The legit houses similarly suf- 
fered. Hit shows like “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” “Annie, Get Your Gun” 
and “Brigadoon” were sold out long 
before, but many didn't show up 
fearing the trip. The other houses 
In the case 
of “Sweethearts,” the Shuberts 
made arrangements with the Le- 
gion committee for half-price tick- 
ets in the $2.40 seats. The Shuberts 
accommodated one change of date, 
but when Legion members reached 
the house they wanted all sorts of 
changes, including privileges of go- 
ing in for only 50c., and some want- 
ed half-rates on the higher priced 
seats. Boxoffice men weren't em- 
powered to make the changes, and 
for this they were rewarded with 
all sorts of epithets. 

Cafes were probably the hardest 
hit. Legionnaires wouldn't lay out a 
$3.50 minimum when they could 
have fun for free in the streets. 
Business was off, and picked up. 
only on Sunday (31) when bulk of 
the conventioneers departed. 

Gals and Grifters Best B.O. 

However, some forms of enter- 
tainment did do well during the 
confab. Water pistol vendors did 
landoffice business and pitchmen 
congregating here from all over 
the country did comparatively well 
Biggest boom was registered by the 
numerous nymphs du pave. 

Perhaps the biggest disappoint- 
ment was registered in the hotel 
trade. The Legion reserved every 
available room, making arrange- 
ments as far as Brooklyn and the 
Bronx. By Thursday, many rooms 
were turned back and on Friday 
hotels were selling rooms for single 
night occupancy. 

The incidents occurring starting 
Wednesday when the Legionnaires 
started coming in, was viriually a 
repeat of the 1937 convention, 
Amusement operators shrugged a 
little when reading that the N. Y, 
Convention Bureau extended an in- 
vitation for the Legion to come 
again in 1957. 





TA Ta lh a ane tees 


§ 





an] 


pment Sp 


een 


Fm ila eet in sls 








LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, September 3, 1947 





Ballet 


Season Looks Okay in N.Y; 


- NS.G. on Road; Femme Names Help 


The ballet season will open of- 
ficially Sunday (7) when the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo begins a New 
York engagement of two weeks at 
the N. Y. City Center. Prospects are 
that the troupe will do okay at the 
boxoffice for the short run. Nation- 
ally, however, the picture for ballet 
on tour this season isn’t too favor- 
ab’e. 

Feeling among managers is that 
bailet, like all specialized forms of 
entertainment, is beginning to feel 
the pinch of hard times. Ballet 
grosses last season were less than 
the year before, and this season, 
managers say, matters will be worse. 
Managers add that ballet is losing 
some of its glamor and draw from 
tre fact that ballet troupes are 
sr-aller in size than formerly. 


> Het Russe will be strengthened 
ths season in the femme depart- 
ment, but weakened in the male! 
side. Mary Ellen Maylan returns as 
featured ballerina after two years in | 
Broadway musicals, to add to list | 
of premiere femme dancers that in- 
cludes Alexandra Danilova, Nathalie | 
Kressovska and Ruthanna Boris. 
Troupe, however, has lost femme 
leads in Marie-Jeanne and Pauline 
Coddard. Another femme returning, 
afier several seasons in musicals, is | 
Tatiana Grantzeva. 

Chief loss, however, is in male! 
leads, with Nicholas Magallanes, a 
strong principal, leaving to go into | 





the forthcoming Broadway produc- | 
Her- 


tion’s “Music In My Heart.” 
bert Bliss, most promising of troupe’s 


younger dancers, has quit, as has | 


Armand Picon. Leads left are Fred- 
er’c Franklin and Leon Danielian. 


Company will preem two new bal- 
lets during its N. Y. run. One is 
“Cirque de deux,” marking Ruth- 
anna Boris’ debut as choreographer, 
end “Lola Montez,” done by Edward 
Caton. Two ballets premiered last 
season, Antonio Cobos’ “Madronos” 
and Valerie Bettis’ “Virginia Samp- 
ler,” will also be repeated. 





Bermuda Players Bring 
First Legit to British 
Island in Over 10 Years 


For the first time in more than 10 
years, Bermuda now has a profes- 
sional theatre. An English company, 
headed by Gregory Gordon and 
calling itself the Bermuda Players, 
has opened a repertory season at the 
open-air theatre at the Agricultural 
S:-tion, just outside Hamilton. 


Performances are given Tuesday- 
through - Thursday every week, at 
$1 and $1.50 admission. First week’s 
ofiering, opening Aug. 26, with 
canacity attendance of °700, was 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream,” &nd 
the current bill is “Romeo and 
Juliet.” The troupe will continue 
to do Shakespeare for the next few 
weoks. 

Gordon is producer and director 
of the company, with Mrs. George 
Smith staging the ballet, Ada Oat- 
way designing the settings and 
Rhoda Copping the costumes. John 
Moadeiros has charge of the p.a. sys- 
tom and Reginald Pitman handles 
‘he recorded music for the produc- 

r +S, 


Company, with leads from Eng- 
and and local recruits in support- 
ng parts, includes John Austin, 
B-endan Hollis, Frank Cooper, Julian 
Si. Ledger, John Mynott, Dorothy 
Moss, Paula Watley, Betty Paten, 
Arthur Card, Edward McHarg, 
Wilbur Smith, Arthur de Silva, Allan 
Frick, Norman Firth, Jean Han- 
nant, Derek Oatway, Billy Burgess, 
Ccrald Copping, David White, Jean 
Mocs, Tony Farnsworth, Marie Card, 
Rhoda Copping, Francis O'Neil, Ada 
Oatway and, as featured ballerina, 
Diana Greene. 





Selznick Thesps Meet Nut 
At La Jolla Strawhat 


La Jolla, Cal., Sept. 2. 


First strawhat season of the 
Actors’ Company grossed enough to 
pay for the upkeep but fell far 
short of liquidating the initial in- 
vestment. 

Thesps, most of whom are under 
contract to David O. Selznick, point 
out that the Cape Playhouse at Den- 
nis. Mass., required eight years to 
shift from red to biack. La Jolla 
troupe met all running expenses and 

“laid aside a few bucks to whittle 
down the debt. 





,% 
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POCONO HAVING CLICK 
WITH OPENING SEASON 


Mountainhome, Pa., Sept. 2. 

Pocono Playhouse here, one of the 
first new strawhats erected since 
the war, has proven a success in its 
first season, with plans already in 
work for a hypoed season in ‘48. 
Ground was broken in April for the 
‘theatre, with opening July 7. Butler 
prefabricated steel structure, seating 
' 500, is one of the few such strawhats 

in existence. 

Company has been resident stock 
of Equity players, occasionally fea- 

turing guest stars such as Fritzi 

| Schiff in “Ladies in Retirement” and 
!Roger Pryor in “Goodbye Again.” 
| Ten-week season ends Sept. 13, with 
'“Barretts of Wimpole Street” for the 
final week. — 

Producer-manager Rowena Ste- 
vens, former legit and radio actress, 
who had the playhouse built, claims 
several distinctions for the: theatre. 
She has arranged theatre parties for 
her productions in tieup with 80 
hotels throughout the Poconos. Some 


| hotels send as many as 70 patrons in 


a@ group once a week. Another un- 
usual feature is regular bus service 
to the theatre from cities as much 
as 40 miles away, such as Scranton, 


| with bus and theatre tickets sold in 


combination. 

Theatre’s staff consists of Richard 
Bender, production supervisor of 
the Gilbert Miller N. Y. office, as 
director; Edwin Gardner, also of the 
Miller office, as electrician; Chafles 
Stilwell as scenic designer and A. 
Redman Walck as biz manager, 


Gish’s ‘Marquise’ for’ Bucks 


| Lillian Gish will star in Noel 
Coward’s comedy, “The Marquise,” 
which opens at the Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., for a 
week beginning Sept. 8. 

Frederic Tozere, Judson Laire and 
Mary MacArthur (Helen Hayes- 
Charles MacArthur. daughter) will 
head the supporting cast and Jerome 
Coray will direct. 





‘Gramercy Ghost’ Preem 


Germantown, N. Y., Sept. 2. 


The Sail Loft Theatre-is closing its 
first summer at Half Moon An- 
chorage in the Hudson River with 
a tryout of John Cecil Holm’s new 
comedy, “Gramercy Ghost,” with 
the author, an ex-actor, playing the 
leading part. Show will preem to- 
morrow night (Wed.), with a cast 
including Katherine Gregg, Edna 
Archer Crawford, Ken Sutton, Jim 
Mc Ellieney, Herschel Bentley and 
William Mullaney. Hugh Rennie 
staged it. 


The production, and season, closes 
Sat. (6). 





Olney’s Season Click 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Olney theatre, straw hatter in 
nearby Maryland, will wind up the 
season Sept. 14 on the profit side of 
the ledger, with “plans for enlarge- 
ment and expansion for ‘48. Barn 
outfit is currently doing bang up biz 
in its next-to-last week with a pre- 
Broadway tryout of the Lynn Riggs 
comedy, “Laughter From A Cloud,” 
starring Ilka Chase, despite a hike 
in prices to $3 top, from its usual 
$2.40, and the competition of another 
Broadway bound comedy, “We Love 
a Lassie” at the National. 

Olney reopened last year by two 
radio announcers, Redge Allen and 
Glenn Taylor, who used their GI 
loans for the project, teaming up 
with local radio actress Evelyn 
Freyman. Trio braved their first 
season loss, threw more money into 
the till for improvements, and are 
now established as a capital summer 
institution. 

Top take for the season to date 
was Zasu Pitts in “The Late Chris- 
topher Bean,” which did an s.r.o. biz, 
|; with Haila Stoddard in “Dream 
'Girl” a close second. Final two 
shows, the current one and the 
{Everett Edward Horton perennial, 
| “Springtime for Henry,” which low- 
| os the curtain for ’47, look promis- 
| ing. 


‘Mary’ to Hit the Road 


“Mary Had a Little,” which closed 
{last season in Boston after’ a 
| lengthy tour on the road, will re- 
| sume Oct. 25 in Portland, Ore., and 
| work its way east. © 
| Edmund Lowe will star. 

















Play Out of Town 


The Stars Weep 
Boston, Sept. 1. 


Louis Schonceit production of dtama in 
three acts by Harry Segall. Directed by 
Paul Stewart; setting by Frederick Fox. At 











Wilbur. Boston, Sept. 1, ‘47. 

PONTE o.16 inca de odocpaned Clitord Carpenter 
BBATRATA. «occ cvecnsctocsoupes Patricia Wheel 
Sawyer....ee aed oneness ath ad Maurice Ellis 
Stacy. ..crccccccscvcccsees Donald Randolph 
EAPO c Fisk bees bb cee seune ee yee Edith Meiser 
Margaret... .ccccccscoscece® coctocs Iris Mann 
Tittle: Girl. .cccccccocsccrseescss Jane Earle 
WR. ket ob 060 005660046400% ta Thomas Coley 
Daphne... .ccccsscccceess .. Vicki Cummings 
Ghibert si ecsccccvcecosvcecve Vincent Donahue 
PINS niwae ea cctokes tended Eileen Heckart 





One moral to this pre-Broadway 
item is that if you don't have chil- 
dren you'll be awfully sorry before 
you get through, especially if you've 
remained childless deliberately. The 
other moral is that it takes more 
than a moral to occupy the stage for 
two hours. Of the two morals, the 
latter is far more powerfully assim- 
ilated by the audience. 

It would appear that Stacy and 
Lydia Bolton, the great husband and 
wife team of the stage, have had at 
least three abortions in their un- 
swerving determination to make the 
grade. The play opens as their three 
unborn children, aged roughly 22, 
20 and 8, unheard and unseen by 
their parents-who-might-have-been, 
listen in on the stars’ discussion of 
a proposed new play. Restless for 
reasons she doesn’t understand, Lydia 
wants to give up their career, but 
Stacy doesn’t. 

Two hours later Stacy and Lydia 
get into a serious quarrel, bringing 
the play to a close in the cold glare 
of a cruel moon as the unborn chil- 
dren, apparently realizing both par- 
ents have passed the menopause and 
can’t have them anyway, lurch tear- 
fully through the exit. In the mean- 
time one of the children has fallen 
in love with a Marine flyer and cries 
piteodusly for never having “been 
born, and there are episodes of dis- 
cussing the play, trying on gowns, 
describing life on a Montana ranch, 
and relating the death of Lydia’s Ma- 
rine ace brother in the Pacific.*Dur- 
ing all of which one or more of the 
children, dressed in classic blithe 
spirit costumes, lean over the library 
railing and look oft reproachfully. 

The cast and the production could 
hardly be better. As the childless 
stars, Donald Randolph and Edith 
Meiser are exceedingly convincing, 
while Patricia Wheel, as the 20- 
year-old unborn daughter, lends a 
sensitive quality to an incoherent 
role, and proves herself a distinct 
comer, Thomas Coley does nicely as 
a Marine flyer and Vicki Cummings 
does well as a writer. There are nice 
bits by Clifford Carpenter and Mau- 
rice Ellis, and two little girls, Iris 
Mann and Jane Earle, have plenty 
of presence. 

But the play, despite the earnest- 
ness of, and possible validity of its 
message, makes its point in the first 
ten minutes and never rrogresses 
beyond it. And not the least of its 
non sequiturs is the 1948 skirt line in 
a 1945 play. Hard to see how this 
one in its present form can contend 
despite the quality of the cast and 
the production, and possible support 
of religious organizations. (Show got 
favorable pre-view in the Pilot, 
organ of Catholic diocese wate 

ie. 





~ Strawhat Reviews 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 

Deal whereby Max Jelin was to acquire the Belasco theatre, N. 2, 
reported to have fallen through. Jelin is said to have failed to make - 
necessary arrangements with the Belasco Theatre Corp., house’s Owner, 
on Aug. 15. It’s understood, however, that Jelin, who has a two-year lease 
on the theatre expiring Sept. 30, has a verbal understanding with Harry 
Gould, the corporation’s president, and negotiations for the sale haven't 
been completely broken off. Reported that Jelin offered a $500,000 price 
for the house, actual payment being the difference between the first 
mortgage (around $230,000) and the purchase price. 

The Belasco Corp. bought the theatre in July, 1944, and leased it to 
Jelin in September, 1945. Relations between landlord and lessee have 
been stormy. Jelin was at one point put out of operation by court arder, 
and the corporation ran the theatre itself, until a higher court reversed 
the decision, reinstating Jelin. If Jelin doesn’t take over ownership of 
the house it’s believed the corporation will operate the theatre when his 
lease expires. 





Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke, who runs Catholic U. drama school in Washing- 
ton, got Ralph T. Kettering together with John F, Golden and J. Michael 
Lambur, new Chi legit production team, through one of those pay-back- 
for-past-favors freaks of circumstance. It dates back to the College theatre 
on the old Essanay lot in the northside of Chi in 1908, when Kettering 
managed. Hartke was then a stage-struck kid and never forgot Ketter- 
ing’s kindness in giving him small bits, walk-ons, etc. Kettering, of course, 
never knew the boy who later was to first present “All Gaul Is Divided,” 
play by John McGiven, ex-GI, which was tried out at Catholic U, and 
when Golden-Lambur decided to do it professionally Father Hartke called 
Kettering in as g.m. Golden inherited a $15,000,000 fortune from Dr. John 








My Fair Lady 
Westport, Conn.,; Sept. 2. 


Westport Country Playhouse production 
of comedy by Otis Bigelow. Features Alex- 
ander Kirkland. Staged by John ©. Wil- 
son, Setting and lighting by Herbert Brod- 


kin. At the Country Playhouse, Westport, 
Sept. 1. 

Clem Moore ....s¢0ceseseesecscd Maxine Stuart 
DAMA si sa avpeesscecceses Boney Welagai 
BOOT WOLTER. scccevccies caveevs Kendall Clark 
uj." eer Alexander Kirkland 
lillian Grant Fitzgerald.....4 Jane Seymour 
laura Landis Grant......... Martin Linden 
MacClelland........+++ee ¢-:--John Larson 
Mrs. Peterson Phillips..... Elfrida Derwent 
Se Bac b805 0008 HekSeSY Russell Collins 





It's that glamorous Congresswoman 
again! John C. Wilson came upon 
this feeble comedy at Westboro, 
Mass., earlier this season and decided 
(against himself) that it was worth 
a second tryout at the Westport stand 
he operates with owners Lawrence 
Langner and Armina Marshall. It’s 
unlikely that it will ever make the 
last 45 miles to Broadway. 


Laura Landis has completed a 
dazzling term in the House and is 
warily preparing to run again. A 
celebrated beauty, this skirted solon 
is wed to a successful writer who has 
seen her so infrequently in two years 
that he knows neither her campaign 
manager nor her secretary by name 
or by sight. 

Discovering her plan to seek re- 
election, mate rebels and says he 
will leave her. The tony femme 
okays the break and is taking to the 
hustings when she discovers conse- 
quences have sneaked up after her 
husband's last fleeting visit to Wash- 
ington. And in the new role of ex- 
pectant mother she withdraws from 
politics and wins back her man. 

There is neither nimble wit nor 
sound construction to give this futile 





yarn the gloss it conjures. Laura 
Landis has neither sharpness nor 





Golden, and Lambur is in the paint and varnish business. 


Show opens 


Oct. 20 in Detroit and is aimed for a Chi run first. 





Judith Abbott, 


legit producer and radio-stage actress, 


planed back 


Sunday (31) to New York from Europe, cutting four weeks from a sched- 


uled two-month visit to London,-Paris and the Riviera. 
Fisher, house manager of the Hudson, N. Y., accompanied her. 


Her cousin, Carl 
According 


to Miss Abbott, she had no urgent business in the U. S., but merely disliked 
the discomfort of living and traveling in Europe under present conditions. 

When actress-producer Mary Mason returns from the Coast in two 
weeks the pair will start active preparation for the Broadway presentation 


of John Schram’s anti-war play, “The Piper’s Song.” 


They teamed last 


spring on Frank Gould’s comedy, “Tenting Tonight,” but dropped it during 
the road tryout, the show subsequently being brought to town by a syn- 


dicate of the backers. 





Music by Walter Hendi for “Dark of the Moon,” Broadway legiter of 
three seasons ago, will have a first performance in concert form, in suite 
titled “Prelude to ‘Dark of the Moon’,” at Saratoga (N. Y.) Spa Festival, 


Sept. 7. 
harmonic Orchestra. 


F. Charles Adler will conduct with members of the N. Y. Phil- 
He is associate conductor of the Philharmonic. 








poise and frequently appears con- 
fused. Marta Linden is an uncer- 
tain heroine and understandably so. 
Alexander Kirkland caricatures the 
position of the indignant husband 
and Jane Seymour, Maxine Stuart 
and Elfrida Derwent fill other prin- 
cipal roles with varying success, 
Only Kendall Clark as the Congress- 


.woman’s secretary is believable. His 


is a first-class performance. 

Herbert Brodkin has provided a 
smart hotel salon in the high tradi- 
tion of his scenic efforts here this 
season. Wilson, on the other hand, 
has staged his tryout listlessly. Doul. 


Harvest of Years 


Falmouth, Mass., Aug. 25. 
Arthur J. Beckhard production of play in 
three acts (four scenes) by DeWitt Bodeen, 
with Grace Mills. Directed by Beckhard. 


Opened at the Tanglewood theatre, Fal- 
mouth, Aug. 25, '47. $5.60 top. 

Astrid Bromark......-.+.. Katherine Squire 
Bertha Lromark....eces. Philippa Bevans 
Jennie Nelaon. .ccocccccececess Emily Noble 
Chris Bromark...eoccess.-George Mitchell 
Bernhard Jonson. ...+ eecccree Fred Stewart 
Anna Bromark...--.. Ceecesves Grace Mills 
Mellie Bromark...... Coe 0 cece Virginia Vass 
Margareta Bromark...... Norma Chambers 
Jules Bromark.......-+.6-++- Philip Abbott 





Late in the third act of this one— 
mulled for a Broadway production— 
someone remarks that “the clock 
sure ticks loud.” For all that hap- 
—_ in this addition to the Life With 

verybody school of drama, the 
clock sure ticks loud throughout. 

Play develops around a Swedish- 
American family farming in the San 
Joaquin Valley of California. There’s 
the widow Bromark, a strong, rugged 
character (the only admirable char- 
acter in the play), her three spinster 
daughters in varying degrees of 
stalemate, her son and his fiancee, 
her long-lost grandson with a French 
accent, and her fourth daughter, Mel- 
lie, who’s getting ready to marry a 
yokel neighbor named _ Bernhard 
Jonson. 

It appears that the bride snaffled 
Bernhard away from the least re- 
signed of her spinster sisters through 
the stratagem of indulging in a little 
pre-marital gambol, so there’s some 
hard feelings at the start. When the 
long-lost grandson appears from 
France, the Bromark s0n’s fiancee 
takes a leaf from Mellie’s book (Mel- 
lie tells her it works out great), turns 
the Bromark boy out to pasture and 
grabs the grandson. That she dies in 
childbirth seems to prove something, 
though the fact that Mellie didn’t un- 
der the same circumstances makes 
the message obscure. 

In the meantime there is much an- 
Puish on the part of the spinster who 
lost Bernard to Mellie, comic re- 
marks by one of the other sisters, 
Swedish folk-music performed on 
piano and guitar, rural philosophy 
by the widow Bromark, noble sacri- 
fices by the Bromark son (he wants 
to deed his farm to the child of the 
girl who rejected him), observations 
by everpone leading the audience to 
conclude the play’s theme is that 
Life Must Go On, and the consump- 
tion of quarts of strong Swedish cof- 
fee by everybody. 

The cast, a solid one, does its best 
with this amorphous structure, but 
seldom brings it to life. Grace Mills 
is superb as mama, dominating every 
scene she has and lending the play 
its only moments of characterization 


and focus. Virginia Vass as Mellie, 
Emily Nnoble as the silly fiancee, 
Norma Chambers as the ashes-and- 
sackcloth spinster, Fred Stewart as 
, the boob Bernard, Philip Abbott as 
the one-armed ex-Maquis, and 
George Mitchell as the pale Chris 
demonstrate plenty of capability, and 
there are nice assists from Philippa 
Bevans and Katherine Squire as the 
other spinsters. 

Play mounted and directed by Ar- 
thur Beckhard with a fine strawhat 
production in the new and well- 
equipped Tanglewood theatre, from 
which place it may go to Broadway 
at its peril. Elie. 


A Copy of Mme. Aupie 
New Milford, Conn., Aug. 31. 


Louis Townsend production of comedy 
drama in three acts by Gian-Carlo Menoiti. 
Stars Olga Baclanova, features Marguerite 


Lewis, Thomas Beck. Staged by author; 
setting by J. D. Fitz-Hugh. Opened at 
Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Milford, Aug. 27, 
"47; $2.50 top. 

the EERE R ETE EE CPE LAER Sam Wren 
FS See aee eseeecess+Walier Armitage 
COOOEES  NOThiS.., c vescteeteees. Thomas Beck 
CE oseansye-> + ddueeseaes Marguerite Lewis 
Madame Renee Aupic...... Olga Baclanova 
PE abt + gl¥eh 6608 ccd 6 Cele McLaughlin 


With proper revision, Gian-Carlo 
Menotti can whip this into a fairly 
interesting opus. Play has potentiai 
femme appeal, involving as it does 
the battle of a fading glamorite to 
recapture an earlier romance. Some 
verbal settos between this character 
and her former lover’s present wife 
make for good listening. Conflict is 
particularly interesting in third 
stanza when man is faced with a 
choice between the two. Finale is 
somewhat unexpected when both 
women walk out on kim, leaving him 
rin the solitary company of his valet. 

Theme gets off to a novel start 
when George Norris, whose profes- 
sion is painting replicas of the mas- 
ters and selling them as originals, 
caps his carboning career by pro- 
ducing a wife whom he has sven- 
galied into being a copy of the mis- 
tress who was unable to marry him. 
The wife, Gogo, is unaware that the 
only reason Norris has married her 
is because she serves as a reminder 
of his former flame. When the flame 
turns up as a house guest, the old 
feeling is rekindled and there’s a 
showdown in which Gogo is enlight- 
ened as to her true status in Norris’ 
affections. She steps aside in favor 
of Madame Aupic, the mistress, but 
the latter fails to take up the option 
when she realizes that George’s in- 
terests are primarily in himself and 
his fake paintings, 

Role of Madame Aupic is a nat- 
ural for Olga Baclanova, who plays 
it intelligently. There are times 
when her handling of the part helps 
it over rough spots in the script. 
Thomas Beck gives a sincere inter- 
pretation of Norris but, despite a 
mustache probably intended for ma- 
turity assistance, seems too young 
for the role. Marguerite Lewis has 
a difficult assignment in attempting 
to simulate a hybrid of Russian- 
Spanish-French background. Aside 
from an occasional slip in accent, she 
does well. Sam Wren, as an art 
critic, and Walter Armitage, as an 
erudite butler, do okay by them- 
selves. Cele McLaughlin's bit as a 





Bone. 


maid is good. 
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Grand Opera Producers League, 
AGMA. Set First Basic Code, Fees 


League of Grand Opera Producers? 


organized group of 
has completed 


recently 
impresarios, 


Assn., 
opera 


three weeks of negotiations with the | 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
for a basic agreement. The deal set- 
tles a longstanding sore spot be- | 


| 
| 





iween managers and artists, and es- | 


tablishes a new standard code in 
the trade. Contract,-which awaits 
inking of individual managers for 


final okay, marks the first time a 
group of impresarios has negotiated 
with AGMA successfully, union pre- 
viously having made separate deals 
with each manager. 

Two groups came to agreements 
on classifications and wage hikes. 
Question of foreign artists, involv- 
ing restriction of their importation 
‘ —a particular sore spot on AGMA’s 
part— has been dropped completely. 
Out-of -town details of pay adjust- 
ments and sustenance were 
ironed out. 

Pay rises granted amount to ap- 
proximately 15% increase on single 

erformances, over last year, anda 
Bis % rise on weekly rates. Princi- 
pals, whose minimum on single per- 
formances was $55 last year, now 

et $63 minimum a_ performance. 

horisters, whose minimum per 
performance last year was $9, now get 
$11, with rise to $15 when on tour. 
Weekly scale has also been upped, 
to $83 for seven ‘performances, or 
$85 for eight performances in seven 
days. 

Agreement has been reached on 
two classifications of opera com- 
panies, according to whether their 
admission b®low or above $4. AGMA 
has agreed to try to improve its 
chorus groups, granting impresarios 
the right to turn down some choris- 
ters offered them. 

During the negotiations, discussion 
came up about the possibility of 
benefits being held for singers, with 
AGMA indicating a favorable stand 
on the matter. This would mark the 
first such benefits in this field. 


GOV'T NIXES $400,000 





ST. L. MUNY BUILDING 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 

The Office of Housing Expediter 
last week nixed plans of the Munici- 
pal Theatre Ass'n of St. Louis to 
make $400,000 worth of improve- 
ments on its alfresco playhouse in 
Forest Park, where it has held forth 
for 29 years. One of the chief items 
was to have been the addition of 
2,000 seats to bring the capacity to 
12,000. Other changes called for a 
$200,000 administration building, 
which was to have contained orches- 
tra rehearsal rooms, locker rooms 
and storage space; a $125,000 dress- 
ing room and two $30,000 comfort 
stations. 

Manager Paul Beisman, who re- 
ceived the bad news, said he was in- 
formed that the denial of the per- 
mits on the ground that the pro- 
posed construction was for recrea- 
tional and amusement purposes, 
barred under Federal regulations, 
and that “it is necessary to conserve 
scarce building materials for con- 
struction of homes and other essen- 
tial construction.” 

Director of Public Welfare Henry 
8. Caulfield, to whom Beisman wrote 
concerning the turndown, said: “It 
would be a calamity to have this 
great opera interfered with.” He 
also said a plan might be worked out 
whereby the city could apply for the 
permits as agents for the opera, with 
the association footing the bills. 


Merola’s 25th Anni 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

Gaetano Merola will be cele- 
brating his 25th season as an im- 
presario this year. His San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co. opens its season 
Sept. 16, with “La Traviata,” star- 
ring Licia Albanese. Impresario 
stands out as one of the vets in the 
opera biz, along with Fortune Gallo, 
Alfredo Salmaggi and Francesco 
Pelosi. 

Company will give a three-week | 
season in Frisco, do two more weeks 
in Los Angeles, and a split week in 
Sacramento, Portland and Seattle. 








also | 


Shuberts-AFM 








They Also Serve 


George Abbott, who is,staging | 
the production of the new musi- 
cal, “High Button Shoes,” was 
more than usually sympathetic 
last week with Jerome Robbins, 
the show's dance director. 

Latter complained that he was 
having difficulty polishing some 
of the routines because he could 
never find the principals avail- 
able for rehearsal with the 
dancers. So Abbott cancelled 
two days of book rehearsal and 
instructed the principals to re- 
port to the dance director in- 
stead. 

An ardent tennis fan, Abbott 
spent the two days at the Davis 
Cup matches at Forest Hills, 
never going near the theatre. 








Continue as Is 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
Ameritan Federation of Musicians, 
and J. J. Shubert agreed last week 
to let present the contract covering 
musicians in Shubert theatres run 
another year. The theatre operator 
last week met with Petrillo, who 
wished to get a new pact signed be- 

fore Taft-Hartley bill took affect. 





Another meeting is understood set 
for next month to try and iron out 
minor beefs of the theatre manage- 
ment. 








‘NORWAY’ TEES OFF 
2D ROAD TOUR SEPT. 28 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Principals in the touring company 
of “Song of Norway,” which starts 
its second season's tour Sept. 28 in 
San Diego, are now set, according 
to producer Edwin Lester. Doreen 
Wilson, who sang the role of the 
Countess over 200 times in N. Y. 
and Chicago, will again have the 
part, with Sig Arno playing op- 
posite as the Count. Melva Niles 
now has the role of Nina, Edvard 
Grieg’s sweetheart, and Denisova 
heads the ballet unit. 


New members of the cast are 
Ralph Magelssen, as Grieg, and Gil- 
bert Russell, as Nordraak, Grieg’s 
friend. Present company will have 
Peter Bronte as associate producer; 

Victor Leighton, as general man- 
ager; David Mordecai as musical di- 


rector, and Anthony Buttitta as 
press rep. Tour is booked through 
next May. 





War Dept. to Audition 


Actress Technicians 
Washington, Sept. 2. 

War Department Special Services 
Division will conduct talent audi- 
tions Sept. 10-12 for Civilian Actress 
Technicians to serve overseas with 
the occupation forces. Auditions will 
be held in New York and Washing- | 
ton. Paul G. Jones, liaison officer 
for Army Recreational Service, will | 
receive applicants in New York. | 
He’s located at Office of Special | 
Services. Maj. Thomas R. Ireland, | 
chief of the entertainment and rec- 
reation branch, Office of Special | 
Services, will take applications in | 


the capitol. 

Applicants must be between 21, 
and 35, with emphasis on profes- | 
sional experience, and the wider the 
range of experience the better, it is | 
explained. The Actress Technicians | 
are to help soldiers produce shows 
in Europe and the Pacific, to take | 
feminine parts and to fill in as 
vaude entertainers. 








New Faces, Inc, 
New Faces. Inc., chartered to con- | 





duct a business as theatrical agents 
\in New York. Capital stock is 200) 
| shares, no par value. Directors are: 
Leonard Sillman, Anthony H. Forbes | 
‘and Gertrude C. Whitaker. 


| Cowl, 


; cut down 


|} ever, 


| done by Catholic Univ. 
; ton in July, has been ticketed for fall 





WEW PLAY CR 
1) DOUBTE 


With the majority of summer the- 
atres shuttering after Labor Day, the 
strawhat season can be called offi- 
cially over, although a few houses 
will continue as late as Sept. 20. Re- 


Li 





ports indicate that good business 
has been the rule for most. Grade-A 
places like Dennis, Ivoryton and 


New -Hope have done’ even better 
than last year as far as grosses are 
concerned, although claiming that 
profits have been less, due to in- 
creased costs of operation. 

A total of 110 strawhats were in 
operation this summer (Equity listed 
123 summer theatres, these including 
musical and operetta setups, etc.), as 
against 102 last summer and 28 each 
in 1944 and 1945. A_ surprisingly 
small number this summer were 
midseason closings, although all the 
returns won't be in for a couple of 
weeks, when Equity hears final word 
on call for bonds on deposit. Half- 
dozen . casualties included Yardley 
(Pa.) theatre, Hunterdon (N. J.) Play- 
house, Williamsport (Pa.) Summer 
Theatre, Wildwood Crest (N. J.) 
Playhouse, Stamford (Conn.) Play- 
house, Cobweb Playhouse, Noroton 
Heights, Conn., and Stratton Summer 
Playhouse, Middletown, N. Y. 

The star system, according to re- 
ports, still paid off best in the cow- 
barns. There were fewer unit at- 
tractions this season, 
local managers, who look on units as 
a nuisance because of the need of 
laying off their own people. Several 
stars, such as ZaSu Pitts and the 
Hartmans, traveled the summer cir- 
cuit with one of two supporting peo- 


| ple. 


Strawhats saw a lot of names not 
frequently seen on Broadway, 
radio or pix commitments, lack of 
scripts, producers’ vagaries or change 
in public’s taste. These included Paul 
Muni, Robert Alda, Luise Rainer, 
Richard Arlen, Faye Emerson, Jane 
Sylvia Sidney, Fritzi Scheff, | 
Miriam Hopkins, Fay Bainter, Lucille 
Ball, Edward Everett Horton, Ruth 
Chatterton, Elissa Landi, Nancy 
Walker, ZaSu Pitts, Claire Luce and 
Ilka Chase. “Joan of Lorraine.” 
“Glass Menagerie” and “Dream Girl” 
were the most frequently produced 
summer presentations, with standbys 
like “Dear Ruth,” “Late Christopher 


Bean.” “You Can't Take It With 
You,” “Papa Is All” and “Pursuit of 
Happiness” as runners-up. 


Over 67 New Shows 

More than 67 new shows were 
tried out in the barns this summer, 
as against 43 in 1946, 24 in 1945, and 
18 in 1944. Not many are likely to 
be considered for Broadway, as 
usual. Of 1944’s tryouts, two reached 
New York, “Othello” and “Dark of 
the Moon.” None of 1945's tryouts 
came in. Four of the 1946 tries came 
into New York, these being “A Young 
Man’s Fancy,” tried out at Fairhaven, 
Mass., as “S’Wonderful”; “Wonderful 
Journey,” put on at New Hope, Pa.. 
as “Heaven Can Wait’; “Maid in 
Heaven,” tried out at Westport, 
Conn., as “It’s a Man’s World,” and 
“Temper the Wind,” put on at Wood- 
stock, N. Y., as “Drums of Peace.” 

This summer’s new offerings looked 
relatively weak. so much so that most 
of the film 
cover the strawhats each summer 
on the lookout for plays and talent, 
their trips. Scouts, who 
see 75% of plays in script form, be- 
fore production, anyway, 
was largely a waste of time.to make 
the hayloft rounds, and next season 
may leave off altogether. 

Two or three tryouts are definite 
for presentation this season, how- 
with several more as possibili- 
ties. Robinson Jeffers’ ‘‘Dear Judas,” 
tried out by Michael Myerberg at 
Ogunquit. Me.. will reach Broadway 
this month. “All Gaul Is Divided,” 
in Washing- 


tryout by a Chicago producing group. 
Tennessee Williams’ “Summer 
Smoke,” done in Dallas, is also listed 


but may be held over till next year, | 
“A Street- | 


| because the playwright’s 
car Named Desire” is also scheduled 


for production, and Williams is re- | 


| ported averse to trying Out both at 

same time. Vinton Freedley. how- | 

ever, is reported anxious to stage | 
(Continued on page 53) 


which pleased 


due to | 


scouts who habitually | 


decided it! 


and | 





A Ten-Spot 


Merriman, contralto, has 
been booked for 10 orchestral 
appearances in New York this 
season, to establish a record. No 
other singer in the concert busi- 
ness, according to Fred Schang, 
Columbia Concerts veepee, has 
ever had that many symphonic 
dates in N. Y. in one year 

Miss Merriman will appear 
twice with the N. Y. City Sym- 
phony, with Leonard Bernstein 
conducting; twice with the NBC 


Nan 


Symphony Orchestra, under Ar- 
turo Toscanini, in Verdi's 
“Otello”: three time with the 
N. Y. Philharmonic, under Leo- 
pold Stokowski, in de Falla’s 
“El Amor Brujo,” and_ three 
more times with the Philhar- 
monic, under Bruno Walter, in 


Beethoven's “Missa Solemnis.” 





No Equity Move 
Vs. Hot Mikado’ 


Sept. 2. 
representative, 

not up to this 

received 





. Chicago, 
Equity’s Chicago 
Frank Dare, had 
|afternoon (Tues.) 





| where “Hot Mikado” opens tonight 
on unfair list. As far as house is 
concerned, Jules Pfeiffer’s produc- 
tion, with non-union cast, opens to- 
night. 
Threatened 


walkout of theatre 
boxoffice men was halted earlier in 
the day when Pfeiffer agreed with 
the Associated Theatre Agents and 
Managers to hire a union press 
agent for the Chicago stand and on 
future tour if any. Equity had 
placed the show on unfair list, but 





| other theatrical crafts said today 
| they are not taking supporting ac- 
tion. Show did poorly in open air 


at Toledo last week. 


RUTH GORDON REVISING 
‘CANARIES’ FOR AUTUMN 


Ruth Gordon is currently revising 
her new comedy, “The Kitchen 
Canaries,’ which is scheduled for 
production by Max Gordon this fall. 
It will probably follow the pro- 
ducer’s presentation of “Mr. Tutt,” 
the Harry Kurnitz adaptation of the 
Arthur Train stories. ‘Canaries’ 
will -be staged by Miss Gordon's 
husband, Garson Kanin. 

Currently, Kanin is directing re- 
hearsals of “How I Wonder,” by 
Donald Ogden Stewart, which his 





ciation with Victor 
William Fields. 


HUSTED-MILFORD SET T 


Samrock 





William Husted of Talbert Invest- 
ing Corp., backer of the Princeton 
(N.J.) Summer Playhouse and angel 
of other legiters, becomes an. im- 





ciation with Robert Milford. They're 
reviving “Little Jessie James,” hit 
| musical of the 1920s. 

Composer Harry Archer has fash- 
ioned five new tunes and librettist 
Harlan Thompson has completely re- 
feree gy and modernized the book. 
Jessie James” is the show which! 
clicked mainly because of its “I Love 
| You” song hit. 


| ieeitacds 

Mpls. Group’ s Guestars 

Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

rth Star Drama Guild, leading 
local civic theatre group, plans to 
use guest stars the ensuing season 
|and will open with “Years Ago” if 
it can obtain Tavlor Holmes, 
whom it’s now negotiating, to play 
'the Fredric March lead role. 

Arthur Sircom, director at 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., will 
return in the same capacity. Dean 
| Norton and Dr. Clement Ramsland 
| also will direct. 





| No 


the 


instruc- | 
| tions to put the Civic Opera House, | 


wife and he are producing in asso- | 
and 


REVIVE ‘JESSIE JAMES’ 


presario on ‘his own this fall in asso- | 


for | 


¢ After two months of idleness the 
| New York legit season gets under 
| way tonight (Wed.) with the first of 
ithe fall entrants “The Magic Touch,” 
;}opening at the International. Play, 
la farce comedy by Charles Raddock 

and Charles Sherman, is described 

as the trials of a young modern 

couple trying to manage on $28.50 a 
|week. Theme apparently has en- 
j listed the support of various AFL 


}unions in N. Y., with the Teamsters 
Union reported as chief sponsor. 
“Touch” is being 
John Morris Chanin, 
Chanin, educational director of the 
| Workman’s Circ’e in New York. It 
| played one week in Buffalo, another 
in Newark, and for the last two 
weeks has been giving preview bene- 
| fits .t the International, mostly for 
union groups. Management states 
this play has no connection what- 
ever with another farce by Raddock 
which was tried out two seasons ago 
as “Between Covers” and the next 
season as “Merely Coincidental.” It 
never reached Broadway 
Cast includes Sara Anderson, 
liam Terry, Sid Melton, 
Smith, Frances Comstock, 
Operti, Richard Karlan, 
son, Carleton 
Tckar and T. 


presented by 
son of Nathrn 


Wil- 
Howard 
LeRoi 
Hope Emer- 
Carpenter, Normen 
Burke-McHugh. Her- 
man Rotsten directed. Show has a 
'$6 Opening night top, with Sub<e- 
quent top listed at $5. Thet’s higher 
than customary for straight shows 
without “names” t=cse Cays. 
Broadway's schedule for Septem- 
ber locks more, active then a year 
ago, when only six plays bowed in, 
Eight productions are likely to 
preem this month. The Sjhuberts’ 
“We Love A Lassie” will follow 
“Touch,” opening at the Booth next 
Menday (8). Others due this month 
are Robinson Jeffers’ “Dear Judas.” 
produced by Michael Myerberg, at the 
Mansfield; Fred Finklehoff’s presen- 
tation of Ruth and Augustus Goetz’s 
“The Heiress,” formerly “Washington 
Square,” at the Biltmore Sept. 29; 
Donald Ogden Stewart's “How I 
Wonder,” under Ruth Gordon-Gar- 
|}son Kanin auspices, at the Hudson 
| Sept. 30; the Herbert H. Harris- 
| Lester Meyer production, “I Gotta 
| Get Out,” at the Cort Sept. 25; Harry 
| Segal’s “The Stars Weep,” produced 
| by Louis Schonceit, due Sept. 16: and 
Theodore Wards “Qur Len pro- 
duced by Eddie Dewling and Louis J. 
Singer, due at the Royale Sept. 27. 


‘PROVEN PLAYS’ FOR 
WEST COAST ENCORE 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 





Nick Russu, ‘ormer Boston record 
company executive, is organizing a 
legit stock company to present a 





season of “Proven Plays” in Los An- 
geles. 

Idea is to stage Broadway hits 
which have not been seen on the 
|; west coast and legit successes of a 
few years ago which were shown 
only briefly in this territory. Russo 
hopes to get started late this month 
with a Broadway show of 1940 vin- 
tage. 





Scott Concert Dates Hot 
Despite Closed Season 


| Unusual success of Columbia Con- 


certs in booking Hazel Scott has 
,; aroused trade attention. Bureau 
lalready has 30 dates lined up for the 
| pianist, between Oct. 1 and 
, Christmas. Columbia believes it 
| will easily get her a full 


This is unusual in 
that bookings are ordinarily made 
'a season in advance, and subscrip- 
tion lists for this season were al- 
ready filled by last June. 

Columbia is selling the artist on 
her five pictures ‘especially her 
“Rhapsody in Blue” appearance) and 
her records, instead of her vaude 
and nitery rep. Her concerts are 
straight piano recitals (no vocals, 
|chatter or emcee stuff). Miss Scott 
played two tours in previous sea- 
sons, but as a show, in theatre ap- 
| pearance mainly, and not under reg- 
‘ular concert auspices. Transconti- 
nental tour opens Oct. 1 in Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 


|; season bookings. 


| 


BARNS SHUTTER BOFF SEASON 


‘September Preem Schedule Active 
As ‘Magic Touch Opens Fall Season 
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LEWIS AND YOUNG. 
Proudly Present 
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Charlotte 
reenwood 


in John Van Druten’s 









~ Adapted from Kathryn Forbes’ oe 
‘MAMA'S BANK ACCOUNT” with KURT KATCH 


HAILED BY THE CRITICS! 


JOHN HOBART—San Francisco Chronicle—"Charlotte Greenwood's wonderful Mama should occasion no surprise. If 
there ever was a performance created out of sheer goodness of heart and mellow wisdom, it is, it seems to me, Charlotte 
Greenwood in "Il Remember Mama." The cast of this Coast production can be compared actor for actor with the original 
New York Production (which | saw two years ago) without any need for apologies." 


FRED JOHNSON—San Francisco Call-Bulletin—"'You'll remember Charlotte Greenwood in her finest best acted role yet 
played..... 


CLAUDE LA BELLE—San Francisco News—"Miss Greenwood was marvelous—tender, warm and triumphant. If there 
were any who came to scoff, they remained to bruise their hands with crackling applause.” 


HORTENSE MORTON—San Francisco Examiner—''The welcome accorded Miss Greenwood's first appearance as Mama 


was something for the record." 





WOOD SOANES—Oakland Tribune—"Miss Green- 


wood as a motivating force of a play of depth and merit 









emerged triumphant .... and rose to heights that are 
rarely achieved in modern drama." 


BUSINESS “IS GOOD” 
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Desert’ $50,000, 
‘Biog Okay, LA. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Gene Mann’s open-air Greek The- 
atre had customers hanging from the 
stars last week to rack up a sensa- 
tional 97% attendance figure on the 
second week of “Desert Song.” Oldie 
finailed with a tremendous two-week 
take of $94,300. 

Sole opening last week was “Biog- 
raphy,” production of the Actors’ Co: 
strawhatter at La Jolla engineered 
by David O. Selznick thesps. It 
opened Thursday (21) to good no- 
tices, and looks set for a sweet two 
weeks, with two more possible. 

New legit season gets under way 
next Monday (8), when “I Remem- 
ber Mama,” with Charlotte Green- 
wood starred, bows into the Biltmore 
for a three-week stand. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Biography,” Las Palmas (3 days) 
(388; $2.50). Opened strong despite 
expected Labor Day exodus. and reg- 


istered capacity $2,800 for three 
nights. 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(271st wk) (1,142; $2.40). Another 


$17.000. 

“Desert Song,” Greek Theatre (2d 
wk) (4,419; $3.60). Terrific second 
week total of $49,800 for season’s 
greatest run, with $94,300 for two 
frames. 

“No Exit,” Coronet (1st wk) (255; 
$3.60). Labor Day weekend cancel- 
lations found house with a few emp- 
ty pews, but Existentialist drama 
still did over 90% biz with wicker 
tally of $4,400. 


‘MAMA’ NEAT $23,800, 
‘PURCHASE’ $38,500, SF. 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

“I Remember Mama,” with Char- 
lotte Greenwood and Kurt Katch, 
chalked up a fourth week’s gross of 
$23,800 at the 1,550-seat Geary. Pre- 
vious week, a strong $24,000. 

“Louisiana Purchase.” which closed 
Saturday (30), hit $38,500 for its con- 
cluding week at the 1,776-seat Cur- 
ran. Previous week this musical, 
starring William Gaxton, Vera Zo- 
rina and Victor Moore, did a tre- 
mendous $41,000. 

Spike Jones and his “Musical Dep- 
reciation Revue” opens at the Cur- 
ran, Friday (5) for a three-week run. 
Jones will play Saturday matinees, 
with a $2.40 top, and evenings at 
$3.60 top. 


Detroit Stage, Inc., 
Sets Winter Season 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Its first season termed a success, 
Detroit Stage, Inc., has signed a 
contract with Music Hall for a win- 
ter season, beginning Oct. 1. Henry 
H. Reichhold, president of Music 
Hall, conferred with William Mer- 
rill and Richard Charlton, produ- 
cers and directors of Detroit Stage, 
Inc., worked out a deal for the lat- 
ter pair to produce a play a month 
from October through May. 

In its first season, Music Hall pre- 
sented Lucille Ball in “Dream Girl”; 
Kim Hunter in “Claudia”; Jose Fer- 
rer and Claire Trevor in “Goodbye 
Again” and Dane Clark and Con- 
atance Dowling in “Golden Boy.” 
Of the four, “Dream Girl” and 
“Golden Boy” reaped profits, “Good- 
bye Again” broke even and “Clau- 
dia” lost money. 











Francis Sullivan in U.S. 
Will Play ‘Duet’ Lead 


Francis L. Sullivan, British actor, 
arrived Monday (1) in New York 
to play the male lead in Robert 
Reud’s forthcoming production of 
“Duet for Two Hands.” Written by 
Mary Hayley Bell, wife of film actor 
John Mills, play is slated to go into 
rehearsal today ‘(Wed.). Show, 
which had a long London run, deals 
with a man who loses his hands and 
has them replaced with those of a 
murderer. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Man and Superman” (revival)— 
Maurice Evans. 

“Command Decision” — Kermit 
Bloomgarden and Sidney Phillips. 

“The Big People”—Theaire, Inc. 

“The Weiress”—Fred Finklehoffe. 

“How I Wonder”—Ruth Gordon, 
Garson Kanin, Victor Samrock, Wil- 
liam Fields. 





*“Music in My Heart’—Henry 
Duffy. 

*“‘High Butten Shees’ — Monte 
Proser, Joseph Kipness. 

“Alice in Wonderland” (road)— 


American Repertory Co. 
*“The Chocolate Seldier” ‘road)— 
J. H. Del Bondio, Hans Bartsch. 





*Musical. 


| be followed by “Lady Windermere’s 


‘Golden Boy’ $14,000, 
‘Okla.!’ $26,000, Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

“Golden Boy,” starring Dane Clark 
and Constance Dowling, ended its 
fortnight’s run at the 1,800-seat Music 
Hell with a $14,500 week at a $2.50 
op. 
“Oklahoma!” bowed out at the 1,- 
500-seat Cass with a second week of 
$26,000 at a $4.20 top. 

Joe E. Brown opened in “Harvey” 
at the Cass last night (Mon.), 


Lassie’ $12,500, 
Boston Opener 









Barns Shutier 


umm continued from page 51 
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en oe 


“Summer” in Chicago this year, 
| thereby avoiding a Broadway conflict 
with “Streetcar.” 
Other Possibilities 

Otis Bigelow’s “My Fair Lady,” 
first tested July 15 at Westboro, 
Mass., is being done again at West- 
pori, Conn., this week by John C. 
Wilson, with a Broadway showing in 
mind, Wilson had planned a presen- 
tation of ““The Skull Beneath,” 
was also done at Westport, until | 
“Lady” caught his eye instead. 
“Grand National Night,” an English 
melodrama tried out at New Hope, 
is a possibility, although a pix name 
like George Sanders is being sought 





Boston, Sept. 2. 

Hub legit season got off to a mod- 
erate start last week with first en- 
tries of the season. One show was 
“We Love a Lassie,” 
for one week pre-Broadway 
Shubert auspices. 
tices and didn’t make much of a bid, 
but got a fairly good estimated $12,- 
500. Another opener was Blackstone, 
back at the Colonial for a two-week 
session, 10 shows a week. At a 
$2.40 top he got an estimated $22,500, 
about 85% capacity. 

Strawhat season virtually 
up last week in most N. E. 
Paul Muni did a fine return visit to 
Marblehead in “Counselor at Law” 
to touch an estimated $7.000. 
Jane Cowl finished up Boston Sum- 
mer Theatre’s season with okay es- 
timated $5,000. 

“The Stars Weep” teed off yester- 
day (Mon.) at the Wilbur. and next 
is “Allegro,” at the Colonial, Sept. 10. 
Ahead are “How I Wonder,” “Alice 
in Wonderland,” San Ceprlo Opera 
Company, “Man and Suverman,” 
“Duet for Two Hands.” “Professor 
White.” “Ok'ahoma!”, “Sweethearts.” 
“Medea.” “For Love or Money,” 
“Show Boat.” “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” and “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
carrying season up to Nov. 11. 


FRANK FAY IN ‘HARVEY’ 
176 FOR 3 PERFS, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 

“Harvey” in a pre-season, three- 
performance date in the Music Hall 
was completely sold out in advance 
for the stand Aug. 29-30.. Top of 
$3.65 for the two evening shows and 
$3 for the Saturday matinee added 
up to $17,000, capacity for the house. 
The rabbit yarn is the only play to 
chalk up such a record in the big. 
(2,700 seats) Music Hall. 

Frank Fay company stopped off 
for the stand enroute from Central 
City, Colo. Following the perform- 
ances, Fay and several of the leads 
left the company to resume this week 
on Broadway. Rest of the company, 
with Joe E. Brown in the lead, 
headed for Detroit to open there 
Monday (1). The Brown company 
will bring “Harvey” back for a date 
in the Music Hall in January. Which 
will be the third time for the show 
here. 


‘Red Mill’ Busy $29,000, 
‘Lassie’ Current, Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

“Red Mill” chalked up a sizzling 
$29,000 in its second and final stanza 
at the National, topping its sock take 
for the initial week. “We Love a 
Lassie” moved in Monday (1) for a 
single week after a Boston tryout. 
Show is Broadway bound. 

“Voice of the Turtle,” starring 
Haila Stoddard, skedded for a one- 
week return, opening Monday (8), to 








Fan” on a three-week Theatre Guild 
subscription run, 


> Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Sept. 1-13) 
“Allegro’’—Shubert N. Haven 
6); Colonial, Bost. (8-13). 
“Benchwarmer” — Shubert- Lafay- 
ette, Det. (8-13). 
“Blackouts of 1947”—El 
Hollywood (1-13). 
“Blackstone”—Colonial Bost. 
His Majesty’s. Mont’ (8-13). 





(1- 


Capitan, 
(1-6); 


into the Shubert | 
under | 
Got middling no- |} 


wound | 
spots. | 


while | 


before a decision is made. The revue 
| the Hartmans toured the summer 
circuit in, “Heaven Help the Angels,” 
is another possibility. 

Other plays touted as Broadway 
prospects are “Lady Maria,” in which 


Gertrude Lawrence appeared at) 
Dennis, Mass.; “Laughter from a 
| Cloud,” the Lynn Riggs play, in 


which Ilka Chase played; “Profile,” 
in which Faye Emerson appeared at | 
Dennis and elsewhere: “Once Upon 
a Holiday,” a revue tried out at Guil- 
| ford, Conn.; “The Lady and the 

bought by Hal Willis two 
ago as “Most Likely to Suc- 





| Tiger,” 
years 
ceed,” 
Clinton, N. J.; another revue, “The 
Shape of Things,” and “My Only 
Love,” tried out at Lake Pleasant, 
N. Y. The Theatre Guild is testing 
“This Time Tomorrow” at Westpori 


tour that intludes regular theatre 
stons at Providence and Boston. 


include: 

“After Hours,’? by Charles Gaynor, at 
Cohasset, Mass.; “Catch on the Wing.’’ by 
Francis Gcforth and Hownrd Richardson, 
at New Milford, Conn.; ‘‘Through a Glass 
Darkly,”’ by Tedwe!!] Chapman, Skowhegan, 
Me.;: ‘“‘Dream of Fair Women,”’ by Reg- 
inald Lawrence, Lutherville, Md.: *‘Heaven 
Help the Angels,’’ New Hope, Pa.: ‘‘Kest 
ef Friends,”” by Andrew Rosenthal, Suf- 
fern, N. Y.: “‘The Shape of Things,’’ by 
James Shelton and Lew Kessler, East 
Hampton, Tt. I.; ‘Trial Honeymoon,’ by 
fonrad Smith,’’ Blauvelt, N. Y.: ‘The 


Devil to Pay 
ham Univ., 


’ by Dorothy L. Sayers, Ford- 
N. ¥.:: “The People Are Run- 
ning.’’ by Larry Dugan, Eagles Mere, I’a.; 
‘Lady Maria,’’ by W. P. Lipscornb, Den- 
nis, Mags.;:: ‘““The Expensive Wench,’’ by 
Zoe Schiller, Westboro, Mass. 

Also, ‘‘Helena’s Room,”’ by John Lynn, 
Provincetown Playhouse, N. Y.: ‘Portrait 
of Irish.’’ by Ronald Alexander, Sea «'liff, 
I. 1.; “Grand National Night,’’ New Hope 
Pa.: “Bent Halo,”’ by William Corington 
Great Neck, L. I.:; -‘‘Taughter from a 
} Cloud,”” by Lynn Riggs, Woodstock, N. Y.; 
| ‘Act of Darkness,”” by Frank Gabrielson, 
New Milford, Conn.: “Among Ourselves,’’ 
by Joanna Roos, Hedgerow theatre, Moy- 
lon, Pa.; “My Fair Lady,.’’ by Otis Bixe- 
low, Westboro, Mass.: ‘‘Hi, Ho. Figaro,’’ 
by Bill w hiting, Provincetown Playhouse, 
N. Y.; ‘‘So Small a World,” by Richard 
Maloy, Clinton, N. J.; ‘‘Strawherries in 
January,’ by Charlotte Buchwald,’’ Guil- 
ford, Conn.; :‘‘Holiday from Heaven,’’ by 
Madison LL. Goff, Reading, Pa.: ‘‘The Shin- 
ing Threshold,’’ by Rowland V. leigh, 
F:iilmouth, Mass.: ‘‘Moby Dick,’’ by R. D. 
Wilson, and “ ’Sconset Heyday.”’ by M. G. 
Fawcett, Nantucket Island, Mass.: ‘‘Ron- 
fire,”’ by Elaine Elliott and A. Mandelstam, 
sridgton, Me.; ‘‘Four Flights Up,'’’ by Ken 
Parker, Peaks Island, Me. 

Also, ‘‘Quicksand,’’ by Conrad 8S. Smith, 
Blauvelt, N. Y.; ‘‘Does the Lady Yield”?,’’ 
by Eugene Lerner, Cragsmoor, N. Y¥.: ‘“My 
Only Love.”’ by Margaret Hill, Lake Pleas- 
ant, N. Y.: “Suzie.”” by Anthony Rrown 
and James Truex, Pompftén Lakes, N. J. 
“Mr. Hennessy’s Pocket. " by Michael Dy ne. 
Litchfield, Conn. ‘Mirror, Mirror,’ hy 
George Oppenheimer, Falmouth. Mass.; 
“All for Hecuba,”’ by Elwyn Dearborn, 
Peaks Island, Me.: “Portrait of a Ma- 
donna,’’ by Tennessee Williams, Windham, 
N. H.; ‘‘Genius for Breakfast,’’ by Richord 
Poston, Rehoboth Beach, Del.: “Pink 
Strings and Sealing Wax.’’ by Roland Pert- 
wee, East Hampton, L. I.; ‘‘Romething on 
the Ball,’’ by Tom Loy, Ithaca, N. Y. 

“Gas,’’ by Georg Kaiser, Cherry Tane. 
N. Y.: ‘‘Lady and the Tiger.’’ by Mirhae} 
Robinson, Clinton, N. J.: ‘‘Horace."’ by 
Harold J. Kennedy, Princeton, N. J.: ‘‘Al- 
most Faithful.’ by Harry Wagstaff Gribble. 
Clinton, N. J “Once Upon a Holiday.” 
hy Robert Champlain, Ethel Jacobson and 
Walter Hendl. Guilford, Conn.; ‘fhe Stoll 
Reneath,’’ by Richard Carlson Westport, 
‘‘onn.; ‘“Tobias and the Angel."’ by James 
Bridie, Tenox, Mass.: ‘‘Profile,’’ hy Charles 
and Michael) Robinson, Marhleheed, M: <s.: 
“Harvest of Years,”” by Dewitt Podeen, 
Martha’s Vineyard, Mase. 

“Jessie.’’ by Eugenia Merrill and Harry 
Rosen, Blauvelt, N. Y.: ‘‘Personal Ishind.”’ 
by Panline Williams, Bridgehampton, [.. T.: 
“The Name of Aciton,’’ hy Gayne Rich- 
erds. Gloucester, Mees.: “Dawn from an 
Unknown Ovean,”’ by Sanford Friedman, 
Mashpee, Mass.; ‘‘Return at Night,’’ ty Jo- 
seph Anthonv, Peterborough, N. H.: “A 
Copy of Madame Aupie,’’ by Gian-Carle 








“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(1-13). 

“Call Me Mister”—Blackstone, Chi. 
(1-13). 

“Carousel” 





“Harvey”—Cass, Det. (1-13). 
“How I Wonder”—Shubert, N. Ha- 
ven (11-13). 
“I Got to Get Out”—Plavhouse, 
Wilm. (4-6): Walnut, Philly (8-13). 
“I Remember Mama”—Geary, Fris- 
co (1-6): Biltmore (L. A.) (8-13). 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Play- 
house, Wil. (11-13). 
“Oklahoma!”—Royal Alex., Toron- 
to (1-6): Lyric. Bridgeport (8-13). 
“Private Lives’—Harris, Chi (1- 


13). 

“The Red Mill” — Shubert, 
(1-13). 

“The Stars Weep”— Wilbur, 
(1-13). 

“Voice of the Turtle”—Nat'l, Wash. | 


Philly 
Bost. 





‘We Love a Lassie”— 





(8-13). 
-Nat’'l, Wash. | 
(1-6). 


Menotti, New Milford, Conn.: ‘For Better 
or for Worse."’ by Relle Blumenthal. lake 
Hopatcong, N. J.: “Gramercy Ghoet.’’ by 
John Cocil Holm, Germantown, N » 
“This Time Tomorrow,”’ Westport, Conn 
‘All Gaul Is Divided,’® Catholic 'niv., 
Washington: “Summer and Smotre.’ by 
Tennessee Williams, Dallas, Tex.: ‘‘Strow- 
berry Soectal.’’ by Marie Tupper, Pawling. 
N. Y¥.: “‘The Shining Hour,’’ by Rowland 
Vv lee, Falmouth. Masre.: “Tow Now 


Brown Cow.’ by Madeleine L'Engle and 
Robert Hartung, Molinton, Pa 


Gilbert Tours ‘Soldier’; 


Readies ‘Heaven, Ind.’ 
Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 
Billy Gilbert goes on tour with 
“Chocolate Soldier,” opening Sept. 
19 in Pittsburgh. 





Bway Takes It on Chin from Legion; 
Weather Also Factor; ‘Annie’ Leads 
Few Exceptions with 456; Finian’ 426 





| 
| 


which | Visitors 


The American Legion convention, | conditions, 


bringing thousands of celebrating | 
veterans to New York, took the edge | 
off Broadway grosses last week 

did little theatre-going 
themselves, but took over the Times 

| Square district from Thursday (28) 
lon, discouraging normal show attend. 
ance. That, following the dinner- 
hour cloudburst of last Tuesday (26), 


| flooding subways and stranding thou- 


| CONCESSION on 


and tried out this summer at | 


next week, as part of a fall tryout | 


New plays tried out this summer | 


yette in Detroit. 
| 


sands of home-bound workers, cut 
the week’s receipts. 
One management, the Shuberts 


offered the Legionnaires a half-price 
the 2.20 seats at 
“Sweethearts,” at the Shubert, but 
few of the visitors took advantage of 
it and several complained because 
the reduction was not allowed on the 
higher-priced admissions. 
Prospects for the current week are 
| much better, 
the return to town of many 
| tioners, but also with the season's 
first opening perking 


| theatregoing. but with the 


interest in| 
added | 


however, not only with | 
vaca- | 


boost of the generally-well-attended | 


extra matinee Monday (1). 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D 
i|CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
| “All My Sons,” Coronet (31st week) 
| (D-1,095; $4.80). Prize drama felt the 
| general slump, slipping a bit to about 
| $11,000. 

“Annie Get Your 
(68th week) (M-1,472 


Imperial 
Despite 


Gun.” 
: $6.60). 





Carousel 356, 


Chicago, Sept. 2 

Cool weather finally broke here 
last week, immediately perking up 
legit business, Temperature drops of 
as much as 30 degrees upped the 
take of the previously sweltering 
shows about $1,000 per house for all 
except “Private Lives,” which had 
already been playing to capacity and 
continues to do so, with Tallulah 
Bankhead starring. “Carousel” in its 
14th week still holds the lead as top 
grosser, walking away last week 
with $35,000. 

Lineup of new bills for the fall 
season leads off with “Swing -Mi- 
kado,” which opened tonight (2) at 
Civic Opera House. “The Bench 
Warmer,” with Bert Wheeler, enters 
the Selwyn Sept. 22 after completing 
a tryout in Detroit, and ““Toplitzky 
of Notre Damme” relights the Stude- 
baker Sept. 29. “Chocolate Soldier” 
comes into the Blackstone October 
6 and “All Gaul Is Divided” is tenta- 
tively set for Chicago opening in 
October after its tryout at the Lafa- 
“Another Part of 
the Forest” will follow “Born Yes- 
terday” into the Erlanger Oct. 11. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (27th 
week) (1,334; $3.60). Shot up with 
others to $12,500. Wednesday was 
capacity at both performances. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (16th 
week) (1,358; $4.80). About $22,000. 
Matinees for revue saw little addi- 
tional business, but evening perform- 
ances picked up considerably. 

“Carousel,” Shubert (14th week) 
(2,100; $4.80). 
as top grosser, 
to $35,000. 

“Private Lives,” Harris (6th week) 
(1,000; $3.60). Continues at capacity, 
better than $21,200. 


BURL IVES TO LECTURE; 


spurting last week 





Columbia Concerts Lecture Bu- 
lad singer, for a lecture tour next 


February and March. This will 





i day nights. 


circuit. 

Ives is now on location with 20th- 
Fox's “Green Grass of Wyoming.” 
He'll continue pie and radio work on 
the Coast till next winter. His radio 
series for Philco airs on Mutual Fri- 
A new Ives album was 
issued by Decca last week. 


Greek Theatre Plans To 





CONTINUES PIX, RADIO 


| off a bit 
(Drama), | 
(Revue), | 


oa formances;: 


} 


the presence of Ethel 


Merman and the heavy advance sale 
held the take here to virtual capac- 
| ity: 


nearly $45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (83d 
s| week) (C-993: $4.80). Comedy smash 
also reacted to unfavorable factors, 


but came through with satisfactory 


estimated $15,500. 


“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (25th week) 


(M-1,626; $6). Musical hit wes for- 
tunate in being off the Broadway 
track, so it avoided the general in- 
terference; another near sellout, 
$42,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (72d 
week) (M-1,659; $4.80). Ex-GI re- 
vue didn’t draw as much veteran 
trade as hoped, but got profitable 


$22,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow, 
week) (M-1,319; $6). Advance sale 
and solid momentum held attend- 
ance to virtual capacity at this tuner; 
about $42,000 again. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 

(44th week) (C-1,160; $4.80). As 
usual,» matinees helped the Helen 
Hayes starrer, but evening trade was 
- $16,000. 
”" 48th St. (148th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Not even the Legion- 
aire army could hurt James Stew- 
art’s draw; another capacity $18,800 
for the film star’s final week; Frank 
Fay back this week. 


” 46th St. (34th 


“Harvey, 


“Icetime of 1948,” Center (14th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Legionaire 
families and vacationing sch oa chil- 


dren added up to $47,000 for 10 per- 
playing two more extra 


| performances this week. 


| of the shows 


Tallu 216, Chi 








Still leading the field | 


reau has pacied Burl Ives, the bal- , 


mark his first time on the gabfest | 


“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(30th week) (C-979; $4.80). Another 
that felt the general 
drop; approximately $11,500. 

“Oklahoma!”’, St. James (228th 
week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Musical’s 
big reputation helped combat the 
general trend, but takings fell a bit 
to $22,000. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (94th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Lindsay- 
Crouse click eased off to $11,500, but 
two performances Monday (1) in- 
dicated this week’s taking will be 
much better; slated to close next 
week, 

“The Magic Touch,” International 
(C-1,173; $5). John Morris Chanin 
presents Charles Raddock-Charles 
Sherman farce comedy. Opens to- 
night (Wed.). 

“The Medium” 
Phone,” Barrymore (18th week) 
(M-1,064; $4.20). Also felt the down- 
ward swing; estimated $10,000. 

“Veice of the Turtle.” Morosco 
(177th week) (C-939; $3.60). Long- 
run comedy slid to $8,000, still com- 
fortable profit. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
18th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). An- 
other victim of the general drop; 
about $6,500. 

REVIVALS 


“Burlesque,” Belasco (36th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). This Bert Lahr- 
starrer failed to get the visitor trade 
its title was expected to draw; $9,000. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (32d week) 
(M-1,382; $4.80). Felt the abnormal 
conditions; slipped a bit to $18,000. 


and “The Tele- 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
“Joan of Lerraine,” Windsor, 
Bronx: 
“Glass Menagerie,’ Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 














N.B.C.—2 YEARS 
B’WAY MUSICALS 


Now 
Producer and 
Musical Director 

TAMIMENT 
SUMMER 
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Tamiment, Pa. 


VING MERLIN 




















-BLOOD DONORS 


Stay Open Year Around | 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Tremendous success of the Greek 
Theatre season has brought plans for 


| keeping it open throughout the year. 


Producer Gene Mann says details 
will be arnounced shortly. 


Four-month tour calls for an ex- | Open-air legiter, launched last 
tended run in Chicago, where Gil- | year, almost laid an egg. This 
| bert will rehearse his own stage | year’s pace, though, has been torrid, 
musical, “Heaven, Indiana,” slated with last week’s finale of “Desert 


to open in New York next winter. 


, Song” hitting a tremendous $49,800. 





ARE PAID 


An — unnecessary. 
person daily 9 A.M. to 4 


Apply in 
P.M., Saturday 9 A.M. to 12 Noon. 
Blood Bank of NEW YORK POST 


GRADUATE HOSPITAL, 20th St. 
and 2d Ave., New York. Please 
bring this announcement with you. 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Piay, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunact Bivd., Hellyweed 46, Cal. 
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“Spring” “Unmoral” in Boston 


Dorothy Speare, author of “Spring 
on 52d Street,” is appealing to the 
Authors League to help her get the 
Boston Public Library to buy a copy 
of the book. The work hasn't been 
banned in Boston—-the new book 
laws make it impossible now unless 
the book itself is tried and found 
guilty—but the Library won't pur- 
chase it on the ground its “tone is 
unmoral.” 





Prolific Bernard Sobel 

Bernard Sobel] will be well repre- 
sented in two authoritative works 
on the theatre which will appear 
soon. The English representative of 
the Oxford Companion to the Amer- 
ican Stage has asked him to write 
two pieces for that famous publica- 
tion; and Collier’s forthcoming en- 
cyclopedia have also ordered three 
pieces, including articles on the 
American minstrel show and bur- 
lesque. Everybody’s Digest is pub- 
lishing his story on back stage cues 
and emergencies. 

The New School also invited Sobel 
to give a course on the theatre, be- 
ginning November. 





Bemelman’s “Dirty Eddie” 

Ludwig Bemelmans has come up 
with a rather fascinating novel 
about Hollywood in “Dirty Eddie” 
(Viking). It points the finger, but 
never bites. It exaggerates effectively 
the w.k. prototypes that are now 
standard wherever Hollywood gets 
a kicking around. It’s clever, it’s 
amusing, in the best tradition of 
Bemelmans, True, there is a thought 
here and there, but before you can 
take it too seriously Bemelmans is 
ba@k again on his slightly acrid way. 
A lot of people are going to conjec- 
ture as to the living facsimile of his 
fabulous characters, but that is at- 
taching more significance to Bemel- 
mans fictional pix spree than was 
intended. 

“Dirty Eddie” is not an expose. 
If Bemelmans is laughing at Holly- 
wood, it’s a laughter that says “in- 
clude me in.” For human foibles 
and weaknesses are accepted by him 
as such and played upon warmly 
and fondly but knowingly. 

Dirty Eddie is a pig, whose 
‘wis 's demand for $5,000 a week 
ties.up production on a top-budgeted 
pic. That’s about all that the title 
has to do with book, for otherwise 
the plot bypasses corn for a smarter 
and more subtle integration of his 
asserted Hollywood fauna. His Boss 
Man Moses Fable, who dreams in 
technicolor; his producer Vanya 
Vashvily; his stable of writers im- 
ported for their particular genius 
and then molded to form, the heroine 
Belinda named after a cigar band, 
and the nostalgic silent stat and the 
has-beens—these are the assortment 
that make up the fabric of a scin- 
tillating and at all times entertain- 
ing novel. Rose. 





Simon & Schuster Changes 


Simon & Schuster N. Y. staff has 


had a revamp recently. Charlotte 
Seitlin, 


upped to associate editor. 


worth to do special promotion. 





Household Mag’s Gallup 
Bruce Gallup, formerly 


CHATTER 


Hank Givens, managing editor of 
the Witchita Beacon, gandering Hol- 


ly wood, 


Howard Browne, former magazine 
publisher, writing a novel in his San 


Fernando Valley home. 


Max Weinberg,- Metro’s eastern) press and radio through which it can 
shorts, has piece on hay fever in 


current (Sept.) issue of Go mag. 
Henry Gris, Hollywood 


assembly. 

Howard Browne is writing a book 
about Hollywood as part of his deal 
for two tomes a year to be published 
by Ziff Davis. 


Hollywood fashions will get an 
even breack with Paris styles in the 
next issue of Vogue, with six pages 


devoted to “movie modes.” 
Bob Massey resigned as United 
Press bureau head in Memphis to 


take charge of public relations at 
new International Harvester plant 
there. 

Millard Lampell writing the final 
chapter of his second novel, “The 
Hero,” a tale of an amateur athlete,. 
for fall publication by Julian 
Messner. 

Montreal’s “Playtime” mag folded 
before putting out first issue. Pub- 
lisher W. Boas explained causes as 
lack of paper and too heavy advance 
financial expenditure. 

Charlotte Armstrong’s novel, “The 
Unsuspected,” will be reissued in a 
pocket-size edition of 250,000 copies 
with the release of the Michael Cur- 
tiz film version of the book. 

David, Alfred and John Smart, of 
the Esquire-Coronet syndicate, have 
other interests including a scotch- 
tape company; 16m productions; a 
chain of theatres; and other patents 
besides publishing. 

Ohio State Archaeological and His- 
torical Society, Columbus, is micro- 
filming Ohio newspapers to insure 
their preservation as _ historic 
records. Several microfilm com- 
panies are cooperating by furnishing 
equipment, cameras, and operators. 
Wendell Smith, sports editor of 
the Pittsburgh Courier, became the 
first Negro to have a feature column 
on a major daily here. Smith is 
writing a series on colored athletic 
personalities for the sports section 
of the Chicago Herald American. 
Series began last week with story 
about Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn 
Dodger first-baseman, the first player 
of his race to break into major 
league baseball. 

John D. Donoghue, VaRIETY mugg 
since 1942 and Springfiield (Mass.) 
newspaperman since 1934, becomes 
public relations director at his alma 
mater, St. Michael’s College, 
Winooski Park, Vt., this week. For- 
mer music and theatre editor at the 
Springfield Daily News, and one 
time WMAS announcer, Donoghue 
ended up Army News Service as- 
signment in charge of Stars and 
Stripes office in New York. Willard 
M. Clark, Springfield Union music 
editor, takes over. 


















Anti-Smear 


Continued from page 1 








similar idea recently broached by 
PIC and approved by the MPA in 
conjunction with the revision of the 
industry’s ad code. As such, it’s 
traceable directly to the attempted 
passage in the New York State legis- 
lature last spring of a bill that would 
have permitted censorship of all film 
advertising in newspapers. Indus- 
try, although it managed to have 
the bill pigeonholed permanently, 
was caught completely unawares 
when it first. broke. If such a cam- 
paign had been in progress at that 


time, it’s believed, the bill would 


develop arts and sciences through 
the technical advances made in the 
industry and through such films as 
“Madame Curie,” “Dr. Erlich’s Magic 
Bullet” and the raft of those taken 
from book classics. Much of the 
campaign will be built around the 
current 25th anniversary of MPA, 
which has been sloughed off by the 
industry until now through the lack 
of just such an organization as PIC 
hopes to set up. 

Pr, staff, in addition, will work 
out a basic material kit, which will 
be issued to all members of field 
exploitation and publicity staffs for 
their guidance in writing and plant- 
ing in newspapers, magazines and 
news syndicates suitable material. 
Attempts will also be made to mar- 
shal top-name writers, already con- 
nected with the industry, for maga- 
zine pieces. Campaign will also 
make full use of trailers and news- 
reels to bring the story behind the 
industry to the millions of filmgoers 


‘who attend the nation’s theatres 


weekly. 

“As committee members of the 
MPA who are in direct contact with 
the public, we believe strongly,” 
Schlaifer said, “that so far-flung an 
institution of American life deserves 
better than to be a lone whipping 
boy for self-appointed critics of all 
varieties, including the _ sheerly 
flippant and oddly malevolent. 
Sometimes this attitude suggests an 
almost psycopathic hysteria, as if 
Hollywood and the picture-making 
business held a monopoly on all 
human frailty. 

“The recent British tax impasse 
provided a fresh occasion for much 
published material suggesting in 
effect : that. the only acceptable 
screen material is that coming from 
abroad. We intend to try to chal- 
lenge this attitude whenever it 
seems to us to be baseless, careless 
or selfish, taking criticism where we 
deserve it but insisting upon sanity 
and fairness in the American way. 
Members of PIC who worked with 
Schlaifer in devolving the plan in- 
clude Ben Serkowich, Columbia; 
Howard Dietz and Si Seadler, Metro; 
Curtis Mitchell and Stanley Shuford, 
Paramount; S. Barret McCormick, 
RKO; Paul Lazarus, Jr., United 
Artists; Maurice Bergman and Hank 
Linet, Universal; and Mort Blumen- 
stock and Gil Golden, Warners. 


Tele Situation 
May Benefit Via 
Films’ New Stand 


Inauguration of an industry-wide 
public relations campaign by the 
Public Information Committee of the 
Motion Picture Assn. may well offer 
a final solution to the film industry’s 
treatment of television. One of the 
foremost recommendations made to 
the prexies of the various major film 





publicity head, has been 
Elinor 
Green takes over publicity, as well 
as continuing as promotion manager. 

Other changes include William G. 
Owens appointed sales rep for Chi- 
cago, Detroit and Cleveland, head- 
quartering in Chi; and Lou Ash- 


in the 
publicity and ad departments of 
First National, United Artists and 
Columbia, becomes the film reviewer 
for Household mag, starting with 
the November issue. He is a former 
vice-president and account executive 
of the Donahue & Coe ad agency. 


corre- 
spondent for United Press, is leaving 
to cover the United Nations general 








never have been introduced into the 
legislature. Idea, therefore, is one 
of self-protection as much as any- 
thing else. 


Recurring Attacks 


Schlaifer declared that the pro- 
gram has been evolved over a period 
of many months by PIC “as result 
of recurring, crises involving public 
goodwill toward the film industry.” 
Through lack of factual information 
in some cases, through a “habitual 
practice of harrying Hollywood in 
others and through purposely hos- 
tile or inspired motives in a few 
instances,” he said, “Hollywood had 
been made a needless victim. PIC, 
according to Schlaifer, has proposed 
to try to correct this condition as far 
as possible by “aggressively supple- 
menting” the activity of the MPA in 
this field. 

Under present plans, the industry 
will employ the same methods and 
media used by its attackers in the 
new operation. Special staff, re- 
cruited mainly from within the in- 
dustry, is to be established to super- 
vise the public relations campaign. 
Such a group, it’s pointed cut, al- 
ready has established contacts in the 


companies by PIC in its outline of 
the plan is a clarification of the in- 
dustry’s stand on tele, something 
which has been woefully lacking 
heretofore. 


Campaign is to employ all exist- 
ing media of communication to tell 
the industry’s story to the public, 
one PIC spokesman pointed out. With 
films, press and radio constituting 
naturals for such a mass campaign, 
the juvenile tele industry remains 
the only one on which no stand has 
been taken. Company prexies, con- 
sequently, have been urged either to 
decide to cooperate with the video 
industry for the mutual benefit of 
both or to abandon their half-heart- 
ed stabs at cooperation once and for 
all. 

Although most of the majors have 
been reported at various times to be 
working on tele’s development, Par- 
amount is the only one so far to take 
an active commercial interest in the 
medium. Warners recently signed 
with RCA for joint experimental 
work on the development of large- 
screen theatre video and 20th-Fox is 
reported to have some revolutionary 
ideas that would tie in tele with its 
film distribution. RKO Television 
has done practically nothing since it 
was first organized, and the other 
majors have apparently given tele 
little thought to date. 

With the importance of tele as a 
mass communications medium rising 
rapidly, it’s expected that the film in- 
dustry will decide to cooperate. It’s 
believed that the company prexies 
will recognize the Importance of tie- 
ing down every communications 





channel material. Campaign will 
fight such things as taxation, cen- 
sorship (such as that involved in the 
\N. Y. legislative bill), attacks against 
so-called Communists in Hollywood, 
foreign competition, ili - advised 
stories on Hollywood's morals and 
divorce rate, etc. 
Cite Pro-Influences 

Besides defending the industry 
against such attacks, the carnpaign 
will attempt to take the offense by 
showing how much good Hollywood | method possible to achieve the best 
has done as the “greatest mass world | results for ite public relations cam- 
influence.” P.r. campaign will show | paign and that tele, consequently, 
how much Hollywood has done to} will benefit inthe process. 
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| SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK ;| 
By Frank Scully Heeeeeeeeereees 


Billings, Mont., Sept. 1. . 

Kidding credits must run back centuries. Story, probably apocryphal 
about the dove that wouldn’t pair off in Noah’s Ark and certainly wouldn't 
coo unless billing went with it, must bé older than “That was no lady, that 
was the dame who has charge of studio credits, and it wasn't a street, it 
was a set.” But both have substantial claims to antiquity. In fact, I lifted 
their faces myself and I’m no yearling. 

Writers have derided Hollywood’s lengthy credit sheets more than 
other workers in the field because they feared their identities were being 
lost in the group pictures. Such a modest little job, for instance, as the 
animated merger of Sinclair Lewis's “Bongo” and somebody else's “Jack 
and the Beanstalk,” which Walt Disney has just turned out, credits 79 
people. In adapting Lewis’s story alone six writers are credited. 

When it comes to the 24-sheets most of these, I suspect, will fall off at 
the first turn in the road. After that only Disney’s name will probably 
be decorating the landscape, though close by probably the names of Dinah 
Shore, Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy will be at least readable. But 
the writers, no. 

If writers had their way credits would be limited to something like this: 

MACBETH. BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
ILLUSTRATED BY ORSON WELLES 
The rest of the ad would be gushing with nice white space. 


A Recently Paroled P.A. 


Geoffrey Homes, a recently paroled p.a. who wrote “Build My Gallows 
High” and got resentenced by RKO to write the script of his own novel, 
reports a lady columnist saying, “Isn’t it a shame what they've done to 
your book? They tell me the script stinks. It always happens. A man 
writes a good book and then some hack comes along and butchers it.” 
He had to tell her that the eminent author and the lowly hack were one 
and the same. ; 

Homes’ next one is called “Hog Wallow,” and if his New York pub- 
lishers follow the Hollywood spread, it should, opines Homes, come out 
about like this: 
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THAYER HOBSON 
PRESIDENT OF WILLIAM MORROW & CO. 
Presents 

HOG WALLOW 
The Story Of A Strange And Violent Love 
Starring Characters New To Fiction 
Manuscript opened and read by Helen King 
Reread by Mr. Hobson and Emily Street 
Jacket design arranged for by Donald Stevenson 
Proofs okayed by Mr. Hobson 
Type by Goudy 
Written by Geoffrey Homes 

His suspicion is that his byline might be printed in agate. But no 
Hollywood production would think of limiting itself to nine credits, 
counting the three for Hobson. 

No Billing For Rags 

Even such a modest picture production as Hal Roach’s “The Fabulous 
Joe,” starring Walter Abel, Margot Grahame and Marie Wilson, lists 17 
technical credits—Hal Roach, Jr., twice. But the sheet should have car- 
ried two more. What was the name of the dog that played Joe, and who 
was the actor who did Joe’s talking? 

The latter, I found by patient digging, was Arthur Q. Bryan, a radio 
gabbér, and a delightful job he did in keeping the fabulous laughs rolling. 

Called “Joseph McMasters” in the picture, the dog’s real name is Rags. 
But beyond that Rags becomes a shaggy dog story lost in the Hollywood 
kennels. The Roach people do not know his master and can only report 
that, “He was brought around for casting. That’s all we know.” 

The camera man whose job it was to match Joe’s lip movements with 
Bryan’s dialog was Bill Randall. He didn’t know much about Rags either, 
except that he could take direction better than most actors. 

Sometimes it takes a lot of patient digging to give credit where credit 
is due. For instance, in “Merton of the Movies” (the 1947 remake) 
Metro exposes the technique of using doubles for dangerous stunts. Gloria 
Grahame is the presumable “star,” and the picture reveals Virginia 
O’Brien as her double. Miss O’Brien climbs to a yardarm and, dressed 
exactly like the “star,” presumably takes the dive for Miss Grahame. 

Yeah, but who actually took the dip? Not Miss O’Brien surely, 
Miss Grahame either. Give up? Well, Bobby Rose did it. 

Bobby is an old hand at stunting and, like Billy Rose, he’s small enough 
to double for little women. 

In Par’s “Perils of Pauline,” 45 people crowd the credit-sheet, even 
Charlie Goddard, who wrote the original “Perils” getting a line, not to 
forget such fugitives from pie penitentiaries as Chester Conklin, Snub 
Pollard, Jimmy Finlayson, Hank Mann, Creighton Hale, Bill Farnum, 
Frances McDonald and Heinie Conklin, 

a. § credit not listed, however, was who did the stunting for Betty 
utton? 


Nor 


Falling For Betty 


Remembering that in “Incendiary Blonde” it was Faye Blessing, a rodeo 
trick rider, who did the wild riding for Texas Hutton and that Helen 
Thurston leaped around for her in other pix, who would you say did it 
for bouncing Betty in “Pauline?” Was it a man or a woman? You're 
wrong. It was a man, Billy Jones, a brother of the late Grover Jones, 
who hardly hid under a bushel as a writer, did most of Betty’s stunting. 
Like Bobby Rose, Billy Jones is small and an old hand at risking his neck. 

Florabel Muir, who writes a column in Daily Variety, did a swell piece 
two years ago in The Saturday Evening Post on these forgotten people. 
She confined her story mostly to girls who doubled in the daring long 
and medium shots, stunters like Helen Thurston, Frances Miles, Vivien 
Valdez, Nellie Walker, Evelyn Smith, Jeanne Criswell, Aline Goodwin, 
Ione Reed and Betty Danko. Most are in their thirties and married, 
average $150 a week when working, or $50 to $250 a stunt, depending on 
how dangerous it is. Lloyd’s picks up the tab if a stunter is hurt. 

After falling off the cliff few ever move up from the bottom of the 
canyon. Jimmy Dundee did. He now has parts at Par, but most of them, 
like the general who still shaves with a straight-edged razor, prefer to 
live dangerously. 

The Parks Circle 


Up to recently studios have dummied up on doubles, but “The Jolson 
Story” brought this phase of cinematic similation completely out in the 
open, What it did seemingly for Larry Parks, however, was to weld him 
like a Siamese twin to the Jolson spinal cord. 

More recently Columbia has dared to allow Parks to run a little on his 
own, but people were a bit surprised to hear him sing, as he does in 
“Down To Earth,” in a different key than he did in “The Jolson Story.” 
The difference is that Hal Derwin, who did Park’s singing in “Earth,” 
has a different voice than Jolie’s. If Columbia wanted to keep Parks 
singing like a Jolson, why didn’t they hire Harry Jolson instead of 
Derwin? 

Jolie's next will be called “Jolson Sings Again,” and whether the com- 
panion feature will be “Parks Acts Again” will be a matter of money. 
Jolson’s, that is, for obviously by now he has most of Cohen’s. 

There was some well-feigned doubling in indignation expressed recently 
when a diver was killed at Acapulco after plunging off the 150-foot cliff 
where Mexicans dive for coins. He was said to have been killed doubling 
for Johnny Weissmuller, while the boys and girls were manufacturing 
“Tarzan and the Mermaids.” 

“Whoever heard of one of the world’s greatest swimmers using a double 
in a water sequence?” demanded Sol Lesser’s quiz kids. 

Welty I did for one. Giving credit where credit is due I can tell these 
out in Flatbush 35 years ago. The studio paid the double $25 a week. Her 
name was Mabel Normand, 
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Broadway 


Chic Farmer new manager of the 
Cafe Madison. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. due to ar- 
rive in town Sept. 11, 

Iceland to drop the tank shows 


Sept. 15, for regulation floorshows. 


Harold. Stein, theatrical photog~ 
rapher, recently married Ethel Him- 


ler. .: ; 

Polyna Stoska, lead in last sea- 
son’s “Street Scene,” signed by Met 

era Assn. 
ae it’s National Cat Week Nov. 
2-8 under sponsorship of the Ameri- 
can Feline Society. 

Charles B. Dillingham Theatrical 
Post of .the American Legion raf- 
fling off a house in its fund drive. 

Lenore Ulric 
ne.l’s “Anthony and Cleopatra” revi- 
val, for first Broadway appearance 
in seven years. 

Katharine Cornell received degree 
of ‘Doctor of Fine Arts from Ithaca 
College as “top-ranking actress of 
the American theatre.” 

James R. Grainger, 
sales chief, to the Coast on a sales 
trip that takes him to L. A., S. F., 
Seattle and Minneapolis. 


Louis Calhern in New York from | 


the.Coast for a two-week visit fol- 
lowing completion of his role in 
“Arch of Triumph” for Enterprise. 

Paul Hollister, recently made na- 
tional publicity chief for RKO, back 
from the Coast last week after hud- 
dles at studio on forthcoming re- 
leases. 

Vincent .Trotta, art director of 
National Screen Service, stepping to 
the bench to act as judge in his 13th 
consecutive stint at the Atlantic City 
beauty contest. 

 ~unior Dramatic Workshop, found- 
ed by Dr. Maria Ley-Piscator <t 
New School for Social Research in 
1942, shifting this fall to the Walt 
Whitman School. 

Leon & Eddie’s to conduct daily 
cocktail hours on a high level. High 
McCaffrey, who’s been hired for that 
stint, is a Powers model and a for- 
mer scoutmaster. 

Al Rosen, former manager of 
Loew's State, to be general man- 


ager of the Courtney Burr produc- | 


tion, “The Inspector Calls,” London | 
hit by J. B. Priestley. 


Bis farm and writing both feature 
articles for Collier’s and a full- 
length mystery yarn. 

If Chico Marx calls at the Manu- 
facturers Trust Co., N. Y., he’ll find 
that he’s owner of an unclaimed 
bank account. Bank has been list- 
ing his name in daily ads. 

Louis Marx, w.k. Broadwayite 
and “toy king” of America, in Ber- 
lin and en route to Moscow, under 
Army auspices. He’s been a special 
consultant to the U. S. Army. 

Alberti di Gorostiaga, Lily Pons’ 
teacher and famed vocal authority, 
in N. Y. this week from Bilboa for 
first U. S. visit and honeymoon trip 
with Lidia Iborrando, contralto. 

Leonide ‘Moguy, director and co- 
producer of the French-made “Beth- 
sabee,” to the Coast with his wife 
and baby, taking the print with him 
for disposition of the U. S. rights. 

George M. Burbach, Jr., formerly 
with the National Broadcasting Co. 
and McCann-Erickson, joined Pathe- 
scope Productions, industrial film 
producers, in an executive capacity. 

Eleazar de Carvalho, Brazilian 
conductor who assisted Serge Kous- 
sevitzky at Tanglewood this sum- 
mer, flew to Rio to conduct series of 
concerts with “the Brazilian Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

Mary MacArthur, daughter of 
Helen Hayes and Charles Mac- 
Arthur, to play at Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., week of 
Sept. 8. in “The Marquise,” which 
stars Lillian Gish, 

Dorothy Kirsten, John Gielgud, 
Max Gordon, nitery operator; Wil- 
liam B. Levy, Walt Disney’s general 
sales manager, and banker Sir Wil- 
liam Wiseman in on the Queen 
Elizabeth Monday (1). 

Henry Fisk Carlton, former radio 
and screen writer, now chief of the 
motion picture division of the civil 
affairs branch of the War Dept. 
Selects U. S. films for redubbing for 
civilian showing in foreign countries. 

Lep ‘(Loew's vecpee) Friedman’s 
stepson, Ricard Emery Lyons, weds 
Ellen Lipcher at Sherry’s tomorrow 
(Thursday). She’s the daughter of 
Milton Douglas, nitery and vaude 
emcee. Young Lyons is with MGM 
Records. 

French couturier Christian Dior, 
British dress designer Norman Hart- 
nell and Italian bootmaker Salva- 
tore Ferragamo arrived on Queen 
Elizabeth Monday (1) en route to 
Dallas 
1947 Neiman-Marcus fashion awards. 

Eddie Cantor receives the United 
Jewish Appeal’s 1947 humanitarian 
award at a dinner in his honor at 
the Bellevue-Stratford hotel, Phila- 
delphia, tonight (Wednesday). Bar- 
ney Balaban, chairman of UJA’s 
film division, will make presenta- 
tion. 

Allied Artists hosted industry 
trade press last Thursday (29) at 
luncheon on Macy’s roof garden 
with chow prepared by squaws of 
Black Gold Cheyenne indian tribe. 
Conceived by company flack Arnold 
Stolz, stunt plugged firm’s “Black 
Gold,” forthcoming at Loew's State. 

Howard Dietz running between 
Loew's veepee job and his two 
stace musicals; one a Franco-Har- 
lem theme which he authored with 


Al Wilkie, Paramount’s former 
ublicity manager, rusticating on 


in Katharine Cor- | 


Republic’s | 


where they'll receive the | 


Anita Loos and. Alstone (Michael 
Todd wants to do it), and the other 
a musicalized version of John Gun- 
ther’s “Inside USA” which Arthur 
Schwartz will tune and produce. 


Portland, Ore. 


Golden Gate Quartet at Clover 





ub, 

Duke Ellington orch played con- 
cert at Civic Auditorium. 

Charley Barnett orch at the Jant- 
zen Beach Park ballroom. 

Music Hall Supper Club due to 
open new season Sept. 12. 

Harry James erch inked into Jant- 
zen Beach ballroom Sept. 30. 

Shriners bringing Polack Bros. 
circus to Armory Sept. 13-19. 





mount. 

Jack Marshall completed four- 
week engagement at Cloud Room. 
Cyril Smith followed at the spot, 

J. J. Parker chain purchased Guild 
| theatre for showing foreign films. 
“Brief Encounter” opens new house 
| Sept. 4. 

Jan Peerce, Nadine Connor and 
others into Civic Auditorium, Sept. 
12-14 with San Francisco Opera 
Company. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

“Hubbub Club” with Jack Gregson 
to originate from stage of Golden 
| Gate this week. 

Frank J. McHugh Jr., 
sales head for ABC locally, retires, 
Vincent Francis succeeding. 

Francis Faye a click at House of 
Harris. Mary Rave and Naldi at 
Palace Hotel, Rose Room, with 
Miquelito Valdes due at Fairmont 
hotel’s Venetian Room, Sept. 16. 

Variety Club benefit for blind 
children fund drew big turnout, 
with Hollywood. contingent helping 
to pull them in. Benny’ Rubin, Tur- 
han Bey, Jack Paar, Rhonda Flem- 
ing, Rory Calhoun, Chili Williams 
appeared. 
| 








Sugar Chile Robinson and revue | 
| set new attendance record at Para- | 


network | 


Chicago 
Dennis Morgan here after. flight 
from France, 


Dave Smart, of Esquire, back from 
European tour. 


Rodney Bush, 20-Fox exploitation 
chief, conferring with Chi branch. 

George Formby, English come- 
‘dian, here before sailing for Aus- 
| tralia. 
| . Jack Warner and his wife checked 
into the Ambassador East for sev- 
eral days. 

Herb Bailey, publicist, off to At- 
lanta to become editor of suburban 
newspaper. 

Linda Darnell expected here in 
November to plug opening of “For- 
| ever Amber, 

David Rose spent 
week visiting here 
with his radio show, 

Peter Lind Hayes and wife, 








most of last 
in connection 


show. sometime in October. 

Ralph Jansen, owner of the Ivan- 
hoe, named cafe chairman of the 
Community Fund Drive for 1947. 
| Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
viewing town’s legit shows last 
weekend before going to Wisconsin. 
| Ed Levin, who recently resigned 
| from the Howie Mayer publicity of- 

fice, has rejoined the Balaban and 

Katz organization. 

Al Borde and son Howard off to 

Iowa, for the Drake University track 


in several contests. 
| James Nixon, manager of 
i Music Hall, back in Kansas 
after visiting publicist 
zell, and catching “Carousel.” 

Ray Hunt, of the Times, and music 
critic Remi Gassman have penned 


ithe first time in New York this 
winter, 
Mat Shelvey, AGVA national 


exec-sec, here last week to conduct 
meetings with midwest and west- 
Coast directors on aifects of the 
Taft-Hartley bill. 

Marie McDonald, Carmen Miran- 
da, Liberace and Don McNeill were 
among the entertainment world’s 
celebs at the Labor Day celebration 











World Series 


Continued from page 1 


Edgar Kobak.. Mutual is to have 
first rights on the series through 
dint of its having sewed up the 
radio rights some months ago. 

No decision has been made yet on 
what broadcaster is to handle ac- 
tual pickups of the games, since 
Mutual’s N. ¥. station has not yet 
begun operation. According to a 
spokesman for one of the major tele 
nets, “we'll worry about that when 
the time comes.’ As things look 
now, however, it’s probable that, if 
the N. Y. Yankees and Brooklyn 
Dodgers play in the series, all 
games will be televised by WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.) and -WCBS-TV 
(CBS, N. Y.). Latter two outfits al- 
ready have their equipment set up 
in Yankee Stadium and _ Ebbets 
Field, respectively. DuMont, it’s be- 
lieved, may share its pickups with 
WNBT (NBC), which has televised 
all N. Y. Giant games this season, 

Estimate Audience of 500,000 

In addition to the series being 
carried by all three N. Y. stations, 
the games will be transmitted to 
televiewers from Schenectady to 
Washington. Series will thus have 
their greatest audience in history, 
with an estimated 500,000 people 
expected to watch the baseball clas- 
sic in homes and bars. Through 
use of either the Bell System’s coax- 
ial cable or radio relay. the series 
{will be available to WRGB (GE, 
/Schenectady), the three N. Y. sta- 
tions, WPTZ (Philco, Philadelphia), 
'WBAL (NEC, Baltimore), WTTG 
(DuMont, Washington) and WNBW 
| (NBC, Washington). It’s also pos- 
sible that WBZ-TV (Westinghouse, 
| Boston) and WFIL-TV ‘ABC, Philly) 
'will be on the air by that time. 
| Price of $100,000 is believed to be 
| the largest ever offered by a spon- 
,sor for the tele rights to any event. 
Gillette was reported to have paid 
|the same figure for the Joe Louis- 
| Billy Conn heavyweight champion- 
|ship fight in June, 1946, but NBC 
jreportedly picked up part of the 
freight on that event. According to 
‘one tele spokesman, several other 
'national advertisers offered Mutual 
|(and Chandler) the same price in 


| 
| 





|efforts to get the series away from 
| Gillette. 
| Actual sponsorship of the games 
| will cost Gillette far more than the 
original $100,000. Firm will also 
ihave to buy air time, which means 
‘that if the series goes to seven 
games, it will have to pay for at 
least 14 hours of facilities. At an 
avecage facilities charge of $750 per 
hour, the additional cost of Gillette 
would be $10.500. It’s entirely pos- 
sible, however, that the broadcasters 
might make some kind of a deal 
with the razor firm to tie in with the 
promotional aspects of televising 
the series. 

Maxon ad agency handles the Gil- 
lette account. 








| in Soldiers’ Field. 

Ann Crowley, youthful lead in 
local cast of “Carousel” is in Gotham 
to do week stint as Laurie in “Okl 
homa.” Meanwhile, Gloria Elwoo 
has been subbing here. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Mary Kaaihue Trio and singing 
pianist Del-Loyd McKaye a current 
click at Quonset ‘Inn. 

Arch Mercey, former Government 
film official, back in the publishing 
biz here after a UN stint. 

George Canty, State Dept.’s com- 
mercial film expert, back at his desk 
after a month’s vacation. 

Ground broken for the Dupont, 


Circle, on the fringe of Embassy 
Row. 
Irina Baronova arrived in town 


for a straw hat stint in “Dark Eyes” 
jeans. 

Annual WTOP-CBS Radio Work- 
shop currently in session, with over 
200 local teachers enrolled fdr the 
course. 

Warner’s Earle, company’s show 
case, already sporting its new title 
“Warner,” though switch does not 
become official until Sept. 12. 

D. C. and suburbs now have six 
FM stations on the air, with FCC 
construction permits for 10 more 
approved and in various stages of 
construction. 

Office of Government Reports will 

offer the joint industry-government 
committee a two-minute short, “Mes- 
sage on Wheat.” this week for the- 
atrical distribution. 
Powwow at local 20th-Fox offices 
last week between division manager 
Howard Minsky, Cleveland branch 
manager I. Schmertz, and D. C. 
branch head Glen Norris. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Larry Ross into Hotel 
Flame Room. 

Gene Autry Rodeo at St. Paul Au- 
ditorium Sept. 13-21. 

E. L. Walton, Republic assistant 
Sales manager, in town. 


Radisson 


census bureau at 530.000. 

McGowan & Mack ice revue into 
St. Paul Park night club. 

Minnesota State Fair’s attendance 
for first five days 385,471, a new rec- 
ord. 

Number of FM receiving sets in 
yd City area now estimated at 


Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 


Paige and Dacite. 

RKO-Orpheum has booked Alec 
Templeton & Co. and Lauritz Mel- 
choir for concert dates. 

St. Paul Pop summer concerts at 
Auditorium set new attendance rec- 
ord, attracting 130,000 people. 

Sheriff at Wabasha, Minn., county 
fair banned Raney United Midway 
Shows’ girly show as “improper.” 

Old Log strawhatter offering “Ah, 
| Wilderness” with June March. bur- 
| lesque stripper, in leading feminine 


| role. 
W.R. Frank in from Hollywood to 
take Minnescta State Fair grand- 





stand shots for his “Dan Patch” pie- 





Mary | 
Healy, will be in the Mayfair Room's | 


ture, 

Joe Podoloff, formerly here and 
now 20th-Fox San Francisco branch 
manager, spending part of vacation 
in Minneapolis. 

“Murder in Old Red Barn” 
Hotel Dyckman Robin Hood Room 
for indefinite run, with $1.50 aad 
$1.20 cover charge. 

Eph Rosen back at local M-G-M as 
assistant branch manager. after 
pinch-hitting in Milwaukee for ailing 
branch manager John Kemptgen. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


; } 
Into | 


| Hollywood 


| Joan Davis in from Manhattan, 
Adele Jergens trained to Chicago. 
Vern Walker convalescing at home. 
Dorothy Babb divorced Johnny 
Coy. 
Tom Tully to Ensenada on vaca- 
i tion, 
Mike Lyman hospitalized for sur- 
gery. 
. eho Lombardo in from Hono- 
ull, 
Gay Nelson to Carson City on va- 
| cation, 
Viveca Lindfors 
Europe. 


returned. from 


Ralph Doyle back from N. Y. rats er . sai. 
huddles with RKO toppers. Jane Sterling and Jack Merivale 

PN é, ' j unhitched, 

iarles lauvel expects to have ¥ . ss ee a 

ij his “Sons of Matthew” pic off the x... -4 pen Civerced. Tomgy Do 
production floor soon. ~—— ‘ 

Sir Ben Fuller completes Perth Hal Roach planed to Oregon for 
| looksee. Has a site in mind for com- “ week of fishing. 
mercial project and cinema. Bob Savini in town on business 


the | 
City | 
Allan Dal- | 


a ballet which will be presented for | 


Miklos Gafni, Hungarian tenor, 1s 
winding up a successful tour for the 
| Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
| sion, 

John Charles Thomas, who has 
just finished a concert tour of Aussie 
and New Zealand for Williamson- 
Tait, says he’s coming back next 
year, not to sing, but to do some fish- 
| ing. , 

Ted Shawn, U. S. dancer, making 





meets. Young Borde will participate | his Sydney debut at the Conserva- 


| torium with two recitals for Patch 


Astor Pictures, 

Prince Erik of Denmark 
Visiting Jean Hersholt. 

Frankie Laine to San Francisco to 
open at the Club Burma. 

James Mitchell in from New York 
for film tests at Warners. 

Charles Bullotti recovering from 
emergency appendectomy, 

Leo White celebrated his 35th an- 
niversary in show business. 

Jean Hersholt notified of his sis- 
ter’s death in Copenhagen. 


for 


in town 


Indie Group. Shawn is studying; Robert Alda returned from an 
aboriginal dance routines during | eastern summer stock tour. 

Aussie stay. R Bee ..,| Olivia de Haviland returned to 
Annie Get Your Gun” is still 


pulling terrific biz in Melbourne for 
Williamson-Tait, Evie Hayes, wife 
of Will Mahoney, has scored a per- 
sonal hit in the show. Looks like a 
| six months’ run, or more. 





Paris 


Ray Ventura, erstwhile 
leader and songsmith, now 
film producing here. 

Art Ford, WNEW disk jock, 0.0.’d 
the current scene with an eye to 
producing independently here. 

Georges Carpentier’s bar, around 


band- 
indie 





: the corner from the Hotel. George | 
| 


V, still folded while he’s vacationing | 


jin Cannes. 


American’ publicist David E. 
Green establishing local office; also | 


work after four days of flu. 


| Gregory Ratoff in from Italy for 
contabs with Edward Small. 

Martha Raye to Covington, Ky.. to 
start a 12-week nitery tour. 

Al Pascall hospitalized for obser- 
vation and possible surgery. 

Ella Logan will headline Slapsy 
| Maxie’s reopening in October, 
| Neil Agnew in town for confer- 
'ences with David O. Selznick. 
| Howie Mayer back in circulation 
| after two weeks in the hospital. 

Joe Reddy back on the Disney lot 
after vacationing at Dana Point. 
| Rod Cameron injured a leg in a 
| log jam scene for “River Lady.” 
C. Aubrey Smith in town after 
film and legit chores in England. 
Judith Anderson trains East Sept. 
15, to star in “Medea” on Broadway. 

Donald Nelson, recently ill, re- 
turned to his desk as head of SIMPP. 


new art theatre located on Dupont ! 


driving a jeep and wearing blue} 


City’s population now estimated by 


London, Zurich and Rome, with eye 


to commercial clients. 

Cynda Glenn Lrought back an 
American refrigerator _for Erich 
| Von Stroheim’s chateau near here 
j;and that’s biggest personal hit with 
ithe actor-director since “Merry 
| Widow.” 

Larry Klingmann, American 
newspaperman long resident here, 
in an indie film production setup 
(French versions only, with occa- 


sional English bilinguals) with Wil- 


liam Wyler. 











‘Disk Jockeys 


Continued from page 1 








playing of disks that’s not unlike the 
use of live music programming, com- 
mercial or sustaining. For example, 
New York disk shows are listed in 
newspaper radio logs, citing the tal- 
ent to be used in 15-minute seg- 
ments. Many jocks feature a defi- 
nite schedule—certain days and 
hours for new records, for old ones, 
for certain top talent. 


to the fact that people who want to 
listen to recordings and are consist- 
ent dialers, know at all times where 
and when they can pick up their 
favorite artists without spending a 
/nickel. And if they cannot do so 
from the sources they are aware of. 
there’s always the request show, 
which will play anything asked. 

All this, the survey sponsors be- 
lieve, has hit retail disk sales harder 
than they might have been other- 
wise, 
tight last spring and sales in many 
industries began to slide, the dip in 
disk graphs might not have been as 
great had it not been for the fact 
that almost any record made by ma- 
jor and minor talent can be heard 
on the air whenever desired. 
| Another angle, too, is the fact that 
|few of the thousands of new re- 
‘leases marketed annually become 
;what might be called “standard” 
_disks that will bear frequent repeti- 
,tion. Most are good for only a few 
‘months’ life. And the hammering 
| by so many jocks of top pop tunes 
by top artists tends to kill off the 
| sale of any one disk. Just the same 





gets Daryl Harpa band with Margo as music publishers frequently find | 


a hit song smothered by so many 
performances that its sales life is 
shortened, so do disk jockeys limit 
|the sale of a disk since they all, 
|naturally, climb on the bandwagon 
,of a good tune by a good artist and 
‘repeat it often. 

| With the survey as a guide, the 
| manufacturer who authored it is 
easing off on the servicing of disk 
jockeys. He's convinced that the 
less attention talent on the label gets 
from disk-spinners, the longer they 
and their recordings will last. 


All this adds | 
up, it’s pointed out by the survey, | 


It’s felt that when things got | 


Lou Costello tripped over a tele- 
phone cord and tore a knee muscle. 
| Tom Dammann moved out of Irv- 
| ing. Rubine’s flackery to open his 
own. 
| Vincent Price to lecture on con- 
| temporary art at the University of 
|S. Cal. aan 
| Ernest Turnbull, Australian ‘ir 
‘cuit chief, looking over Hollywood 
ates 
| product. 

Louis De Rochemont in from New 
York to talk a new producing deal 
with Sam Jaffe. 

Guillermo Arce, Mexican pro- 
ducer, in town for business huddles 
, with Rod Cameron. 

Nicholas Katsiotes and Alexis 

Solomos, Greek exhibs, gandering 
| Hollywood product. 
| Gordon Maynard returned to work 
| after two weeks with the Marines 
| 


at Camp Pendleton. 

Barney Oldfield left for Washing- 
ton to resume his old job as lievt.- 
colonel in the Army. 
| Jeanne Crain donated her pet lion 
_ to the Griffith Park Zoo in response 
| to protests from the neighbors. 

Pat Duggan, recovered from a 
spinal fracture, will return to his 
| desk on the Goldwyn lot Sept. 19. 
David C. Hickson resigned as gen- 
eral manager for Hunt Stromberg 
to return to the banking business. 


| Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Cross and Dunn set for December 
| date at Clover Club. 

Russell Swann _ into 
Club, Wednesday (3). 

Paddock club closing next week 
| for extensive facelifting job. 
Flamingo, Brandt house, starting 
| first-run film policy in October. 

Duke Stewart, manager of Roney 
| Plaza. hobbling around with frac- 
| tured limb. 

Kitty Davis’ shuttered for several 
weeks. First time spot has been 
closed in seven years; it’s for sale, 

Joe E. Lewis set for annual win- 
ter return, with either Colonial Inn 
or La Boheme his showcase, depend- 
ing on which ppens. 

Variety Tent’s benefit preem of 
“Variety Girl” grossed almost $11.- 
000, with Cadillac hotel talent and 
auction show adding $1,700. 

Park Avenue Lounge reopens at 
months-end, with Charlie Farrell 
| returning for his seventh year and 
Jack Prince for his second. 

Dave Singer, former owner of 
Park Avenue Restaurant, opening a 
| super-steak house on site of Mo- 
| camba club, opposite Roney Plaza. 

Johnny Greenhut at the Hotel 
; Martinique, joining show biz colony 
| which includes Henny Youngman, 
| Harry Babbitt, Jerry Wayne, Hen- 
rietta Kamern and Liza Morrow. 
| Attempts by new group of hotel 
ops to get law passed allowing 
niteries in their hostelries, defeated 
when Miami Beach Hotel Owners 
| and Florida Supper Club Assns, per- 
| suaded city council to nix the 
measure. Ordinance had _ passed 
' first two readings. 
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Under Exclusive Contract to o. 


CAPITOL RECORDS 


Latest Release 


sc \i---- “Song of the Sierras” ‘ 
Tae" “I Hear You Talkin’” 
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